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American Abroad Finds 


It's Stil 


Chumpo Land; More for Coin in U.S. 


-—_—__—_— + 


By ABEL GREEN 


An American in London and/or 
Paris appreciates more and more 
how much for how little is obtained 
at home. London is unquestionably 
the most expensive city in the world, 
and even with the break for Ameri- 
cans on the exchange of the French 
izare. somehow it adds u» in the 


class places, which have readjusted T 


their scales accordingly. 

Lendon is really; the sh>»cker. Con- 
sidering what the Rainbow Room, 
the St. Regis Roof, the Persian Room 
of the Hotel Plaza and kindred New 
York spots offer with a $3.50-$4 din- 
ner, the type of floor shows at the 
hotels Savoy, Dorchester ani Gros- 
venor House in London are so many 
glorified Paradise (N.Y.) parades 
The dinner scale ranges from a 
pound to a guinea, which means 
this side or the other side of a $5 
bill for a dinner, per person, and the 
talent ranges from mediocre to very 
good. 

Most pretentious are the shows at 
the Dorchester and Grosvenor. For- 
mer holds Jack Holland and June 
Hart, John Hoysradt, Oliver Wake- 
field, The Chesterfields, 
Haydn, Jack Jackson’s orchestra 
(produced by Henry Sherek); and at 
the Dorchester is Georgie Hale’s ‘Cafe 





Front Billing 


Hollywood, Aug. 9 
John M. Stahl has asked Post- 
master General Farley to print 
a series of postage stamps bear- 
ing portraits of Hollywood stars. 
Idea is to stress the impor- 
tance of the motion picture in- 





business. 











radio 


| ocean-hopper, 


Society’ revue, with Allan, Allan ana | 


Allen, Mahon and Rucker, 


Alan | 


Shires, Joe Termini, and Sydney Lip- | 


ton maestroing. 
_The Savoy, which is a sort of ar- 
tistie capital of London, despite the 


fact that many of the Hollywood, | 
dramatic and literati bigwigs think | 


they’re doing a hideaway at the 


ultra-swanky Claridge’s, makes a big | 


to-do about ‘the rising floor.’ So 

, » - . — 

what? So the floor rises, as it’s been 
(Continued on page 19) 


9-YEAR-OLD PRODIGY 


Richard | Me key cities. 


Thus Far Corrigan Has 
Turned Down $200,009 | 
In Soft-Coin Offered Him 


Douglas Corrigan still continues to 
fend off all commercial offers of a 
show biz stripe, such as theatre 
dates, appearances on commercial 
programs and_ barnstorming 
E. T. Bern, p.a. for the 
Airlines, is handling the 
and at present con- 
fining him to welcome celebrations in 


one-niters. 
American 


Unusual characteristic of Corrigan 
and his handler is that all wires and | 


cables making offers are turned 
down—with the refusals prepaid. | 
Proffered date at the Paramount, 


(Continued on page 44) 
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Government’s Frown, 
Legislative Attacks and 
the Sundry Intra-Trade 
Squabbles Are All Neg- 
atively Reflected in Poor 
Business — Coast-to-Coast 
Survey of the American’ 
Film Scene Evidences 
That the Picture Business| 
Has Plenty to Worry 
About 


NEED FOR ACTION | 


By JOHN C., FLINN 
Entering the Holland tunnel at 
Jersey City and proceeding at 35 
miles an hour towards the Manhat- | 


tan exit (keeping at all times a 
distance of 75 feet from the car} 


ahead) a cross-country traveler re-| 


| flects upon the motion picture pano- | 


rama as unfolded over a stretch of 
3,200 speedometer miles which have | 
registered since leaving Hollywood. | 

Because he has sought with some | 
earnestness of purpose to find out. |! 
(Continued on page 25) 
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No Peace at $2 


Promoters of the Peace 
Parade in New York last 
Saturday (6) put in a call at 


Chorus Equity for 25 marchers, 
preferably blondes. 
Offered $2 a head, but 


none 





} 


of the gals cared to test theii 
buntons af thay Weare “** 








Sweet Ousting Swing 
In Poll; Buck Calls It 
‘Boll Weevil of Music’ 


Swing is taking the count 
sweet in a poll conducted by 


from 
talph 


| Hitz Hotels to determine what style 


dansapation terping patrons prefer. 
Balloting is currently going on in 
seven of the string’s hostelries, two 
in New York and five in the south 
and midwest. 

Combined results from the Terrace 
Room of the Hotel New Yorker, 
N. Y., where Henry Busse occupies 
the bandstand, and the Belmont- 
Plaza’s Glass Hat, occupied by 
Ernie Holst’s crew, shove sweet out 
in front by three to one. Count 

(Continued on page 23) 


Circus Days Numbered, Say Outdoor 
Showmen, Blaming Radio and Films 


Outdoor showmen glumly aver that 
the days of the circus as an Ameri- 


lean institution are numbered. Radio 


COMPOSES FOR FILMS 


Warner Shilkret, nine-year-old 
musical son of Jack Shilkret and 
nephew of conductor.Nathaniel Shil- 


kret, has been given assignment to | 


write part of the score fora James A. 
Fitzpatrick travelog on India. It’s his 
first official assignment after having 
ad some of pic compositions taken 
for two others. 

, Kid pianist-composer had written 
The Stream’ and ‘The Brook’ which 
his father, scorer for travelogs, sub- 
mitted to Fitzpatrick. Former num- 
¢r was used in ‘Glimpses of Peru’ 
while latter went into ‘Madeira’ to 
be released in September. 


i 


ANTI-ISMS 
Prasad political organization to fight 
onl sms and foreign propaganda is 
D ne mulled by picture people. 
going po big Hollywood names is 
ated Mm, with several meetings 
no for drafting by-laws and lay- 
§ out a program. 
Group Will campaign as the Motion 
and wie mittee for Americanism 
. ‘1 not be affiliated with any 


Particulay party. 


and pictures are to blame, they 
claim. 

‘What good is a triple-somersault 
nowadays to the American kids,’ one 
vet outdoor impresario wants to 
know. ‘when, on the radio, Buck 
Rogers goes clear to the moon? Even 
though it's all in fancy, the circus is 
really an extravaganza originally in- 
tended to stir the juvenile senses. 

‘And when Tom Mix or Tim 
McCoy come along with a Wild West 
show, how can that compare with 
the herds of cattle the 
see on the screen In any 
film for a dime? 

‘Just to further prove my point. 
the Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty Circus 
did its only okay business 1n Canada. 
So did several of the other shows 
which have since folded. Why 
Canada? Because in Quebec, for in- 
stance, children under 16 aren't per- 
mitted into picture theatres And 
while they have the radio as much 
in Canada as in the U. S.. somehow 
the Dominion youngsters arent a 


youngsters 
western 


sophisticated our American kids 
So the circus remains a good, time- 
honored institution there, as always 


Old or Young Crowds 
‘What crowds do you see these days 
it the American circuses? They're 


either extremely old, steeped in the 
circus tradition, or extremely young, 
of kindergarten age and intelligence.’ 

Outdoor showmen aver that the 
tipoff comes from the few who come 
to see the circus arrive in town. The | 


mechanization of the shows, using 
tractors instead of horses, further 
tore down the illusion. The big | 


street parades have gradually been 
diminished because traffic regula- 
tions in any city worth playing for- 


| fends tieing up the town that way. 


As for the small truck shows, 
there’s always been the angle that 
the irresponsible gyp shows have 


hurt the worthy, smaller shows 
When it comes to wild west stuff 


showmen have grown to the realiza- 


tion that kids today of 10 or 12 do 
fancy horseback riding at their 
equestrian classes in a manner to 
cope with the exhibition stuff. 

Most all circuses now on the road, 
is result, are behind in salaries. The 
)ff-busincss is noticeable in all part 
yf the country, so it isn't just a re- 
gional apathy to the circus Of 
‘ou there are certain stupid trade 
ingle ich as the McCoy and Cole 
shows battling each other in the Chi- 
cago territory, and 1 coming 
out 

The cir n Americ institu- 
tion is over 100 irs old. The talk- 
ing cl 1, who used to ! a Shake 


spearean student, and whose talks 
excerpts from the Bard, has 
gradually evolved into the present- 
style mountebank. But the circus 
was America’s first form of itinerant 
entertainment. Through the years, 
however, the tradition of the big top 
and pink lemonade has undergone 


were 


(Continued on page 55) 
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t-Lidded Saratoga Worst Ever: 
No Gambling, So Live 


‘Uns Seram 


Saratoga, Aug. 9 


‘The natives will have to eat 
snowballs next winter,” opined an 
old timer who has visited New 


York’s watering spot for more than 
a generation. Not a wheel has 
turned in the game rooms, although 
the race meet is in its third week 
and the observation is based on the 
absence of splurging and spending 


in memory. 

The Spa is still the mecca of up- 
staters and the diet inveterates who 
come to Saratoga, whether there are 
races or not. But such visitors are 
not spenders. Name attractions for 
the clubs are entirely absent and 
that means that night life is dead 
t is just a matter of figures. The 
gay dining places cannot afford to 
pay the salaries of top entertainers 
unless the game rooms are operat- 
ing, and are starting to fold. 

Instead of being the gayest resort 
in the east, the Spa is curtained with 
gloom. Merchants are up in arms 
against officials responsible for clos- 
ing up the town. Even if there is a 
compromise, it will be too late to 

(Continued on page 11) 


COHAN’S PIX AUTOBIOG 
FOR M-G; PLAY FIRST? 





Hollywood, Aug. 9. 


Metro is dickering with George 


| M.-Cohan to make a film based on 


his life, the star appearing as him- 
self. Cohan is understood to be 
holding off for a stage version first, 
with Metro’s backing. In that case 
a picturization would follow. 

Jack Curtis is liaisoning. 

teported several weeks ago that 
Metro was seeking Cohan’s signature 
to a two-picture contract for $150,- 
000. Star is currently vacationing 
in England and is set to tour with 
‘I'd Rather Be Right’ in the fall. 
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Greatest Year campaign is needless | sale of new telephone books arrived | With Claudette Colbert and Bob | were to be righted from within. The | nothing had been done in any direc- 
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—is what two lead-off ’38-39 films | 


| 


are proving to the killjoys and pessi-|to snow in one pa rade. A. modest | Pandrc...Berrian, .R¥O production 
tilitiaof * ese are “Aigiers,~which on; toy whe accidentally “anew what he | chief, is looking for two suitable | 
three weeks in July got $250,000 at} was doing received the biggest ova-| stories. Commitments must be filled 


the Music Hall, N. Y., and ‘Alexan- | 
der’s Ragtime Band,’ currently at) 
the Roxy. ‘Ragtime Band’ broke all | 
existing attendance records for open- 
ing day, playing to 29,614 people. | 
This topped by more than 1,000 the | 
attendance high scored opening day | 
(a Saturday) by ‘Cockeyed World’ 
in 1929. The week’s gross for ‘Band’ | 
should be $80,000 or close to it, new 
high in dollars under the present, 
low-priced policy. The 34,149 peo-| 
ple played to Saturday (6) is a new | 
high in attendance for all time. 
Peculiarly enough, both the rec- 
ord under the old deluxe high-scale | 
policy and under the present policy, | 
are August records, ‘Cockeyed | 
World’ having opened at the Roxy | 


early in August, 1929. That picture| the other night and we asked him | ¢ 


established the all time high in dol- | 
lars of $173,400. Numerous other | 
near-record grosses have been estab- | 
lished during August, while some of | 
the best business of the year has 
been obtained in July as well. Last 
summer, among big late July gross- | 
ers were ‘Saratoga,’ ‘Toast of New | 
York’ and ‘Wee Willie Winkie,’ last- | 


mentioned on,three weeks scoring | 


nearly $130,000 at the Roxy. ; can do if you have enough dough to 


An indication of what August can | 
mean at the b.o., if the pictures have | 
any draught, 
rusal of records for last year show- 
ing ‘Stella Dallas’ got $99,000 for the | 
first week at Radio City Music Hall, 
N. Y.; ‘Artists and Models,’ plus Phil 
Spitalny, drew $55,000 at the Para- 
mount; ‘Zola,’ at $2 twice daily, ran 
up a smash $25,000 at the Hollywood; 
*“Vogues of 1938,’ though a flop else- | 


| Tasket’ 


| Jackie what are your plans?’ 
| answered we intended producing a 


is gained from a pe-| 


; and 


tion since Hudson-Fulton first did a| 
Loew’s State wanted him | 


| double. 





|}and switched the season from rain| Burns signed to one-picture deals, 


within six months. 
Charles Boyer and Irene Dunne, 


for a week but the Yankee Stadium | first to be signed to single-picture 


out-bid 
him. 


Sid Piermont and nabbed 


eat and who got hitched to a $1, ae « 
| 000 baby. Would you call that, 
Married an ANGLE?’ 


Thoughts While Thinking 


Wonder if Somerset 
wrote the month of July? (Get it? | 
| He wrote ‘Rain’)...Saw a new 


drink advertised called the Corrigan 
Cooler...Met an ex-columnist, noted | 
for his | ego, in Toots Shor’s Tavern | 


what he intended coing. He replied, 
‘Oh, I'm going bach on a paper doing | 
a little column on the order of Run- 
yon, Baer and McIntyre. And you, 
We | 


little play like ‘The Miracle,’ ‘Eter- 
nal Road’ or ‘Ben-Hur’...Bobby 
Sanford’s Show Boat had a swell | 
opening. Just shows you what you 


borrow three or four of Billy Leeds’ 
life boats and hitch them togethe-... 
Ben Piermont reminds us that the 
first time ‘Alexander’s Ragtiine Band’ 
was ever sung in a show was in a 
| burley called ‘The Merry Whirl’ by 
James C. Morton of the tea.n Morton 
Moore...in the pic while they 
sing it the bartender in the back- 
sround with nothing to say is "ames 
C. Morton...if you want to pan, as 


where, took the Hall to $108,000, and | most people tak a delight in doing, 


‘Dead End’ socked through to $50,000 


at the Rivoli on its first week, with | that drive us crazy are the telephone 


| information ladies who tell you the 


| number is listed in your directory, 
summer | 


correspondingly good business in 
most cases in other parts of the 
country during this hot 
month. 

Music Hall’s Record 


The all-time high for the Music 
Hall was established Labor Day 
week in ’36 by ‘Top Hat,’ which ran 
the ticket machines to $134,800. 
However, 
this was also 
noliday, ‘Prisoner of Zenda’ last fall 
on that week having done $123,700. 
At the Paramount, though the all- 
time high of $95,000 was set by 
‘Pointed Heels’ over Christmas in 
1929, one of the highest points of 
dusiness reached under the present 
lower-priced policy was established 
last Labor Day (37) by ‘Double or 
Nothing’ and the Shep Fields band, 
$61,000. This compares with the 
high set under the policy, $70,000 
for ‘Wells Fargo’ over New Year’s 
and the third best business of $60,800 
established in February this year, by 
Buccaneer.’ Other strong grossers, 


tenerally last August and Septem- | 


the nearest approach to| 
over a Labor Day | 


why not use ‘badjectives’.. .girls 


but we tell them that if we looked 
them un they would be out of a job 


tims, get nervous. wake up some 
morning, look in the mirror, and in- 


dict himself. 





ber, 

and ‘Road Back.’ 

Other Early 
Rialto’s 


Fall Records 
record was 
marked up in September, 
passer’ doing $75,000 the second 
week of the month in 1929. Rivoli’s 


Old also 


all-time high was set by ‘The 
Mighty’ over New Year's” week, 
$77,300, while Strand’s, $81,200, was 


scored by 
in 


‘The Circus’ 
January, 1928. 


second week 
While March 


is 
never as good a month as Septem- | 
ber. January or February, Capitol 
went to its highest gross in that 


month (1930) with Garbo’s first talk- 
(Continued on page 15) 


| office names, 
Seated in Jack Robbins’ ‘Tisket-a- |‘Memory of Love,’ 
office, Abner Silver tells us | 
| he knew a mugg who didn’t have to | 


Maugham | 


| 
| 
| Remake of ‘Morocco,’ 


..and if Dewey keeps up his terrific | 
pace, he’s going to run out of vic-/ 


included ‘Captains Courageous’ | 


‘Tres- | 


pacts in RKO’s campaign for box- 


Leo McCarey’s 
first producer-director job at the 
studio. 





"| Siegel Named Executive 


Producer at Republic 
| 
| Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Moe Siegel was upped yesterday 
| (Monday) into a new job as sole 
noe ig ee producer on the Republic 
feo Move, made after a conference 
| with Herbert J. Yaes, chairman of 
| the board, is to centralize authority. 
New alignment makes Siegel sole- 





|ly responsible for all the features 
|turned in by the associate  pro- 
| ducers. 





| 


Mull ‘Morocco’ Remake 
As Par Brit. Quota Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
which intro- 
'duced Marlene Dietrich to Holly- 
wood, is being studied by Paramount 
|as a British quota picture. 

David Rose would produce with 
Frank Lloyd mentioned as director. 


Toughie a Smoothie 








Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Current success of ‘Little Tough 
Guy,’ $125,000 picture, prompted 
Universal to assign three more fea- 
tures to its producer, Ken Goldsmith. 
New jobs are ‘S.O.S.,’ ‘Adam’s Eve- 
ning’ and ‘The Storm.’ 
‘Little Tough Guy’ 
“cr a million and 
‘000 more. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Earl Baldwin. 
Roland Brown. 
Gene Buck. 
Jack Egan. 

Lynn Farnol. 
Harold Hackett. 
Nedda Harrigan. 
Hugh Herbert. 
George Jessel. 
Clinton La Tourette 
Jack Lait. 

Karl MacDonald. 
Daniel T. O'Shea. 
Henry Pincus. 
John M. Stahl. 
Rocco Vocco. 
Ward Wheelock. 
Lloyd Wright. 





has grossed 
studio expects 





will be co-starred in | 





|and Mrs. 
| McCosker, 





| government filed its suit within a 
| week of this announcement, 


prov- 
ing that it paid no attention to the 





C. R. ROGERS TALKING 
DEAL WITH GOLDWYN 


| trade conference was being planned 





Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Charles R. Rogers is talking with 
Samuel Goldwyn on a deal for 
return to pictures as a producer. 
| derstood he is seeking to associate 
| with Goldwyn or arrange for the re- 
lease of a series. 

Rogers has been reading yarns 
submitted to him by agents for the 
past six weeks. 


SAILINGS 


Aug. 13 (New York to Bermuda), 
Carl Fisher, Mary Mason (Monarch 
of Bermuda). 

Aug. 10 (New 
Charles Gottlob (Batory). 

Aug. 10 (New York to London), 
Mrs. Warner Oland (Queen Mary). 

Aug. 9 (Genoa to New York), 
James A. McConville (Rex). 

Aug. 9 (London to New York), 
Thomas H. Hutchinson, Natalie Kal- 
mus, Madeleine Carroll, Leopold | 
Stokowski (Normandie). 

Aug. 6 (New York to Genoa), 
Karl Bickel, Alfred 

Charles B. Setabe 
(Conte di Savoia). 

Aug. 5 (New York 
Bruce Gould, Mr. 
Wiley, Richard 
Jantzen (Bremen). 


York to Poland), 


.) 


to London), 
and Mrs. F. W. 
Eichberg, Kitty 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Leda Bauer. 
Harry Cohn. 
Jimmy Durante. 
Dr. A. H. Giannini. 
Sidney Howard. 
W. Ray Johnston. 
Al Jolson. 

R. A. McNeil. 
Harold Ober. 
Gabriel Pascal. 
Dailey Paskman. 
Tyrone Power. 
Mary Rennie. 

W. R. Sheehan. 
Edward Small. 
Harry Smith. 
Herman Wobber. 





ARRIVALS 


Paul Mann, 
Lachman, Clayton Morgan, 
Chapman, Jr., Gladys 
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, 
mann, Miss C. de C. Parrish, Kate 
Cameron, Roman Tottenberg, John 
Hoysradt, Meredith Willson, Leo 


Hildegarde, Harry 


| Slezak. 


his | 
Un- | : . 
|meantime just went ahead with its 








Frank | 
Swarthout, | 
Lotte Leh- | 


|tion. Even Warner Bros. refused to 
consider the 10-point program, 


though a heavy contributor to Pres- 


| ident Roosevelt’s campaign. with the 


publicity announcement 
mittee to draft trade 


of a com- 


practice re- 
forms following that. 
U. S. Knew Nothing of It 
Inside, however, is that the U. S. 
was informed that months ago a 


for the fall, although no announce- 
ment had ever been made that such 
; the case. The Dept. of Justice 


|complaint. In major film quarters it 
|is said that many of the U. S. investi- 
| gators, gathering material, have not 
\only been cop-like, but have shown a 
|decided lack of knowledge of the 
basic factors concerned in connec- 


tion with their work. It is suggested, 
among other things, that the figures 
and records they have obtained, have 
not been 100% factual. Naming of 
persons no longer with some of the 
eight majors would indicate that. 

There is a feeling, unofficially ex- 
pressed in some quarters, that since 
_ the Dept. of Justice has spent thou- 
sands of dollars collecting data, it 
should follow through on its case 
| rather than sit back half-invitingly 
in the hope of a consent decree or 
some sort of compromise. The de- 
fendant companies, notably those 
with theatres of their own, are not 
| expected to consider any kind of a 
| compromise, 

In connection with the trade prac- 
| tice committee discussions which 
pout leading to a skeleton frame- 
work on which to proceed with ex- 
hibitors, committee expecting this 
basis to be arrived at within a week, 
S. R. Kent issued the following state- 
ment during the past week: 


Kent’s Statement 


‘I have been in the city for the 
past few days meeting members 
of the committee appointed to 
develop a program for a solution 
of trade problems within the in- 
dustry. 

‘I am_ informed — substantial 
progress has been made, but it 
now seems definite that meetings 
with exhibitors cannot be held 
until after Labor Day. The prob- 


lems facing the various com- 
panies, which now can only be 
met after consultation with their 


counsel because of the Govern- 
ment suit, are so important that 


they must be studied carefully 
before anything is done. 

‘Right after Labor Day, and 
after counsel] have given their 
opinion. it can be said definitely 
what the position in regard to 


meetings with exhibitors will be. 
or it can be said whether condi- 
tions because of the pendency of 
the Government suit male it in 


possible to meet the exhibitors 
all,’ 
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HW THE PIX BIZ 
CTEAMINDS {T 


Executives Reported Skull- 
Practicing New Setups 
for Circuit Houses, When 








and If Divorcement and/ 


or Uncle Sam’s Edicts | 


Compel Breaking the The- 
atres Away from the Pic- 
ture Companies 


LOEW-RKO, ETC. 


> 








SPLITTING THE THEATRES 





FILMS NEED ADVERTISING 


Feeling of complete gratification which is 
spreading through the film industry and meei- 
ing promotional efforts of sales managers and 
advertising executives, who have volunteered 
to work in behalf of ‘Motion Are 
Your Best I[ntertainment’ not 
surprise showmen. 


Pictures 
driy e; does 


If some of the proponents of the campaign, 
which is timed to kick off the new season’s 
attractive list of releases with a $1,000,000 
splurge, are startled and amazed at the una- 
nimity of cooperation which their efforts have 
created, it is because the industry for several 
years has thought far too much about its 
troubles, and far too little about their only 


| cure—advertising., 


With the excitement of the CGov-| 


ernment anti-trust suit and 


threat of theatre divorcement con- | 


tained in this action, plus the North 
Dakota divorcement law, the picture 
industry presently is mulling many 
plans relative to the future. Much 
depends on the fate of the North 
Dakota theatre divorcermment 
which picture companies are carry- 


ing to the U. S. Supreme Court. | 


Legally that may take 18 months for 


RKO-Irving Trust Co. 





RKO and Irving Trust Co., its 
trustee in the reorganization 
proceedings, have been joined 
as co-defendants in the Gov- 
ernment’s anti-trust suit against 
the major picture companies. 

Although both were named in 
the suit separately, the techni- 
cality of having them joined as 
co-defendants was ordeved by 
Federal Judge J. Clancy at the 
request of Lamar Hardy, U. S. 
attorney, who contended that, 
as the trust company had acted 
as trustee for RKO during the 
reorganization proceedings and 
during the time of the alleged 
violations, both concerns should 
be joined. 











the | 


| 
| 


| 


law, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Showmanship is the art of artful advertis- 
ing, concentrated to the benefit of 
attraction, or group of attractions. Advertis- 
ing 1s showmanship at work. There never has 
been a substitute for its potent wallop; no 
other method of digging up customers for 
entertainment has long succeeded to the ex- 
clusion of advertising. 


a specific 


A paid advertisement is something more 
than a hope, wish or prayerful desire for pa- 


'tronage at the boxoffice or film exchange. It 


lis, rather, a convincing and irrefutable argu- 
}ment that the man who has something to sell 
honestly believes in his product and is willing 
'to back up his conviction with currency. And 
|all the ingenuity of man never has conceived 
jan instrument that will do as good a job as— 
j advertising. 


| Show business and the men—and women— 
'who have made it great through the centuries 
have succeeded in direct proportion to their 
skill as advertisers. If everyone in America 
over the age of six knows who said ‘there’s one 
born every minute’ it is because the name of 
P. ‘T. Barnum had more good American dol- 


settlement, meaning that certain| lars (and they were real 100c dollars in those 


subjects now being discussed would 
not go into effect until late 1939. 
The divorcement phase in the sweep- 
ing Federal civil suit also figures. 
One report has it that in the not 
too distant future (depending on de- 
velopments, naturally), the film com- 
panies will present to Attorney-CGen- 
era! Homer S. Cummings a brand 
new setup and division of the film 
and theatre situation. That the pic- 
ture companies will divide and ab- 
solutely get rid of their theatres by 
taking various theatre units or cir- 
cuits and making them into separate 
corporations. Understood that the 
generally approved or best thought 
of plan would be the issuance of two 
kinds of stock, one for the picture 


Company and one for the theatre | 


Corporation. It would be largely a 
matter of making theatre holdings 
into a new company. 


No banking, no bonds and no 


Sitti ee Oe selene a . | the Coast to do the screenplay from 
Pix In 4 Weeks William Faulkner’s novel, ‘Unvan- | 
quished,’ for Mervyn LeRoy. 
Playwright had been 


bringing this about. Though not one 

of the film or theatre companies 

actually has started drafting a plan, 
(Continued on page 48) 


Philco’s Strike May React 








Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 
between Hal Roach and 
Philco for exploitation of ‘Topper 
Takes a Trip,’ 
in Variety recently, will very prob- 
ably end up with a national union 
boycott of the film unless the gen- 
eral strike at Philco is settled before 
Telease of the flick. 

Carl Bersing, of the United Radio, 
Electrical & Machine Workers, CIO, 
sr he is fairly certain the strike 

ave been settled before the pic 

eats in October. If it isn’t, he 

gs the Roach ballyhoo tieup 

pe Philc 9 will earn the studio the 
ity of labor. 


ldo. ar ‘ 
Rp of the exploitation is to tie 
3.2 Tadio sequence in ‘Topper’ with 


Philco’s new ‘Mystery Control.’ 


Tieup 


which was reported | 


days) spent on its exploitation than any other 
individual, in and out of show business, of his 
time, 


And the bigger Barnum’s show became 
through his genius as business organizer, the 
greater its audiences became, because of his 
life-long policy of meeting increased invest- 
ment with increased advertising budget. 

Only a part of Barnum’s message was aimed 
at the public. Its dominant job was to in- 
‘fuse his own unparalleled organization with 
ithe conviction that they were working for the 
'Greatest Show on Earth, and were ready to 





Fresh Coin Spurs 
U to Tee Up 11 


| Hollywood, Aug. 9. will release it. 


Backed by a fresh bankroll, Clift | at his Tyringham, Mass., farm. | 
| Work, Universal production chief, | Upon his return, Howard is ex- 
| announced starting dates for 11 new| pected to resume work on a legit 
pictures during August, September | play for the Playwrights Producing 


Vs. Hal Roach’s Ad Tieup and the first week in October. 


| Co. 


° ° . | 
Second of collegiate series, ‘Swing —— 








fight at the drop of a hat with who 


questioned the claim. 


anvone 


Film business in its early days won ovet 
to the function of exhibiting important 
showmen of legitimate and vaudeville, by only 
one method—advertising. 


live 


Ask any of the early settlers. They will tell 
you that the film business started when show- 
men, with some reluctance at first, were per 
suaded to take hold of the new plaything and 
profit by the lesson that where thousands 
could afford the $1.50 scale, millions would 
spend a dime. 

So important was the function of advertis- 
ing in early picture days that the heads of 
companies insisted on approving all trade ad- 
vertising, lithographic display and_ pictorial 
copy. Zukor, Loew and Fox didn’t write copy, 
but they knew an ad when they saw one. 
Showmanship is something you feel. I:nter- 
tainment is emotional escape. 

Then many top executives became too busy 
to keep in intimate touch with their advertis- 
ing men. 

They began to hire advertising agencies. 

Show biz, since the first paid admission, al- 
ways has been out in front of commercial ad- 
vertising and selling in ideas, 
and ballyhoo. Billboards were originated by 
showmen, not soap manufacturers. 

A strong theatrical press functioned long 
before Women’s Wear or The Iron Age. His- 
tory of show business is in the advertising 


columns of its press; not in gratis paragraphs | 


in daily newspapers. 

But the advertising agency brought to films 
the subtle art of ‘service.’ Translated into 
show terms, it means that letter writing and 


colored pamphlets tried to do the work of | 
smashing double-truck bangs, which told ex- | 


hibitors that a picture was great, why it was 
doing business and how every theatre could 
duplicate the first run sellout, 

George J. Schaefer and those who are mem- 
bers of his committee are getting the thrill of 
their business lives because ‘Motion Pictures 
Are Your Best Entertainment’ drive is headed 
to sure success, 

There is no reason why the elation should 
die down at the end of the campaign. ‘The 
bond that is holding together independent and 
affiliated showmen in a common and mutual 
purpose is indestructible. It is the one link 
that is as indigenous ‘o show business as pre- 
varication about boxoffice receipts. 





It is advertising. 


| Howard’s LeRoy Script Dietrich May Do One Pic 
Sidney enend left Sunday (7) for | In France for $120,000; 
Theme Woos Int’! Trade 





Metro | 


Paris, Aug. 9. 
Marlene Dietrich is dickering ‘to 
make a French picture here for For- 
rester-Parant Films. The $120,000 to 
be paid her would be something of a 


] record, but the 
the 


yea] idea is to in- 


4 + 
Mon 


tersperse proposed martre 


|'That Cheer,’ gets the gun today | oom 2 with many Britis 
(Tues.). Other starting dates are WOBBER’S SWING OVER res ry wena ane h many British, 
Aug. 10, ‘The Last Express’; Aug. 15, . Herta ANG WerManh rererence 


(screen debut of 
‘The Storm’ and 


‘Service De Luxe’ 
Vincent Price), 


ALL 20TH EXCHANGES yi? wonvct “iss 


‘Adam's Evening’; Aug. 22, ‘The Sun I Grande II] ° k 
Never Sets’: Aug. 29, ‘Exposed’; Sept : cares vue ga ns eim ne of the feature 
§. ‘Destry Rides Again’; Sept 15, I ye ify a - sot ti y “ss Ii along with Jean Gb ind Dito 
‘Buck Rogers’ and an untitled Boy §® t - pickey “San F ‘ t * ‘nN Parlo. The characte oe lhenedl 
Scout serial; Oct. 1, ‘Rio,’ starring ie "7 a re hail aro “9 peal Fren Cre in and Eng 
Danielle Darrieux; Oct. 3, “Three "®" '': yer = nm alt ee the situat 
Smart Girls Grow Up,’ starring De- es . ties . 4 “ rear a ee : 
a 2 one S. R. Kent sales drive which extend L. R. CASE STRICKEN 

=: % Fields joins U with Big eh 4 a +4 4 . wes ie it +h ond of do T R Case rssistant seerotey 
tract to make two pictures with his |? go ii sh to tn na ol 3 ' he val eT ee = k oe | 
own unit for the 1938-39 schedule ce a0 , J } By hase i sco . : nese ee “ il, 
Lester Cowan is his producer. First Wobber is expected jeggeheey: Be Narre eb 
picture will be based on Field's orig- | York e tin Sep er, probe | a yes ffering from gallb 
inal. ‘You Can't Cheat an Honest ably toward i of the m! yt} 
Man.’ George Marion, Jr., doing the the three Bill ‘Sussman, Kupper He v as t fe red toa N 
screenplays It gets the gun Sept. 15.' and Gehring } being in control. pital Monday (8) 


——+ 
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Fred Wise Sues 
— Lucas-Jenkins 


On Trust Ch ge 


Atlanta, Aug. 9 

Savannah Theatre Co., owned by 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wise, on Satur- 
day (6) filed suit in Federal court 
for $654,000 damage against Lucas 
& Jenkins, Inc., alleging the de- 
fendants ruined a prosperous the- 
atre business through violation of 
anti-trust laws. Arthur Lucas and 
William K. Jenkirs, operators of the 
Georgia cinema chain, were named 
individually as defendants, along 


with nine major pic producing and 
distributing companies. 
Petition was filed by 
John I. Kelley and alleges that L. 
& J. about Jan. 1 entered into con- 
spiracy with the defendant pro- 
ducers and distributors to monopo- 
lize and attempt to monopolize the 
| picture theatre business in the cities 
| of Savannah, Macon, Augusta, 
Gainesville, Athens, Barnesville and 


attorney 


other towns. 

| Savannah Theatre Co. prior to 
|this time had operated Savannah 
| theatre successfully for 14 years, 
| 


netition states, building up biz that 
|‘in normal years realized a gross 
|earning of as much as $90,000 per 
annum.’ 
| Plaintiff alleges ‘conspiracy’ 
| through contracts which made it 
|impossible for the Savannah the- 
|atre to obtain sufficient first class 
| film to maintain its biz and re- 
duced plaintiff’s gross by more than 
| $40,000 per year for last four years. 
In addition, company avers it 
suffered an estimated $40,000 loss 
through depreciation in the value 


| of the property and a_ $13,500 
|shrinkage in the value of equip- 
| ment. 


Plaintiff figures its actual dam- 
age at $218,000 and claims, under 
terms of trust laws, thrice this fig- 
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Warners Asks U. §. Approval To | 
Refinance $29,400,000 Worth Of © 
Optional 67, 


Washington, Aug. 9. 
Federal consent for first big film 
refinancing move 
was 


in many months 
& Ex- 
Un- 


sought from Securities 


change Commission last week. 





formed that audiences at the 
able to raise cash by public sale, Roxy, N. Y., where ‘Alexander's 
; ao Time YT ° > nie ving are 
Warner Bros. asked permit to issue Rag Time Band’ i pla: ing, a 
certificates of deposit for poondenirni sitting through the film twice, 
lanr »< ‘ . 9j)0 + 
worth of optional 6% convertible now is planning a campaign to 
debentures due get customers out of the tne- 
Proposed certificates would be atre 


listed on the New 
change, oe a market for the} 
maturing notes and bridging the gay 

which has pt ‘evented the corporati ae 


next year - 
York Stock Ex- | 
ve 


from putting new paper on the 
counter. Application to the S.E.C. 
explained W B hen been unable, Ba 
cause of depressed business, 
secure underwriting of new ees 
for general public peddling. 

Plan already outlined to holders of | 
the 1939 series is to swap maturing | 
paper for equal principal amount of | 
new 6° debeniures due in 1948 Is- 


sue would be redeemabie from sink- 
ing fund at WB option, at price of | 
101 up to March 1, 1941, and 100% 
to March 1, 1944. Plan calis for an-| 
nual retirement, with 4% of the total 
being paid off Dec. 15, 1939, 1940 
and 1941: 4°%, in 1942, 1943, and 1944; 
and 5% in 1945, 1946 and 1947 

Financial statements attached to| 
the application showed firm’s profits | 
are running a little behind last year | 
but still subsiantial. For fiscal years 
ending in August, net profit was| 
$11,984,565 in 1935, $14,499,938 in | 
1936, and $17,783,511 in 1937; net} 
after taxes and all fixed charges was | 
respectively, $674,158; $3,177,312, and | 
$5,876,182. During the 39-week span 
ended May 28, 1938, the net was $11,- 
714,504, with the gravy after taxes | 
and charges $3,282,765. | 

Balance sheet shows total assets at | 
$175,610,673. Of this amount, cur- 
rent and working assets are $27,927,- | 
788 and fixed assets $134,194,099. | 

Par, Leew, U Trading 

Insiders in three film corporations | 
were active in the market during 
June in their company stocks, the 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
revealed iast week. 

Biggest transactions were by Stan- 
ton Griffis, Paramount director, who 
continued his sporadic operations by 
unloading all of his 6% first pre- 
ferred. Dumped 1,000 shares in 
three batches, cleaning the port- 
folio. 

More’ small-lot purchases. of 
Loew’s Boston Theatres common by 
the parent, Loew's, Inc. Added 42 
shares over five days, running the 
string up to 99,605. 
Sheaffer of Philadelphia, director in 
Universal Corp., holding company 


which controls Universal Pictures, 
acquired 200 more voting trust 
certificates, boosting his stake to 


13,000. Also has a finger in the pie 
through Standard Capital Co., which | 
pulls the strings on 26,500 certificates 
and 111,283 warrants. 
Holdings of newcomers 
corporation posts were 


in film | 
unveiled. 


William F. Whitman of New York, | 


recruit Keith-Albee-Orpneum direc- 
tor, has 25 shares of 7% cumulative 
preferred. 
Work, new Universal exec, was 
shown to result from his stake in 
Universal Corp, which has yg 
of the picture company common, 10( 
of the 8% first preferred and 20, 108 
of the second preferred. 

Unlisted trading privileges on the 
Boston Stock Exchange were ex- 
tended to Paramount Pictures com- 
mon by the Securities & Exchange 
Commission Thursday (4), Impor- 
tant to provide secondary market, 


opinion held in granting request in- | 


volving more than a dozen stocks. 

Of 2.453.658 
shares of Paramount, 
the hands of 2.498 residents of New 
England (outside of Connecticut, 
where 455 persons own 14,334 
shares). Trading volume is 189,925 
shares in period from February 1, 
1937, to January 31, 1938. 

Par Reduces Stock Value 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Paramount Pictures, Inc., con- 
verted 7,172 shares of its $100-par 
first preferred stock into 50,204 
shares of common in the past year, 





according to a certificate of stock 
reduction filed with the State of 
California. Company also converted 


|siec Publishing Co., 


Daniel M. |} 


Indirect msanedt of Cliff | 


outstanding $1 par | 
81,605 are in|} 


Convertible Bonds. 





| 
' 
| 


Reverse Twister 
Charles E. McCarthy, direc- 
tor of advertising and publicity 
for 20th Cent-Fox, on being in- 


Sam Fox Sues 


~ Metro-Robbins 
For $1,500,000 














and others, before trial in the $1,500,- 


and Harry Fox, of the Sam Fox Mu- 
against Loew’s, 


Inc., Metro, Robbins Music Corp. (a 


Loew subsid), Jack Robbins, 20th | 
Century-Fox Corp. and Movietone 
Music Corp., will be asked next| 


Monday (15 
Justice Lauer. The suit, begun last 
| June, charges the defendants con- 
| spired to deprive the Sam Fox com- 
pany of a contract to handle the pub- | 


ing consented to a merger with Ed- 
| ucational, 
| Wright-co-trustee of GN, have agreed 
| upon the deal under which Hammons 


Meantime, there appears no possibil- 
ity that 
000 conspiracy suit brought by Sam through, 
approval of 
California. 
Eddie Alperson for GN. 


of a 
, a od New rar Vationa d its 
) of N. Y. Supreme Court | ©? lled Grand National, and its 


pany. 
set up at $1,000,000 capitalization for 
|the purpose of providing financing | 


Tone Quitting Pictures 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Franchot Tone is quitting Holly- | 
wood for Broadway when 
contract expires. Currently working | 
‘Three Loves Has Nancy,’ the actor | 


refused to sign another pact. | 


Tone left Broadway for the pic- | 
tures five years ago. Recent break | 


i with his wife, Joan Crawford, helped | 


to make up his mind. 


HAMMONS-GN 
MERGER ALL 
SET NOW 





Creditors of Grand National, hav- 


E. W. Hammons and Lloyd 


gains control of the GN company. 


Wright reached N. Y. Friday (5). At- 
torneys are 


now preparing the pa- 


| pers for presentation to the court on 
Wright's return 


An order directing appearance of | plans leaving the end of the week. 
| Joseph M. Schenck, Sidney R. Kent 


to the Coast. He 


the deal 
the only 


now won't go 
sten required being 
the bankruptcy courts in | 
Wright is co-trustee with 


The plan calls for 
new company, 


the formation 
possibly to be 


incorporation as a 
Another 


$5,000,000 com- 
corporation will be 


llishing and promotion of all music | £F production, $400,00C to become | 


| compositions in 20th-Fox and its sub- 
sid, Movietone, during the iad 
1931-1935. 

It is claimed by the plaintiffs that | 
the conspiracy was hatched to cause | 
20th to cancel the agreement in favor | 
of the Robbins company, which in| 

1935 signed a 20-year contract to 
| handle 66 2-3% of the music, and that | 


Movietone was to be dissolved under | ered more desirable. 


the Robbins agreement. 

The plaintiffs want $1,000,000 dam- 
ages from Loew’s, Robbins Corp. and 
Jack Robbins; and $500,000 from | 
20th-Fox and the Movietone Corp. | 
Also an injunction to prevent the | 
latter’s dissolution which, it is 
claimed by the Sam Fox company, 
enjoyed a separate income under the | 
original contract, and to prevent the 
defendants from carrying out the 
Robbins contract. 

Besides Schenck and Kent, others 
sought to be examined by the plain- | 
tiffs are: W. C. Michel, executive v.p. 
|of 20th-Fox; Edwin P. Kilroe, its | 
copyright attorney; Darryl Zanuck, 
production v.p.; William Goetz, v.p., 
and William B. Dover, studio man- 
j; ager. Also Movietone, through Kilroe, | 


TO CONSULT EXHIBS 
ON NEW ‘CHARLIE CHAN’ 


| 
| Hollywood, Aug. 9. | 








| 
| 








No successor to Warner Oland in | 
‘Charlie Chan’ series will be 
picked by 20th-Fox execs until ex- 
| bibitor reaction on a choice is 
|studied. Oland died Aug. 6 in Stock- 
holm, Sweden, after making 17 Chans | 
| since 1931. 

Studio denied that Keye Luke, w ho | 
p-eyed Oland’s son in the series, | 
Would be elevated to the part until | 
exhibs have been consulted and 
canvass made of all possibilities. | 

J. Edward Bromberg is rated hav- 
ing the best chance a: the new Chan. 

When Warner Oland first fell ill, 
ithe studio cast about for a substi- 
tute, and Bromberg’s tests reportedly 
showed up best. 

(Additional details on 
death in Obit department; also obit 
} on John G. Blystone who directed | 
| many of the Chans). 








Oland’s 





18.480 shares of $10 second preferred 
into 16,632 shares of common, 
Common stock, at $1 par, now 
amounts to 2,465,900 shares, includ- | 
ing 1,348 shares held for retirement. 
Up to July, 1937, Paramount held 
42.851 common shares in its treasury, | 
which were retired and cancelled. | 
Amount of reduction of capital stock, 





' been added to the company’s surplus. | 


available 
|making. A total of close to $2,000,000 


| since the 
lightening the load on amusements | 


immediately for picture- | 


will be put into the project, with | 
| creditors having the option of tak- | 


of years ag 
ing cash or stock in the new com- | f years ago 


a? tala | Payment of $1,500 for it. 


pany in satisfaction 


Hammons suggested the name of 
New Grand National, but may 
| switch to something else if consid- 
He might fol- | 
|low Wright to the Coast in a couple | 
weeks or so. 


‘They'll Fight It Over 
For Par at Gettysburg 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Paramount finally has decided to 








| produce ‘Gettysburg,’ $1,000,000 Civil 


War picture, after months of waver- 
ing. Decision was prompted by the 
‘last reunion of the Blue and Gray 
veterans on the Pennsylvania battle- 
| field. 

Clifford Odets has turned in a pre- | 
| liminary script on the battle film, 
which goes into production as soon 


jas Albert Lewin, producer, returns 


from his vacation in October. 


Henry 
Hathaway will direct. 


his Metro | 


London Producer Chides U. S. Fin 


,and Lowell 


| them another $8,500, 
| tage of the picture’s gross, they al- | 
| lege. 


One Slant on Divorcement 





aes 





Discussions in the trade regarding theatre divorcement and the 
possibility of this actually eventuating as a result of the threats in 
the North Dakota divorcement law, and in the Government's antj- 
trust action, have produced interesting factual data and theories re. 

garding circuit operations as existing today with regards to big pics 
ture companies. 

Greatest success enjoyed by such circuit operations came before 
they were consolidated in 1926, aver veterans in the business. Same 
sources claim that theatres never panned out as successfully under 
affiliated circuit operation as before or as had been anticipated, 
They cite Balaban & Katz, Stanley and Trendle as enjoying a bigger 
heyday cf prosperity before being taken over by Paramount, Warner 
Bros. and Par, respectively. They are inclined to apply the word 
‘dormant’ to the operations as existing today, 

Under their own (theatre) operation, B. C. 
the box office take was good. Now, either because too mechaniz od. 
too unwieldly or too impersonal, the old-timers believe the 
circuit operations are not panning out so well. 

Reason for considering these phases in relations to what wa 
sible under circuit management, without any supervision or co trol 
by a parent picture firm, is that there is now a chance for return to j 
the old method.of circuit operation, voluntarily or otherwise. 


a 
(Before Cons olidati 


yY , 


affiliated 


DOS- 7 











Ad Sensationalism on ‘Booloo’ Pic 


> ee 
‘PROF. BEWARE’ IN mee 
e Editor, VARIETY: 

PLAGIARISM SUIT I have read Paramount's adver. 
tisement for ‘Booloo’ on page 14 of 
your issue of July 20, 1938, with 
a great deal of interest and awed 
surprise. If such things as are de- 





Suit for $8,500, plus a percentage 


of the profits from ‘Professor = scribed in the text actually take 
ware, will be filed in the U. S. dis- place in the ‘very heart of the : 
trict court, N. Y., in the next few 


Malayan jungle,’ I and several peo- 
ple I know have unwittingly taken 
our lives in our hands. If we had 
known about the ‘eye for an eye’ 


days against Harold Lloyd and Par- 
amount by William Jourdan Rapp 
Brentano, writers. Ac- 
tion will claim the comedian 





ry 





used | racket, about the ‘thousand untamed 
their material in his film, after turn-|beasts’ and especially about the 
ing down the purchase of their |White Tiger, perhaps we should 
script. Summons in the case has|inever have ventured forth withcut 
been served, but the complaint has!a machine gun—unless, cf course, 
not yet been filed. Phil Wittenberg | the ‘blood-lusting, beautiful women’ 
|is attorney for the plaintiffs. had proved quite irresistible 
According to the plaintiffs, they; As for the ‘terrible Sakai’'—dur- 
submitted a script to Lloyd a couple |ing the time I spent making ‘Five 


and received a partial | Faces,’ 
If Lloyd | 
| purchased the script he was ta pay 
plus a percen- | 


a film of Malaya which is now 
showing throughout Britain, I found 
these pecple to be charming, intel- 
ligent ard helpful. They never un- j 
derstood what we were doing or 
Instead, he returned the script. | What the camera was, but they were 4 

Plaintiffs now assert Lloyd used | Willing to humour us in our, to 
their story in ‘Professor Beware’ and | them, stupid actions. 





they are seeking the $8,500 balance, 
plus the stated percentage. They fig- 
ure the total will come to about 
$75,000. 

Rapp is editor of True Story mag. 
He and Brentano are also authors of 
‘Greek to Me,’ which is on the Vin- 
ton Freedley production schedule 
and for which Cole Porter is to do 
the music. 





Brabin Stricken in Paris 














Paris, Aug. 3. 

Charles Brabin, director-husband 
of Theda Bara, was in the American | 
hospital here suffering from ‘nerv- | 
ous fatigue,’ the result of his re- 
cent illness in London. | 
| He was released this week, but is 
| still convalescing at home. 








More Than $20,000,000 Amus. Tax : 


K.0.'s Hope US. 


Will Drop 10% Tap 





Washington, Aug 9. 
Indefinite continuance of the pres- 
ent scale of admissions taxes (10% 


'on all ducats over 40c) was fore- 


shadowed by Treasury Department 
last week. 
be asked again this winter to pro- 
long the emergency rates, in view of 
the anticipated huge deficit in the| 
fiscal year which ends next June 30. 

Deaf to the wails 
revenue experts fee 
ous levies imposed in 1932 still can- 
not be lifted, even though repeal 
would be a shot in the arm to some 
lines of business. Chiefly 


of exhibitors 


because industries affected can cal- 
culate the effect better than they 
could some new form of levy. 

As has been the case each year 
lepression, prospects for 


are decidedly poor. 
Treasury has noted the substantial 
yield from theatres and other types 


from $29,856,649 to $28,954,649, has | of entertainment, adhering to the be- from $15,279,397 in 1935. 


lief that patronage is not materially | 


because | 
| machinery is well established and also | 


Repeatedly the | 


curbed and proprietors do not suf- 
| fer, 

Despite the recent slump in re- 
ceipts from the 10% admissions tap, 
| the Government got too much from | 








| 


Congress probably will | this source during the last fiscal | (Strand Film Co., Ltd.. 


| year to expect the Treasury would | 
| acquiesce in returing to the old 
| permanent basis of exempting tickets 
;under $1. Almost equally sure to | 
resist the proposal that starting point | 


»| be raised to 6le or 7é6c. | 
the miscellane- | 


Pennies, nickels, and dimes which 
| the Government took from film pa- | 
trons and other diversion-seekers in | 
the last fiscal year mounted to new | 
high, $20,800,774, on basis of pre- 
liminary figures. Even though there | 
were several sickening drops in 
wicket receipts. The aggregate pay- | 
ments to the Treasury were $] 300.- | 
| 000 better than the revised edianet 
|} given Congress last January 4 

| 


| even farther ahead of the 1937 take, 
which was $19,740,191. Over a four- 

year period, the yield from the ducat 
F impost has bounced around 33% 


The 1936 | 
total was $17,112,175. 





| type can do nothing but harm to the 
}cinema industry. I am, 


| ture stories on the screen when such 


|which definitely present 


| writer has been postponed unt 
| tember, 
|} ments in New York. 


| Tammany district leader, 


‘of lions and tigers. 


Mr. H. D. Noone, the anthropologist 
who took me up into the jungle, has 





made several trips of many months 
duration alone across the remotest 
mountains and untouched jungle, 


and, as far as I know, has never nad 
any difficulty at all, except that due 
to the natural shyness of jungle peo- 
ple. Poison darts they certainly use 
—to kill rats and monkeys for food; 
and they can prcbably be as fero- 
cious in the face of attack as any 
other race, whether civilized or not. 

Advertisements of the ‘Boojoo’ 


sersonally, 
an enthusiastic admirer of adven- 


stories are frankly fictitious and do 
not pretend to portray actual facts. 
But no gcod can be said of films 
distorted 
facts concerning actual people and 
places. By all means let us enjoy 
the activities of Tarzan, of jungle 
princesses and white goddesses, but 
let us keep fact out of ii. 

There must be many people io 
whom this sort of film is offensive, 
and certainly in this country there 's 
a large potential audience which is 
definitely being kept away from the 
cinemas by this kind of cheap sene 
sationalism. 

Your headline of the 


same_ issue 


says: ‘Pix Slipping in Stix.’ Perhaps 
there is some connection between 
the two items. 

Alexander Shaw. 


37-39 Oxford 





street, London, W.1.) 


Runyon’s Pic Bow Waits 





‘Meliyw ood, ig. 9. 4 
Damon Runyon’s debut as a Metro 
| Sep- 
due to newspaper commit 

Hearst’s ace reporter is assigned t0 & 
cover the trial of James J. Hines, 
in the pol- §& 
icy racket case. 





Nelson Circusing in Pix 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Bert Nelson will do his cat a 
in Sol Lesser’s ‘Peck’s Bad Boy * 
the Circus.’ 
Goes before lenses with his caéé 
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PIX BIZ MISSES OUT 


Postponement and probable abandonment of the industry | 
trade conference 1s a severe blow to exhibitor interests through- | 
out the country. Quite apart from the long delay in the settle- | 
ment of trade problems through the medium of the Govern-| 
ment’s anti-trust suit against major distributors, it is the’ 
general belief of exhibitors that self-regulation could do the! 
job better and quicker than court ukase, 








Frankness of Sidney R. Kent’s statement that the reason for 
ostponement is because of the legal issues which have arisen | 
since the filing on July 20 of the anti-trust suit against major | 
companies and 122 individuals is typical of the forthright | 
policy he always has used in dealing with trade matters. 

He says, ‘Right after Labor Day, and after counsel have 
given their opinion, it can be said definitely what the position 
in regard to meetings with exhibitors will be, or it can be said 
whether conditions, because of the pendency of the Govern- 
ment’s suit, make it impossible to meet the exhibitors at all.’ | 


| 
Film industry never before has found itself in a situation 
quite so confusing. Never before have industry leaders found 
themselves in a spot quite so embarrassing. And never before 
has the trade been so curious to know and understand. exactly 
what President Roosevelt told the heads of the eight largest | 
film companies at the White House meeting on June 25, last. | 
In attendance at that meeting were Will H. Hays, Barney | 
Balaban (Par), Nate Blumberg (U), Harry Cohn (Col),’S. R.| 
Kent (20th-Fox), George J. Schaefer (UA), Nicholas M. 
Schenck (Loew’s), Leo Spitz (RKO) and Major Albert 
Warner (WB). 





Spokesman for the industry stated after the White House 
conference that the Chief Ixecutive ‘received an encouraging 
picture of production activities and the continued progress in) 
self-regulation of the motion picture industry.’ | 





Is it possible that the film executives, when they met with 
the President, were uninformed that the Department of Justice 
already had sent to the Government printing office the care- 
fully drawn and extensive bill of particulars in the contem- 
plated anti-trust action? | 

And is it possible that none of the film executives was aware 
of the impending legal strafe? 

And was there any relation between the White House meet- 
ing on June 25 and the announcement of the trade conference | 
issued on June 28? 


And did hope beat expectantly that the trade conferences | 
might swerve the Department of Justice from its long avowed | 
purpose of cracking down on the major film companies? | 

i] 





And, last, are answers to these questions anyone’s business 
except the defendant companies and the 122 individual execu | 
tives and company directors who are defendants? | 

Yes. Thousands of independent theatre operators in the | 
United States are intensely interested in knowing exactly what | 
is likely to happen to their interests if regulation of trade prac- | 
tices must await the court’s decision and the interminable ap- | 
peal rulings. They would like to know why and how a gesture | 
for cooperative planning is suddenly converted into an in- 
definite push-off. 


Upon the outcome of the Government’s suit depends the- 
future structure of the whole motion picture business. Will the_ 
Government through the Federal courts, write the ticket for 
independent exhibitors whose combined investments in theatre | 
properties far exceeds the values of properties owned by the. 
defendant companies ? | 

It begins to look that way. It begins to appear that the 
major film companies, through refusal earlier to cope with the 
trade practice problems of the industry during the interval of 
three years since the end of the NRA code, have let slip from 
their grasp the opportunity for self-regulation. 

In other words, major distributors talked about self-regula- | 
tion and did nothing about it. Then, at the last minute, they | 
attempted to set up a plan for conferences, but it was too late. | 


That the plan for self-regulation was still-born may not be 
attributed to the enterprise, foresight and determination ot 
Sidney R. Kent, who assumed an industry duty in undertaking 
the chairmanship of the distributors’ committee. It was Kent 
who fought and won for exhibitors the concessions they ob- 
tained in 1933, and some of the favorable provisions they won 
in the NRA code. 


Self-regulation is dubious. 


Procrastination has won again. 
See 


Still an Orphan Day-and-Date 
WOW Aug Q 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. sata wood, Aug. 9 
John Speaks, independent pro- Sam Bischoff plays a 
wucer, has postponed but not aban- er at Warners Aug. 22, sendin 
Goned his plan to make ‘Little Or- 


louble head- 


y two 
mS bY 


“9 productions before the cameras at 
pre Annie’ for Paramount release A | 
5 j the sam ime 
atest move is to expand from one ‘e same time. 
. ’ +’ + ¢ 
Picture into a series. Films are ‘Crime Is a Racket, fea- 


Studio has extended the date of turing Frankie Burke, and ‘Unfit to 
a a i y 4° ‘ f oe ana iat 
me to permit Speaks to arrange Print,” with Pa B » and Joa 

€ financing. Blondell. 





Glutton on Diet 





Hollywood, Aug. 9. | 

Busier than a one-man band || 
for 18 months, Richard Lane 
is winding up his acting con- 
tract at RKO and whittling || 
down his seven business en- 
terprises to one. In his leisure 
moments between pictures, || 
Lane had financial interests in 
a firfh making chemical farm- 
ing tanks, a tire rebuilding || 
plant, an auto sales agency, a 
Venetian blind factory and a 
30% cut in a dentist whom he 
staked through college. 

His lone remaining business 
activity is the management of 
Gentleman Danny McShain, 
rassler, 











| Wood situation, with a view to pro- 
| ducing on international scale. | 


HICKS, BRITISH, 
OGLES HWOOD 
PROD. SCENE 





Hollywood, Aug. 9 
Ben Hicks, theatre operator in 
America and London, before unload- 
ing his British houses to Paramount, 
is here from England, backed by 


British capital, to size up the Holly- | 


Hicks will report to his financing 
associates on whether to make pic- 
tures here or concentrate in London. 

Idea is to produce for both Amer- | 
ican and foreign release. 


‘Gultiver’ All Set To 
Travel; Ditto ‘Aiaddin’s 
Par, U Feature Cartoons 











Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger, | 
after a month in New York, have} 
completed their writing of the songs | 
for ‘Gulliver’s Travels.’ This is the | 
full-length cartoon feature which | 
Max Fleischer is producing for'| 
Paramount. 

Rainger is already back west and/| 
Robin follows. 





Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Color tests are in progress for | 

Walter Lantz’s $750,000 cartoon, | 
‘Aladdin and His Wonderful Lamp,’ | 
at Universal. Arabian Nights tale is | 
one of four cartoons Lantz will pro-| 
uce for U release. 


SNIDER MEETING DEAN 
ON COAST NEXT WEEK 


Leon °. Snider, who has been in 
New York for several weeks after | 
returning from a two-month stay in | 
Europe, heads for the Coast next 
week. Partner in the Snider-Dean 
circuit of Australia plans to meet 
George Dean of the firm in Los An- 
geles. 

Snider stopped fo: several weeks | 
in N. Y. early this spring before go- 
ing abroad. On this and his subse- 
quent visit he is credited with con- 
tacting film companies and stage 
show producers and lining up deals | 
for Snider-Dean. Understood that | 
Dean came to the U. S. to follow | 
through on these propositions, prob- | 
ably doing actual signatuv-ing of all 
deals he approves. 














Bette Davis’ Mexer 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Bette Davis’ next starring role at 
Warners is Carlotta in ‘Phantom 
Crown,’ a yarn of Maximilian’s short 
career as tne last royal ruler of 
Mexico. 

Picture is slated to start 2arly in 
fall, with the script already com- 
pleted by Aeneas McKinzie, Wolf- 
gang Reinhart and John Houston. 

BAXTFR’S NEXT 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 





Next for Warner Baxter at 20th- 
Fox will be ‘King of Khyber 
Rifles.” typed after ‘Bengal Lancer,’ 
and cuncerns the occupation in In- 
dia by British troops. 

RICHMAN’S 2-IN-1i 
hollywoo Aug. 9 

Harry Richman ope i minir 
vo weeks’ stand at ( er ¢ ) 
ere Au? 26 

Likel ») a picture 
the Coa 4 


| holding the 


| buy ‘just about as they please,’ if not 
| at their own terms, and that they’re 


| what it was before the distributors 


NW Exchanges See No Ill Effect 


From U. S. Suit and N. D. Decision: 
Chi Indies and Allied Plan Sut 


- 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Attorneys for the Allied and in- 
; _ |dependent theatres here are ready- 
the Government’s anti-trust suit] ing to file suit within the next two 
against the eight major distributors | weeks in the Federal courts to seek 
and the Federal court decision up-|an injunction restraining film dis- 
North Dakota theatre |tributing from performing contracts 
divorcement law’s validity haven’t|on the new season’s product if the 
had the effect of making independ-|new contracts contain the present 
ent exhibitors in this territory, out-| Clauses of clearance and protection, 
side the Twin Cities, tougher to do and fails to eliminate double fea- 
business with and put them in an | ‘ures ' a ” 
anti-buying mood. The branch man- This decision to file suit follows 

Ss ye : : the futile meetings that were held 
agers insist that selling is progress- ; aes 
. ‘ , . Pee here between Allied representatives 
ing ‘most satisfactorily and that and Paramount-Balaban & Katz 
gains are being shown over the cor- onece, ta tae & & KE. were Austin 
responding period a  Pomaggal age. Keough, Sam Rosenthal, John and 

As far as Minneapolis and St. Paul |Dave Balaban, Walter Immerman 
are concerned, the major exchanges | anq Morris Leonard. Sitting in as 
don’t start selling until later. Some attorney for Allied members was Joe 
of the more prominent independent | Rosenberg, of Rosenberg, Stein & 
exhibitors in the Twin Cities, how- | Rosenberg. Also in the picture is the 
ever, have intimated they expect to|new local Allied chieftain, Jack 
Kirsch, who has succeeded the late 
Aaron Saperstein. 

Meeting resulted in no compromise 
whatever, with each side laughing 
off the other’s proposal for a basis 
| of get-together. Allied group asked 
| for either of two changes in present 
|picture setup in Chicago: (1) the 

Branch managers declare that the slicing of loop to first week of gen- 
vast majority of exhibitors are actu- | eral release clearance from present 
ally eager to buy, especially because | 10 weeks to five weeks, or (2) the 
they anticipate normal business in|jimmediate elimination of double 
the fall and winter. Excepting the | features. 
first-runs in the largest cities, busi- 
ness in this territory has held up 
better during the current depres-| either one of these two proposals 
sion than in other sections of the | However, came back the following 
country, being off, on the average, | day with an offer to eliminate double 
only 15-20%, the exchange heads in- | features in all houses in the city with 
sist. Attitude of exhibitors gener- | the exception of the week of pre- 
ally isn’t any different today from | release, which is the run immediately 
following the loop showings. 

This counter-proposal was nixed 
by the Allied branch, so that the 
entire deal is now a standoff. Allied 
group contends that the restriction 
of doubles to the A houses would 
give B. & K. practically a monopoly 
on twin features in Chicago. 

While it is generally admitted in 
industry and legal circles that there 
is nothing contrary to equity or law 
|in double features, the attorneys for 
buy because of the feeling that | Allied insist that doubles are being 
more advantageous deals can be | used by the major theatres in such a 
made later. way that the pictures are being 

Northwest Allied is holding aj|milked of most of their boxoffice 
meeting here this week to decide | value in the first few runs of the 
‘what effect, if any,’ recent ‘industry | flicker, with the exhibitors toward 
developments’ should have on mem-|the tail end of the releasing pro- 
bers’ buying policies. President W. | cession getting the skimmed milk. 
A. Steffes is expected to advise the|, I this way the Allied attorney 
independents to resist percentage |0Pe to tie in double features as a 
deals, forced buying of shorts, etc., key point in their entire argument, 
and, if necessary, to carry out threats and thus attempt to kill off doubles 


to enlist the aid of the Dept. of as an inequitable method of exhibit- 
grain prices. While crops, generally, 
M-G Stalls Court Tiff 
- , 
0 l | Metro is going to finance and re- 
As a condition for postponing argu- | P48et of $1,500.C00. 
Lieut. Frank Wead’s original, ‘Test | 
husband's similarly titled book, ‘Test 


Justice ‘to obtain a square deal.’ ng prowess. 
will be good, prices have dropped 

By Giving ‘Test Pilot’ | lease ‘Gone With the Wind,’ David 
ment on the motion for a preliminary | Pact allows Selznick to select a 
Pilot,’ which Victor Lawrence and | 
Pilot,’ was infringed upon. 


One fly in the ointment, as far as 

the business outlook in thi. territory METRO RELEASE 

: > 

so far that the farm income will be 6 , 
much less than was previously an- 

| O. Selznick produc:ng and Clark 

° . 9 *¢_|Gable in the role of Rhett Butler. 

Script to Collins Wife Production will start shortly after 

injunction, Metro has agreed to fur-| Payer for the role of Scarlett 

nish the widow of James H. Collins O’Hara, either from the Metro stellar 
Waldemar Young authored. Mrs. |! 
Delores Lacy Collins is suing Metro 
Her attorney, Harry Weinberger, 
has gone to the Coast in connection 


is concerned, is the abnormally low 
ticipated. 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
New Year’s Day, with an _ initial 
with the actual shooting script of ‘anks or from the outside, 
for $1,000,000, alleging that her late 
with this case, 


Minneapolis, Aug. 9. 
Local exchange heads claim that 





prepared to ‘take up with the Jus- 
tice Department at Washington any 
‘unfair’ or ‘unreasonable’ demands | 
on the distributors’ part. 


‘Eager to Buy’ 


B & K’s Nix 
Balaban & Katz execs couldn’t see 


were handed their recent body blows 
by the Federal court and govern- 
ment. 

At a Standstill 


Northwest Allied leaders here de- 
ride the exchanges’ claims regarding 
selling and assert that ‘it’s at a 
standstill.’ They say the ‘unsettle- 
ment’ is making independent the- 
atres ‘very cautious’ and loath to 























Waenees Ahoy! 





Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Fleet of whaling vessels is being 
rounded up in Seattle for use in the 
filming of Warners’ ‘Sea Wolf,’ 
starring Pat O’Brien. Production 
starts Sept. 1. 
| Studio is getting sea-minded. with 


Irene Castle Confers | ‘The Sea Wolf,’ ‘The Sea Hawk’ and 
‘The Sea Beast’ scheduled for the 


On Three-Way Stint next few mont! 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. | - = 


Irene Castle Mc] aughlin is due ‘ ’ 
here Thursday (11) to confer with Ice for Schunzel 
Pandro Berman on hei three-way Hollyy d, A 9 
JOD as writer, technical advisor and R hold Schunzel gets ‘The Ice 
‘octume designer for ‘The Castles.’ Folli« t Metro as his second di- 

Play, built around 41. ne and Ver- rect b in America following 

n Castl when they were Amer- M Girl 

eading cance team, wil! co-sta1 B ? being constructed on 

Ginger’ Rogers and Fred Astaire. the baci t f a Sept. 1 start. 
Start is slated for mid-September Harry R roducer, 
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Wilton C. Moore, Prez of S.E.MPTO, 


Details an Indie’s Slant on How 





| 


| 
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To Effect Exhib-Distrib Accerd 


By Milton C. Moore 


Southeastern Theatre 


Owners’ Assn.) 


(President, 


Jacksonville, Fla., Aug. 5. 

I greatly appreciate your asking 
that I express my personal opinion 
regarding the Trade Conference pro- 
posals for the distributors and ex- 
hibitors in an effort to arrive at some 
workable plan to solve the many dif- 
ferences and d jing elements 


which have grown on this great in- 
dustry during the past years. 

I want first to thank Variety for 
its always fair policy of reporting 
to the industry at large both sides of 


every controversial matter, as there 
are thousands of small exhibitors 
located in small towns that do 
not belong to any association 
and who are unable to under- 
stand the problems at hand; and, 
if they are not ven both sides 
of every ai , then they are apt 
to arrive at the mg conclusion. 

In discussing the various problems 


to be considered by a conference be- 
tween the distributors and the ex- 
hibitors in an attempt to establish 
some form of working out the many 
disturbing elements which have 
grown onus during the past few years 
I would like to first say that there 
are two sides of every question, and 
that I will try to keep that in mind 
at all times. I call to your attention 
the various exhibitor setups in this 
great industry in order to show that 
this problem is not at all easy to 
solve, due to the many different | 
viewpoints by the exhibitors them- 
selves, 


Types of Exhibs 


In the exhibition end we have four 
major classes of exhibitors—the Af- | 
filiated Circuits, the Non-Affiliated | 
Circuits, the Opposition Independents 
and the Non-Opposition Independ- 
ents—and each of these look at the 
situation through different eyes, | 
hence a solution that would suit one 
would ruin the other. Then we have 
the problems of the major producers, 
which are our problems as well as 
theirs. Then there are the inde- | 
pendent or smaller producers, who | 
have a different problem than the | 
major producers. 


problems we have to go into and try | 
to find a suitable solution for can be | 
divided into: block booking, clear- 
ance, percentage, preferred playing 
time, overproduction, forcing of | 
news and_ short. subjects, score 
charges, withdrawal of announced 
features, selling without titles or 
stars, which make nine different 
problems which will have to be 
worked out before this industry will 


|has a price range from top to bottom, 
|and the theatres 


| by each producer that are in the low 


| how a fair solution can be worked 


; : | picture on a percentage from top to 
First, I will say that the greatest | bottom with the percentage starting 





settle down to normal again 

I will now take up the first sub- | 
ject that I mentioned, which is: 

Block Booking 

The opposition exhibitors are for | 
block booking, as they are able to} 
tie up product under this method of 
selling. The non-opposition exhib- 
itors are against it, as they would 
like to buy and run only the biggest 
productions released by every pro- 
ducer and not have to bother with 
the smaller features. I believe that I 
am safe in saying that this number of 
exhibitors are about equally divided 


| covered in the paragraph just ahead 


i ture has 


in number in this country. The dis- | 


tributors are for it, as it is a much 


cheaper way of selling their product, | 


and they know exactly how much 
revenue they will have for the 
year, and, again, they are able to 
finance their operations much better, 
as they can borrow on their con- 
tracts. 
obtain most 
the big 


of their 


cities, and 


revenue from 
they 


Then, again, the distributors | 


would on other days, and yet, the 


| that called for in the contract. 


are cone | 


trolled by the circuits, and the cir- | 


tuits prefer block booking. I will 
say that block booking is not the 
main problem and can be left alone 
if a solution for overproduction can 
be worked out along with the forc- 
ing of news and short subjects, which 


r 


{ will touch on later. 


Clearance 

This problem is very vital, as it 
las caused a lot of trouble between 
»pposition exhibitors, and during the 
NRA days it was one of the most fre- 
quent cases to come up. This is due 
0 circuits which control several the- 
atres in a city charging various 
prices. holding their independent op- 
position off till after they have fin- 
ished with each feature or short sub- 
ject. In many instances the circuit 


in the low price 
class are not always representative 
houses. The opposition will have a 
higher price and a much finer theatre 
in a much better location and oper- 


ated on a much higher plane, and 
yet he forced to follow the last 
run of the circuit. He can never 
depend on product, due to the fact 


that he has to change his bookings 
every time the circuit or opposition 
change theirs Then, again, where 
there are smaller towns within a few 
miles of a larger circuit-owned town, 
this exhibitor is faced with the same 
situation as though he was in the 
larger town, as the smaller towns are 
required to stay behind the larger 
ones. This situation could be cleared 
up very easily if theatres could be 
classed first, second, third run, and 
so on, based on the class of operation 
and the price charged, regardless of 
who owned them. Set up a reason- 
able time between runs and make 
each theatre either clear the run or 
surrender their rights if not run 
within their clearance, and the next 
run passed .on to its rightful owner. 
This same solution would work out 





t where there are towns close enough 


to each other to make a decided dif- 
ference. 
Percentage 

This problem presents various ar- 
guments for and. against both from | 
the exhibitor and the distributor. | 
The distributors maintain that they 
are entitled to a percentage on their 
top productions ranging from 35% 
to 50% and yet on their poorer class 
productions the exhibitors have to 
take a loss in most instances. There 
are many more productions released 





gross class than are in the higher 
class and when an exhibitor has to 
pay out part of his profits on the 
only ones that will make him anv | 


| money and still have to pay a flat 


price for the ones that fall below | 


| house expenses he naturally cannot | 


make this situation jibe. 
I frankly say that I don’t know 


out for this problem and can only 
offer the best thing that I can think 
of, which is this: Either play every 


at 15% and ending at 40%, with the 
releases being placed in their re- 
spective classes after their key runs 
have established their earning power. 
Or if this plan is not agreeable, then 
to sell the entire contract at a flat 
rental. I may add here that the 
number of days to be run on per- 
centage pictures must be according 
to the gross maintained by each pic- 
ture, and when it falls below a cer- 
tain figure the picture will have fin- 
ished its run and not before. Also 
that the days of the week be 
agreed on between the distributor 
and the exhibitor, as some features 
do better than others on certain 
days of the week. 
Preferred Playing Time 

This problem I have somewhat 
as this problem only presents itself 
where percentage pictures are in- 
volved. I will only say here that 
producers ofttimes state that a pic- 
:o have a Saturday and 
Sunday date and ofttimes the pic- 
ture in question will not gross as 
much on a Saturday-Sunday as it 


distributor will not agree to open 
the picture on any other day than 
This | 
is absolutely unfair to the exhibitor | 
as, if he has to play a percentage 
picture, then he would rather play 
it on the days it would gross the 
most money in his particular tieatre. 
The contract should be flexible 
enough for the branch manager to 
decide with the exhibitor which days 
should be involved on each show. 





Overproduction 

This problem mainlv concerns the 
producers. The exhibitors are in- 
volved simply because they are 
forced to buy the entire product 
from whatever producer they do| 
business with. If an exhibitor could 
buy 56% of the product, then he 
would not care how many pictures | 
each producer released each year. | 
This has come about because each 
major company wants to tie up as 
much playing time as possible. and 
when one announces 59 pictures. | 
then each f the other producers im- 


mediately announces the same aum- 
ber. 

It is a well-known fact that none 
of the companies produces more 
than 10 features each year that gross 
big money. There are about -0 other 
features that 
and the balance of about 30 gross be- 
low theatre expenses. Then it would 
certainly seem possible that should 
each producer cut his production 
down to 25 features he would be able 
to devote more time to better pic- 


'tures and save a lot of real money 


in print costs, salaries, distribution 


|and everything that goes into the 


minor 
1o 
between 
and they 
off 


making of 
would have 
agreement 
themselves 
much better 
Forcing of News and Shorts 
This prcblem is easily solved by 
the producers realizing that an ex- 
hibitor can only run so much short 
product. If he has a double feature 
policy he is unable to run as many 
shorts as a theatre with a single 
feature policy. Most theatres can 
run only one issue of news and if he 
buys from Metro, Paramount, Fox, 
Universal and RKO, he has a con- 
stant argument as to whose news he 
will run that year and if he alter- 
nates the news with each company he 
still gets no place as they don’t 
want to wait two or four years to 


product. This 


the producers 
would all be 


have one news run in his theatre. 
This problem can be easily solved by 
the producers using one newsreel | 
agency and distribute the news 
through this one agency. Each pro- 
ducer could own equal stock in it 
regardless of where the newsreels | 


played or how many issues. 

Under this same heading I will 
mention production of trailers by 
Metro, Warner, etc., also by National 
Screen Service and other service 
companies. The exhibitor should be 
left free to decide what trailer ser- 
vice he wants to use or let the vari- 
ous producers owh and operate a 
central trailer service, each owing 


| equal stock in it, thereby receiving 


equal representation and profits. 
Score Charge 


This is a question that has caused 
a lot of talk and many arguments 
and for which the producers have as 
yet been unable to show any real 
reason. Some distributors make a 
score charge and some don’t, or at 
least if they do it is not shown sepa- 
rately. This question can easily be 
cleared up by the producers show- 
ing that there is a real reason for it. 
Withdrawal of Announced Features 

This is absolutely unfair and has 
caused a lot of lawsuits, disputes and 
ill feeling between exhibitor and dis- 
tributor. It is a well known problem 
and needs no discussion except that 
every distributor should be forced to 
deliver the product which he prom- 
ised at the time the contract was 
sold. The solution to this problem is 
absolutely within the hands of the 
distributor. 

This is the only business in the 
world that has any standing what- 
soever where a certain thing is sold 
and then withdrawn without any lia- 
bility being placed on the seller, and 
then offered for re-sale later under 
different terms, or even the same 
terms. Each producer should be 
honor-bound, if not by law, to de- 
liver the product announced at the 
time the contract was signed. 

Selling Without Title or Stars 

This practice was started only a 
few years back. It was first tried by 
one distributor and then by the 
other, till now nearly all of the dis- 
tributors use it. The only excuse 
they have for not placing in your 
contract that you have bought a cer- 
tain star’s picture, a certain author’s 
story or a certain kind of story ata 
certain price is that they, the pro- 
ducers, do not know at the start of 
the season what will be a money 
making picture later on, or what star 
may rise sudderly to public demand 
later on in the same year, or what 


| book or story may be popular now 


and unpopular later on. 
We remember very clearly just a 


short time back the standard contract 
| carried a clause 


that if a star or 
story was substituted the exhibitor 
could cancel the picture regardless 


| of price or terms and no other pic- 
ture could be moved up to take its | 


place. This selling method that 
used now absolutely protects the dis- 
tributor on all of his percentage pic- 
tures as he has a right to move into 
percentage class every picture that 
has any signs of making money on its 
key runs up to the number of per- 
centage pictures you have bought on 
that contract. This gives the exhibi- 
tor 
money maker at flat rental. Every 
element of chance is taken out of 
the release schedule for the distribu- 
tor and under the present method 
of selling by all except one producer, 
the distributor absolutely protects 


himself when you sign your contract | 


gross above expenses, | 


come about by an | 


is | 


iittle chance of ever getting a/! 


—e 
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Foreign Cast(e) System 


ey 





a visiting celeb goes to Paris. 





artistic quality. 





Simone Simon returned to her native France quite unostentatiously 
after being washed up at 20th-Fox. 
the 20th-Fox organization sidestepped the usual whoop-de-do when 


This is in line with a new attitude towards foreign artists who come 
to Hollywood on short commitments and, when failing to make the 
grade, even find themselves losing caste in their native land, That's 
why some are assiduously sidestepping American bids, unless assured 
of a decent break. Charles Boyer and Danielle Darrieux are pointed 
to now as the only ones really enjoying both U. S. and French dis- 
tinction, from two perspectives—the American b.o. and the native 


Paris, Aug. 9. 


No hoopla upon her arrival and 








‘Zanuck Back at Studio; 


Hollywood, Aug. 9 
Darryl Zanuck’s first studio job on 
|his return from Europe was to put 
lspurs to the production of 


| James,’ to complete the first half of 
|} his 1938-39 program. 





| Sol M. Wurtzel, in charge of 
smaller budgeteers at 20th-Fox, 
| sending ‘Corn on the Cob’ and 


| Very Practical Joke’ into production, 
| bringing his list up to 50% of the 
| year’s quota of 28. 

| This is the schedule of releases up 
| to the beginning of 1939: Aug. 5, 
| ‘Gateway’; Aug. 12, ‘Keep Smiling’; 
| Aug. 19, ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’; 
Aug. 26, ‘Speed to Burn’; Sept. 2, 
‘My Lucky Star’; Sept. 9, ‘Safety in 
Numbers’; Sept. 16, ‘Hold That Co- 
| ed’; Sept. 23, ‘Time Cut for Murder’; 
| Sept. 30, ‘Wooden Anchors’; Oct. 7, 
‘Meet the Girls’; Oct. 14, ‘Straight, 
Place and Show’; Oct. 21, ‘Mysterious 
Mr. Moto’; Oct. 28, ‘Suez’; Nov. 4, 
‘Always in Trouble’; Nov. 11, ‘Just 
Around the Corner’; Nov. 18, ‘Char- 
lie Chan in Honolulu’; Nov. 25, ‘By 
the Dawn’s Early Light’; Dec. 9, ‘Five 
of a Kind’; Dec. 16, ‘While New York 
Sleeps’; Dec. 23, ‘Jesse James.’ 


Kelly’s ‘Miracle’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Burt Kelly, recently signed by Uni- 





(Mon.) to start preparations. 
Veteran in pictures, Kelly has been 

associated recently with Nat Levine, 

first at Republic and later at Metro. 





and the distributor classifies his re- 


putting each top picture in the high- 
est price bracket possible. It leaves 
the exhibitor with the sluff-offs at 
the end of the season in the low 
bracket where he might have a 
chance to make a little money on 
some of the lower-price pictures. 
This practice must be stopped as it 
is not equity although you have to 
agree to it in your contract, or you 
don’t buy the pictures, and that 
means you don’t run your theatre. 


In Conclusion 


thority on exhibition or on distribu- 
tion. I do not claim that I have any 
better solution for the so-called evils 
of exhibition or distribution 
any other man or woman. I am fully 
aware of the fact that there are 


will always try and get everything 
that they possibly can, and that will 
never agree to give up one single 


claim that the affiliated circuits are 
trying to do any more to anybody 
than some of the independent non- 
opposition exhibitors, for there are 
good and bad in every class and 


through their general sales mana- 
gers, branch managers and sales force 
are good or bad, for there are both 
kinds and there always will be. 
But I do maintain that if a few 
fair-minded exhibitors, representing 
the different exhibitor organizations. 





each producer and take 


‘Jesse James’ in Work 


| 


‘Jesse | 


1S 


‘A | 


STUDIO LABOR 
CONTINUING 
AS Is 





With producers making no de- 
mands for a new deal under the 
studio five-year basic agreement 


with unions for the year from April 
1 last through to next April, 1939, 
although hoping for a_ reduction, 
no meeting has yet been set for 
parleys between the big five and the 
majors and probably won’t be. The 
result, according to spokesmen, will 
probably be that the studios will go 
along under the old terms. 

Pat Casey, labor representative 
for the major producers, has been 


in New York for some time and 
will remain two or three weeks 
longer but not known that George 


E. Browne, president of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees and other interna- 
tional presidents will approach him 
to discuss terms for this year, 
Browne was in New York last week. 

Browne is expected in from Wash- 
ington shortly, with the IA planning 
to move offices permanently from 
there to New York. For many years 


| headquartering in N. Y., the IA was 


| moved 


versal to produce ‘West Side Miracle,’ | 
checked in at the studio yesterday | 


to Washington about five 
years ago when Browne went in as 
president, 





Washington, Aug. 9. 
National headquarters of Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees will be shifted shortly to 
New York. 
Stagehands’ union is scheduled to 


| set up shop in Radio City’s Inter- 


leases from time to time, thereby | 





I do not set myself up as an au- | 


national Building about the middle of 
September. 


Swarthout Quits Pix 
After Next Par Prod. 


Gladys Swarthout’s next picture 
for Paramount, seheduled to go into 
production late in September, will 
wind up her contract with the studio. 
She claims she will not sign any 
other film deal, at least for another 
year. Singer is set for a six-months’ 
concert and operatic tour of Eng- 
land, the Continent and Australia, 








| opening next May. 


than | 


plenty of people on both sides that | 


advantage they now have. I do not | 


there always will be. I do not claim | 
that every distributor or producer | 


will sit down with the officials of | 
off their | 


coats and go into a conference with | 


the full intention and determination 
| to work out a fair and equitable so- 
| lution for the several major problems 
| affecting all of us and are unselfisn 
enough to give and take, that there 
would be peace and harmony over 
| night and we could all get along 
swell together and go ahead and 
| make this great industry which we 
all love so well an even greater and 
more glorious business, It is far bet- 
| ter to do this than to be thrown into 
the lap of professional politicians and 
have them tell us how to run a busi- 
ness they know nothing at all about. 


' 


Contralto returned from Europe 
last Thursday (4) with her husband, 
Frank Chapman. She is signed to 
appear with the Met Opera Co. again 
this season. Chapman will wind up 
his film commitments this fall and 
has a number of concert dates dur- 
ing the winter. 





Jack Warner Abroad 
For Theatre Opening 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Jack L. Warner is going to London 
for the opening of the new Warners 
theatre, Oct. 11, on the site of the old 
Daly's in Leicester Square. 
New house will make its bow with 
‘Robin Hood,’ 





Kent Resumes Vacash 





Returning from Rangely. Me., to 
meet Darry] Zanuck upon his arrival, 
and to contact the committee on 
trade practice reforms which 
cludes Bill Rodgers, Ned Depinet and 
Abe Montague, S. R. Kent left Fri- 
day (5) for the upper New England 
coast. He will probably remain 1n 
Maine during the rest of August 

Zanuck, who was in Europe two 
months, is already back in Holly- 
wood, having arrived there Monday 
(8). Tyrone Powr, who was in New 
York, flew west Sunday (7), stop- 
ping off in Chicago for one day. 
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DIRECTORS TO Aln 


GRIEVANCES 


Studios Balk at Guild De-| 
mand to Bargain for'| 
Three Groups—20-Fox| 
Files Lengthy Answer of 
Denial—Action Seen as) 
Short Cut If SDG Certified | 


SP BREAKUP? 





Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Charges that 10 major film com- 
panies were guilty of unfair labor 
practices in refusing to negotiate a 


working agreement with the Screen | 
Directors Guild will be aired before | 
a trial examiner for the National | 


Labor Relations Board here Aug. 22. 
Simultaneously the examiner will 
conduct a hearing on the petition of 
the SDG asking for certification as 


bargaining representative for direc-| 


tors, unit managers and _ assistant 
directors. 
Dr. Towne Nylander, regional di- 


rector for the NLRB, ordered the two 


cases consolidated after attorneys for | 


the companies renewed their refusal 
to recognize the Guild unless the or- 
ganization was divided into two sepa- 
rate guilds, with directors in one and 
unit managers and assistant directors 
in the other. 


The producers contend that the 
three groups do not constitute an 
appropriate bargaining unit, and in- 
sist that directors are not employees 
within the meaning of the Wagner 
Labor Act. They have offered to ne- 
gotiate separate agreements with the 
directors and unit managers and as- 
sistant directors, 


Plans for an agreement to stipulate 
tertain evidence pertaining to the 
film industry will be discussed this 
week at a conference between Dr. 
Nylander, William Walsh, senior 
counsel for the NLRB; Barry Bran- 
nen, attorney for the Guild, and rep- 
resentatives of the 10 companies. 
Such an agreement will eliminate 
the necessity of calling many wit- 
nesses, aS evidence used in the 
Screen Writers Guild hearing rela- 
tive to interstate commerce, etc., 
could be offered by stipulation. 


Companies against which unfair 
labor practice charges have been 
filed by the Guild are Metro, Par- 
‘amount, Samuel Goldwyn, Selznick- 
International, | Universal, Walter 
Wanger, Warners, Columbia, RKO- 
Radio, 20th-Fox. Action is seen as 
@ move by the Guild to speed up rec- 
ognition by the producers. Should 
the Guild be certified by the NLRB, 
this legal move would save the Guild 
12 months’ time, usual procedure be- 
ing to wait until after certification 


and refusal to bargain and then start | 


unfair labor practice charges. Pres- 
ent method is a short cut. 
Beyond Federal Action 

20th-Fox is first film company to 
file an answer to the petition of the 
directors for certification. Answer, 
Prepared by Alfred Wright, general 
counsel for company, claims direc- 
tors have individual contracts with 
Studios that cannot be’ upset by a 
congressional act. 

Salient points in 20th-Fox answer 
follows: 

“Denies that Association of Motion 
Picture Producers, Inc.; Motion Pic- 
ture Producers and Distributors of 
America, Inc., or Pat Casey, employ 
or employs, or have or has any au- 
thority or right whatsoever to em- 


Ploy any employee for or to act or| 


render services of any kind or nature 
Whatsoever in the employment of 
any person or persons by 20th-Fox 
Film Corp. 

‘Denies that the alleged question 
Concerning representation described 
a Said amended petition is a ques- 
‘on affecting commerce within the 
meaning of said National Labor Re- 
lations Act, or otherwise affecting in- 
terstate commerce; denies that the 
ational Labor Relations Board has 
any jurisdiction or authority to in- 
vestigate the controversy alleged by 
Said amended petition to exist, or to 
vestigate any controversy between 





motion picture directors, assistant 
motion picture directors, unit man- 
agers and 20th-Fox Film Corp., or to 
certify the name or names of any 
representative or representatives 
designated or selected by motion pic- 
ture directors, or assistant motion 


| picture directors or unit managers, 
| or all of them, either under said Na- 


tional Labor Relations Act or other- 
wise. 

‘That the production of motion pic- 
tures by 20th-Fox Film Corp. does 
not affect trade, traffic, commerce, 
transportation or communication 
among the several states of the Unit- 
ed States. 

‘Denies that the average approxi- 
mate number of employes employed 
by said 20th-Fox Film Corp. is 5,000, 
but alleges on the contrary that the 
average number of said employees 
does not exceed 3,000; denies that 
the number of such employees who 
are either motion picture directors, 
| assistant motion picture directors or 
| unit managers is 55, but alleges, on 
the contrary, that the number of such 
employees is approximately 65. 

‘Not Appropriate Bargainer’ 

‘Denies that motion picture direc- 
tors, assistant motion picture direc- 
tors and unit managers comprise a 
bargaining unit which is appropriate 
for collective bargaining under the 
provisions of the National Labor Re- 
lations Act. 

‘Denies 
| Guild, 
motion 


that 
Inc., is a 
picture 


Screen Directors 
representative of 
directors, assistant 
motion picture directors and unit 
|managers for collective bargaining 
| within the meaning of the National 
|Labor Relations Act, or that said 


|Sereen Directors Guild, Inc., is en- | 
de- | 


|titled to represent employes 
{scribed in said amended petition, or 
|entitled to be certified as such rep- 
| resentative; denies that motion pic- 
|ture directors, assistant motion pic- 


ture directors or unit managers are | 
|employes within the meaning or in-| 
tent of said National Labor Relations 





‘Denies that any question has arisen 
| between said Screen Directors Guild, 
|Inc., and 20th-Fox Film Corp. under 
ithe said National Labor Relations 
| Act, or that any question has arisen 
between said Screen Directors Guild, 
Inc., and 20th-Fox Film Corp. as to 
which the National Labor Relations 
| Board has any jurisdiction whatso- 
ever. 

‘That the National Labor Relations 
Board has no jurisdiction over the 
alleged controversy set forth in said 
amended petition, or over any con- 
troversy between 20th-Fox Film 
Corp. and the individuals who are 
designated in said amended petition 
as motion picture directors, assistant 
motion picture directors and unit 
managers, for the reason that said 
persons are not employees within 


Relations Act. 


resent any employes of 20th-Fox 
iFilm Corp., or entitled to be cer- 
tified as the representative of any 
such employes, for the reason that 
lithe individuals who compose 
are members of 
and each of them, are not employes 





National Labor Relations Act and 
| most of said individuals are not and 


| were not at the time of the filing of | 
'the original petition or the amended | 


| petition herein and never were em- | 


|ployes of said 20th-Fox Film Corp. 
wherein and whereby the terms and 
} 
ithe work of said respective motion 
|picture directors are prescribed and 
set forth. 
Charge Purposes Void 

‘That said National Labor Rela- 
tions Act is unconstitutional and void 
linsofar as it purports to authorize 
ithe said National Labor Relations 
Board, or any representative thereof, 
to require 20th-Fox Film Corp. to 
' bargain collectively with such of its 
motion picture directors as have exe- 


cuted and entered into written con- | 
' tracts, and in so far as it purports to | 


entitle said National Labor Relations 
Board, or any representative desig- 
nated by it, or any other person or 
agent, to decide what unit is appro- 
priate for purposes of collective bar- 
gaining, or for the purpose of in- 
vestigating any question concerning 
persons whose relations to said 20th- 
Fox Film Corp. are governed and 
controlled by written contracts be- 
(Continued on page 21) 





NLRB O.K.s SWG 


Washington, Aug. 9. 

Screen Writers’ Guild was 
designated today (Tuesday) as 
exclusive bargaining agency for 
scribblers at 13 Hollywood stu- 
dios. National Labor Relations 
Board ratified results of June 
balloting, throwing out petitions 
for right to represent idea- 
concocters at four other plants. 

Based upon results of the 
June 28 election, the Board 
dubbed the Guild as mouth- 





the meaning of the National Labor | 


‘That said Screen Directors Guild, | 
Inc., is not a unit entitled to rep- | 


and | 
said organization, | 


within the meaning or intent of the | 


|econditions affecting and governing | 


piece for all plot doctors at 
Metro, Selznick, Goldwyn, Re- 
public, Columbia, Paramount, 
RKO, Universal, 20th-Fox, War- 
ners, Roach, Monogram and 
Darmour, where clear major- 
ites were registered. Ashcanned 
requests for permit to front for 
writers working at Grand Na- 
tional, Trem Carr, Major and 
Schulberg shops, Petition for 
investigation of situation at 
Wanger studio was dis- 
missed, in acordance with the 
principle that where there is 
only one eligible voter the 
Board cannot certify a medium. 
No voters at the four plants 
where the Guild was frozen out. 

Refusal of the studios to give 
lists of employees drew a slap 
which indicates the protests 
against the outcome of the elec- 
tion will be shelved. Board said 
Dr. Towne J. Nylander, re- 
gional director at Los Angeles, 
had asked for names of eligibles 
but employees would not coop- 
erate. In view of these condi- 
tions, ‘they are clearly not in a 
position to object to the pro- 
cedure which was followed,’ law 
} interpreters sarcasmed. Also, 
they failed to exercise right to 
have checkers at the polls, so 
the objections are without merit 
and do not deserve further con- 
sideration. 


also 











| Academy Reorgs; 
Sustaining Radio 


Show Over CBS 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences will go strictly sustain- 
ing in the fall with a full hour radio 
show. Decision was reached at a re- 
organization meeting last night (Mon- 
day) to steer clear of sponsors in 
order to maintain freedom of expres- 
sion and avoid any overlording by a 
bankroller. 

Columbia Broadcasting is favored 
for the free show as Academy mem- 
bers feel that NBC carries most of 
| the gossipers who assail the film biz. 
| 


RKO UP IN THE AIR 
OVER ‘BALLOON’ FILM 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
RKO is pressuring Pandro ber- 
man to get ‘Balloon Busters’ under 
way pronto to cash in on the interest 
in air doings. Studio has owned the 
Liberty mag serial for five years, and 








time. 
i 
| production. 

RKO handed Lee Marcus a new 
| three-year contract with supervision 


+ 





| received $5,000 of this amount thus 


Cliff Reid has had the script ready | 
for most release programs since that | 


| Berman personally supervises the | 


| company, through its officials, be or- 


over 34 pictures for the 1938-39 pro- | 


| gram. 

| five years, 

ducer. 
Company 


starting as a shorts pro- 


also lifted options on 


He has been with the studio | 


Robert Sisk, producer, and Lou Lan- | 


ders, director, for one year. 


Lombard, Powell Will 

| Gamble with Selznick 

| Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
First thesps to gamble on profits 

under Selznick 

plan are Carole Lombard and Wil- 


the new Myron 


liam Powell. 

Pair will co-star in the second 
picture to be made by the Ernst 
Lubitsch Productions, Inc., with 


Lubitsch as director. Shooting will 
start immediately after completion 
of ‘The Shop Around the Corner,’ 
in which [folly Haas is starring. 


——3 





Quite a Battle Wages in Cal. Around 
Bioff's $100,000 ‘Loan’; Air TA Fees 





aa + 
DISCORDANT NOTES 


Heifetz-Goidwyn Can't Coincide on 
Film Shooting 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Jascha Heifetz has declined the 
offer of Samuel Goldwyn to call off 
his annual concert tour for which 
consideration the producer would re- 
imburse the violinist with the money 
he would nave earned. Heifetz told 
Goldwyn the conceri field has been 
his bread and butte. for a quarter 
of a century and he’s not giving it 
up, even for one season to accommo- 





date Goldwyn’s shooting schedule on 
‘The Great Mu Festival.’ Producerx 
made the offer when became ap- 


parent the picture won’t be ready 
for start by Sept. 1. Contract calls 
for Oct. 15 finish, for which period 
Heifetz receives $125,000. 

Heifetz has been under contract to 
Goldwyn for more than a year, with 
scripting started by Fannie Hurst, | 
later taken over by I. A. R. Wylie | 
and now delegated t» Robert Riskin. | 
Goldwyn is awaiting Heifetz’s reply 
tu overture for postponement to| 
March 1, for which the virtuoso 
would receive a bonus. Heifetz has 
a play-or-pay contract with Gold- | 
wyn. 





Helen Vinson Brings 
Her $33,000 Suit Vs. 
Toplitzky Into N. Y. 


Helen Vinson, stage and picture | 
star, has filed suit in N. Y. supreme | 
court to recover $33,000 which she | 
claims she paid the N. Y. Life In- | 
surance Co., through Bernard Top- 
litzky, Los Angeles and Hollywood | 
business agent for picture stars who | 
are too busy to handle their own 
financial dealings. Miss’ Vinson, 
wife of Fred Perry, the tennis ace, 
claims Topiitzky, representing him- 
self as an authorized agent for the 
insurance “‘Ompany, induced Miss 
Vinson to invest a total of $55,000 in 
annuities with the N. Y. Life through 
him and Frank N. Nathan, the ac- 
knowledged representative of the 
company on the Coast. 

The company refunded $22,000 to 
Miss Vinson, but denies responsibil- 
ity for the remaining $33,000, claim- 
ing the sum was never paid to i for 
policies. The company also denies 
ever having done business with Top- 
litzky; that he wa. not its agent and, 
if anything, he acted as a broker for 
the actress, 

Miss Vinson recertly got a judg- 
ment in Los Angele: courts for $25,- 
000 against Toplitzky but has only 











| 
far. Through her N. Y. attorney, | 
Leon Leighton, she now wants the | 


pany liabile for the _ unsatisfied 
amount which she paid for the an- | 
nuities. 

Justice Ferdinand Pecora has re- 
served decision on the company’s 
motion to dismis. the action and also 
on the request of Leighton that the 


courts to hold the insurance sfied | 


dered to appear foi examination be- 
fore trial to determine the exact re- 
lationship between Toplitzky and the 
company. Leighton’s motion is 
based on the fact that Toplitzky was 
able to obtain the policies for Miss 
Vinson either through Nathan or! 
directly without putting up the cash 


| before delivery, a rule the company 


| Garbo’s Russky and ‘Curie’ 


insists upon. 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Greta Garbo reports at Metro Nov. | 
1 to make two pictures next year 
Swedish actress passed most of her | 
year’s absence from the screen in 
her native land. 

First film is a Russ tale, ‘Love I 
Not so Simple,’ from an original by 
Melchior Lengyel, followed by 


‘Madame Curie,’ bioged by the 
scientist’s daughter. 


Sacramento, Calif., Aug. 9. 
County grand jury, which tomor- 
row (Wed.) resumes its investigation 
of alleged 


legislative corruption, is 


expected to delve further into the 
$100,000 which William Bioff testi- 
fied he received as a loan in June, 


1937. The jury also is expected to 
resume its inquiry into legal fees 
paid by the International Alliance 


of Theatrical Stage Employees while 
the Assembly’s capital-labor com- 
mittee was investigating charges oi 
racketeering by the IA. 

Bioff, former Coast head of the 
IATSE and personal representative of 
George E, Browne, IA president, ad- 


mitted to the jury that he deposited 
$100,000 in a Hollywood bank on 
June 25, 1937. He said the money 


was a loan and that it was placed to 
the joint credit of himself and wife, 

Bioff testified the money was wit 
drawn in a few days and placed in 
® safe déposit box in the same bank. 
He was not questioned as to where 
he secured the loan and whether any 
security had been posted. 

Testimony of Bioff brought out in 
the open reports that a labor leader 
had deposited $100,000 shortly after 
settlement of last summer's studio 
strike. Federal agents and officeri 
of the Internal Revenue Department 
have been in Hollywood for weeks 
checking these reports. The agents 
are known to have gone over the 
books of the Association of Motion 
Picture Producers, Inc., and to have 
questioned Pat Casey, producers’ 
labor contact, and executives of sev- 
eral major studios. 

-C. P. Cregan, auditor for the IA, 
refused to testify when called before 
the grand jury, and admitted that a 
$5,000 check previously offered in 
evidence had been taken by him and 
placed in a safe. After conferring 
with attorneys, Cregan returned to 
the jury room and agreed to answer 
any questions. 

Drawn for Legal Fee 

He testified the $5,000 check was 
drawn in favor of William Neblett as 
a legal fee. He said he was ordered 
by Harland Holmden, IA Interna- 
tional vice-president, to write the 
check. He testified it was in pay- 
ment for legal services. 

Neblett, who had _ previously 
threatened to ‘blow un’ the investi- 
gation, finally was called as a wit- 
ness. He admitted receipt of the 
check, but refused to go into details 
of his employment claiming that tc 
do so would violate the confidence of 
a client. He also contended the 
Sacramento County Jury had no au. 
thority to investigate something that 
happened in Los Angeles. 

The attorney refused to state his 
relationship with president Browne 
of the IA, but said the legal services 
for which he was paid involved head- 
ing off a threatened 1937 strike, a 
conference with motion picture ex- 
ecutives and Washington missions. 

Neblett testified he never saw the 
Assembly’s committee renort and did 
not know whether it was typed in 
his office, as implied by Prosecutor 
George M. Nats it his questions. He 
denied that Clayton S. Adams and 
William Silliman had any facilities 
in his office. 

Balk at Ouestioning 

Adams and Silliman were ap- 
pointed investigators for the com- 
mittee inquiring into the racketeer- 
ing charges, but resigned when the 
committee insisted on continuing the 


probe after they had advised that 
the IA setup was okay and recom- 
mended that the investigation be 
dropped Both refused to testify, 
| stating that they had been advised 
by counsel not to answer any ques- 
tions. 

Jury Foreman Marsh recommended 
that the prosecution ask for con- 
tempt citations against any witnesses 
who were |! le to pur hment for 
refusing t5 +4 

The jury recessed until tomor- 
OV (VY 1) ‘ ( prosecuto!l ne 

yur 1 that citation would be 

ight to clearly establish the aue 
thority of e Grand Jury to ine 
tigate a atter in connection 


corruption by an As- 


sembly committee, 


A 


— 


5 CALLED UNFAIR 
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Sun Does a Burn, Grosses Wilt 
In L. A., ‘Million’ 186, ‘Toughie’ 156; 
H.0.'s Fare O.K., but ‘Marie's’ Fading 








—+ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. | ; ¢ 
Tail end of terrific heat wave con- | ee and ‘Shadow 
tinues to drive people to the beaches . 
: Orpheum (Ind) 
by the hundreds of thousands, so Sakina aeek vier 3 


- : - : | siers’ ) 
trade in the cinemas is nothing to |8iers (UA). y 
brag about. Managers are resorting |$4,000. Last week, nine days of “Din- 


to previews in attempt to bolster ;mer at the Ritz’ (20th) and ‘Big Town 


(Par), $4,000, 


attendance Girl’ (20th), $3,000, fair. 

c c . “2 oe ne. Bi 

Town’s two holdovers, “Dr. Clitter- | | on ae A hn PP bropcmeet . 
ce’ P y are , , t > —_ Les ms B é 

house’ (WB) at Warners Downtown wk). Just filling in, with little bet- 


and Hollywood, and ‘Professor, Be- 


’ ter than $1,000 expected. 
ware.’ at the Paramount, are holding I 


Last week 


: : r pic grossed $1,200, good enough. 
to fair returns. Of the continued St. Denis (France 'rilm) (2,300; 30) 
runs, ‘Algiers’ (UA) at the Four Star ‘J’Accuse’ and ‘Les Conaquestes de 
cont nues to be the SOwn big _ Ce ag ? Around $3,000. which will 
pI se M: rie Ant nette’ two- - tisfv. Last week ‘Regain’ and ‘Ob- 
day run at Carthay Circle is fast 


ion,’ $3,000, okay. 
nearing an end. sins aoe 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- § 9 
83-1.10-1.65) --‘Marie Antoinette’ etter an on 
(M-G) (5th week). Interest begin- ; 


ning to lag, although trade still bet- 
ter wian majority of two-a-day at- 
tractions at house on correspond- 
ing week. Fourth stanza. despite 
heat, held to excellent $8,700. 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75}—‘Give a Million’ (20th) 
and ‘Army Girl’ (Rep). dual. Just 
mild interest. so looks like $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) 
and ‘Chaser’ (M-G), very disappoint- 
ing $8,100. 
Downtown 


| Martin on P.A. 





Detroit, Aug. 9. 
Better product, plus reduction of 





(WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 


65)—'Dr. Clitterhouse’ (WB) and /first-run_ seating with closing of 
‘Mr. Chump’ (WB) dual (2d week). | United Detroit’s Madison, is giving 
Showing surprising strength and/this town shot in arm. Madison, 
should hit very good $8,000 on hold-| which had been playing reissues, 
over, after good $11,000 on first | plans to reopen again in Septem- 
st acca det With Tony Martin’s revue on 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) | tase, and ‘Letter of Introduction’ 


—‘Algiers’ (UA) (4th week). Still ee A meng a lie the ae 
the talk of the town and heading tor |" Screen, Fox is noting its, best biz 
another smart $4,500. Third week | thing to rave about in this hard-hit 


ended with nifty $5,000, as indicated. | jotor burg. 


| 


' 
| 
| 
| 


good. Last week ‘Professor, Beware’ 


(1,100; .50)—‘Al- | 


Big 336, Detroit 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 30-40-55- | etlenates for This Week 
65)—‘Dr. Clitterhouse’ (WB) and lal » (1.700: 30-40) 
‘Mr. Chump’ (WB) dual (2d week). |, Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40 )— 
After a smash $12.000 on first week, | Miss Broadway’ (20th) and ‘High- | 

ag emer : ’|}way Patrol’ (Col), dual. Shirley | 


due to heavy buildup on final days, 
holdever continues to hit excellent 
pace and should finish with very 
good $7,300. 

Orpheum (Broadway) (2.280; 25- 
30-35-40) —Blind Alibi’ (RKO) and | 
‘Going to Be Rich’ (20th), dual, and | 
vaude. Looks like mild $6,000. as 
little in sight to attract ’em. Last 
week, second run program. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-40-55)— 
‘Little Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘I’m 
from City’ (RKO), dual. Dead End | show, clipped off nice $23,500. 
Kids helping this bill to $6.800. Last| pgagison (United Detroit) 


(2,000; 
week, ‘Wonderful Time’ (RKO) and | 30-40-50)—'Went dark Thursday (4) 
‘Wives Under Suspicion’ (U), wilted 


4 : “CG | till September after unsuccessful try 
after first few days and finished with | at reissues and occasional first-runs. 
$6.500. precluding possibility of ex- 
pected holdover. jon ‘Blockade’ (UA). 

Paramount (Par) (3.595; 30-40-55) | Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
—‘Professor Beware’ (Par) and stage | 30-40-65)—‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and 
show (2d week). Aided by three |‘Sky Giant’ (RKO), dual. Taylor 
previews, second stanza should bring |opus perks house to good $10,000. 
okay $10,500, following fair $15,000 | Last week. so-so $7,000 for ‘Wonder- 


|Temple opus moved here after nice 
|session at Fox and looks like fair- 
\ish $3,500 here. Last stanza, ‘Rscals’ 
(20th) and ‘One Wild Night’ (20th), 
so-so $3,300. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 
Tony Martin’s revue on stage. House 
|getting biggest play since last spring; 
|} wow $33,000 in sight. Combo may 
|hold for second stanza. 
;‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) and stage 


on initial week. ful Time’ (RKO) and ‘Woman 
RKO (2,872: 30-40-55)—‘Tough | Against Woman’ (M-G). 
Guy’ (U) and ‘I’m from City’| Palms - State (United Detroit) 


(RKO), dual. Not too hot, but Dead | (3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Woman Against 
End kids will help pile up $8.800.| Woman’ (M-G) (2d run) plus ‘Night 
Last week, ‘Wonderful Time’ (RKO) | Spot’ (RKO), dual. Former flicker 
and ‘Wives Under Suspicion’ (U),| moved here from Michigan; paced 
disappointing $6,300. |for $4,500, fairish. Last week ‘Boo- 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-| loo’ (Par) and ‘Professor Beware’ 
55-75)—'Give a Million’ (20th) and | (Par) (2d run), $4,500, fair. 
‘Army Girl’ (Rep), dual. Trade in | 


30-40-65 )— | 
|‘Letter of Introduction’ (U) with} 


Last week, | 


Finished up with disappointing $2,500 | 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 11 

Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (16). 

(Reviewed in Variety, July 20) 

Capitol—‘Crowd Roars’ (MG) 
(2d wk). 

Criterion—‘Army Girl’ (Rep). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 20) 

Globe—‘Modern Times’ (UA) 
(reissue) (13). 

Music Hall—‘Four’s a Crowd’ 
(WB). 

Paramount—‘Give Me a Sailor’ 
(Par) (10). = 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 27) 
Rialto—'Smashing the Rackets’ 
(RKO) (8). 


(Reviewed in Current Varrety) 





Rivoli — ‘Gateway’ (20th). 
(Reviewed in Current Vartety) 

Roxy — ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ (20th) (2d wk). 


Strand — ‘Racket Busters’ 
(WB) (10) 
Week of Aug. 18 
Astor ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (16). 
Capitol — ‘Woman Against 


Woman’ (MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 22) 
Criterion—‘Army Girl’ (Rep?) 
(2d wk). 
Music Hall—‘Four’s a Crowd’ 
(WB). 
Paramount—‘Sing, 
ners’ (Par) (17). 
Rialto — ‘Dark Sands’ 
ord) (15). 
Rivoli — ‘Little Tough Guy’ 
(U). 

Roxy — ‘Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Strand ‘Racket 

(WB). 


Local Boy, Phil Harris, 
Whamming ‘My Bill’ To 
Record 166 in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 9. 

True version of the home-town 
boy making good is being enacted 
here this week, with Phil Harris and 
his orchestra in the leading role and 
pacing towards a new all-time house 
record at the vaudfilm Lyric to sur- 
pass the present mark held by Eddy 
Duchin. Born a few miles from 
here, Harris is making his first stage 
appearance in his home state and is 
really drawing the proud natives. 
Nick Lucas, in support, is credited 
with helping in a measure at the 
turnstiles, while ‘My Bill’ on the 
screen is scarcely mentioned in ads 
or billing. 

Runner-up honors in the first-run 
sector being earned by ‘The Texans’ 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond in Africa’ 
at the Circle. ‘Algiers’ and ‘City 
Streets’ doing mildly at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Tough Guy’ (U) and ‘Ladies in 
Distress’ (Rep). Cast of former pic, 
mainly the Dead End kids, being 
accented, but response is lacking at 
$2,500, slow. Last week, ‘Give Mil- 
lion’ (20th), finished at $4,000, fairly 
good. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- 
40)—‘Texans’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond’ (Par). Extra effort spent 
on ‘Texans’ campaign. Results are 


You Sin- 


(Rec- 


Busters’ 














doldrums, so looks like slim $9.200. 
Last week, ‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) 
and ‘Chaser’ (M-G), $9,200, worst in 
a long time. 

Urited Artists (F-WC) (2.100; 30- 
40-55)—‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) and 
‘Chaser’ (M-G), dual. Shirley Tem- 
ple opus. on moveover, not healthy 
at $2.200. Last week, ‘Lord Jeff’ 
(M-G), and ‘Seven Seas’ (M-G), sat- 
isfactory $3,200. 


Pitt. Biz Keeps Pace with Heat; ‘Roars 
Big 10446, Lloyd, Nelson-Hilliard 1816 





Wilshire (F-WC) 
§5)—‘Miss Broadway’ _ (20th) and 
’Chaser’ (M-G), dual. Biz consider- 
ably below normal on moveover for | 
so-so $3,300. Last week, ‘Lord Jeff’ 
(M-G) and ‘Seven Seas’ (M-G), bet- 
tered expectations with $4,900. 


Heat Melts Mont’l Biz; 
‘Clitterhouse’ OK $5,500 


Montreal, Aug. 9. 
Worst heat wave in years bopped 
grosses last week, and will cut them 
again currently. Capitol will top 
the heap with ‘Amazing Dr. Clitter- 
10use ’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2.700; 50)—‘Lady xX’ 
(Brit). Standing up well and should 
gross $5,000. good. Last week ‘Shop- 
worn Angel’ (M-G). $5.000, good. 
Capitol (CT) (2,700: 50)—‘Clitter- 
aouse’ (WB) and ‘Mr. Chump’ (WB). | 
Paced for $5,500, very good in this 
neat. Last week ‘Wonderful Time’ | 
(RKO) and ‘Night Spot’ (RKO), $6,- | 
00, very good. 


: 20-40-55- ; 
(2,296: 30-40-55 Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 


| generally ragged conditions. 
seems to have hit groove again with 
‘Crowd Roars,’ with indications that 





last session’s ‘Love’ Finds 


Hardy.’ 





Hilliard and ‘Professor Beware 
Stanley a 


|‘Litile Tough Guy’ is a strong sur- 
prise entry at Alvin. ‘We're Going 
to Be Rich’-‘Army Girl’ twinner at 
Fulton way off, being only 
weakie in town currenily. 
Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Harris) (1.800; 
‘Tough Guy’ (U). 


ducing results. Picture received 
mixed notices: looks a shade better 
than $7,000, okay. Last week, ‘Miss 
Broadway’ (20th), in eight days, $7,- 
500, nice. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Going Be Rich’ (20th) and ‘Army 
Girl’ (Rep). 


it will hold up well enough to get a| —‘Crowd 
second week at Warner, duplicating} roles for Robert Taylor look to be 
Andy | doing the trick. 


a better idea, since there’s still a 


Recent gains here continuing, with | certain stigma connected with double- 
biz for the most part showing a defi- | feature product. 
nite improvement despite heat and | in the doghouse. Last week, ‘Limber- 
Penn | lost’ 


Looks like $3,200 


(Mono) and ‘Gangs of N. Y.’ 
(Rep), $3,400, poor. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
Roars’ (M-G). He-man 


| off brisk gross, bettering ‘Yank at 


Combo of Ozzie Nelson-Harriet | 

’ ati 
trifle disappointing, but | 
should wind up satisfactorily, while | 


real | 


} in 
25-35-50 )— | 
House selling the | 
Dead Ends kids exclusively and pro- | 


| ‘Andy Hardy’ M-G). 


Well-liked dual, but not | there with $6,500, best at this spot in 


Oxford’ some months ago. 
for $16,500, and film may move to 
Warner for second stanza. Last 
week ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) finished 
remarkably strong, doing better than 
$17,000. 

Staniey (WB) (3,600: 2540-60)— 
‘Professor Beware’ (Par) and Ozzie 
Nelson-Harriet Hilliard on stage. Not 
the big dough, as expected, but 
doing well enough. Should have no 
trouble coming pretty close to $18,- 
500, all right. Last week, Gene Autry 
in person gave ‘Tropic Holiday’ (Par) 
terrific mat trade and carried weak ! 
nights to excellent $22,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)~— 


Shooting 


7 . | 
This one knocking | 


Philly Biz Gets Hot as Temp. Cools; - 


Pitts-Beware 206, Roars $16,200 





okay at $6,500. Last week, ‘Profes- 
sor Beware’ (Par) and ‘Prison Farm 
r), $5,000, fair. 
a (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Algiers’ (UA) and ‘City Streets 
(Col). Only fair in spite of strong 
buildup on Hedy LaMarr. _ Take 
$5,000. Last week, second of Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Dark Journey 
), nifty $5,300. 
pa (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40 )— 
‘My Bill’ (WB) and Phil Harris’ orch 
on stage. Latter widely exploited 





on Jello air program and local boy | 


angle. Shooting towards new all-| 
time house record of $1900. Last | 
week, ‘Dr. Clitterhouse’ (WB) and | 


| vaude headlining Happy Felton, $9,- 





This one has 
plenty left on the ball after strong 
week at Penn, and will be right in 


Princess (CT) (2.300: 50)—‘Andy | getting anywhere. Management! long time. Last week, ‘Kid Comes |} 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th). | originally planned to single ‘Rich,’| Back’ (WB) and ‘Lady X’ (UA),| 
Doing well and may end with $4,500, ' and admits now it would have been | brutal $3,500 in eight days. } 


| ging second money. 


Cow th Tow 
Heat: ‘Roars OK 
176, Lloyd $11,000 


Cincinnati, Aug. 9. 
Theatre biz is above summer level 
for the second straight week. 
Current take topper is ‘The Crowd 
Roars,’ at the Albee, which is heav- 
ing the burg’s biggest 
weeks. ‘Professor Beware’ is 
‘Keep Smiling’ 
and ‘Army Girl’ are fetching so-so 
returns. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42)— 
‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G). Socko $17,000. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 

Slightly cooler weather this week 
following long drawn out heat wave. 
reacting favorably at the b.o. Line. 
up of stronger pix also aiding Philly 
figures, which, while far from really 
strong, are a welcome respite from 
the rock-bottom slides they’ve been 
hitting during the past month. 

Leading the parade with a really 
nice showing is “The Crowd Roars’ 
at the Fox, 


garnering very neat 
$16,200. Robert Taylor’s only rival is 
Charlie McCarthy in ‘Letter of In- 


troduction’ at the Boyd, turning in 
$13,200. 
Weakies are ‘The 


Texans’ at the 
Stanley and ‘Booloo’ at the Stanton. 
| Earle continues to show nifty gross 
with ‘Professor Beware’ and Zasu 


| 


Pitts and Louis Prima’ on stage. 
Estimates for This Week 
Boyd (WB) (2.350: 37-57-68-75) — 
‘Introduction’ (U). Drawing $13,200, 


| not strong, but nice considering turn. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


figure for | 
bag- | 


i 
| 


Last week, ‘Miss Broadway’ (2Uth), | 


good $12,500. 
Capitol (RKO) 
‘Miss Broadway’ 


(2.000; 
(20th ) 


35-42 )— 
(2d run). 


Fair $4,000. Last week, ‘Clitterhouse’ | 


(WB) (2d run), good $5,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 
Man’ (RKO), ‘Hell’s Angels’ 
(reissue), ‘Crime Ring’ (RKO), 
singly. Average $2.100. Same 
week on ‘Gangs of New York’ (Rep), 
‘Prison Farm’ 
tives’ (U), separate. 

Grand (RKO) (1.200: 25-40)— 
‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) (3d run). Fair 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Tropic Holiday’ 
(Par) (2d run), nice $3,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Keep Smiling’ (20th). Below-aver- 
age $4,000. Last week, ‘Give Million’ 
(20th), fair $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 35-42) —‘Army 
Girl’ (Rep). Poor $3,000. Last week, 
‘Sky Giant’ (RKO), okay $4,500. 


Palace (RKO) (2.600: 35-42)— 
‘Professor Beware’ (Par). No com- 


plaints, $11,000. Last week, ‘Cowboy 
from Brooklyn’ (WB), satisfactory 
$10,000. 


MILLION,” BOWES’ AMS 
GOOD $13,500 IN DENVER 


: Denver, Aug. 9. 

‘Tl Give a Million,’ backed 
Major Bowes unit, is giving the 
Denver a swell gross. Also doing 
well is Orpheum’s double bill of 
‘Port of Seven Seas’ and ‘Love Finds 
Andy Hardy,’ but won't be held sec- 
ond week due to booking of Ted 
Lewis band. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400: 25-40)— 
‘Miss Broadway’ (20th), after ‘a week 
at the Denver. Fair $3,000 and moves 
to Rialto. Last week, ‘Cowboy’ 
(WB), only fair $2,500, but even so 
was taken to Rialto for third week 

because of shortage of films. 
Broadway (Fox) (1.100: 25-40) 
‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO) and ‘Sky 











Giant’ (RKO), both after a week at | 


the Orpheum. Fair $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Lord Jeff’ (M-G) and ‘Fast 
Company’ (M-G), fair $2,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 
40)—‘Boo-Loo’ (Par). Not so hot at 
$5,200. Last week, ‘Tropic Holiday’ 


(Par), ‘Young Fugi-| , 
| “Booloo’ (Par). 


out of week, 
‘Carey’s mush 
at $9,100. 

Earle (WB) (2,758: 25-37-42-57-68) 
—‘Professor Beware’ (Par) and Zasu 
Pitts and Louis Prima on stage. Al- 
ways dependable for a man-size take, 
house continues this week with neat 
$20,000. Even better last session with 
$21,200 for ‘Going To Be Rich’ (20th) 
and Frances Langford and Schnickel- 
fritz band on stage. 

Fex (WB) (2,423: 37-57-68-75) — 
‘Crowd Roars’ (MG). Got no love 
taps from the crix, but holding up 
nevertheless with dandy $16,200. Last 
week, second ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB), 
fair $9,600. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 37-42-57-68) 
—‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) (2d run), 
Temple doing much better on her 
second showing than when deluxed, 
Clicking with oke $3,900. Last week, 
reissue of ‘Monte Cristo’ (UA), fair- 
ish $3,700. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 37-42-57-68 )— 


recent weeks 
Chickens’ 


Last 
(RKO) in 


‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) (2d run). Not 
remarkable, but okay at $4,100. Last 
week, ‘Cowboy’ (WB) (2d _ run), 
weak $3,400. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 37-57-68-75) 
| ‘Texans’ (Par). Apparently the horse- 
opry lovers are not patrons of de- 


15-25)—‘G- | 
(Ind) |} 


last | 


luxers, this one failing miserably at 
$8.800. Drubbing by crix no help 
either. Last week, ‘Miss Broadway’ 
(20th), poor $9,400. 

Stanten (WB) (1,457: 26-42-57) — 
Not sufficient lovers 
of wild life to do much for this. N.s.h. 
at $4,000. Last week, ‘Saint, New 
York (RKO), good $5,400. 


TEMPLE SMASH $13,000 
IN OMAHA: TAYLOR HOT 


Omaha, Aug. 9. 
Paced by Shirley Temple, town is 
due to finish the week with the best 
seven-day take ever recorded here 
in summertime. Orpheum, with 
‘Little Miss Broadway,’ is almost cer- 
tain to get $13,000, which would tie 


|the house record set by ‘Old Chi- 


cago.’ 

‘Crowd Roars’ is getting $9,000 at 
the Omaha, even better than ‘Test 
Pilot,’ which was the best draw this 


year. Other houses are doing aver- 
j|age or above due to mild weather 


|demned Women’ (Col). 


'and fairish to good product. 
DY | 


Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKQO-Singer) (1,250: 10- 
25-35-40)—‘My Bill’ (WB) and ‘Con- 
Satisfactory 
Last week, ‘Sky Giant’ 
and ‘Man’s Castle’ (Col), 


at $4,200. 
(RKO) 


| g00d $5,300, with much credit due 


to reissue. 


Avenue-Dundee-Military (Gold- 
| berg) (950-650-810; 10-25) — ‘Three 
|Comrades’ (M-G) and ‘Cocoanut 


Grove’ (Par), first half of week, with 
tripler, ‘Women Like That’ (WB). 
‘Kid Comes Back’ (WB) and ‘Saint 


New York’ (RKO), last half. Good 
$2,300. Last week, ‘Robin Hood’ 
| (WB) split with dual ‘Hold That 


(Par), dipped to $5,200 in second | 
week. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: 25-35-50)— 
‘Give Million’ (20th) and Major 
Bowes’ unit. Good $13,500. Last 
week, ‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) and | 


stage show, $10.000, good. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 25-35-40) 


—‘Seven Seas’ (M-G) and ‘Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G). Big $11,500 for this 
dual. Last week, ‘Carey’s Chickens’ 


(RKO) and ‘Skv Giant’ (RKO), good 


enough at $8,500 to move over to 
Broadway. 
Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 25-40)— 


‘Limberlost’ (Mono) and ‘Miss Thor- 
oughbred’ (WB). Nice $4.500. 
week, ‘Born’ (FN) and ‘My 
(FN), fair $3,500. ; 
Rialto (Fox) 
boy’ (WB), 


Last 


Bill’ 


25-40 )\—‘Cow- 
week at each 


(878: 
after a 


Denver and Aladdin. and ‘Going Be | 


Rich’ (20th). Good $2.000. Last week. | 


‘White Banners’ (WB). after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin. and 
‘Trip to Paris’ (20th), good $2,000. 


Kiss’ (M-G) and ‘Yellow Jack’ 
(M-G), excellent $2,700. 

Omaha (Blank) (2.700; 10-25-40)— 
‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and ‘Nurse 
from Brooklyn’ (U). Looks like 
socko $9.000. Last week, ‘Shopworn 
Angel’ (M-G) and ‘Fast Company’ 
(M-G), good $7,900. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3.000; 10-25-40) 
—'Miss Broadway’ (20th) and ‘Trip 
to Paris’ (20th) Stupendous $13.000. 
Last week ‘Professor Beware’ (Par), 
and vaude: great $12,300. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,350: 10-20-25) 
—Extortion’ (Col). ‘Phantom 
Range,’ (Mono) and ‘Woman Against 
World’ (Col), split with ‘Call of 
Yukon’ (Midwest) and ‘Outlaw Ex- 
press’ (U), first runs and ‘Cocoanut 
Grove’ (Par), second run. good 
$2.300. Last week ‘Room 18’ (WB), 
‘International Crime’ (GN) and ‘Girl 
of Streets’ (20th), split with ‘Six- 
Shootin’ Sheriff?’ (GN), first run, 
‘Kentucky Moonshine’ (20th) second. 
and ‘Charlie McCarthy Revue’ (three 
WB shorts), $1,900, average. 





‘ALFALFA’S’ PERSONALS 


Carl (‘Alfalfa’) Switzer, 9, and 


leader of ‘Our Gang’ comedy unit, 
is being groomed for a series of per- 
sonal appearances. 
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Ritz Bros. Hypo ‘Gateway’ to Sock 
$53,000 in Chi; ‘Letter’ and Vaude 
Fine $20,000, Lowe's P. A. Fair 106 








Chicago, Aug. 9. 

‘cago theatre is getting the first 
alee oe business in town currently 
with the presence of the Ritz Bros. 
on the stage. Theatre is grinding ’em 
in and out on a six-shows-a-day 
schedule, with the take zooming far 
above anything in the past few 
weeks and topping the town by a 
wide margin. 

Second choice in the loop is the 
Palace, where ‘Letter of Introduc- 
tion’ is getting excellent notices and 
word-of-mouth, and building 
steadily. Fine comment on this one 
and a cinch to finish with a good 
margin of profit. 

At the State-Lake family house, 
Edmund Loew’s p.a. 1S disappointing 
on boxoffice draught. Billed on top 
of everything, is failing to bring ’em 
a-running. 

Mystery and gun-play always rate 
as front gate strength at the Apollo 
and Garrick, and demonstrating that 
once more currently with ‘Amazing 
Dr. Clitterhouse’ and ‘Racket Bust- 
ers,’ respectively. 

United Artists finished a fine week 
with ‘Andy Hardy’ and is holding 
over for a second session of solid 
biz. Shirley Temple, always a loop 
weakie, didn’t do too well in the 
Roosevelt last week, but holds over 
nevertheless. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Clitterhouse’ (WB). Moved here 
from Chicago and gathering good 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Always Goodbye’ 
(WB), finished second loop session 
to oke $4,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Gateway’ (20th) and stage show. 


Ritz Bros. in person are strong b.o. | 


magnet, bouncing the register to 
walloping $53,000. Last week, 
‘Clitterhouse’ (WB), good $36,200. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Racket Busters’ (WB). For the 
blood-and-thunder fans this one is 
surefire; garnering fine $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Booloo’ (Par), fell away to 
$4,000, mild. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Letter of Introduction’ (U) and 
vaude. Picture building on word-of- 
mouth and looks for $20,000, 
cellent. Last week, ‘Tough Guy’ (U), 
fine $20,200. 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-85- | 


75)—‘Broadway’ (20th) (2d week). 
Off sharply to $7,000, after taking 
fairish $13,300 last week. 
Temple strictly nabe draw locally. 


State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—Blind Alibi’ (RKO) 
vaude, 


show, but not bringing in any real | Most 


trade. Just another fair week at 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week......... $1,219,800 
(Based on 22 cities, 137 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $1,506,200 
(Based on 21 cities, 143 theatres) 











B’KLYN’S SPOTTY B. 0. 


‘Clitterhouse’ Swell $21,000, 
‘Andy Hardy’ Mild 11G 
Brooklyn, Aug. 9. 
Biggest draw in downtown sector 
is ‘Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ at 
Fabian Fox, which will make nifty 
profit and holdover for second stanza. 
‘The Texans’ at Fabian 
is also doing well 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (3,274; 25-5°)—‘Miss Broad- 
Nice $15,000. Last week ‘Wonderful 
Time (RKO) and ‘Sky’ Giant’ 
(RKO), drew okay $14,000. 
Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘Dr. Clitter- 
house’ (FN) and ‘City Streets’ (Col). 


Splendid $21,000. Last week ‘Cow- 
boy’ (WB) and ‘Penrod’ (WB) (2d 
wk), good $11,000. 

Met (3,618; 25-50)—‘Andy Hardy’ 


| (M-G) and ‘Prison Break’ (U). Meek 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


} 
ex- | 


Shirley | 


| 


$11,000. Last week ‘Seven 
(M-G) and ‘Pearls. of 
(French), quiet $11,500. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-50)—‘Texans’ 
(Par) and ‘Mr, Chump’ (WB). Good 
$17,000. Last week ‘Professor Be- 
ware’ (Par) and ‘My Bill’ (WB), 
$13,000, fair. 

Strand (2,870; 25-40)—‘Man’s Cas- 
tle’ (Col) (reissue) and ‘Married 
Spy’ (GN). Mild $5,000. Last week 
‘Marriage Forbidden’ (GN) and ‘Air 
Devils’ (U), $5,000, quiet. 


LETTER’ BULKY 
$18,000 IN HUB 


——_—_~ 


Seas’ 
Crown’ 





Boston, Aug. 9. 


‘Letter of Introduction,’ dualling 


and | with ‘We’re Going to Be Rich’ at the 
Edmund Lowe headlining | Keith Memorial, is ushering in the 


important cash this week. 
‘Love Finds Andy Hardy,’ on double 


$10,000. Last week, ‘Devil’s Party’| Pill h.o. at Orph and State, is getting 


(RKO), $10,200, fair. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
(2d week). Holding to fine $11,000 
currently after taking exceptionally 
800d $17,900 last week. 


‘Andy Hardy,’ $7,500, 








Paces Port.; ‘Texans’ OK 





; Portland, Ore., Aug. 9. 
Pic theatre biz here is holding its 
head above water. Best bet is ‘Love 
Finds Andy Hardy,’ which is deliv- 
ering bangup $7,500 at the UA. 
, Also okay are ‘The Texans’ and 
ateway,’ each topping duals. 


Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 
— Birth of Baby’ (Indie) (3d week). 


| 55 )—Andy 


fair tally. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55}—‘Professor Beware’ (Par) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par), dual. 
Pale $4,500 Last week, ‘Give 
Million’ (20th) and ‘Booloo’ (Par), 
double, tepid $4,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55) — ‘Introduction’ (U) and 
‘Going to Be Rich’ (20th), double. 
Socko $18,000 indicated. Best in 
many weeks. Last week, ‘Carey’s 
Chickens’ (RKO) and ‘Sky Giant’ 
(RKO), dual, okay $13,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,267; 25-35- 
40-55)—’Texans’ (Par) and ‘Penrod’ 
(WB), dual. Pallid $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and ‘Pass- 
port Husband’ (20th), dual, disap- 
pointed at $12,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
Hardy’ (M-G) and 


'‘Storm in Teacup’ (UA) (2d week). 


Still good at around $4,000. Second, | 


$5,500, swell. First big at $8,000. 
sop etait (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
Pe! 30-40)—‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and 
ee (WB). Following good two 
eeks at UA. Still strong at $2,500. 
ast week, second, ‘Miss Broadway’ 
(20th), average $2(000. 
Orpheum = (Hamrick - Evergr 
- Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-40 )—'Texans’ (Par) and 
Time Ring’ (RKO). Getting good 


(20th) Last week, ‘Give Million’ 
an ‘Miss . ion 
(WB), fair TR ee Thoroughbred 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 


000; 30-40 i—‘Gateway’ (20th) and 
one Smiling’ (20th). Better than 
ieee at $5,500. Last week, ‘Carey's 
(RK. “ns (RKO) and ‘Sky Giant’ 
0), good enough $5,000. 
snivoll (Indie) (1,200; 30-40)— 
ri ngle Love (Par) and ‘Sunny- 
— Farm’ (20th), plus ‘Lone 
Week erial. Average $1,600. Last 
a. . ‘Hell Divers’ (M-G) and ‘Lone 
nger’ (Rep), strong $1,800. 
4p United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
‘Pp —Andy Hardy’ (M-G) ‘and 
e rison Break’ (U). Answering to 
Sdloitation for big $7,500 Fost 
rod’ tyeaitterhouse’ (WB)? and ‘Pen- 
», se i 5 Firs 
week, $5,500 ore nice $4,500. First 


Held over after smash $17,000 open- 
ing frame, second stanza is skidding 
slightly to around $10,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55 )—*Professor Beware’ (Par) and 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ (Par), double. 
Heading towards sad $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Give Million’ (20th) and 
‘Booloo’ (Par), dual, poor $6,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-55) 
—Cowboy’ (WB) and ‘My _ Bill’ 
(WB), both 2d run, Average $5,500 
in sight. Last week, ‘Prison Farm’ 
(Par) and ‘Tropic Holiday’ (Par), 
double, 3d run, poor $3,500. 

State (Loew) ‘3,600; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Storm in 
Teacup’ (UA) (2d week). Second 
week about $8,500. First week, 
dandy $14,000. 


Metro’s Chi Recruits 
Bernardene Baston young actress 
from Goodman Art theatre, and Bob 
Brown, legit and adio actor, both of 
Chicago, ‘coming to New 
next week for. screentesting by 
Metro. 
Truman Bradley, radio 
ady has Start- 
M-G 
a short time 
skayed in N. Y. 


are 


announcer, 
ilso from Chicago, alre 
ed work in p 
being on the Coast only 
fter his test wa 


ctures for after 


‘ 
aaa 


but | 


Paramount | 





| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
| 


j 
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‘Frontier’ Marks Time 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Tentative starting date for Sam- 
uel Goldwyn’s ‘The Last Frontier’ 
is Sept. 15, depending on the speed 
with which ‘The Lady and the 
Cowboy’ is finished. Gary Cooper, 
currently sharing honors with Merle 
Oberon in ‘Lady,’ 1s set to start in 
‘Frontier.’ 

Goldwyn put his profit-sharing 








Ragtime Smashing to Record 806 x 


On Bway; Taylor, $30,000, H.0.s; 
Vaude- Tropic No Panic at $15,000 








program into operation last week 
with the signing of Robert Riskin as 
his executive assistant. Riskin will 


| share in the profits of all Goldwyn 


films. Other production and creative 
aides to be added to the staff will 
be included in the profit sharing. 


K. C. ON UPBEAT; 


TAYLOR GOOD 


$11,000 


Kansas City, Aug. 9. 
Biz appears to be slightly on the 
upgrade, although not by any star- 
tling margin. Film exchanges re- 


: |port grosses from territory showing 
way’ (20th) and ‘From City’ (RKO). | 


improvement and 
trend seems to be in step. 

Films all around are better than 
average, with edge to Robert Tay- 
lor’s ‘The Crowd Roars’ at Midland. 
Current release is being better re- 
ceived than last Taylor output. 

Town is seeing some switch in 
product since closing of RKO Main- 


the metropolitan 


street several weeks ago. RKO is 
slipping its ace stuff into Fox’s 


downtown Tower, while Lcew’s Mid- 
land is scheduled to run off Univer- 
sal features shortly. 
Estimates for This Week 

Midland (Loew’s) (3.573; 10-25-40) 
—‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) and ‘Dia- 
mond Row’ (UA). 
the draw here and apparently enough 
of an attraction. May hit $11,000, 


‘City Street’ (GN), topped $10,000, 
okay. 
Newman (Par) (1.900; 10-25-40)— 


‘Professor Beware’ (Par). Film got 
a sneak preview in middle of last 
week. Headed for $7,000, acceptable. 
Last week, second, ‘Texans’ (Par), 
came up to $5,500, okay. Got good 
$10.000 first week. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Sky Giant’ (RKO) and vaude. Good 
reception of film and vaude give this 
program enough to ride out the week 


in good fashion; $9,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) and 


vaude, pleasing $11,000 in eight days. 

Uptown (Fox) (1.200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Miss Broadway’ (20th). Moved here 
for second wcek’s run. Continuing 
goot mat returns realized in down- 
town Fox and looks like $3,300. nice. 
Last week ‘Wonderful Time’ (RKO) 
$3,500, good. 


MORRISON-GOLDSTONE; 
MISS STEWART SOLO 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Charlie Morison has formed an 
agency partnership with Nat Gold- 
stone. Morrison’s New York office 
will serve as the firm’s eastern head- 
quarters, 

Morrison will confine his activities 
to the Coast. 





agency biz on her own after five 
years in charge of writers, authors 
and scripts at Edington-Vincent. 

Her brother, Stewart, also with 
V-E, goes into the new enterprise 
with her, 





York | 


Baltimore, Aug, 9 
Nice spurt here this week. Combo 
Hipp is taking lead with astute 
| coupling of ‘Mother Carey's Chick- 
ens’ to Major Bowes’ ‘Collegiate 


; Revue.’ 


Neck and neck in the runner-up 
lgier 


position are ‘Alg , at Loew's Cen- 
tury, and ‘Dr. Clitterhouse,’ at Stan- 
ley. Both got good newspaper recep- 
tions and getting strong nocturnal 
piay. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-U-A) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55—Algiers’ (UA). Chalk- 

yup pleasing $9,000, with most of 
trade coming at night. Last week 
second of ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
id $6.800 after bell-ringing $10,600 
n first romp. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 ) ‘Carey's C 


|can be 
| present scales. 
| opening 


| played 
1(6), a 


Taylor carrying | 


good. Last week ‘Algiers’ (UA) and | 


Rosalie Stewart is going into the! 


Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total 
This Week 

(Based on 11 

Total Gross Same Week 


Bast WeGr.......sccs $son.0ee 
(Based on 14 theatres) 


Gross 
$264,400 
thea tres) 











Ragtime Band’ is in 
town, and it’s the bes’ in the land as 


‘Alexander’s 


- 


swings its way to a possible $80,000 
at the Roxy, N. Y., about as much as 
into that house at 
Getting a bigger 
day in attendance than 
‘Cockeyed World’ did in ’29, ‘Band’ 
to 34,149 people on Saturday 
new all-time high for the 
In dollars that day it grossed 
$15,947, tops under the current policy 


packed 


house. 


of about six years for any one day 
while the $80,000 figure on the week 
will, 
the 25c to 75c scale 
all times), 
‘Cockeyed World,’ which holds thé 
all-time money record of $173,400, 
also scored in August, got as much as 
$2 a seat for loges. ‘Band’ opened 
Friday (5) in the hottest weather 


also, new high at 


represent a 


range (ldc kids 





New York has had this summer, on 
that day playing to 29,614 people, 


| beating the opening day attendance 
| figure for ‘World,’ despite fact latter 
i; had Saturday opening. ‘Band’ was 
given a smart campaign, including a 
broadcast that stirred much interest. 
It holds over, naturally, 

| Although the competition of ‘Band’ 
| has been terrific and some pictures 


are on holdovers, the rest of the 
| street is generally in fair shape. | 
Music Hall will get through with | 


‘Mother Carey’s Chickens’ at $65,000 





BUFF. STILL OFF: 
TAYLOR, $13,500 


Buffalo, Aug. 9. 
Robert Taylor in ‘The Crowd | 
Roars’ delivering fair $13,500, with | 
biz generally still in doldrums. ‘The 
Texans’ also is only fair at the b. o., | 
with $6,500 in sight. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-50)— | 
‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G). Maybe $13,- | 
000, fair. Last week, ‘Andy Hardy’ | 
(M-G), good $15,000. 


Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35)— 
‘From City’ (RKO) and ‘Hunted | 
Men’ (Par). Only poor $4,500 indi- | 

| 
| 


cated. Last week. ‘Sky Giant’ (RKO) 
and ‘Mystery House’ (WB), fair | 
$6,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) | 
—‘Texans’ (Par). Not much here at 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Professor Beware’ 
(Par), $6,500, fair. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Andy | 
Hardy’ (MG). Switched here for | 
second week and still going strong 
for $6,500. Last week, ‘Give Million’ 
(20th), good $6,500. 

Lafayette (Nd.) (3,300; 25-35)— 
‘Wives Under Suspicion’ (U) and 
‘Lady in Morgue’ (U). Probably fair 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Deeds’ (Col) 
(re-issue) and ‘Women in Prison’ 
(Col), fair $5,500. 





‘Chickens’ and Ams OK Dish in Balto. 
At $14,000; ‘Algiers’ Warm $9,000 


ens’ (RKO) pl Major Bowes’ ‘Col- 
legiate tevue.’ Good combo and 
foing to town in rousing style, with 
$14,000 in sight Last week, ‘Sky 
Giant’ (RKO) and N. T. G tage 


unit, just fair at $9,700 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460: 15- 
25-35-40-55) ‘Letter Introduction’ 
(U) opens tonight (T 1@ - Last 
week ‘cond of ‘Texans’ (Par), not 
nuch at $3,700 after fair opener of 
$5,300 

New (Mechanic) (1.558: 15-25-35- 
55) ‘Gateway’ (20th) Sluggish 
$3,500 at most. Last week, second of 


‘Miss Broadway’ (20th), continued 


daytime draw to $3,800 after satis- 
factory opening session to $5.690 


(3.250; 15-25-35-40 
{ 


Stanley (WB) 
5 —‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) Mainta 
ig a pace to substantial $9,500. I 
veek ‘Professor Beware’ (P 
fultarnd hadly + HAAAKIich @£ 19H 
aha C4 WauIy WW PUUil i De ; 





| days, 
| issue) being scheduled for Saturday 


| Wonderful 
)} and ‘Passport Husband’ 


| 60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Mother 


or better, while the Capitol is doing 
well with ‘Crowd Roars’ at a pace of 
around $30,000. 


Both the Par and Strand last night 
(Tues.) ended holdover sessions. The 


econd for ‘Texans’ and the Gene 
Krupa orchestra was $28,000, good 
profit, after a strong first week of 
$40,000. At the Strand one of the 
best money-getters that house has 
had in moons, ‘Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 


wound up its third heat at close to 
$15.000, after first and second weeks 
f close to $40,000 and $25,000, respec- 
tively. ‘Racket Busters’ opens here 
this morning (Wed.), while the Par 
brings in ‘Give Me a Sailor’ and the 
Chick Webb band. This show is in 
for just one week, with a switch in 
bookings scheduling ‘Sing, You Sin- 
ners,’ and Phil Spitalny orch for 
Wednesday (17), ‘Spawn of the 


North’ being set back, due to revisions 
n picture. 


Most discouraging business this 
week is being experienced by the 
econd-run State, with ‘Tropic Holi- 
lay,’ and the Rivoli, which reopened 
Saturday (6) with ‘Gateway.’ Latter 

ll be s: t of $10,000, poor, while 
the State looks no better than $15,000. 
Vaude show there includes Nick 


Kenny, Jerry Cooper, Frances Faye 


and team of Barto and Mann. 
‘Smashing the Rackets,’ a_ title 
which may be confused a bit with 


‘Racket Busters,’ opened at the Rialto 
Monday (8) and started cut good, 
doing $1,875 on the dny. It sueceeded 
‘The Chaser.’ which was poor at $5,- 
§00. Globe vesterday (Tues.) brought 
in ‘Keep Smiling’ for four days, thus 
getting back to a Saturday opening 
(13) with revival of Chaplin’s ‘Mod- 
ern Times.’ House got only $4,300 on 
six days, mildish, with ‘Highway Pae 
trol.’ 

Next Tuesday (16) Metro starts 
‘Marie Antoinette’ at the Astor on a 
twice-daily $2 run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (4,529; 25-35-55-85-$1.25)— 
‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G). This one is 


| doing nicely, looking around $30,000 


on the first week and holds over. 
Last week, second for ‘Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G), around $15,000, okay. 


Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Boo- 
Loo’ (Par) (2d-final week). This 
didn’t deserve being held, only 
about $4,000. First seven days was 


slightly over $6,000, weak. 

Globe (1,274; 25-40-55)—‘Keep 
Smiling’ (20th). Opened here yes- 
terday (Tues.), but in for only four 
‘Modern Times’ (UA) (re- 


(13). ‘Highway Patrol’ (Col) re- 

mained six days, getting only $4,300, 

mild. 
Palace (1,700; 
Time’ 


25-35-55 )—‘Having 
(RKO) (2d run) 
(20th) (1st 
run), dualed. Possibilities are lean 
for better than $7,500 with this pair. 
In ahead, ‘White Banners’ (WB) and 
‘Going to Be Rich’ (20th), both 2d 
run, coupled, got around $9,000, okay. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-25-55-85-99) 
—‘Give Me Sailor’ (Par) and’Chick 
Webb orch opened here this morn- 
ing (Wed.). Second week of ‘Tex- 
ans’ (Par) and Gene Krupa, end- 
ing last night (Tues.), was $28.000, 
nice profit. First seven days went 
to $40,000, excellent. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
Carey's 


Chickens’ (RKO) and stage show. 
| Getting by at $65,000, or bit better, 
in spite of stiff competition from 
| Roxy. Last week, third for ‘Alzviers’ 


(UA), was $68.000, very good. ‘Four’s 


|a Crowd’ (WB) opens tomorrow 
morning (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Smoashing 
Rackets’ (RKO). Opened Monday 


(8), getting off strongly. Last week, 
‘The Chaser’ (M-G) didn’t do well, 
getting only $5,600. 

Rivoli (2,092: ‘Gates 
way’ (20th). Reopened house Sature 
day (6). No dice, less than $10,000. 
House had been closed since the end 
of May. 

Roxv (5.836: 25-40-55-75) 
time Band’ (20th) and 
Opening every morning excent Sun- 
day at 8 or 9 am. and pilins ’em in 
daily, just about the comnulete canac- 
ity of house is 


25-55-75-85 } 


‘Rage 


ene «} Uy 
siage OW, 


scored on ch: e to 


hit $80,000 first week. bigcest lor 
the present low-seale nolicy t 
31K vears. All-time attendar y a 
ord in history of hou ¢ 
urdayv (6). 34.149 neonle 9 
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walt Disney’s 250 animators will have a permanent exhibit of oil, water | 
or, charcoal and pen and ink portraits and landscapes in the new | 
tudio, which goes into construction Oct. 1. First buildings to get under 
oe will house the artists and technicians working on feature-length pic- 
ie Idea is to turn out a seven-reeler every year. Next to be housed | 
will be the shorties, with the administrative dpartment last. 

Disney’s entire studio staff, except a few administrative workers, get a, 
we weeks’ vacation beginning Aug. 20. Ghost walks while the studio is 


idle. 


col 





‘Charlie McCarthy’ is helping to ease the unemployment situation through | 
a deal with the Majestic Radio & Television Co. which has already added 
9000 workers to its payroll. Company is making a six-by-five-inch six- 
tube super-hetrodyne ‘Charlie McCarthy’ radio set bearing the dummy’s 
image in color. Exees predict a 500,000 sale within three months. Uni- 
versal has a deal with the radio outfit to hand out more than 1,000 sets in | 
connection with a write-a-letter campaign exploiting Edgar Bergen and 
his wooden partner in ‘Letter of Introduction.’ 





In August, 1918, I. M. Golden, now a San Francisco superior court judge, 
founded Northern California’s first exhibs group: Market St. Theatre 
Owners Association. Exactly 20 years later, on Aug. 9, Independent The- 
atre Owners of Northern California and San Francisco Theatre Owners 
Chamber of Commerce marked the anniversary with a joint luncheon and | 
tour of inspection on Treasure Island, site of the 1939 Exposition. Golden 
the chief speaker. 





budget picture. Producer threatened to walk off the lot but was appeased 
py a two-page wire from a top eastern executive. Explanation was that 
the choice of director caused so much friction among home-office execs 
that it had to be called off. 


Hot weather and picture shortage don’t deter Emil Uman, who found a | 


way to beat the combo in his Regina theatre, Beverly Hills, without the 
aid of a gimmick. Turning his house into a chamber of horrors, he booked 
‘Dracula,’ ‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Son of King Kong,’ three hours of goose- 
flesh drama. Police had to be called to handle the crowds. Uman is 
hunting more horror films. 

From legs to angelfood is the latest exploit of the Paramount p.a.’s in 
their campaign to build Martha Raye into a home girl. Five hundred 
cakes, made by a Los Angeles baker, were air-mailed to 500 exhfbitors, 
each with a card signed by Miss Raye: ‘This is a sample of the cake I 
baked in ‘Give Me a Sailor,’ when I won a beautiful legs contest by 
mistake.’ 





Dialogs for ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs’ in Dutch, Portuguese 
and Italian have been completed abroad, according to word from Stuart 
Buchanan, now in Europe handling foreign versions. Swedish, German 
and Polish dialogs are under way, with Danish, Czechoslovakian and 
Arabic to come, French and Spanish dubbing was done in the Hollywood 
studio. 





Vacation time for ordinary kids means added work for screen moppets. 
Studios are crowded with youngsters and their mothers as producers 
speed up to complete pictures before the opening of the school year, Sept. 


6. After that time the moppets must spend three hours a day in class- | 


rooms. During vacation their working hours are doubled. 





Virtually the same sort of a campaign as lined up for ‘Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band’ is planned by 20th-Fox when ‘Suez’ is released. Not known 
whether budget will reach $100,000 figure set up for ‘Band,’ but same 
elaborate bally has been outlined. Annabella, Tyrone Power and Loretta 
Young are starred in ‘Suez.’ 





With a six-day shooting sked, Sally Rand's picture, ‘Murder on Sunset 
Boulevard,’ has four financial backers, each of whom insists on being the 
producer. Bankroll boys are Eugene Frenke, Sam Coslow, Arthur Sheek- | 
man and George Hirliman. While the four producers are arguing with | 
each other, the director goes on directing as he thinks best. 


Delisting of the securities of International Cinema, Inc., Hollywood inde- | Streets’ (Col), dual, well on okay for Newport, having been denied | profitable pace. 


pendent producer, will be aired by the Securities & Exchange Commis- 
sion. Public hearing on application to strike listing of the $1 par common 
off the Los Angeles Stock Exchange will be conducted before an exam- | 
iner at L. A. on Aug. 30. 








| ‘vil 

Temp. Down, L’ville 
Major studio almost melted the wires with profuse apologies to one of | 

its producers after nixing a deal he made for a director to pilot a big- | 


|Morgue’ (U), 
| $2,100. 


15-30-40) — ‘Clitterhouse’ 


Lincoln, Aug. 9. 
Dual ‘Crime School’ and ‘Fools for | ° o 1/ 
Scandal’ walking off with things | To High B 1) Pitch: Taylor Good 6 
here this week at the Lincoln. Stuart ° ? ? /2 
is finding ‘Tropical Holiday’ little | + ee eee 
better than average. House is having . | 
; i a ay ok.| mount; looking to reach fair $2,100 | Minneapolis, Aug. 9 
Seuaeas a: dee suchaer beckngs ppc Meer “——. a gi then: oh Loop showhouses are finally get- 
bay oe Be gle thoy iat week | $2200, mild. ; : ting their teeth into that elusive 
hasn't meant much extra coin for the| Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) morsel, prosperity. It’s the first big 
other spots thus far. (1,900; 21-32)—‘3 Comrades’ (M-G) | bite they've had for a long time and 
Estimates for This Week and ‘Battle of Broadway’ (20th), 
Liberty ‘Cooper) (1,200; 10-15)— | dual. Headed for okay $3,100. Last | 
‘Law Commands’ (Cres) and ‘Double | week, ‘Kidnapped’ (20th) and ‘Judge 





it tastes mighty good. 
Rudy Vallee, in person, with the 


Danger’ (RKO), split with ‘Mr. Hardy’ (M-G), good $3,200. |first stage show to hit the loop in 
Chump’ (WB) and ‘Bar 20 Justice’ Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— several months, has revitalized the 
(Par). All right, $900. Last week, | ‘Loved an Actress’ (GN) and ‘Boggs | box office picture, for the present at 
Penrod’ (WB) and ‘Fight for Lady’ | Steps Out’ (GN), dual, split with} yeast. Vallee has been packing ’em 


(RKO), fair, $800. ‘Lone Ranger 
Lincoln (Cooper) (1,600; 10-25-35) | and ‘G-Men’ 


(Rep), five episodes, 
(Col) Sadiieeke fair |i" at the Orpheum and, instead of 


|—‘Crime School’ (WB) and ‘Fools | $1,700. Last week, ‘Prisoners’ (Rep)| hurting the opposition, seems to be 
| for Scandal’ (WB). 


Will do fancy | and ‘Sergeant Murphy’ (WB), dual,|helping it. The strength of the oppo- 
$3,300. Last week, ‘Rascals’ (20th) | split with ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col) and|sition, of course, has much to do with 
and ‘Four Men’ (20th), okay $3,000. | ‘Lone Ranger’ (Rep), five eps, $2,100, the fact that it’s thriving, ‘The Crowd 
Stuart (Cooper) (1,900; 10-25-40 )— | nice. | Roars, Cowboy from Brooklyn’ and 
‘Tropic Holiday’ (Par). Won't sur- Fifth Avenue (Hamrick - Ever-| %28¢ of Paris all clicking in swell 
mount average $3,200. Last week,| green) (2,366; 32-37-42) — ‘Crowd ‘Style. Latter did so well its first 
‘Cowboy’ (WB), slumped to $3,200. | Roars’ (M-G) and ‘My Bill’ (FN), | week at the Orpheum it has moved 
| Catchy combo expected to get great | t° the World for an extended first- 
| $9,000. Last week, ‘Miss Broadway’ ‘aie 
1 (92 ‘Sky Giant’ ‘ a] | 
pgs heey Sky Giant’ (RKO), ame Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
Sree eee . \‘’m From City’ (RKO) and ‘Prison 
Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— | Break’ (U), dual first-runs, split with 
| ‘Birth of Baby (Ind) (4th week ).| ‘Blonde Cheat’ (RKO) and ‘Bar 20 


6 ? L d 
e 
B.0. Up; ‘Roars’ Lou ‘Baby’ 
‘ ; | Getting nice $3,600. Last week, same} Justice’ (Par), dual first-runs, 
66: Texans $4 500 film, 3rd week, okay $4,100. |Climbing toward pretty good $1,300. 
’ ) ) | Music Box 


N ( (Hamrick-Evergreen) | Last week ‘Devil's Party’ (U) and 
“ae | ith and "Sky Giant GRKO) dual, | oilt wit eRe ae sh nan 
sah ‘ | (20t ‘ Sky Gian RKO), al,; split with ‘Reformatory’ (Col) ane 
Louisville, Aug. 9. | moved from Fifth. Getting $2,700.|‘Panamint’s Bad Man’ (20th), $1,500 
Rain and generally cooler weath-| good. Last week, ‘Always Goodbye’ | good. ; 
er coupled with canceled softball | (20th) and ‘Passport Husbands’ Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25-35- 
| games and outdoor affairs, all help- | (20th), dual, $2,000, slow. folie mei d nig a ee 
Ps ce te eae A . Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergr DOx office poison here anc riscliia 
ing to boost grosses to around mid- (2.600: ca AI ane edd aie od Lane eel less than nothing as 
season 1evels. Pic houses are also | ang ‘Young Fugitives’ (U). Second|ataw, but this one pulling pretty 
| getting a break now that summer | weer for ‘Clitterhouse’ but first for) Well, despite lack. of name magnets 
|} opera is over. Indicate nice $4,000,| because of entertainment qualities. 





Estimates for This Week 


| ‘Fugitives.’ 
| ‘Crowd Roars’ is pulling Robert | Last week, ‘Clitterhouse’ (FN) and | Stretching toward pretty nice $5,000. 
| Taylor fans to Loew’s State. How- | ‘Sinners in Paradise’ (U), dual, great | Last week ‘Always Goodbye’ (20th Me 
lever, it will be a close race for top $7,300. sag fairly oe ~ 
money between all first-runs as | 13 : a4 rpheum (Par-Singer) (2,890; 35- 
‘Texans’ is doing well at the Rialto, 37 Sep lh gage kd ee ae 40-60)—‘Fast Company’ (M-G) and 
‘Dr. Clitterhouse’ at the Mary Ander- | (U) sn cae : Db: 4 m.. ys |Rudy Vallee’s stage show. Vallee 
|son is building by potent word-of- ge petcstnic aces ieey St | 


= aa ‘ ; s | powerful b. o. here and public hun- 
mouth, and a bang-up double bill, berg Rory ——, Born Phos 4 solo | gry for stage fare. Swell entertain- 
|‘Mother Carey’s Chickens’ and ‘I’m | ajor Bowes ams, $6,000, big.| ment clear down the line and trade 
from the City,’ at the Strand, is | Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) | being helped by customers’ raves. 
pointing to a highly satisfactory take. | (3,049; 32-37-42 \—‘Texans’ (Par) and| Engagement, however, is limited to 
| Estimates for This Week |‘Chaser’ (M-G), dual. Looks like | five days. Tremendous $20,000 in 
| Brown (Loew's - Fourth Ave.) | 800d $5,500. Last week, ‘Professor | prospect. Last week ‘Rage of Paris’ 
/ (1,000: 15-30-40) — ‘Andy MHardy’| Beware’ (Par) and ‘Prison Farm’| (U), big $8,000 in eight days. 
'(M-G) and ‘Fast Company’ (M-G). (Par), dual, only fair $4,300. State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35-40) 
Still romping along for nice re- | Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 21-32) — | —‘Crowd | Roars’ (M-G). Compli- 
turns, this being third a sccount | Walt re Grove’ (Par) and ‘Over | ments galore for this one, and it’s 
| 


Palomar 


'week for the pair. Should account| Wall’ (WB), dual. Expect okay | helping box office plenty. Looks like 
for $1,700, following last week’s okay | $2,400. Last week. ‘Farewell to Arms’ | Pest, 8rosser of any recent Robert 
$2,100. (Par) and ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) | Taylor film. Headed for good $6,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; “Soese. | $2,000, good. "|Last week ‘Texans’ (Par), $5,000, 
|‘Treasure Island’ (M-G) and ‘Cocoa- fair. 

;nut Grove’ (Par), dual. Set ao ageic | =e (Berger) (290; 4 ae PE te 
for full seven-day stanza and will | “ |}ern Front’ (U) (reissue). Old-timer 
|get okay $1,800. Last week. ‘Viva- | showing some life. Preity good $800 
‘cious Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Rascals’ Lidded Saratoga |indicated. Last week ‘Divorce of 

(20th), double, split with ‘Sinners in | Lady X’ (UA) (2d run), $600, light. 
Paradise’ (U) and ‘Lady in the Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35 )—‘Hol- 
twins, satisfactory | iday’ (Col) split with ‘Josette’ (20th). 
First nabe showings looks like good 
$3.000. Last week ‘Three Comrades’ 
(M-G) split with ‘Three Blind Mice’ 
(20th), $2,500, fair. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
Understood that a goodly number|—'‘Rage of Paris’ (U) (2d week). 
Moved here from Orpheum for ex- 
tended first run and continuing at 
| — : cont - 
side at $6,300. . er al so ‘ trade that might have passed it up at 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000; | eit favorite night sport—gambling. | 6 eum, Good $2,000 indicated. 

(WB), Such monied people are attending 
Word-of-mouth building this one in| the comparatively nearby Narra- 
swell style, and anticipations are for gansett track 
fine $5.000 and holdover. Last week, y 








(Continued from page 1) 


——— 


Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- | 


ge Pa «Dip nee | recoup on the season for the money 
Slander , : § strong | er 
play on strength of Robert Taylor | has gone elsewhere, 
following. Will wind up nicely in| 


a a Cite | of regulars have abandoned the Spa 








Charles H. Findley, formerly in exploitation division of ‘March of |‘My Bill’ (WB), n.s.h., $2.800. 
Time’ reel, has gone to Europe to represent Pathe newsreel. He will | Ohio (Settos) (900; 15) — ‘Sing 


‘ 1 r Bes t’ (WB) and ‘Emile Zola’ (WB), 
exploit the reel and help Americanize the European edition. Pathe expects | ray slit with ‘Love on Air’ (WB) 


to have a new contact man in Washington by Sept. 1 in order to build up ‘and’ ‘Sweetheart of Navy’ (WB), 
the commercial end of biz. |twin. Medium $1,100. Last week, 
| ‘Artists and Models’ (Par) and ‘Cer- 
More than 200 wreckers have started work demolishing old sets at the | tain Woman ‘nae t fg Phew 
United Artists studio, built at a cost of $385,000. Included in the wreck- | an Ger wa, Piss pay 4 a" 
w are some of the best known sets in Hollywood, dating back to David |“ Rialte (Fourth Ave.) (3.000: 15-30- | 
ark Griffith. Six and one-half acres are being cleared to build new 49)—‘Texans’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog | 
Sets for Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The Last Frontier.’ | Drummond’ (Par), dual. Not terrific | 
lin face of opposish at other first- | 
Contrary to general belief, all Metro execs have not taken advantage of |runs, but cool.r weather will push 
the profit-sharing contracts proffered last January. Bernard Hyman has | ane Dore i ge ge bog 
ney refused to sign a pact calling for a cut in the earnings of | \orate Adventure’ (Rep), dual, paced | 
oew's, Inc., along with a weekly salary. He can't see anything but straight |town for okav $6,500. | 
Wages. Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1.400: 15-30- | 
40)—‘Carev’s Chickens’ (RKO) and | 
RKO wants a new title for the story of Irene and Vernon Castle, skeded | bang mine ~— yy dual. wae od 
as the next Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers picture. Original tag, ‘Castles in renee Tm his’ senate ge Relnd 
= Air,’ is owned by another studio. Mrs. Irene Castle McLaughlin, who pic also better than his former efforts | 
rote the tale, will be technical adviser when shooting begins next fall. and helping to build nice b.o. trade. 
— |Paced for okay $3,600. Last weck, 
Concessionaires going into the exposition are being asked to purchase ‘Army Girl’ (Ren) and ‘Prison Break 
New York World's Fair bonds. This permits concessionaire people to have (U), dual, $2,900. mild. 
a@ Say in the fair proceedings. In contrast, Great Lakes exposition did not aie 


allow concessionaires to have their bonds. ‘CROWD ROARS’ BIG 
$9,000 IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 9 

Walter Wanger’s ‘Algiers’ is a remake of the French, ‘Pepe le Moko,’ the) Fourth week for ‘Birth of Baby 

roie Charles Boyer plays in English and which Jean Gabin created in continues to steady draw. ‘Crowd 

French. Another current release. ‘I'll Give a Million’ (20th-Fox) is a| Roars’ is big at $9,000. ‘Professor 

nake of an Italian film, ‘The Millionaire.’ Beware moves to Blue Mouse Litt e 

: Miss Broadway’ to Music Box and 

Picture comnaniec — = rock World's Fair it ‘Dr. Clitterhouse’ is good enough to 
obtaining ompanies are cooperating with the New You or wed all ae hold second week at Orpheum 

Girl Seer model exhibits of film stars. They will be used as part of the Extended runs are partly due on 

supplying’ ase at the exposition. Home offices of film companies are ot nt Bee iy maa a 
8 stills and other details. Estimates for This Week 




















_ A $220.000 print bill will cover the 100,000,000 circulars being distributed 
in the Greater Film Season drive. Some 600,000, constituting a freight 
— load, will go to each exchange for distribution. These in turn are to 
ve Circularized as part of the film essay contest, 





Louis Br , Ss wae izes ‘ Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
th Uis Bromfield s ‘The Rains Came’ went for $55,090 to 20th-Fox, al- (850: 32-37-42)—'‘Professor Beware’ 
“NOUGhH cr : P ° 2 a Fess » ° vero “ i > , Wal 
gh ‘pirited bidding didn’t start until the book had been out about three!) (par) and ‘Prison Farm (Par) 

onths, 


It’s now some six months old 


| Moved over from fair run at Para- 


Sales of yearlings, ‘ ’ 
one of the highlights of the Sara- 
toga meeting, 1ave been away under 


normal with the amounts paid re- 
garded as comparatively puny. 

Sophie Tucker never did open at 
Piping Rock, having ‘cancelled out’ 
at the request of the management 
because of the gambling ban. Song- 
stress turned about and went to 
Atlantic City despite her love of 
equine thoroughbreds. Jimmy Du- 
rante had a bid for Riley’s but 
there again the resort could not 
stand the tap and the schnoz tore 
up his ticket. 


Claimed that a battle between 


$15,000 IN PROV. 


Providence, Aug. 9. 

Robert Taylor is going big with 
|} local fans in ‘The Crowd Roars’ and 
| giving Loew’s plenty to roar about, 
| Tremendous $15,000 is in sight, 
Majestic, with ‘Amazing Dr. Clitter- 
house,’ is next in line for swell biz. 

Lack of outstanding film fare is 
knocking Strand for a loop. Fay’s, 
with town’s only vaude, is expected 





county officials accounts for the lid) to reopen week before Labor Day. 


being clamped on. The ban. ex- 
tends to Glens Falls and Lake 


Estimates for This Week 
State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 





George. Visitors from Saratoga who | 
go up for weekends are told it’s} 
useless to unpack and many among | 
the sporting element return to 
New York instead, including some | 
connected with the bookies. The 
usually wide-open Chicago club is 
still an open-door joint, but that is 
about all. Bettors may place wagers | 
On races at other tracks but the place 
is bare of all devices and only the 
betting windows remain, 

The Holly wood visitors who made 
the Spa their annual August re- 
treat have started to vamp. Al Jol- 
son has called it off after two weeks, | 
but said he was homesick for his 
wife and child. Harry Cohn, who! 


states he was in Saratoga primarily 
for the baths, with the track sec- 
ondary, is also planning to. start 
west this week. Durante returned 


to New York and is also going back 
to Hollywood unless the lid pops off 
pronto. He due back on Broad- 
way in the fall for rehearsals of 
Dwight Deere Wiman’s’§ musical, 
‘Turn to the Left.’ 


‘Crowd Roars’ «M-G) and ‘Invisible 
Enemy’ (Rep). Sky-high biz, this 


| dual racing to roaring $15,000. Last 


week, ‘Algiers’ (UA) and 
body’s Doing It’ (RKO), 
down to $10,000, okay. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,300: 25-35-50)— 
‘Clitterhouse’ (WB) and ‘Men Such 
Fools’ (WB). Stepping along nicely 
for standout $11,000. Last week, 
‘Miss Broadway’ (20th) and ‘Dr. 
Hallet’ (U) so-so $6,500. 


‘Every- 
slowed 


Strand (Indie) (2,200: 25-35-50)—~ 
‘Prison Farm’ (Par) and ‘Booloo’ 
(Par). So-so $5,000 is tops for this 


one. Last week. ‘Army Girl’ (Rep) 
and ‘Shadow’ (Col), lean $5.000, de- 
Spite first-night p.a. of Madge Evans. 


Cold Stops ‘Blow’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 9 

Shooting on Walter Wanger’ 
‘Trade Winds’ begins Aug. 18, de. 
layed to allow Fredric March to ree 
cuperate from a heavy cold 

Star was bedded by illne while 
vorking in Hal Roact ‘There Goes 
My He ind requested a rest be- 
fore { > new job. 


yl: 
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GATEWAY 


of 
Don 


Samuel G Engel 
Ameche, Arleen 

Ratoff, Binnie 
Raymond Wal- 


%th-Fox release 
production. Stars 
Whelan; features Gregory 
Barnes, Gilbert toland 
burn, John Carradine. Directed by Alfred 
Werker. Screenplay by Lamar Trotti, from 
story by Walter Reisch; editor 
Morley camera, Sdward Cror ger A 
Rivoli, N Y., week A Running 
time, 73 mins. 
DICK. coc cccs es ecaevececescsce sk 
Catherine : cr i 
Michael 


Simms , ftinnie Ba 
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‘Gateway’ should get good grosses. 
It has a nice, entertaining, original 
enough story buttressed by deft 
treatment and a cast that packs suffi- 
cient b. o. proportions to attractively 
deck out a display. Theme, which 
revolves around immigrants getting 
by the gate at Ellis Island, touches 
off an understanding note for all | 
audiences. 

Romantic and melodramatic angles 
in the screenplay take distinct back 


| 
seats to the more human, more 


widely appealing drama of the cross- | ; 
patch group trying to get o. k.d entry | 


into Uncle Sam’s province. Treat- 
ment realizes same and causes at 
least half the action and footage to | 
cover these. There’s the phoney | 
(Gregory Ratoff) palming himself as | 
a one-time czarist Russian noble- 
man: the simple, trusting family of 
Poles; the communist (Eddy Con- 
rad) coming to stir up revolution in 
America: the ex-gangster (Roland | 
Gilbert) trying to sneak back to New 
York now that he thinks the heat is | 
off: and the much-married inter- 





nationally known adventuress (Bin- | m 
nie Barnes), trying to re-enter her | 
homeland to save her daughter from | 


a marriage she believes will be dis- 
astrous. 


Tossing those characters in with 
the stars (Don Ameche is a news- 
paperman returning from Spanish 


civil war; Arleen Whelan a wide- 
eyed Irish girl coming to the States 
to get married) makes for a firm 
base upon which to plant the plot. 
Ameche meets the girl on ship- 
board and goes romancing after her. 
Involves her in a scrape. the after- 
math of which falsely makes her ap- 
pear to have been mixed up with a 
merry, but married, small-town 


mayor aboard ship. Latter’s wif 
raises a roar, and this blocks the 
girl’s admittance to the U. S. Her 


{ntended, a milk-soppish sort. played 
by Lyle Talbot, testily refuses to 
marry her. Ameche, in trying to 
mooth things for her, makes mat- 
fre worse by indirectly inciting a 
riot on Ellis Island, through which 
» group of deportees and _ unde- 
sirables almost escape. Windup 
romes with much oil on all waters 
and purposes accomnlished by all. 

Ratoff does one of his peak pic jobs 
as the phoney nobleman, giving the 
film a plentiful quota of laughs, and 
making good use of Conrad as a 
stooge communist. Maurice Mosco- 
vitch does a corking bit as the 
grandpop of the Poles. 

Ameche’s and Miss Whelan’s roles 
are larger but. not as colorful as are 
most of the subordinates. Former 
does an especially good job. Harry 
Carey plays the Island commissioner, 
and whales over, with help from 
script and direction. some good prop- 
aganda for the manner in which im- 
migrants are handled. Roland does 
a swell gangster of the smirking, re- 
signed-to-fate school. 

Alfred Werker’s direction catches 
about all the chances offered; he 


let the yarn ride to its crest, then | and, for the fade, embraces his girl | 


quickly ties the ends and fades it 
out. That does away with time- 
wasting explanations of the obvious. 
Camera is aces throughout, and espe- 


cially slick when using superimposi- | 


tions of the Island background and 
atmosphere. Production Grade A. 
There avnear to be many faucets 
for smart, telling exploitation 
through which the exhib can crack 
at upping the gross. From the de 


luxers down to the nabe, which 
caters to numbers of immigrants, 
there are beaucoup angles. Bert. 


RKO-Radio 


release 


of Tou Lusty pro- 
duction. Stars Jack Oakie, Lucille Ball; 
features Ruth Donnelly, Bradley Page, 
Fritz Feld, Thursdon Hall, Elisabeth Ris- 
don. Directed by Ben Stoloff Screenplay, 
Bert Granet, Paul Yawitz: story, Charles 
Hoffman: musical director, Rov Webh; 
camera, Ruegssell Matty Reviewed In Pro- 
jection Room, Aug. 4, ’38. Running time, 
73 mins 
MIOTHAN . ccoccccecs Jack Oakie 
RUNADES!. ceccccesecccscsecses Lucille Ball 
SORPORING. coscceccicesecs ee. Ruth Donnelly 
Webb. .-ccccccceescccesccccses Bradley Page 
W OCU < bee ce se cesecccrseeeees Fritz Feld 
pT POPE TET Tee rhurston Hall 
Mrs. Fletcher.... é ..--Elisabeth Risdon 
Mr. Fletcher ceccecvccccce Granville Bates 
Muldoon.... eVTTETIYTT Lee. james Burke 
Rohert FPletcher.........e+% .Lee Van Atta 
BREOY occ ccesecceucisccseseed Anthony Warde 
BEATtIN. ccccce eee coettoeses Edward Marr 
Biss. BEWPIOY 2c ccavssccvescccs Leona Roberts 


First-rate comedy, sneedily paced 
and acted with considerable spirit, 
brings back Jack Oakie in an amus- 
ing role and launches Lucille Ball to 
top billing that’s justified by a good 
performance. Film will stand up as 
a strong dualer, rating the advertis- 
ing leadoff in most places. 


| Davis; 





| Story by Charles Hoffman is about 


|the farcical situations and melodra- | 
'matic complications in which a film | 
lstar finds herself as a result of over- | 


enthusiastic press agentry. Oakie is 
the publicity man, whose idea of get- 
ting front page space is to project 
his subject into realism. Thus Miss 
Ball serves a short term in the re- 
formatory, an arduous experience, 
which misses fire when the produc- 
tion she’s boosting is called off. 

Subsequently, Oakie persuades her 
to take a iob as maid in a household 
that soon is ‘errified by a pair of 
fugitive kidnappers. Threatened by 
the gangsters, Miss Ball is browbeat- 
en into an accessory’s part, despite 
her frantic appeals for help from 
Oakie, who unaware of her dan- 
gerous plight. There is gunplay, ex- 
citement and considerable humor in 
the situation before the gangsters are 
captured. 

Good performances by a large cast 
of principals keep the farce lively 
through a series of satii:c scenes laid 
in the production office of the film 
studio and on location. Ruth Don- | 
nelly is an all-knowing private sec- 
retary; Bradley Page is a harassed 
producer; Fritz Feld plays a foreign 
director waiting for his Hollywood 
assignment; Thurston Hall plays a 
mental incompetent and Elisabeth | 
Risdon, an excellent housewife. 

Much of the fun comes from Ben ! 
Stoloff’s good directing. Production | 
loses nothing by its modest settings, 
which are adequate, and the film 
bears the mark of good showman- 


iS 


ip. 

Reported that the studio contem- 
plates a series of features employing 
the same characters, based on the 
wholly satisfactory result of the first 
film. Flin, 





Smashing the Rackets 


RKO B. P. Fineman 
tion. Features Chester Morris, Frances 
Mercer, Bruce Cabot, Rita Johnson, Don- 
ald Douglas, Ben Welden, Ed Pawley. Di- 
rected by Lew Landers. Story, Forrest 
adaptation, Lionel Houser; editor, 
Harry Marker; photography, Nicholas 
usuraca At Rialto, N. Y., Aug. 8, ‘38. 
Running time, 68 mins. 


release of produc 








Bit CHURWER 5 66 cn ct cceasaess Chester Morris 
| Sumats LOANS, .ccrcccccoceces Frances Merce 
i Steve EAWONCE 05.6 cccccstass Bruce Cabot 

RCRD ~ TIANOS ci ccccccccicess -Rita Johnson 

BOAUIGING.2 ccc cscrsessvraees Donald Douglas 
| Whitey ClArk. cccccccsses eoceee Ben Welden 
| Chin 0) ree rere re Ed Pawley 

ERT EPEC OPTECTE CUT ee Walter Miller 

TORSO Wee sscevserstcess Frank M. Thomas 

SEE o.6'6.4-066:0.5 0066 4:06 60586 60s George Irving 
b PORE cccccccceccscesccccececess Kay Sutton 

WENUNN 6-6 446:6 06 4996666840805 Theodore Von Eltz |} 

Os 6 600606600 0660608650660600% Edith Craig 

LG@OMAP. .coccccscccceccoccnes George Lloyd 
| MAXI€ sss cece e eee eeeeceneeseneees Paul Fix 
| .This is boiler-plate melodrama, 
| 


|thinly disguised as to Thomas E. 
| Dewey heroics, in which a fearless 
|prosecutor who looks more like a 
|sodajerker figures prominently but 
not impressively. ‘Smashing the 
Rackets’ will need more than a 
‘Greatest Motion Pictures Year’ cam- 
|paign to get by. Only for the duals 
|as the second feature, except where 
ltwo ‘B’s’ are used. The Forrest 
| Davis original refers to his recent 
| Satevepost serial on Dewey’s career. 

In all respects, the picture is regu- 
|lation, library stuff, including the 
| acting, though Chester Morris, Fran- 
;ces Mercer, Bruce Cabot, Rita John- 
, Son and others cannot possibly sur- 
| mount the unpromising parts handed 
|them, B. P. Fineman, the producer, 
|} seemingly didn’t give much thought 
to anything but a title—which isn’t 
bad—and a plot that tries to mirror 
the story of Dewey. 

Morris plays the daring assistant 
d.a., who becomes a special prosecu- 
tor and through cunning, as well as 
considerable luck, manages to wipe 
out various rackets pestering a 
nameless city. He no more fits the 
part than Shirley Temple would, and 
| plays his way through the common- 
| place story and dialog in a wooden, 
| matter-of-fact manner. At the be- 
| ginning he is a G-man, while in the 
|end, after smashing a few gimmicks, 
|he goes into private law practice 





iby lying down on the floor of his 
| office, getting cute. That finish sug- 
| gests the inspiration that has gone 
| into the making of this one. 
| Gangster characters of an accepted 
| type figure, along with tactics that 
are timeworn and terribly dated. 
| Bruce Cabot plays a leader of rack- 
;ets. while henchmen who do all right 
include Ben Welden, often seen in 
nictures of this type, Ed Pawley and 
George Lloyd. Two girls are Fran- 
ces Mercer and Rita Johnson, play- 
ing sisters. Neither contribute much, 
Direction of Lew Landers is any- 
thing but brilliant. The district at- 
torney’s office, as set un in this in- 
stance. looks too much like a hank- 
er’s suite. har. 


I’M FROM THE CITY 


(WITH SONG) 








| 


} 
| 


RKO release of William Sistrom nroduc 
tion Stars Joe Penner Features Richard 
Lane, Paul Guilfoyle, Lorraine Krueger, | 
Kay Sutton Directed by Ben Holmes, | 

| Screenplay by Nicholas T. Barrows, Robert | 
| St. Clair and John Grey from original story 
} by Ben Holmes; musical director. Roy 
Webb: montage, Vernon L. Walker: editor, 
Ted Cheesman: camera, Frank Redman; 
| song, bY Hal Raynor At Albee, Brooklyn, 
lual, Aug. 8 ‘38. Running time, 65 mins, 
POO. 066 + 600s 60660066086 0006085 Joe Penner 
TRS ote i re ns Richard Lane 
MOBIC cccccscecsecesees --- Lorraine Krueger | 
| Willie -Paul Guilfoyle 
@ -: .. MPerrrir rrr irre ... Kay Sutton 
Bi i a rerere? re Kathryn Sheldon 
GN « 6:4.06005696646000 08000608 Ethan Laidlaw 
| ERIRDY . cc ccevcscvcscsceces Lafavette McKee 
D BOG s cee cescccscccscsesceocess Edmund Cobb 
LS 840665 045600000 8% 69% ..Clyde Kinney | 





Joe Penner has a certain amount 
/of infectious humor in pictures, but 
he isn’t given a fair shake in ‘I’m 





| Miniature Reviews 


‘Gateway’ (20th). ‘Grand Ho- 
tel’ treatment applied to Ellis 
Island. May look to fair b.o. 

‘Affairs of Annabel’ (RKO- 
Radio). Farce starring Jack 
Oakie and Lucille’ Ball. A 
strong dualer. 

‘Smashing the Rackets’ (RKO). 
Feeble effort to capitalize 
Dewey’s racket-busting. 

‘I'm From the City’ (RKO). 
Joe Penner plays cowboy in a 
trite comedy yarn; strictly for 
dualers. 

‘The Chaser’ (M-G). Passable 
programmer; lacks marquee 
strength, but a good dualer. 

‘Highway Patrol’ (Col). Good 
enough to top duals. Robert 
Paige, featured with Jacqueline 
Wells, is the film’s big booster. 

‘Mr. Chump’ (WB). Amus- 
ing light comedy for the duals. 

‘Desperate Adventure’ (Rep). 
Light, romantic comedy that 
will get by on both duals and 
in lesser single bill houses, 

‘Unashamed’ (Cine). Uncom- 
mercial nudist film, made fairly 
well, however. 














from the City.’ Choice and quality 
of story and weakness of supporting 
cast fail to give him an adequate 
chance, though the direction by the 
same Ben Holmes, who concocted the 
original, often surmounts the flimsy 
material. It will do on the after half 
of duos, but probably won’t increase 
Penner’s popularity. 

Idea of a tenderfoot who is forced 
to ride horseback, either by hypno- 
tism or some other artifice, has been 
made use of before. Here the con- 
stant employment of hypnotic pow- 
ers is used to get Pete (Joe Penner) 
to race a trained Indian rider. There 
are flashes of fast action; for instance, 
the time when he is made to believe 
he is a valiant Romeo. But they are 
only flashes; and the story then con- 
tinues to sag. 

Penner, as the circus bareback 
rider who is taken west to continue 
his feats in the saddle (always under 
the hypnotic eye), often is funny. 
His familiar sayings and word jug- 


gling are good for laughs. But some- 
times his efforts are painfully 
strained under the burden of the 
script. Richard Lane, who has 


worked as foil for Penner in radio, 
serves as his straight man, the con- 
spiring owner of the hypnotic acorn, 
but doesn’t help him much. 
Surrounding cast looks as though 
| the names were drawn out of a hat, 
|excepting Kathryn Sheldon, as the 
elderly femme ranch owner.  Lor- 
raine Krueger, diminutive blonde, 
Penner’s pic sweetheart, previously 
| was a dancer in pictures. She does 
| fairly well, considering. Kay Sutton, 
| another comparative newcomer, 
plays a vamp role. Paul Guilfoyle, 
cast as a semi-comedy Indian, is lost 
in the sheer stupidity of the role. 
Three writers are credited with 
handling the script, which also prob- 
ably handicapped. Vernon L. Walk- 
er’s special effects are superb. Frank 
Redman’s camera efforts are suffi- 
cient. Wear. 


THE CHASER 


Metro release of Frank Davis production, 
Directed by Edwin L. Marin. Screenplay, 
| Everett Freeman, Harry Ruskin, Bella and 
bowers Spewack, based on original story by 
Chandler Sprague and Howard Emmett 











Rogers; camera, Charlies Lawton, Jr.; edi- 
tor, George Boemler. At Rialto, N. Y., 
Aug. 4, ’38. Running time, 75 mins. 


| Thomas Z. Brandon.........Dennis O’ Keefe 


| Dorothy Mason... cocceceécc em Morris 
DP, PROC occ ccsscarsecetas cw Eons 
‘Floppy’ Phil.......-..scecee..Nat Pendleton 
| CRTNOUM 6c ccecerscssccscesees Henry O'Neill 
| MAPS. CIBON 6 cncccces .-.- Ruth Gillette 
ST SOP crere COrer ere Cee ..John Qualen 
Simon Kelly...... Robert Emmett Keane 
ae PREECE LUE TT CRTC ETT Eee Jack Mulhall 
a) Ee eT PREC ee ....Irving Bacon 
Mr. Beaumont Pierre Watkin 


Satisfactory programmer. 
fairly good plot. workmanlike script, 
capable direction and lucid acting 
though weak at marquee rating. 
Okay for the duals. 


Maybe they intended a double 
meaning with the title. For ‘The 
Chaser’ of the story is not only the 
town’s champ Johnny Lawyer-on- 
the-Spot-of-an-Accident, but he goes 
on the make in a hurry when a 
smoothie gal crosses his path. The 
femme happens to be a plant by the 
traction company to get the goods 
on the lawyer, who's costing it so 
| much coin in damage suits. The in- 
evitable happens, with the legal 
trickster and the gal taking a tumble 
for each other and ending in the 
| expected clinch. 





Although it’s a stereotype formula, 
several slight twists give it interest. 
Prime one is that instead of trying 
ito turn out a preachment against 
ambulance-chasing lawyers, the pic- 
ture stresses the story element, with 
some attention to character, a num- 
ber of guileful le twists and a 
welcome absence of phony preten- 
sion. 


oa] 
Sal 


As far as the cast is concerned, | ‘Stranger from Arizona’ bv Coronet 


chief interest is the girl, Ann Mor- 
riss, a newcomer. 
Metro dope, her only previous thesp 
experience was with little theatre 
| outfits. Whether or not that’s the 
| McCoy, the gal is a looker, with 


Has | 





| 
| 


| 


Directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr. Story, Lame | 
bert Hillyer; screenplay, Robert E rent 
and Stuart Anthony; camera, Lucien Bal- 
lard; editor, James Sweeney At Globe, | 
| N. Y., week Aug. 5, ’38, dual. Running 
i time, 56 mins. 

William Rolph ..Robert Paige 
Jane Brady ‘ lacqueline Wells 
J. W. Brady... : Robert Middiemass 
Walter Brennan Arthur Loft 

* a) See ee er ee Alan Bridge 
Carter. .ec. Pp aera cas Iddie Foster 
gk Pe .eee George McKay 
Cole seta ° - teenies Eddie Laughton 
Estelle... Ann Doran 


{ 





| 


|into the red. 


| 


| 


ability to fill the simple require- 
ments. 

Only other performances worth a 
mention are Lewis Stone’s dipsy doc- 
tor and Dennis O’Keefe’s shifty- 
stepping lawyer. Stone’s part is a 
natural and he fills it gratifyingly, 
shrewdly avoiding overplaying the 
souse stuff. O’Keefe’s performance 
as the lawyer is handicapped due to 
slight contradictions in the part. But 
he satisfyingly contrives to catch the 
blend of disillusionment and soft- 
heartedness Hobe. 


HIGHWAY PATROL 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Robert Paige and Jacqueline Wells. 





‘Highway Patrol’ is out gunning 
and the muggs had better watch out. 
For Robert Paige and his cohorts are 
a tough crew to stack up against. 


At any rate, they’re good enough to | 


top the dual bills through excellent 
casting and capable direction. Dialog 
and story aren’t particularly distinc- 
tive, however. 

Paige, as the lad who breaks up a 
war between rival refinery firms, 
that had resolved into underhanded 
tactics by one of the companies, is 
worthy of better stuff. Jacqueline 
Wells is the romantic interest 
complies with her role, but no more. 

When Robert Middlemass, who 
plays Miss Wells’ father, fears the 
unscrupulousness of his competitors, 
who had wrecked his stations, hi- 
jacked his trucks and attempted to 
bomb his refinery, he enlists the aid 
of Paige. 

Paige then ferrets out the real 
leaks in the works, Middlemass’ re- 
finery police chief, who is working 
with the competitors, and Arthur 
Loft, who plays the refinery’s gen- 
eral manager. However, it all winds 
up the usual way. 

In lesser roles, Middlemass, Loft 
and Eddie Foster play capably. 


MR. CHUMP 


(WITH SONG) 


Warner production and release. Features 
Johnnie Davis, Lola Lane and Penny Sin- 
gleton. Directed by William Clemens. 
Screen play, George Bricker; camera, Ar- 
thur Edeson; songs, Johnny Mercer, Ber- 
nie Hanighen and Charles Henderson. At 
Paramount, Brooklyn. dual. week Aug. 5, 
"38. Running time, 60 mins 
eae sae e tian. oe Johnnie Davis 
Jane Mason........ ; Lola Lane 
Betty Martin....... Penny Singleton 
Jim Belden.......... Donald Briggs 
OS ener: Chaster Clute 
nasi PERT POE TE Frank Orth 
re Granville Bates 
Mr. Koeper....... Spencer Charters 
Pop Tree e TT TTT Clem Bevans 
Theatre Manager Sidney Bracy 


_‘Mr. Chump’ will serve as a re- 
lief for dualers featuring a meller 
or ‘smart’ fare on the upper shelf. 
Very light in texture, names and all 
else, it is Just that which will put 
it across with the mob who like their 
humor on a platter and not dressed 
up in any fancy garb. Has the 
homey ‘Hardy touch. but stresses 
the clown side of small town family 
group. A little fantastic—but fun! 
Warner Bros. have a good comedy 
bet in the affable and capable John- 
nie Davis, ex-trumpeter with Fred 
Waring’s band. A little less than fall 
guy. Davis frequently goes out of 
character histrionics to dish out some 
good scat singing plus a red hot horn. 
Lola Lane, Penny Singleton. as the 
heart interest, and Chester Clute, the 
Milquetoast hubby of Miss Lane, fur- 
nish goof support. Donald Briggs, 
semi-heavy, also fits well in light- 
weight, lighthear::d canvas. 


Davis plays small town boy who | 


never works, nreferring his horn and 
mythical millions he makes in the 
market’—on paper. Ushered out of 
Miss Singleton’s home where she 
lives with sister (Miss Lane) and 
Clute, he ties himself to a band 
where he delivers solidly with ‘As 
Long as You Live’ via horn and voice 
in local roadhouse. Gets in couple 
of other sessions while playing town 
ne’er-do-well also. 

Bank cashier Cl_te and his su- 
perior start using Davi.’ system with 
the bank’s coin and. run themselves 
] Davis saves them by 
buying the bank with the coin he 


|makes on the additional $50.000 they 


lifted to give him to plav with as a 
last resort. Examiners show up and 
exit as a trio playing in the jail 
band. ; 


Screwy ending lends finishing 
touch to an unbelievable, though 
jamusing fable. Peppy movement. 


situations and dialog are ably han- 
dled by all, though nearly all js 
transparent and anticipated. which 
is a boost for director and cast. 
Hurl. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood. Aug. 9. 
Monogram switched from ‘The 
Last Frontier’ to ‘Mexicali Kid,’ 





| 
| 
| 


‘The Phantom Trail’ changed to 


New title for Monogram’s ‘Circus 


According to|Comes to Town’ is ‘Under the Big 


Top.’ 
20th-Fox shifted from ‘Wooden 
Anchors’ to ‘Submarine Patrol.’ 
Latest tag for Columbia's ‘Wings 


comely chassis and enough dramatic ! of Doom’ is ‘Flight to Fame.’ 


and 


OT 
— 


A Desperate Adventure 


| Republic release of John H. Auer 
duction, Stars Ramon Novarro: fea;)'% 
| Marian Marsh, Margaret Tallicher lr 
Blore, Andrew Tombes, Tom Ruth e-; a 
| Directed by John H. Auer. Story qo’ 
| Kraly, M. Coates Webster; ad, ptat — 
| Barry Trivers; editor, Murray s; Pie “ad 
| camera, Jack Marta. Reviewe! in | fr 
tion Room, N. Y., Aug. 6, "36; Rune oe 
| time, 65 mins, Bi 
eo eee ee S046060 60884 Ramon Novar 
(Po On Sea A Si perenne Pe Mane 
Betty... .ceccccsccccccceee. Margaret Talli het 
ki eee PTTTTLY Ti Ter ere rr Blore 
RARE TUCO ch bs cceectoncs ee Andrew Ty mbeg 
eS rere ee - Tom Rutherford 
1 DOTMAY...cesess eoeccesecccee MAU e@ Cae 
OO RSP ee ocoe-MEno Verchen 
Maurric€.......eeseeceeeeosees M chia Kent 
eS Serre tenes eeereee eee Cliff Nazarro 
Prefect of Police........ eooses- Rolfe Sed 
cil SAeerrerrrrr ee ren fee ee . Gloria Ricks 
I eee Pere eee ere A i “ee 





‘Desperate Adventure,’ which isn't 
so desperate nor very exciting, js 
Ramon Novarro’s second for Re. 
public, his maiden effort having been 
‘Sheik Steps Out.” The former Metro 
star, whose singing voice has ap- 
parently been shelved by Republic 
is only fairly well equipped in his 
latest endeavor. Story is boilerplate 
but though wanting in dialog and 
plot treatment, it has a certain 
amount of charm, some novelty and 
considerable good comedy relief. 

In the ‘A’ group for Republic, it 
| will be able to pass muster singly in 
the lesser first runs, but generally 
| its fate will be the twin bills. 

Picture introduces Margaret Talli- 
| chet to the screen. She’s favored on 
a romantic switch toward the end 
|leaving Marian Marsh secondary, 
Miss Tallichet, a former typist, is 
claimed to have been brought for- 
ward by Carole Lombard and signed 
| by Selznick-International as Careen 
O’Hara in ‘Gone with the Wind.’ She 
icomes from Dallas and is an at- 
tractive, partly-subdued type, who 
screens well and has a pleasing 
though not forceful, personality. Her 
chances for roles like this one ap- 
pear good. Miss Tallichet stands out 
in rather bold relief in the Navarro 
starrer since Miss Marsh is no 
knockout in any direction, sometimes 
photographing poorly. The two girls 
play sisters, the one setting her cap 
for Novarro, the other, a tempera- 
mental snob, generally resisting his 
suit. Thus, for the finish, the switch 
on the romantic ledger. Star's per- 
formance even all the way. 

Novarro is cast as a temperamental 


|Parisian painter, who goes to un- 
|reasonable lengths to retrieve a 
painting, which, planted in an 


exhibit by well-wishing friends, has 
|brought him fame. It isn’t likely 
|that any painter, such as played by 
| Novarro, would find this unwelcome. 
|The painting represents his dream 


|girl and along comes Miss Marsh, 
| who’s it to every detail. A switch 
}in canvases involves the romance 
|}and, aboard a boat for America, 
forms the basis for most of the 
| action. love scenes and comedy 

| Strongest punch is delivered by 


;the laughs, Eric Blore and Andrew 
Tombes, who get them in rather 
generously. This element helps 
greatly in making ‘Adventure’ pass- 
ably entertaining. Both Blore and 
Tombes are excellent, but one 
sequence, a telephone conversation 
between Blore and a policeman, falls 
far short. 

Lessers in the cast, who are satis- 
factory, include Tom _ Rutherford, 
Maurice Cass, Erno Verebes, brought 
from Europe by Republic; Michael 
Kent and Cliff Nazarro. Verebes 
does not have sufficient opportunity 
to show actually what he has for 
pictures on this side, but he’s okay 
in what he does. Char. 


UNASHAMED 


(WITH SONG) 


Cine-Grand production and 








Di- 


release. 


| rected by Allen Stuart, Story, Capt. P. 
}C. Prescott-Richardson; screenplay, William 
| Lively; camera, Rosslynn J. Cowa; song, 
|} Richard B. Gump and Howard Sprague. 
Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Aug. 
| 0, "38. Running time, 70 mins. 

Se, eee Rae Kidd 
Robert Lawton....ccccccses: Robert Stanley 
| Barbara Pound.....ceceeese. Lucille Shearer 
|Emma........ 0006608ee86eee Emily Todd 
1 Dr. Malvin....e. isteebnsecs O08, W. Gite 
| Maizie Sette ees occccccccccces Frances Grey 
RTS 4434 ve ba cewenes éubeeees 2000. Carne 
| Woody McGillicuddy......... Himself 
Dad McGillicuddy............. Ross Lynn 


_ Like preceding nudies, whether of 
idealistic or sensational conception, 
‘Unashamed’ is uncommercial as fat 
as general market is concerned. 
| Passed by the National Board of Re- 
| view it can’t hope for similar re- 
| ception from local censors, blue- 
| noses and independently acting blue- 
| coats. However, it’s not badly done 
for an obviously inexpensive indie 
which tries to combine a ‘message’ 
with epidermis. 

Clothes-less celluloid presents 
couple of variances from the norm 
besides the burley tinge. Heroine 
kills herself for finale and producers 
cash in on ventriloquial vein with 8 
| de-nuded dummy and partner ‘(Ross 

Lynn) for mild comic relief. Latter 

| parades en dishabille rather than 
| fig-leafed. Interpolation of special 
song, ‘Back to Nature,’ with mildly 
amusing though somewhat ‘intellec- 
tual’ lyrics also lifts it above peek- 
a-boo category and demonstrates 
some production effort. 

Although acting throughout is of 
| low order, director’s assignment must 
not be underestimated. He had very 
little to work with. casting principals 


of ‘story’ as best he could. Joseph 
| W. Girard, vet character man. }§ 
'only standard performer in the 
group. Lead girls impress as race 
mixtures with unusual facial char- 
' (Continued on page 27) 
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Ifux of Second-Run Houses Slaps 


London Firsts f 


+ 





London, Aug. 2. 
Shortage of big pictures for tne 
West End is no longer the major 
headache of theatre owners. A much 
bigger one is the influx of second run 


houses. 

With the Tivoli having gone over 
to second runs, the West End now 
has seven such houses. These, at a 
conservative estimate, dent major 
houses to the tune of $70,000 each 
week. This, coupled with the early 
releases at some of the bigger thea- 
tres in London and the environs, nick 
the West End for over $250,000 
weekly. 

Customers, instead of rushing to 
the West End to see films for $2 top, 
wait a few weeks when they can see 
qa double feature for half that | 
amount. The position has become so 
acute that such major companies as 
Paramount and United Artists are 
seriously considering disposing of 
one house each, both companies hav- 
ing had two houses in the West End 
for several years. 

At the annual meeting of General 
Theatres Corp. last week, Mark Os- 
trer, chairman and managing direc- 
tor, deplored the fact that there were 
too many picture houses in the West 
End, and people were not coming 
from the suburbs, as heretofore. 








‘Dangerous’ 3d Par Pic 
Banned in Jamaica Due 


To Natives’ Labor Row 


‘Dangerous to Know’ is the third 
Paramount picture to be banned in 
Jamaica (British West Indies) dur- 
ing the last few weeks by govern- 
ment censors. Reason apparently is 
because of continued labor troubles 
in that country. The censors feared 
that connection with gangster theme 


| Months, 





might incite natives. 

‘Tip-Off Girls’ and ‘Wells Fargo’ 
also were barred, seemingly for the 
same reason. No _ specific excuse 
given by officials, however. 


CAFE CURFEW EASE 
URGED FOR QUEBEC 


Montreal, Aug. 9. 


Talk here and in Quebec of amend- 
ing the 2 p. m. night club curfew, 
following an avpeal to Premier Du- 
plessis from the chairman of the 
Montreal Metropolitan Commission, 
has evidently gone the way of all 
other similar repvesentztions of 
nitery reform in th2 province. 

While night clubs cannot be forced 
to close at 2 a. m. under the present 
law, the licenses granted night clubs 
are controlled by the Quebec Liquor 
Commission, and are issued with the 
understanding that night club own- 
ers will not violate the 2 o’clock 
regulation. QLC may cancel a club 
license at any time for any cause. 


Hulbert-Courtneidge 


Musical in November 
London, Aug. 9. 

Lee Ephraim’s musical, starring 

Jack Hulbert and Cicely Courtneidge, 

Opens at the Palace in November. 

Meantime, Metro’s ‘Marie Antoin- 

ette’ has pre-release there early next 
month. 

















London Calling Vorhaus — 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 


Bernard Vorhaus, ‘who finished 


‘10th Avenue Kid’ at Republic, has) 


been ordered to London by Paul 
Soskin to direct a picture under a 
contract made last year. 
Commitment calls for his appear- 
ance in England before Oct. 22. 


Metro’s Foreign Legalist 


Joseph Rosthal, 
Blinken & tYosthal. has joined Metro 
to handle legal work in the foreign 
department 


Rosthal relieves David Blum of the 
legal tasks he handled as secretary 
of the foreign department. Blum 
Continues nis other executive duties. 


or $2501000 Weekly 





Metro’s Foreign Drive 


Departing from its usual 


various foreign nations, excepting 
the continent. It is the first time that 
this has been done in years. 


Officials are credited with 


ing that Metro’s product this year 
offers a fine chance to plug pictures 
in the foreign territories. Each 
country will select individual dates 
for the intensive sales drives, such | 
being known as Arthur Loew 


in honor of Metro’s foreign 
department chief. 


Huge Ballet Unit 


Opens Promising 


Aussie Legit Year 


Sydney, July 22. 


Importation of the Covent Garden | 


Ballet, set for Oct. 1 in Melbourne, 
is the first legitimate show being 
lined up under the new Williamson- 
Tait alignment. Other shows will 


include ‘I Married an Angel’ and 
‘The Women.’ 
The ballet will be one of the! 


largest touring troupes in this sec- 
tion of the world. Victor Dandre is 
director. 

Currently, ‘Rose Marie’ is being 
revived by W-T in Melbourne. Ye- 
hudi Menuhin and Richard Crooks 
are set for another tour next year. 

Ernest Rolls is in the U. S. for 
bookings now while George Dean is 
due in America next month for the 
same purpose. 





New Sydney Films 


Sydney, July 22. 

Bunch of new films here to build 
up current b.o. slump. ‘Marco Polo’ 
(UA) expected to do okay. ‘Divorce 
of Lady X’ (UA) may find some suc- 
cess when word-mouth gets around, 
with same applying to ‘Everybody 
Sing’ (M-G). Nothing can stop 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) as it goes on 
and on. ‘Broken Melody’ (BEF) 
folds, with ‘Jezebel’ (WB) replacing. 
Latter regarded as hard to sell, but 
may take some femme biz. ‘Rose of 
Tralee’ (BEF) quits, with ‘I See Ice’ 
(BEF) coming in. ‘Test Pilot’ (M-G) 
is still zooming. Metro is also doing 
a repeat with ‘Yank at Oxford.’ 
‘Stolen Heaven’ (Par) not strong 
enough and folded in favor of ‘Her 
Jungle Love’ (Par). ‘45 Fathers’ 
(20th) bows in favor of ‘Kate Plus 
Ten’ (GBD). ‘Mr. Moto’s Gamble’ 
(20th), ‘Quick Money’ (RKO) and 
‘Love Is a Headache’ (M-G) did fair. 





Melbourne, July 22. 

Biz going ahead. Some nice at- 
tractions now in play should return 
managements satisfactory b.o. ‘Clois- 
tered’ (BEF) is pulling the curious. 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA) looks a click, 
and ‘Parnell’ (M-G) may catch the 
femmes. ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) is still 
okay and ‘Double Wedding’ (M-G) 
should have no trouble. 


method | 
of procedure, Metro this year will | 
inaugurate a series of sales drives in | 


believ- | 


Others on 


Cota to Sign For 


British Quota Supply 
London, Aug. 2. 
Columbia is about to sign on the 
dotted line for its supply of quota 
| pictures for first year under the new 
| Act. Product will be made by Alex- 
| ander Korda at Denham, but deal 
| has not quite jelled, though expected 
to do so most any day. 


| 
' 
| Films will be B type, though of 
| sufficient labor cost value to rank 
for two quota tickets apiece. This 


way Col hopes to get out on the year 
with only four pictures, which 
would, when reckoned double under 


two-for-one provisions of the Act, 
give adequate ftootage to offset 
| against its American program. 

Deal has been worked by Joe 


Friedman in conjunction with J. A. 
McConville, foreign chief, 
' in this territory. 


$3 700,000 PROFIT FOR 


recently 


ASSOCIATED BRITISH PIX 


| 

| London, July 29. 

| Associated British Picture Corp. 
report shows a net profit of over 
$3,700,000 for the year ending March 
31. After increasing the reserve fund 
by $400,000, a final dividend of 10% 
total of 20% 


| was voted, making a 


|} for the year, less tax 


company at Elstree the 


General Theatres Corp. 


made a profit of over 


ord reached the previous year. 


idend of 6% on the participating or- 
dinary shares, making 15% for 
12 months, same as last year. A 
substantial sum was also 
the general reserve. 





Glasgow Preem Aug. 27 


London, Aug. 2. 
Jack Waller-Bobby Howes mu- 
sical, adaptation from Walter Hack- 


cast comprisin,; Howes, Diana 
Churchill, Gertrude Niesen, Bertha 


Belmore, Wylie ~itson, David Burns 
and the Four Franks, who accepted 
this engagement in preference to the 
Folies Bergere, Paris, revue. 

Show, being produced by William 
Mollison, opens at the Alhambra, 


and one night, then comes to Lon- 
don, either at His Majesty’s or Adel- 
phi theatre, Sept. 25. 

Associated Theatre Properties, 
controlling both these houses, has 
invested in the musical with Waller. 


Burger to S. A. 


Sam Burger, 
partment executive, 
for South America on an 
inspection tour. He 
| Florida to Puerto Rico. 

He will be absent from N. Y. sev- 
eral months. 


‘Returns,’ Leadon, Folds 


London, Aug. 9. 
‘Happy Returns,’ C. B. Cochran’s 
| revue, closed Aug. 6, 
Producer frankly 
show was a failure. 








Metro foreign de- 
left last week 


| 








LACHMAN’S FRENCHIES 
Paris, Aug. 9. 
who has sailed 


Harry Lachman, 


the marquees include, ‘The Great | for New York, has signatured a term 
Garrick’ (WB), ‘Stoler, Heaven’ | producer - director contract with 
rt ‘ . : re é eae 
(Par), ‘Something to Sing About’ | Andre Daven. — 

| First French film will be made 


(Action) and ‘Stand-in’ (UA). 
Auckland, N. Z., July 22. 
Pictures in Auckland, 


‘Tom Saw- 
‘Marco 
(20th), 


‘Mad About (U) 
yer’ (UA), 


Polo’ (UA), 


Music’ 
‘Firefly’ (M-G), 
‘Old Chicago’ 
‘Hawaii Calls’ (RKO), ‘Big Broad- 
cast’ (Par), ‘Stage Door’ (RKO), 
‘London By Night’ (M-G), ‘Goldwyn 


| Follies’ (UA), ‘I See Ice’ (BEF). 


formerly of 


Levy Reps Otterson 
Paris, Aug. 1. 

Maxime Levy is representing John 
FE. Otterson here in scouting French 
films suitable for American import. 

Otterson, former Erpi and Para- 
mount president, has been back and 
forth of with an eye to bring- 
ing French pictures into the world 
market, out of New York. 


late 


Dunedin, | 
Wellington and Christchurch include | 


with Jean Gabin. 
Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 
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Twenty pictures were made by the 
past year, 
as against 16 in the previous year. | 
held its 
annual meeting July 28, with Mark |} 
Ostrer, chairman and managing di- 
rector, reporting the corporation had 
$1,600,000, 
which was within $40,000 of the rec- 
The 
directors recommended a final div- 


the 


added to 


For Waller-Howes Show 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Glasgow, Aug. 27, for three weeks | 


extended | 
is flying from | 


Aussie Joint Distrib Deal Assures 


Qutlet for Indie Firms in America 





Hutchinson’s §. A. Hop 


W. J. Hutchinson ieft on a tour of 


Central and South America and 
South Africa last veek which will 
finish his first complete swing 


around the globe. The 20th-Fox for- 
eign sales chief will make an 
ive study of the South African sit- 
uation there i 1new d 
tributing 
building by 
considered. 

Hutcl.inson only recently got back 
from Europe, where he 
ales confabs in England and France 
Previous to that he had been on a 
wing to Australian territory 

Dan Michalove, who will make a 
first-hand report to Sidney R. Kent 
on the Aussie situation, is set to sail 
from the Coast for Sydney on Aug. 
17. Probably will make recommen- 
dations regarding Hoyts circuit and 
future relations with the film com- 
| pany 


} te 
iInten- 


where 
office and where theatre 


the company is being 


attended 


3 Probe Industry 
For N.S. Wales In 


Sydney, July 22. 
New South Wales’ government 
probe into the picture business in 


findings by F. W. Marks, E. B. Hark- 
ness and T. Waites, who have been 
operating quietly on behalf of the 
Government. 

| Many independent exhibitors here 
| are dissatisfied with the manner in 
which U. S. distributors operating in 





124%2% 


right of rejection granted ex- 


ett’s play, ‘Wicked Earl,’ is to be/|hibs by the Government, and have 
titled ‘Bobby Gci Your Gun,’ with |} 


handed Government probers plenty 
of data. Pressure would be exerted 
to make the distributors live up to 
the law. 

There also are considerable argu- 


quota by certain home producers. 
Despite the law’s passage about six 
| months ago, the quota is no further 
advanced than when first placed into 
effect. U. S. distribs don’t intend to 
produce locally but will take pic- 
tures offered for distribution. Action 
by the Government still remains un- 
answered, 

Inside information is that Greater 
Union Theatres is pressing a petition 
to the Government on the alleged 
picture monopoly by Hoyts. Hoyts 
answers this by stating it’s entirely 
a commercial proposition. Whether 
the Government will force Hoyts to 
give up part of its enormous supply 
| of pictures is a vital point. Legally, 





| it’s doubtful if one trading organiza- 
| tion could be made to deliver to an 
| opposition company. 

Understood that Aussie exhibitors 
would like to see laws similar to 


| those in New Zealand operating here. | 


These call for the 25% right of re- 
jection, no block-booking and strict 
regulation of theatre construction. 


admitting his | In N.Z., the laws are kept “— 
00 | 


| Tokyo Bans ‘Angels’ 


strict governmental control. 
| elastic in this state, exhibitors claim. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


GABY MORLAY TO PLAY 


B’WAY BEFORE CANADA 

Prior to appearances in Canada, 
Gaby Morlay will head a Parisian 
{dramatic troupe, which will play a 


|limited engagement in New York in 
under J. A. Gauvin 
Canadian showman. A repertory of 


late autumn, 


Henry Bernstein and Sacha Guitry 
plays will be presented 
Following the 3roadway date, 


French outfit will play Boston 
real and Toronto 


London Okays Waller 


London, Aug. 9 


Newcomers to the Palladium (8), 
Fats Waller, Chester Frederick 
Gloria Lane and Lowe, Hite and 
Stanley, all clicked. 

Waller was forced to encore and 
make a speech before getting ff 
stage. 


+ 





Exhib-Distrib Row 


this state is expected to be based on | 
this area have been handling the | 


ments being brought up on the N.S.W. | 


leased 
| grossed heavily, it’s known that the 
| home 


Mont- 


Auckland, N. Z., July 22. 
Cooperative deal consummated here 
whereby New Zealand theatre, J. C 
Williamson Picture Corp., the Fullers 


and Fuller-Hayward interesis will 
serve as distributors here for Brit- 
ish <mpire Films holds interest fo1 
American independent comvpunier 
because it virtually a i thein oO 

itlet in New Zealand, as vvell 
is in Au ‘ 

Gordon Elli BEF il ! 
recently from Australia to cincn the 
transaction with Jack Mason, major 
exhibitor and. « tive i New 
Zealand film fiel Under terms, the 
Australian branch of BEF continue: 


buying for New Zealand, with prod- 
uct to be approved by the Mason cut- 
fit. Means that Republic, Monoz,ram 
and Grand National and other indies 
should encounter little trouble in 
finding a payable outlet here. This 
is, of course, in addition to the cov- 


erage already cured in Australia 
through BEF Also goes for the 
British on distribution 

Understood that another ‘oup in 
Aussie wa eage to deal { Re 


public, but a phone conversation 
from New Zealand to New York by 
| BEF clinched the deal for the latter. 
Republic cont before only 
| now it is assured a New Zealand out- 
jlet, plus additionally good coverage 
jin Australian territory. 

| BEF is the only major distributor 
itiving indie producers-distributors 
full coverage throughout Australasia. 
|Formerly interested only in British 
pictures but pact made some time 
| back with Republic and Monogram, 
| revealed good market not only over 
Greater Union circuit, but in neigh- 
borhood and subsequents as well. 
‘Capt. Harold Auten’s recent visit 
|here from N. Y. is regarded as one 
|reason why Republic continued its 
|ticup. BEF also handles Associated 
|\Talking Pictures, Cinesound and 
| other indies, and now indicated that 
|prospect of a profit for year is 
| bright. 

| Unusual angle is that distribution 
of BEF product will be handled here 
|by major exhibitor interests, among 
| the very few times this happened. 
Inside is that the deal was made to 
| give additional protection to both 
sides. New Zealand tieup makes ‘it 
easier for everybody connected with 
the deal. Actually, BEF is a unit in 
Greater Union group, and entire 
thing looks like smart move on part 
of Norman B. Rydge, chairman of 
GUT. 


mues as 


PAR LINES UP 14 FILMS 
FOR ITALY IN 1938-39 


Paramount thus far has lined up 
14 features which it will send to Italy 
during 1938-39, though later the 
total may be raised to 20. This was 
revealed in connection with the visit 
here of Americo Aboaf, manaver for 
Par in Italy. About 20 features 
were sent to Italy last season; in 
1936-37, 14. All must be dubbed, and 
besides various taxes and restric- 
tions, part of the coin must be frozen 
in that country for the time being. 
| Aboaf, while in New York, waxed 
enthusiastic about Italy’s native 
| production  proclivities. Clairmned 
|producing was not done with gov- 
lernment coin. 





Tokyo, July 22. 
Angel ’ was 
years ago 


Although 
here 


‘Hell's 


several 


re- 
ang 


ministry is considering 
ing it on the banned list, 
at this time. 


plac- 


if revived 


Understood that ‘Trench’ and an 
unnamed Grand National picture 
will meet the same fate. because of 


treatment of war theme 


Rea Signs Banks 


Aug. 9 
Alec Rea I Ban! 
i pern ‘ 
Ba } LO ilter 
he appea Ir. C 
for O'Brvye L, & D e 
BALANCE BACK TO INDIA 
Charles B e, Paramount's man- 
iver in I i for Europe to ay 
(Wednesday) on ! way back to his 
n ¢ 
He has been here about four wecks 
nferring with homeoffice officials 
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VARIETY _ PICTURES 


FILM BOOKING CHART 


and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents @ complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing 
Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 


INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
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WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE ential on inh, Oe Vanier 
RELEASE ee. Be eT — VARIETY 
———— 79 . rea hs hae -N Jestern Ken Maynard Harry Fraser 
9, 20, 38 aIx a ae M. a Mc =" ae ) hovea S. Laurel-O. Hardy John G. Blystone 72 5/11 
NUMBERED WOMEN E. B. Derr Mono Drama __S. Blane-L, Hughes Carl Brown 65 ; 
COCOANUT GROVE Geo, Arthur Par Musical F. MacMurray-H. Hilliard Al -antell 94 5/18 
BLIND ALIBI Cliff Reid RKO Meller R. Dix-W. Bourne Lew Landers 65 5/25 
RASCALS John Stone 20th Musical J. Withers-R. Hudson H.B.Humb’rstone 77 5/25 
THE DEVIL’S PARTY Ed Grainger U Drama bg McLaglen-B. Roberts Ray McC arey 62 525 
MYSTERY HOUSE Brvan Foy WB Drama H. Bogart-G. Page Lew Seiler 16 61 
on 9 a ’ ‘K Jack Cumn MGM Drama R. Montgomery-V. Bruce Geo. Seitz 83 5 25 
§/ 27/38 ‘HUNTED ‘MEN ‘Harel 1 Hurley Par Meller L. Nolan-M. Carlisle Louis King 65 5/18 
DESERT PATROL A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-W. Meldon Sam Newfield 
KIDNAPPED K. MacGowan 20th Rom-Dr W. Baxter-F. Bartholomew Al Werker 93 5/25 
CRIME SCHOOL 3ryan Foy wB Drama H. Bogart-Gale Page Lew Seiler 90 3/4 
6/3/38 THREE ON A WEEKEND GB GB Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-J. Lodge-B. Ray _Carol Reed 76 6 15 
THREE COMRADES H. Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr R. Taylor-Tone-M. Sullavan Frank Borzage 100 5/25 
A FAREWELL TO ARMS (R) F. Borzag Par Drama G. Cooper-H. Hayes F. Borzage 90 12/3/1932 
SIGN OF THE CROSS (R) C. B. deMille Par Drama F. March-Colbert-Lauchten C. B. deMille 124 12/6/1932 
SAINT IN NEW YORK Wm. Sistrom RKO Meller L. Hayward-K,. Sutton 3en Holmes 71 5/25 
JOSETTE Gene Markey 20th Musical S. Simon-D. Ameche-B. Lahr Allan Dwan 70 6/1 
WIVES UNDER SUSPICION Ec Grainger U Drama W. William-G. Patrick Jas. Whale 68 6 8 
LITTLE MISS THOROUGHBRED Bryan Foy WwB Com-Dr J. Chapman-J. Litel John Farrow 65 6/15 
6/10 38 HELD FOR RANSOM GN GN Meller G. Withers-B. Mehaffey-J. Mulhall Clarence Bricker 59 7/20 
’ THE TOY WIFE Merian C. Cooper MGM Drama L. Ra‘ner-M. Jouglas-R. Young Richard Thorpe 93 68 
YOU AND ML Fritz Lang Par Rom-Dr S. Sidney-G. Raft-H. Carey Fritz Lang 90 6/8 
KING KONG (R) M. C. Cooper RKO Spec F. Wray-B. Cabot-Cooper Schoedsack 96 3/7/1933 
RIDERS OF BLACK HILLS Wm. Berke Rep Western 3 Mesauiteers George Sherman 55 6/22 
LADIES IN DISTRESS Harry Grey Rep Meller A. Skipworth-P. Moran Gus Meins 66 6/15 
ONE WILD NIGHT John Stone 20th Meller J. Lang-L. Talbot-S, Toler Eugene Forde 63 §/11 
GOLDDIGGERS IN PARIS Sam Bischoff WwB Musical R. Vallee-R. Lane Ray Enright 100 9/25 
6 17, 38 HOLIDA. Everett Riskin Col Drama K. Hepburn-C. Grant George Cukor 93 5/18 
; CRIME OVER LONDON M GB Mystery M. Grahame-P. Cavanaugh Alf. Zeisler 84 11/11/36 
WOMAN AGAINST WOMAN Edw. Chodorov MGM Rom-Dr V. Bruce-H. Marshall R. Sinclair 60 6 (22 
PRISON FARM Par Par Meller S. Ross-L. Nolan-J. C. Naish Louis King 69 7/20 
BLONDE CHEAT Wm. Sistrom RKO Rom-Com J. Fontaine-D. de Marney Jos. Santley 
THREE BLIND MICE Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Dr L. Young-J. McCrea Wm. Seiter 75 68 
BLOCKADE Walter Wanger UA Drama H. Fonda-M. Carroll Wm. Dieterle 85 6/8 
OUTLAW EXPRESS Trem Carr U Western Bob Baker-C, Callego Geo, Waggner 56 7/20 
WHEN WERE YOU BORN Bryan Foy WwB Drama C. Rains-J. Cooper Wm. McGann 65 6/15 
6/24/38 HIGHWAY PATROL W. MacDonald Col Meller J. Wells-R. Paice *.C. Coleman. Jr. 56 8/10 
: : LORD JEFF Frank Davis MGM Rom-Dr F. Bartholomew-Sondergaard Sam Wood 78 6/22 
ROMANCE OF LIMBERLOST Mono Mono Rom-Dr J. Parker-E. Linden Wm. Nigh 80 7/20 
BAR 20 JUSTICE Harry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes Les Selander 70 
BORDER G-MAN Bert Gilroy RKO Western George O’Brien David Howard 61 7/20 
MR. MOTO TAKES CHANCE So’ Wurtzel 20th Mystery P. Lorre-%. Hudson Norman Foster 57 6/15 
YOUNG FUGITIVES Barney Sarecky U Meller D. Kent-R. Wilcox John Rollins 67 7/20 
WHITE BANNERS Henry Blanke WB Dr C. Rains-J, Cooper Ed. Goulding 90 5/25 
7/1/38 CITY STREETS W. MacDonald Col Meller Carrillo-E. Bellows-H. J. Eddy Al Rogel 68 7/27 
dice EVERGREEN (R) V. Saville GB Musical J. Matthews-B. Mackay Victor Saville R2 1/15/35 
HAVING WONDERFUL TIME P. S. Berman RKO Comedy G. Rogers-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Al Santell 70 6/15 
ARMY GIRL Sol Siegel Rep Rom-Dr M. Evans-P. Foster Arm’d Schaefer 90 7/20 
ALWAYS GOODBYE Ray Griffith 20th Rom-Dr B. Stanwyck-H. Marshali Sid Lanfield 45 6/29 
SOUTH RIDING Alex Korda UA Drama R. Richardson-E. Best Vie Saville 84 7/27 
DANGER ON THE AIR Irving Starr U Mystery D. Woods-A. Grey Otis Garrett 65 7/20 
RAGE OF PARIS B. G. DeSylva U Com-Rom D. Darrieux-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Henry Koster 80 6/15 
MEN ARE SUCH FOOLS David Lewis WB Rom-Com W. Morris-P. Lane Busby Berkeley 69 6/22 
7/8/38 FAST COMPANY F. Stephani MGM Rom-Com. M. Douglas-F. Rice Eddie Buzzel 15 6/29 
sli MAN’S COUNTRY Mono Mono Western Jack Randall Robert Hill 53 8/3 
CRIME RING Cliff Reid RKO Mystery A. Lane-F, Mercer Les Goodwins 70 7/27 
LITTLE WOMEN (R) K. MacGowan RKO Rom-Dr Hepburn-J. Bennett-F. Dee Geo. Cukor 117 11/21/33 
DURANGO VALLEY RAIDERS A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-L. Stanley Sam Newfield . 
PANAMINT’S BAD MAN Sol Lesser 20th Western S. Ballew-N. Beery Ray Taylor 60 8/10 
MY BILL Bryan Foy _WB____Drama K. Francis-J. Litel John Farrow 60 6/15 
” PIONEER TRAIL Col Col Western J. Luden-J. Barkle Jos ering 
- 15/38 SHOPWORN ANGEL J. L. Manckiewicz MGM Rom-Dr M. Sullavan.- J. Stewart “ Pag wien. 85 7/13 
PRIDE OF THE WEST Harry Sherman Par Western Bill Boyd Les Selander ; 
GOLD MINE IN SKY C. E. Ford Rep Western G. Autry-S. Burnette Joe Kane 60 7/6 
PASSPORT HUSBAND Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Dr P. Moore-S. Erwin Jas. Tinling 74 7/27 
PRISON BREAK Trem Carr U Meller G. Farrell-B. McLane Arthur Lubin 72 7/20 
ROFORMATORY Col Col Drama J. Holt-C. Wynter “ew D. Colli — 
7/22/88 LOVE FINDS ANDY HARDY Hal Roach MGM Com-Dr M. Rooney-J. Gatiant <—— Seitz 90 v 13 
TROPIC HOLIDAY A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Musical D. Lamour-Burns-Raye Theodore Reed 77 7/6 
BOO-LOO C. E. Elliott Par Adv-Dr C. Tapley-S. Asmara-A. Lane C. E. Elliott 60 8/3 
SKY GIANT Robert Sisk RKO Meller R. Dix-C. Morris-J. Fontaine Lew Landers 80 7/20 
VLL GIVE A MILLION K. MacGowan 20th Drama W. Baxter-M. Weaver Walter Lang 70 7/13 
ALGIERS Walter Wanger UA Rom-Mel C. Boyer-S. Gurie-H. Lamarr John Cromwell 95 6/28 
LITTLE TOUGH GUY Ken Goldsmith U Drama Dead End Kids Herold Youn 85 
PENROD’S DOUBLE TROUBLE Bryan Foy WB Com-Dr Mauch Twins Lew Ady sg 65 7/27 
/ SOUTH Or ARIZGNA Col Col Western C. Starrett-I, Meredith og Mtaas aia 
7/28/38 STRANGE BOARDERS Geo. B. Mason GB Mystery T. Walls-R. Saint Cyr Pallas - ml 
THE CHASER Frank David MGM Com-Dr _D. O’Keefe-A. Morris-L. Stone _—E.. L.. Marin . 8/10 
PROFESSOR BEWARE Harold Lloyd Par Comedy H. Lloyd-P. Welch Elliott Nugent 90 7/13 
HEROES OF THE HILLS Wm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquiteers Geo Page 55 8/3 
MOTHER CAREY’S CHICKENS P. S. Berman RKO Drama R. Keeler-A. Shirley Rowland V. Lee 82 7/27 
LITTLE MISS BROADWAY D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com S. Temple-G. Murphy-Durante Irving Cummings 70 7/6 
AMAZING DR. CLITTERHOUSE Anatole Litvak WB ___—sOCP rama E. G. Robinson-C, Trevor Anatole Litvale 87 6/22 
THE LADY VANISHES A. Hitchcock GB Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-P. Lukas A. Hitch . ——— 
/ 8/5/38 THE CROWD ROARS Sam Zimbalist MGM Rom-Dr R. Taylor-M. O'Sullivan Ng roa 87 33 
BAREFGOT BOY E. 3. Derr Mono Drama J. Moran-M. M. Jones-R. Morgan Karl eater 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND IN AFRICA Harold Hurley Par Mystery J. Howard-H. Angel-H. B. Warner Le is Ki ; 60 
COME ON, LEATHERNECKS Herman Schlom Rep Sports R. Cromwell-M. Hunt Jas. C a 
MAN FROM MUSIC MOUNTAIN Chas. E. Ford Rep Outdoor G. Autry-S. Burnette i Steen 
(4 I’M FROM THE CITY Wn Sistrom RKO Comedy J. Penner-L. Krue oe 7 
fi aio 4 ger Ben Holmes 71 8/10 
Het GATEWAY Samuel! G. Engel 20th Drama D. Ameche-A. Whelan-Ratoff Al Werker 73 8/10 
it LETTER OF INTRODUCTION John Stahl U Rom-Dr A. Leeds-A, Menjou-Bergen John Stahl 100 8/3 
Z _MR. CHUMP CéiBryan Foy) WB Com-Rom © Johnnie-Lola Lane Wm. Clemens 60 8/10 
THE GLADIATOR David L. Loew Col Comed J. E. Brown-J. Travi og rs oe 
6/12/88 RICH MAN, POOR GIRL Edw. Chodorov MGM Com-Dr ie. Yoonech. ieumer” . oe 
: : : §-h. Hussey R. Schunzel 
THE TEXANS Lucien Hubbard Par Outdoor J. Bennett-R. Scott Jas. Hogan 20 8/3 
PAINTE?D DESERT Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-L. Johnsen David Howard 5S i 
KEEP SMILING Sol Wurtzel 20th Com-Rom J. Witheis-G. Stuart Herbert I. Leed 65 
THE MISSING GUEST B. Sarecky U Mystery P. Kelly-C. Moore-Lundigan token teltes” 
A ee oe RACKET BUSTERS _ Sam Jischoff __WB ___ Meller H. Bogart-Gloria Dickson Lloyd Bacon 
; ; CONVICTED Col Col Meller ~ RR. Hayward-c. : ae | —— sone aasobena a 
saliaatiaes MARIE ANTOINETTE H. Stromberg MGM Drama N. Shearer-T. Power we vari 
—_ > . ea . . . S. Van Dyke 160 7/13 
GIVE ME A SAILOR Jeff Lazarus Par Comedy M. Raye-B. Hope-B. Grable Elliott Nugent ; 7/27 
SMASHING THE RACKETS B. P. Fineman RKO Meller C. Morris-F. Mercer prety patos son = 8/10 
A ROMANTIC ROGUE John H. Auer Rep Rom-Dr R. Novarro-M. Marsh John H "aes vag ; 
ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND H. J. Brown 20th Musical T. Power-A. Faye-Ameche ‘Henry King 6/1 
THAT CERTAIN AGE J. Pasternak U Musical D. Durbin-J. Cooper-I. Rich Saw. Lutwh 105 
BLOCK-HEADS Hal Roach MGM Comedy Laurel and Hardy Soha Gisciens 
9G 2! 1 AM THE LAW Everett Riskin Col Meller E. G. Robinson-W. Barri ; —_____—- — 
8 26 138 TOO HOT TO HANDLE L. Weingarten MGM Com-Dr juniartaa tae Goes : 
CIRCUS COMES TO TOWN Wm. T. Lackey Mono Rom-Dr A. Nagel-J, LaRue Karl wns 
SPAWN OF THE NORTH Al Lewin Par Outdoor G. Raft-H. Fonda-Lamour Henry Hathawe 
BREAKING THE ICE Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-C. Ruggles Edward Cline” 
TENTH AVENUE KID Harry Grey Rep Meller B. Cabot-B. Reberts Senet Waren 
SPEED TO BURN Jerry Hoffman 20th Sports M. Whalen-L. Bari Otto te 
THE YOUNG IN HEART D. O. Selznick UA Rom-Dr J. Gaynor-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Richard Wallace 
WOMEN COTRAGEOUS Ben Glazer WEB Com-Dr Priscilla-Rosemary-Lane Michael Curt 
BOY MEETS GIRL _ _ Sam Bischoff WB Comedy Cagney-O'Brien-M. Wilson "Lloyd Bacon 
c THE LADY OBJECTS Wm. Perlbers Col Com-Rom G. Stuart-L. Ross Erle C. Kenton — - _ 
9/2/38 BOY’S TOWN John Considine MG Drama S. Tracy-M. Reoney-Hull “N one 2 
STARLIGHT OVER TEXAS Ed Finney Mono Western Tex Ritter-C, LaRoux Al Herman 
SING, YOU SINNERS Wesley Ruggles Par Com-Rom B. Crosby-F, MacMurray Wesley Ruggles 
CAREFREE Pandro Berman RKO Musical F. Astaire-G. Rogers Mark Sandrich 
MY LUCKY STAR Harry J. Brown 20th Mus-Rom Henie-R. Greene-Romcro Roy Del Ruth 
MAN WITH 100 FACES A. Hitchcock GB Drama L. Palmer-T. Walls A. Hitchcock 
FOUR’S A CROWD David Lewis WB Com-Rom : 


R. Russell-E. Flynn 


Michael Curtiz 
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(Continued from page 2 





er, ‘Anna Christie, which did 
10,400. 
WOperators are generally of the 


opinion that the period from Aug. 
15 to Thanksgiving 1s the best of 
the whole year. September and Feb- 
ruary are usually the two best 
months of the year, coming close on 
performance but with September 
possibly having a slight edge ordi- 
narily. Product, of course, is al-| 
ways a factor. The month of Sep- 
tember is always strong because of | 
Labor Day, the Jewish holidays, re- 
turn of kids and grownups from 
camp, country, etc., while February | 
has the advantage of the Washing- 
ton and Lincoln birthday holidays. 
December doesn’t compare in spite 
of Xmas, because pre-shopping ahead 
is always bad, while January usual- 
ly suffers a marked letdown after 
New Year’s week. Thus, in taking 
stock, showmen are avidly awaiting 
for new product and the month of | 
September, with August hopes mean- | 
time high. 
Stabilization Hoped For 
Grosses started building substan- | 
tially during the late summer of 
1936, with a more marked upward | 
swing through all of 37, the drop 
coming in October. On the basis of | 
product, the spending program of | 
the Government and other factors, | 
operators are looking for a fall sea- | 
son that will more definitely sta- 
bilize business.’ Holdover possibili- 
ties of the new pictures are being 
studied in anticipation that there 
will be sufficient strength among 
leading releases to obviate the ne- 
cessity of ‘B’ fillers. 
In addition to pre-releases, such 
as Warners’ ‘Boy Meets Girl’ which 





goes on release the last of this 
month, and ‘Four’s a Crowd,’ set) 
for release tentatively Labor Day, | 


‘Racket Busters’ is being made avail- 
able next week. Although it is 
roadshowing ‘Marie Antoinette’ on 
the Coast and in New York, starting 
Aug. 16, Metro is placing this pic- 
ture on general release early, Aug. 
19, for all other parts of the country. 
It is also making ‘Too Hot to Handle’ | 
and ‘Boy’s Town’ (both ’'38-'39 pic- 
tures) available this month, followed 
in September by ‘Great Waltz,’ 
among others. 

Paramount is making ‘Spawn of | 
the North’ available last week this | 
month, followed by ‘Sing You Sin- 
ners, ‘If I were King’ and ‘Men 
With Wings,’ among others on which 
the buyer analysis is high. RKO is 
breaking through Labor Day week 
with ‘Carefree,’ new Astaire-Rogers 
musical, followed by ‘Room Service’ 
and ‘Affairs of Annabel,’ also dur- 
ing September. ‘Gunga Din,’ one of 
the biggest on the RKO program, 
comes shorely afterward. 

Starting '38-’°39 with a smash in 
‘Ragtime Band,’ which 20th-Fox is 
Ziving its customers starting Aug. 
19, company pushes through Labor 
Day with Sonja Henie’s next, ‘My 
Lucky Star,’ making it a probable | 
double-barreled leadoff at an early | 
date. ‘Hold That Co-Ed,’ ‘Submarine | 
Patrol’ and ‘Straight, Place and | 
Show’, latter with Ritz Bros., top this | 
start off in later weeks. ‘Suez’ and | 
Annabella’ will be made available | 
toward the end of October. | 

Already out with ‘Algiers,’ beat- | 
ing all others on the gun for '38-’39, 
United Artists this month (August) | 
Bives the field ‘Young in Heart’ and | 
There Goes My Heart,’ with ‘Made | 
For Each Other,’ ‘Drums’ and ‘The 
Lady and the Cowboy’ all set for 
September release. 
Universal's ‘Letter of Introduc- | 
tion, rated a smash for the new | 
Season by consensus of buyers, is. 
being made available this month, | 
while another from this studio on 
Which the theatres are depending, | 
will be ‘That Certain Age,’ Deanna 
oe starrer, set for release Sept. 

The biggest expected from Co- 
lumbia at an early date is ‘You Can't | 
Take It With You,’ which has been 
ne and is set for release Aug. 





Although Warners’ September re- 
lease dates are tentative, one of note. 
looked for from the company that 
month is ‘Valley of the Giants’ in 
Technicolor. ‘Garden of the Moon’ 
may be available Oct.:1. 





NARY A GAL 
: Hollywood, Aug 9. 
Dawn Patrol’ went before the, 


cameras last Saturday (6) at War- 
— with an all-male cast topped 
M. Errol Flynn, Basil Rathbone, | 
Deville Cooper, Barry Fitzgerald, 
avid Niven and Donald Crisp. 
Edmund Goulding is directing. 
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Hollywood, Aug. 9. | 

Currently 61 pictures slated for release during the 1938-39 season are | 
facing the cameras or in the cutting rooms awaiting preview. Total of 
38, a drop of six from the last two-week period, are shooting on Holly- 


wood lots as of Aug. 3, with 64 in cutting process. 
Still needed to complete current season commitments are 64, compare 
ing with 476 delivered against total of 581 promised. 





Columbia 


—_—_ —_ 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ........ = 40 31 2 5 2 4 
Westerns ........ 22 13 0 4 3 4 
David Loew... 2 2 0 0 0 1 
WOME  @eksavcvnd 64 46 4 9 5 9 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘PHANTOM GOLD,’ formerly titled ‘GOLD RUSH DAYS,’ produced by | 
Larry Darmour; directed by Joseph Levering; original screen play by Nate | 
Gatzert; photographed by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast’ Jack Luden, Beth 
Marion, Barry Downing, Charles Whittaker, Hal Taliaferro, Jack Ingram, 
— Palmer, Bus Barton, Art Davis, Marian Sais, Lafe McKee, Tuffy 
canine). 





‘SOUTH OF ARIZONA,’ formerly titled ‘SINGING GUNS,’ produced by 
Harry Decker for Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson; original 
screen play by Bennett Cohen: photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: 
Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Bob Nolan, Pat Brady, Dick Curtis, The 
Sons of the Pioneers, Eddie Cobb, Art Mix, John Tyrrell, Robert Fiske, 


‘PIONEER TRAIL,’ formerly titled ‘VALLEY OF VIOLENCE,’ produced 
by Larry Larmour; directed by Joseph Levering; original screen play by 
Nate Gatzert; photographed by James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Luden, 


| Joan Barclay, Dick Botillier, ‘Tuffy’ (canine), Slim Whittaker, Marin Sais, 


Hal Taliaferro, Leon Beaumon. 


‘YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU’ (for 1938-39 release), produced and 
directed by Frank Capra; original play by George S. Kaufman and Moss 
Hart; screen play by Robert Riskin; photographed by Joseph Walker. 
Cast: Jean Arthur, James Stewart, Lionel Barrymore, Edward Arnold, 


Mischa Auer, Spring Byington, Ann Miller, Dub Taylor, Clarence H. Wil- | 


son, Mary Forbes, Donald Meek, Samuel S. Hinds, Halliwell Hobbes, Eddie 
Anderson, Lillian Yarbo. 


‘THE LADY OBJECTS,’ formerly titled ‘LADY LAWYER,’ produced by 
William Perlberg; directed by Earl Kenton; screen play by Gladys Leh- 
man and Charles Kenyon; photographed by Alan Seigler. Cast: Lanny 
Ross, Gloria Stuart, Joan Marsh, Roy Benson, Robert Paige, Arthur Loft, 
Pierre Watkin, Robert Fiske. 


‘FLIGHT TO FAME,’ formerly titled ‘WINGS OF DOOM,’ produced by 


Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; | 


original screen play by Michael Simmons; photographed by Lucien Bal- 
lard. 


| photographed by Mack Stengler 


Cast: Jacqueline Wells, Charlies Farrell, Alexander Dorsey, Fred- | William Daniels. 


Guard, Dorothy Fay, Jack Ingram, Frank LaRue, Slim Whittaker, Ken 
Duncan. 

‘MURDER ON SUNSET BOULEVARD,’ George Hirliman production; 
produced by Sam Coslow; directed by Louis Gasnier; screen play by 
Arthur Hoerl and Paul Franklin, from original story by Harold Joyce; 
Cast: Sally Rand, Esther Muir, Vince 
Barnett, Katherine ‘Sugar’ Kane, Reed Hadley, Dennis Moore, Lona Andre, 
Henry King and his orchestra, George Douglas, Paul Sutton, Frank O’Con- 


nor, Harry Brodell. 
Metro 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Features ..cccccs e 48 38 5 4 4 7 
Mial Bonen. ...6.é0 3 2 0 1 0 4 
rr F 51 40 5 5 4 il 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘BLOCKHEADS,’ formerly titled ‘MEET THE MISSUS,’ produced by 
Hal Roach; associate producer, Hal Roach, Jr.; directed by John Blystone; 
| tentative writing credits, original story by Arnold Belgrad and Charles 
Rogers; screen play by Felix Adler, James Parrott and Harry Landon; 
photographed by Art Lloyd. Cast: Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy, Patricia 
Ellis, Billy Gilbert. 


| *fTo0 HOT TO HANDLE’ 


| (for 1938-39 season), produced by Lawrence 
Weingarten; directed by Jack Conway; original story by Lawrence Stall- 
ings; screen play by Stallings and Leonard Hammond; photographed by 
Hal Rosson. Cast: Clark Gable. Myrna Loy, Walter Pidgeon, Leo Carrillo, 


Walter Connolly, Marjorie Main, Betty Ress Clarke, Peter Lynn, Aileen 
Pringle, Patsy O’Connor, Virginia Weidler, Johnny Hines, Henry Kohler, 
Willie Fung, Lily Mui. 


‘THE GREAT WALTZ’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Bernard 
| Hyman; directed by Julien Duvivier; no writing credits released as yet; 
| photographed by Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Luise Rainer, Fernand Gravet, 
| Miliza Korjus, Hugh Herbert, Lionel Atwill. Minna Gombell, George 
| Houston, Herman Bing, Bert Roach, Christian Rub. 


‘RICH MAN, POOR GIRL,’ formerly titled IT’S NOW OR NEVER,’ 
produced by Edward Chodorov; directed by Reinhold Schunzel; no writing 
| credits released as yet; photographed by Ray June. Cast: Robert Young, 
| Ruth Hussey, Guy Kibbee, Lew Ayres, Lana Turner, Rita Johnson. 


‘THREE LOVES HAS NANCY, produced by Norman Krasna; directed 
by Richard Thorpe; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by 
Cast: Robert Montgomery, Janet Gaynor, Franchot 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


erick Burton, Eddie Earle, Addison Richards, Charles D. Brown, Hugh | Tone, Cora.Witherspoon, Reginald Owen, Claire Dodd, Guy Kibbee, Fay 
Sothern. | Holden. 


‘THE STRANGER FROM ARIZONA,’ formerly titled spite: aan | 


| TRAIL’ (tentative title), Coronet Pictures production for Columbia; asso- 


ciate producer, Monroe Shaff; directed by Elmer Clifton: original screen | 
play by Monroe Shaff; photographed by Eddie Linden. Cast: Buck Jones, | 
Dorothy Fay Southworth, Roy Barcroft, Bob Terry, Hank Worden, Hank 
Mann, Horace Murphy, Ralph Peters, Dot Farley, Joe Girard, Walter Mer- | 
rill, Lon Reibe. 


‘JUVENILE COURT?’ (for 1938-39 release), produced by Irving Briskin; | 
associate producer, Ralph Cohn; directed by D. Ross Lederman; original | 
story by Robert E. Kent and Henry Taylor; photographed by Benjamin 
Kline. Cast: Paul Kelly, Rita Hayworth, Frankie Darro, David Gorcey, | 
Hally Chester, Don La Tourre, Dick Selzer, Allan Ramsey, Johnny Tyrrell, 
Dick Curtis, Lee Shumway, Joe D. Stephani. 


‘I AM THE LAW,’ formerly titled ‘OUTSIDE THE LAW,’ produced by 
Everett Riskin; directed by Alexander Hall; original screen play by Jo 
Swerling; photographed by Henry Freulich. Cast: Edward G. Robinson, 
Wendy Barrie, Barbara O’Neil, John Beal, Arthur Loft, Douglas Woods, 
Charles Halton, Emery Parnell, Gene Morgan, Robert Middlemass, Byron 
Fougler, Anthony Hughes, Walter Smalley, Scott Colton, Gaylord Pendle- 
ton, Marshall Grant, Nick Lukats. 


Columbia Pix Now in Production 


‘GIRLS’ SCHOOL,’ formerly titled ‘FINISHING SCHOOL,’ produced by 
Sam Marx; directed by John Brahm; original and screen play by Tess 
Schlesinger; photographed by Franz Planer. Cast: Anne Shirley, Nan 
Grey, Ralph Bellamy, Margaret Tallichet, Doris Kenyon, Noah Beery, 
Jr., Cecil Cunningham, Franklin Pangborn, Marjorie Ford, Marjorie Dean, 
Marjorie Reynolds, Dorothy Moore, Joan Tree. 


‘NOT FOR GLORY’ (for 1938-39 release), produced by Larry Darmour; 
directed by Lewis D. Collins; original screen play by Gordon Rigby; photo- 
graphed by James Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Beverly Roberts, Noah 
Beery, Jr., John Qualen, Helen Jerome Eddy, Arthur Aylsworth, Charles 
Middleton, Barbara Pepper, Harry Woods, Vic Potel, Claire Du Brey. 


‘HOMICIDE BUREAU’ (for 1938-39 release); associate producer, Jack 
Fier; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; no writing credits released as yet; 
photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Rita Hayworth, 
Robert Paige, Marc Lawrence, Ed Fetherston, Richard Fiske, Jane Morgan. 


‘WEST OF SANTA FFE’ (for 1938-39 release); executive producer, Irving 
Briskin; directed by Sam Nelson; screen play by Bennett Cohen; photo- 
graphed by Allen Siegler. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, Sons of 
the Pioneers, Bob Nolan, Hank Bell, Buck Connor, Dick Curtis, Hal Talia- 
ferro, Eddie Cobb. 


Grand National 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 

Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tion | 

er . 43 18 0 2 24 5 
Westerns ..... ves 22 6 0 3 12 2 
BOE accaaesaue 65 24 0 5 36 v 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


Metro Pix Now in Production 


‘BOYS TOWN,’ produced by John Considine, Jr.; directed by Norman 
Taurog; original screen play by John Meehan; photographed by Sid Wag- 
ner. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Mickey Rooney, Andy and Jimmie Cane, Bob 
Watson, Frankie Thomas, Jackie Morrow, Henry Hull, Gene Reynolds, 
Sidney Miller, Jimmy Butler, Donald Barry. 


‘SWEETHEARTS’ (In Technicolor for 1938-39 season), produced by Hunt 
Stromberg; directed by W. S. Van Dyke; screen play by Alan Campbell 
and Dorothy Parker; photographed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: Jeanette Mac- 
Donald, Nelson Eddy, Mischa Auer, Frank Morgan, Ray Bolger, Herman 
Bing, Minna Gombel, Gene and Kathleen Lockhart, Raymond Walburn, 
Lucille Watson, Florence Rice, Reginald Gardiner, Allyn Joslyn, Fay 
Holden, Olin Howland, Terry Kilburn, Betty Jaynes, Douglas McPhail. 


‘STABLEMATES,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Sam Wood: no 
writing credits released as yet; photographed by John Seitz. Cast: Wallace 
Beery, Mickey Rooney, Arthur Hohl, Minor Watson, Cliff Nazarro. 


‘LISTEN, DARLING,’ produced by Jack Cummings; directed by Edward 
Marin; original story by Katharine Brush. Cast: Freddie Bartholomew, 
Judy Garland, Mary Astor, Walter Pidgeon, Scotty Beckett, Gene Lock- 
hart, Alan Hale, Barnett Parker. 


‘VACATION FROM LOVE,’ produced by John Considine; directed by 
George Fitzmaurice; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by 
George Flosey, Cast: Dennis O’Keefe, Florence Rice, Roger Converse, 
Kenneth Stevens, James Blain, Andrew Tombes, Arthur Loft, Frank More 
gan, 


Monogram 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories ia 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tiop 
oT errr 26 26 0 2 0 2 
WOESSETHS §ccsccese 18 15 0 1 0 2 
yo |) rer ee 42 41 0 3 0 4 


Pictures in the cutting room: 


‘BAREFOOT BOY’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by E. B. Derr; directed 
by Karl Brown; screen play by John T. Neville; photographed by Gilbert 
Warrenton. Cast: Jackie Moran, Marcia Mae Jones, Claire Windsor, Ralph 
Morgan, Marilyn Knowlden, Matty Fain, Frank Puglia, Edward Pawley, 
John Morris, Bradley Metcalfe, George Cleveland. 

‘UNDER THE BIG TOP,’ formerly titled ‘THE CIRCUS COMES TO 
TOWN’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by W. T. Lackey; directed by Karl 
Brown; original screen play by Marion Orth; photographed by Gilbert 
Warrenton. Cast: Anne Nagel, Marjorie Main, Jack La Rue, Herbert 
Rawlinson, Betty Compson, George Cleveland. 


‘MEXICALI KID,’ produced by Robert Tansey; directed by Wallace 
Fox; original screen play by Robert Emmett; photographed by Bert 
Longenecker. Cast: Jack Randall, Eleanore Stewart, Wesley Barry, Baron 
William von Brincken, Ed Cassidy, Bud Osborne, Ernie Adams, Glenn 
Strange, Lafe McKee. 


—— 





‘ROLLIN’ PLAINS,’ produced by Ed Finney; directed by Al Herman; 
original screen play by Edmund Kelso; photographed by Francis Corbey. 
Cast: Tex Ritter, Harriet Bennett, Snub Pollard, Hobart Bosworth, Ernie 
Adams, Charles King, Lynton Brent, Horace Murphy, Karl Hackett, Ed 
Cassidy. | 

‘THE UTAH TRAIL,’ produced by Edward Finney; directed by Al Her- 
man; screen play by Edmond Kelso, from original story by Lindsley Par- 
sons and Edmond Kelso: photographed by Francis Corbey. Cast: Tex 
Ritter, Horace Murphy. Snub Pollard, Adele Pearce, Karl] Hackett, Charles 
King, Edward Cassidy, David O’Brien, Dub Osborne, Lynton Brent, Rudy 
Sooter. 


‘SHADOWS OVER CHINA,’ Fine Arts production for Grand National 
release; produced and directed by Charles Lamont; original screen play by 
Joseph Hoffman; photographed by Arthur Martinelli. Cast: James Dunn, 
Linda Gray, Robert Barrat, Ralph Morgan, Edward Woods, Paul Sutton, 
Edward Mordant, Edward Keane, Billy Bevans, William Haade, Richard 
Loo, Victor Young. 


UNTITLED Fine Arts production for Grand National release; produced 


by Maurice Conn: directed by Sam Newfield; screen play by Frances 
Guihan: photographed by Jack Greenhalgh. Cast: George Houston, Beth 
Marion, Al St. John, Alden Chase, Dave O’Brien, Walter Bryon, Kit} 


Paramount 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Es oe ake’ wr 39 38 & 8 9 6 
Harry Sherman.... 7 7 0 2 0 0 
Emanuel Cohen... 3 3 0 0 0 9 
B. P. Schulberg... 3 x 0 0 6 )) 
ME, S63 ca % 57 56 x 19 0 4 
Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previe aré 
‘MEN WITH WINGS’ (in Technicolor. for 1938-39 se n). nroduced a 
directed by William Wellman; screen play by Robert Carson; pho 
graphed by W. Howard Creene. Cast: Fred MacMurray, Kay M i 
Louise Campbe’., Andy Devine, Edgar Kenne ly, Walter Abel, Porter Hal 
Gene Reynolds, Cheryl Walker, Billy Cook, Dorothy Tennant, Jar Burk 
Virginia Weidler, Harvey Stephens, Helen Dickson, | in West, Grace 
Goodall, Kitty Kelly, Lynne Overn Donald O'Connor, pilots—Pau 
(Continued o ise 19) 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Florence Rogge’s ; 
Symph, Hilda Eckler, Chauncey 
Morehouse, Glee Club, Rockettes, 
Beatrice Joyce, ‘The Starlings (2), 
The Hartmans (2); ‘Mother Carey’s 
Chickens’ (RKO), reviewed in 
VARIETY July 27. 


Ballet, M. H 


Leonidoffism at its best is manifest 
this week at the Music Hall. Stage 
show makes handsome and effective 
use of the big theatre’s production 
resources. In ‘Midnight Blues’ the 
merger of choreography and bizarre 
lighting creates a smacko climax to 
a totality that moves steadily for- 
ward with a happy absence of any 
of those stage waits that occasionally 


slows down the Hall’s pace to an 
amble. 

Florence Rogge’s ballet girls cavort 
in fantastic gyrations to occupy the 


curtain position usually accorded the 


iis w ll 


and ‘he other an acro. Nick Luce 
received at entrance and 
doubles applause as he sings a score 
of pop tunes to his own guitar ac- 
companiment. Fills about 17 min- 
utes with ‘Savs My Heart,’ ‘Little 
Lady Make Believe,’ ‘Tiptoe Threv 
the Tulips,’ ‘Martha,’ ‘Stardust’ and 
‘Side by Side.’ Has to beg off wit: 
parody on latter. 

Heavy applause winner is Ben Beri 
who mixes sly humor with his jug- 
gling of balls and Indian clubs. Has 
smooth presence and gags get pienty 
of laughs. Spotted next to closing 
to split up a bill top heavy in sins- 
ing. Carried in the billing, Maxine 
and Bobby were dropped after the 
first show to shorten running time 
and allow five shows daily, as Har- 
ris is shooting for house record, Biz 
socko at last show Friday (9). 
socl it last sh Kiley. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


customarily more flashy Rockettes 

Here the subdued group tosses ofi Al Cooper house orch, Three 
all flounces, airy-fairying, rolls,| Blyejackets, Slim & Slam, Dolores 
grimaces and leaps, and undulates! pyown. Joyce Breazelle, Mason-La 
like sO many seductresses in a satur- | Rye-Vigal Three  Chocolateers, 
nalia a Ja, DeMille, Hilda Eckler is | @por;, 18): ‘Ma Event’ (Col). 
the leading leaper on a shiny-bot- 

tomed circular platform, set down in oe ee ’ 1511, 
the pillared ruins of a Druid temple Slim and Slam (New Acts), — 
(if it isn’t Druid, sue us!). As they |as_ the originators of ‘Flat Foot 
get hot the artifices of the switch- | Floogee,’ which they wrote, are big 
board highlight multi-colored cos- draw for the new __ stage wing 
tuming and the whole squirming They are spotted additionally to 
mass of exhuberant femme fatales.|their initial appearances 1a the 
With the platform revolving and the show’s hit ensemble dance number, | 
theme building to a crescendo, the) which further enhances their 
net result is a smashing spectacle of chances. New bill, typical Harlem 


dynamic showmanship. To which the 
proper comment is: ‘bravo!’ 


how. also offers varied talent but 


yme are badly spotted. 


‘Tempo’ is the tag attached to the Better than average opening, with 
whole stage show. It begins with! western cowboy motif hung. on 
Chauncey Morehouse perched high! ehorus. Line includes six chorus 
above a giant timpani, taut as an! poys in addition to dark-skinned 
African tom-tom, and used for the gajs Most elaborate show starter 
weirdly emotional tingle that ac-|here jin weeks. Dolores Brown, 
centuated drum rhythm creates.' favorite here, sings two tunes then 
Radio has used the incessant Ca-j| pows off. Bluejackets, three snappy 
dences of the drum for excellent! male tapsters, indicate more polish 
dramatic results, as per John Car-| than when previously viewed. 


lile’s recent Columbia workshop ex- 


‘LOEW'S STATE, N. Y. 


| Nick Kenny, Jerry Cooper, Barto 
'& Mann, Frances Faye, Oxford 
Bovs (3). Robert Williams & Red 
Dust, Eunice Healy, Ruby Zwerling 
house orch; ‘Tropic Holiday’ (Par). 

This week it’s radio columnist 
Nick Kenny. Next week, just to, 


break up the routine, it will be Nils 


T. Graniund heading the show. The 
week following, it may be another | 
newsman. It’s getting so that near- 


ly anybody owning a portable type- 


writer and a police card is a con- 
didate for a Loew’s State m.c. job. 
| Kenny by this time is_ pretty] 
much of a stage vet as Ed Sullivan 
land Louis Sobol, but still no possi- 
| bility for a best-acting award. Here 
he confines himself te just brief in- 
troductions of each act, rest of the 
ltime parking himself at one of the 
tables in the nitery set Later, he| 
stands alongside Jerry Cooper ‘(New | 
Acts) as the latter delivers excerpts | 
from some of Kenny’s’ songs, in-| 
cluding ‘Love Letters in the Sand,’ 
‘There’s a Gold Mine in the Sky,’ 
etc Cooper doesn’t need vocal or 
physical support, but it’s at least 
siving Kenny something to do. | 
Rest of the show is’ audience- 
proof, though very heavy on the 


vocals. Starts slowly with Eunice 
Healy’s ballet, chief and only punch 
of which is the twirling, but socks 
in the second slot via the Oxford 
Boys (3) vocal acrobatics. Their 
forte is the imitation of w.k. bands’ 


;opening signatures, the adenoidal 
copy of trumpets and steel guitars 
being very strong. For the trump-| 
ets, the boys cup their hands over 
their mouths: for the steel-guitar 
effects, one pulls on his nose. Audi- 
ence wouldn't let ’em off and the 
trio encored at this catching with | 
‘Mickey Mouse’s Birthday Party,’ | 


which affords opportunity for well- 


done imitations of the Disney car-}| 
toon characters. Boys are young 
and clean-cut and are 


likely bets 
for top-class niteries. } 
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'traptions, okay, bu. on a little too | 


' long. 


Makes good spot, however, for | 
|; Bobby and Dotty Edwards, hoofers, | 


who utilize pair of tiny steps for) 


strong finish The 3 Chords 


give | 


vocal imitations of instrument com- | 


binations in .wing, and tie matters 


up tightly for a begoff. 


Discovery of the week, interpo- 
lated in current doings by mana- 


gerial request, is Pleasant Crump, 
dusky hoofer, with good comedy and 


selling ability. Audience goes for | 
his stuff, which earns a_ pleasing 


truckin’ encore. Monarchs of Mim- 
ierv, two lads in impression of radio 
and film stars, are fair, but stuff is 
a bit drawn out and dated by now. 
'Two-way takeoff of Crosby and 


| last week blossomed as a 


nl 


RKO 23D ST., N. Y. 


(NEW) 

Old Grand Opera House, which 
struggled with vaudeville long after 
other Manhattan vaude landmarks 
had abandoned their stage policy, 
Straight 


film house, under RKO control, 
It’s now called the RKO 23d St. 
borrowing the tag from another 
house which the circuit has since 


dropped. New hcuse is on 8th Ave- 
nue and 23d. About 75% of the old 
stage space has been eliminated to 
give more comfortable seating ca- 
pacity, precluding anything but lim- 


| ited personal appearances and bands. 


Cantor, a novel touch and a saving | 


srace. Six Collegiate Shag Dancers, | 
announced as winne of Madison | 


Square Garden contest, close in|} 


rousing style. 


Burm, | 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Vivian Fay, Rolf Holbein, Gae 


Foster Girls, Paul Ash house orch; | 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ (20th-| 
Fox), reviewed in Variety June l. |} 


Fanchon & Marco, plus 20th-Fox, 
which approves the budgets here, 
can be forgiven this week for the 
skimpy, 20-minute stage show that 
accompanies the extensive ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band.’ It carries 
only two acts, both individuals, 
Vivian Fay and_ Rolf Holbein, 
neither of whom is costly, plus 
the permanent Gae Foster line. 

The abbreviated presentation 
vides a terrific kick just in the Fos-| 
ter girls, who do a cavalcade of 
their outstanding dance routines. 
The idea is in line with the film, 
a cavalcade of Irving Berlin hit 
tunes, 

Not in a long time has there been 


pro-| 


such a big reception here as ac-| 
corded the Fosters Friday night | 


(15), when caught, in their difficult 








; *vpsy ensemble offers excuse for! Off New York’s 52d street Mont-/} but skilfully executed routine | 
periment. Morehouse is a super- jarel” conan “petite looker, to|martre, where she was a fave a|stunts on unicycles, bicycles, roller | 
oop! A yori wt pote Se click with speedy acrobatic dance.| couple of years ago, Frances Faye | skates, big balls, etc. Albeit one of | 
bind that oe typical of, and appro- | Miss Breazelle wins further plaud-/ fits into the third frame. Though | the girls had difficulty maintaining | 

> ¥ rhe Music Halli : its leading the pit collegiate shag] it’s more vocals on top of the Ox- | her balance and her position in the | 
Pree, SNe 2 “te ary ensemble to ‘Tutti-Frutti’ swinging | ford Boys, the hefty shouter fits the| routine, the closing number on the | 

His scene-setting leads naturally of Slim-Slam. Mason, La Rue and | jitterbug’s fancy and also is forced} balls brought tremendous applause. | 
into the Rockettes’ molten-hot Vigal really mop up with the old|into encores. She bangs the guts out| The Foster line has developed | 
Soe, eae apr * ao gh of| duel for senorita burley gag. |of the State’s grand for self-ac-|amazingly during the past few 

1 10 Se in S ex- | : . ani ring | years 
Seutian. Hampast tame "eaamaers | Slim and Slam (New Acts) 16 i be — ye rsa sin Lele ith Mise Fay. e 
of the girls carrying on while, for| With their playing and swingy| lenty a d . oe en ee ee Gn. + | 
all practical purposes each member warbling. Pair are smart enough to} P y. ancer, xreat 


performs what amounts, in difficulty 
and skill, to a solo, brings the first 


item of the show to a thundering | the 


smackeroo. Making the later as- 


signment of the ballet something to | encore, ic 
‘Tutti Frutti’ shag. 


consider! 
‘The Gauchos’ are the prevailing 


incarnation of Vin Lindhe’s stout-|as ‘jump rhythm’ band, feature an | 
hearted singing boys, who give no| energetically clever drummer-lead- | 
hint of the erratic pitch ascribed to; er, a 


them in ‘I Married An Angel.’ As 


they are manly and melodious. Bea- 
trice Joyce, a sweet-noted, high- 


and an excellent pianist. 
hardy plainsmen of the Argentine,| selections are about two too many | 
for 
break. 


set themselves in solidly with two| 


preliminary tunes before starting 
inevitable ‘Floogee.” Wild re-| 
sponse here to ‘Flogee’ forces | 


which builds into the trim | 


Al Cooper’s Savoy Sultans, billed | 


hard-working bass violinist | 
Their four | 
without a_ vocal | 
Specialties by different mu- 


presentation 


ranging soprano, swishes a Latin hip|sicians also seem dwarfed because 


at the gauchos and the whole thing | only | ¢ , 
ends with the tempo preserved, the | more finished routine for stage ap-| delivers a 
show advanced and a nice report! pearances. 


card, 


nine in band. Outfit needs | 


Three Chocolateers are surprising- | 


There’s additional singing from the ly smooth in a theatre auditorium, 
Starlings, two chiffoned ladies, who} considering their long nitery work. 


materialize demurely from the 


Rated 


originators of ‘Peckin,’ | 


drapes, and proceed for several mo-| stressed in act, three versatile col- 


ments to run up and down the vocal | ored boys 


tanges, always sure-toned and firm,| clown act on bill. 


have the most finished | 


Their comedy | 


dut keeping the audience fearful that | gyrations and acrobatics go big but) 
one time, just once, the larynx will| work at disadvantage in having to| 


falter, | 


But it never does. As a brief, | follow over-lengthy stage band ses- 


showmanly, novel performance in a| sion. 


difficult exercise, rendered doubly | 
inique by the blending of two voices. | 
the Starlings constitute good theatre. | 

A needed and a successful inter- | 
lude of slapstick is inserted by the | 
Hartmans, pixilated disciples of tra- | 
la-la with a kick in the pants. She’s | 
fluttering about when along comes a | 
handsome cabellero. She gives him | 
the eye. Then the heel. Finall- | 
a mauling. Old stuff with the Hart- 
mans, of course. What is trade-per- 
tinent is that the artistic assault and 
battery gets over so nicely in this 
big house. 

Equal parts of Wagner, Mascagni. | 
Donizetti and Bizet. stewed up into | 
the razz-ma-taz the public likes, | 
from the orchestra. Pit rolls home 
On a circus bandwagon with ‘Lucia 
di Lammermoor.’ Land. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Auda. 7. 
Phil Harris orch, Nick Lucas, Ben 
Beri, Sinclair Sisters, Ruth Robin: 
‘My Bill’ (WB). 





Rounded into the neatest 60-min- 
ute show to come to town for some 
time, Phil Harris presents a well- 
balanced assortment of acts and mu- 
sic. Harris is from nearby Linton 
and playing his first stage date here 
in 17 years. 

Band gets its chance to perform 
smoothly at open and close of bill. 
eading off with orchestral offering 
%f ‘Hindustan,’ followed by Ruth 
Robin, who does well by ‘You Go to 
My Head,’ ‘Music, Maestro, Please’ 
and ‘How’s About It?,’ last duoed 
with Harris. At close, orchestra of- 
fers a novelty tune built around tw 
old vets. playing ‘Yankee Doodle’ and 
‘Dixie’ in straight tempo, then work- 
ing up to swing. Harris sings ‘No- 
body,’ ‘That’s What I Like About the 
South’ and joins Miss Robin cn 
‘Thanks for a Lovely Evening.’ 

Sinclair Sisters do two rhythm tap 
numbers, the first a unison specialty 


| harmonize in swing style. 


Biz fair Friday night 


DENVER, DENVER 


(5). Wear. 


Denver, Aug. 7. 

Major Bowes unit, with Four Bros. 
of Swing, Mildred Mae, Albert Hall, 
Jacques Gokey, Pearl Robbins, Dave 
Barry, Six Philharmonics, Paul 
Winchell & Terry, Doris Meicshlan, 
Ben Steen, Top Hatters (2), Jean 
Rose; ‘I’d Give a Million,’ 

Jean Rose, who m.c.’s, is not only 
an eyeful, but keeps the show mov- 





ing swiftly with her happy manner | 


and pleasing smile. Leaving it to 
the acts to do the entertaining, all 


|she does is boss the roundup and 
, direct the orchestra. 


The Four Bros. of Swing, colored, 


| Mann, 
|to be stressing 
| gestiveness. 


For marquee pull, plus Kenny, the 
show holds baritone Cooper. Lat- 
ter is just off a year’s incumbency 
on the Hollywood Hotel air show 
and is pleasing enough vocally. 
Holding him back from the solid | 
stage click class, however, are his| 
extremely studied gestures while | 
singing, and an_ old-fashioned, | 
crudely done dramatic interlude | 
with a sweetheart over a telephone. | 
He should loosen up considerably 
on the stage, too, while he has the 
looks to go with his voice for ro- 
mantic interest. | 

Up ahead of Cooper, Miss Healy | 
ballet tap, none _ too 
strong except again for the twirls, 


and Red Dust, the double-jointed | 
personable Robert | 


dog, paced by 

illiams, give out 
laughs in the lavout. 
den, however, 


with the first 
Comedy bur- 
falls on Barto and 


Mann, who next-to-close Kenny’s 
sign-off speech. The _long-and- | 


short team are sticking to their old 
comedy-dancing routines, George 
in femme togs, but seems 
more on the sug- 
That may be the in- 
fluence of their nitery work, but, 


| Tegardless of the prolonged rough 


stuff, the State crowd gave them 
hefty laugh and ‘applause response 
| the first day. 

| Biz was only fair opening ‘day 
| (Thurs.). Temp. evidently had its 
|effect on the four showgirls the 
State hired for atmosphere effect in 
the nitery setting. They showed 
about as much animation as Stepin 
Fetchit. Scho. 


| HIPP, BALTO 


| Baltimore, Auq. 7. 

| Major Bowes Collegiate Revue 
| u.th Euddy Page, Eddie Davis, Hero 
| Taubler, Dianne Gunner, Eddie 
| Elder, Phylis Dare, Harvey Mearns, 
| Bobby & Dotty Edwards, The 3 


who was in ‘The 
Waltz,’ legit musical, and with the | 
Marxes in ‘Day at the Races’ (M-G). 
Setting provided for the opening | 
number is modern and rich, creat- | 
ing an attractive picture. Miss Fay 
does a toe rhumba that’s Sanee | 


Enough space has been alowed, how- 
ever, so that the stage could be al- 
tered for flesh shows. 

Interior of the old house has been 
completely done over, job taking 
close to six months. New RKO op- 
eration offers the last word in seat- 
ing equipment, auditorium lighting, 


which allows maximum light while 
pictures are on screen, and latest 
in RCA sound system. Grand lobby 
has been finished off so that it re- 
sembles Radio City Music Hall, 
though an a modified scale It 
has subdued carpeting modern- 
ized chandeliers and a giant mirror 
that extends to lobby’s ceiling. Old 


wide stairway of the Grand is main- 
tained though made more modern. 
Pastel shades are used in decora- 


| tions, with aquamarine, beige, green 


and buff coloring employed.  Fix- 
tures were supervised by Charles 
Horstman, of RKO central staff. He 
also was responsible for acoustics. 
Thomas Lamb designed the whole 
interior. 

Seating, representing an outlay of 
about $18,000, provides entirely up- 
holstered seats, with especially fancy 
ones in the extra-charge mezzanine, 
only place where smoking is permit- 


ted. Theatre now has no balcony, 
only the mezzanine. In this section 
latest downlights are employed in 


ceiling. 

Three new units provide air-con- 
ditioning although two generally are 
sufficient for hottest days. This sys- 
tem even extends to the projection 
booth. Plenieum chambers under 
seats in auditorium provide further 
ventilation. Theatre has 1,800 seats, 
400 in the mezzanine. Scale 20-55c. 

Jerome Baker, formerly at Proc- 
tor theatre, Mt. Vernon, N. Y., and 
Albee. Cincinnati. is house manager, 
with Fred Condon, assistant and 
treasurer. Wear, 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, Aug. 7. 


Tony Martin orch, Lola Jensen, 


topped by another number featur-| Line (16) Beau Lee, Homer Rhodes, 
ing pirouettes. She clicks. | Ben Dova, Florence Major with 

Holbein follows. He was at the; Pansy, the Horse, Sam Jack Kauf- 
French Casino, N. Y. nitery. last| ™an house orch; ‘Letter of Intro- 


summer with his mysterious black- | 
board, and gets over nicely here. | 
The novelty act, decidedly European | 
in flavor, is a little too long, run-| 
ning about 11 minutes. Holbein | 
seemingly paints objects on a 
blackboard, which comes to life, | 
with manner of achieving this 
through manipulation adroitly con- 
cealed. 


As a_ novelty, Ed Thorgersen, 
sports commentator for Fox-Movie- 
tone News, unseen, announces the 
opening of the stage show and Miss 
Fay on film. 

Business terrific opening day 
(Fri.), with house by 10 p.m. hav- 
ing sold tickets to 27.960 people, 
passing the one-day all-time high. 
27,661, established by ‘Cockeyed 
World’ in 1929. Char. 





STATE-LAKE, CHI 





Chicago, Aug. 7. 
Edmund Lowe, Billy Blake, Terry 
| Tracy, Duval, Radcliff & Rogers; 


| ‘Blind Alibi’ (RKO). 

| Here is a show that goes along at 
| a bang-up pace until the headliner | 
kills the pace. It’s a show that 
| breaks practically all the rules of 
variety booking, but nevertheless is 





sufficient entertainment for this 
audience, at least until Edmund! 


Lowe (New Acts) comes on. 
| __Lowe’s personal is the corny type. | 
He has a mangled collection of gags | 
built around the interview formula 


with guitars of assorted sizes, neatly | Chords, Pleasant Crump, Monarchs 22d while he’s personable enough, 


taps. Hefty Mildred Mae sings and 
dances to get over. 
human piccolo, and Jacques Gokey 
skillfully taps on a small pedestal 
two feet high to register. 

3en Steen, colored, puts plenty of 
melody into his baritone, which also 
ranges to deep bass. Gets over with 
‘Old Man River’ and ‘Lazy Bones.’ 
Pearl Robbins taps neatly on her 
toes. Dave Barry’ impersonates, 
leaving little to be desired. The Six 
Philharmonics make a lot of noise 
with their melody with the six har- 
monices of various sizes. Paul 


Winchell and his Terry do well on | 


a ventriloauist job. 

Doris Meicshlan, a chunky voung- 
nimbly rope-taps. The Top 
Haiters (2), roller skaters, have one 
stunt that gets over. While whirling 
femme holds onto male by clinching 
her feet around his waist. Both then 
light cigarets, she holding both 
cigaret and :aatch in mouth, and 
scraiching floor while 


ste 


ai latter on 
whirling. 
Crowd 


day (5). 


show Fri- 
Rose. 


good at last 


One also | 


Albert Hall is a | 


of Mimicry (2), Shaq Dancers 


(63 
‘Mother Carey's Chickens’ 


(RKO) 


| ‘Collegiate Revue’ is the best 
| Bowes unit here in moons. Running 
a full hour, it’s replete with youth, 
speed and fairish talent. Combo got 
off to sellout opening. 

Layout has house orchestra on 
stage, with Buddy Page batoning and 
m.c.’ing breezily throughout. Show 
is off rather s aggishly, with Eddie 
Davis in a mediocre hoof and Herb 
Taubler playing a harmonica, 
strumming a guitar and whacking a 
bull fiddle with his exposed toes all 
at the same time. Gets going, how- 
ever, with Dianne Gunner pleasing 
vocally with ‘I Double Dare You’ 
and ‘Joseph. Joseph.’ Eddie Elder, 
in a whistling bit, precedes Page. 
who gives out with strenuous piano 
thumping of ‘Body and Soul’ to good 
returns, 

Phylis Dare follows in her familiar 
acro on roller skates, a strong inter- 
{lude. Harvey Mearns, in the follow- 

ng slot, gives out with a musieal 
novelty on variety of vibrating con- 


hurts himself by a hopeless routine. | 
He shouldn't even attempt additional | 
dates until he has secured an act. 


From the empty seats at the last! 


show here Friday (5) it’s indicated 
| that Lowe is doubtful boxoffice. 
| After the line finishes its initial 
routine Billy Blake trumpets the 
theme songs of Busse, Tommy Dor- 
sey and McCoy. plus an impression 
of Armstrong. All hokev showman- 
ship, but nevertheless, it’s sold well 
to this family mob. 

Terry Tracy is a young singer who 


_ reminds of Judy Garland and Martha | 
She has extraordinarily pow-| 


Raye. 


| Of specialists who get 


erful pipes and can wallop through | 


on a song. Backed by good arrange- 
ments, she’s a cinch for nearly anv 
house. However, she's weaker on a 
straight pop. 

Standard is Duval, who never 
misses with his ‘rhapsody in silk.’ 
sleight of hand. Working exclusively 
with colored cloths, he has built a 
solid variety turn that’s playable 
anywhere. For the comedy Radcliff 
and Rogers. colored piano and sing- 
ing act, are strong winners. register- 
ing, too, with comedy crossfire. Gold. 


duction’ (U). 


Tony Martin’s initial venture into 
vaude is wowish on the boards as 
well as at the boxoffice. Balladist 
is giving the Fox wickets one of its 
biggest whirls, which is something 
in this hard-hit motor burg. 

To get ’em into the house and 
keep ‘em happy, Martin does so 
strictly on his merits. His warbling 
before the mike, particularly his 
song cavalcade, outranks radio ef- 
forts because of his strong person- 
ality. Ditto on his m.c.’ing and bat- 


| oning. 


Martin is carrying a 12-piece mu- 
sical aggregation, predominantly 
brass, and an eyeful songstress-ter- 
per, Lola Jensen. House has sur- 
rounded him with a nice assortment 
of acts and tossed in its 16-gal line 
for a couple of spiffy numbers. | 

Show runs through 45 snappy min- 
utes and is bothered only by slight 
drag by band on a few occasions. 
Which is easily remedied by nifty 
set and effects. 

Besides Miss Jensen, who capably 
sings ‘A-Tisket, A-Tasket, aided by 
the line, band also includes a couple 
over nicely; 
namely Beau Lee, who contribs zany 


tunes, and Homer Rhodes, on the 
steel guitar. ; 
Supporting menu comprises Ben 


Dova, rubber-legged comedian, with 
a riotous pantomime turn; Florence 
Major and ‘Pansy, the Horse,’ who 
continue to get over nicely despits 
several previous appearances here. 

Sam Jack Kaufman's pit crew 
overture ‘Castilian Capers,’ with 
house line contribing a colorful rou- 
tine. 

Biz beaucoup at early 


evening 
show Friday (5). 


Pete. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 7. 
Carlton Emmy’s Dogs, Joe & Jane 


McKenna, Charles Carlile, Jack 
Powell, Chester Hale Girls (24), 
Phil Lampkin house orch; ‘Gateway 


(20th). : 


Chester Girls (24), called the Tex- 
as Comets here, in sock precision 
numbers, with plenty of trick light- 
ing and effects, give house consid- 
erable flash this week. Rest of tal- 
ent is run through as straight vaude, 


with introductions from pit by house 
maestro Phil Lampkin. 

‘Orpheus’ overture starts show, 
curtains opening on Comets in smart 
phosphorescent glove routine. Carl- 
on Emmy takes over next with 
tableful of dogs in informal, sure- 


(Continued on page 26) 
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Campaigns Start in U. S. and Canada 
On ‘Pictures—Best Entertainment’ 





Harold B. Franklin was appointed 
pusiness manager of the ‘greatest en- 
tertainment’ campaign Monday (8) 
py George J. Schaefer, chairman of 
executive committee. He formerly 
was president of RKO Theatres. In 
his experience with Paramount, 
RKO and Fox West Coast theatres, 
he had executive charge of several 
‘greater picture’ seasons. Begins 
new job at once. 

Louis Berg, former publicity man- 
ager for Gaumont-British, and A. L. 
Selig, veteran picture advertising- 
publicity man, have been added to 
Paul Gulick’s staff in headquarters 
at 1540 Broadway, WN. X. 

Chicago, Aug. 9. 

While there may be plenty of in- 
ternal bickerings and squabbles in 
the industry, the motion picture 
business is showing a concerted front 
in the battle for increased patronage. 
This was demonstrated at the mect- 
ing held at the Stevens hotel here 
on Friday (5) when exhibitors of 
four states met under the chairman- 


ship of Ed Silverman of Essaness to | 


discuss plans for participation in the 
motion picture exploitation drive. 

Grad Sears of Warner Bros. was 
the leading speaker and he met with 
a response of whole-hearted coopera- 
tion from all groups of exhibitors, 
both independent and __ affiliated. 
Among the spontaneous expressions 
of full cooperation in the campaign 
were those made by Ascher Levy, 
Van Nomikos, Jules Rubens, Johnny 
Jones, Jack Kirsch, Morrie Leonard. 

Exhibitors from the four states of 
Tilinois, Indiana, Wisconsin and 
Michigan assembled at Silverman’s 
call and on the meeting floor pledged 
more than $10,000 towards the fund. 
While no special figure was set as a 
quota, it is generally established that 
the drive is seeking a contribution of 
10c. per seat from the theatres. 

Ed Silverman for Essaness con- 
tributed $3,000 for the circuit, Johnny 
Jones pledged $1,000 for Jones, Lin- 
ick & Schaefer, Mort Goldberg sig- 
natured for $500 for the G.CS. 
circuit. 





H’wood Understatement 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

‘500,000,000 People Can’t Be Wrong’ 
is the official name of the short to 
be exhibited in connection with the 
‘Motion Pictures Are Your Best En- 
tertainment’ campaign. Frank Whit- 
beck, selected as producer, is draft- 
ing an all-star cast of actors, writers 
and directors. 





Canada’s Putsch 
Ottawa, Aug. 9. 

Independent exhibs and chain 
Managers of the Ottawa district, 
numbering 25, gathered in the 
Chateau Laurier today for the second 
conference to be held in Canada to 
make arrangements for the film in- 
dustry’s grand drive opening Sept. 
1 with a quiz contest continuing un- 
til Oct. 31 and the special advertis- 
ing campaign remaining in effect un- 
til Dec. 31. 

Two special speakers representing 
the Canadian committee for the co- 
Operative campaign gave rousing 
Speeches, these being N. A. Taylor, 
President of the Motion Picture Sec- 
tion of the Toronto Board of Trade, 
and Gordon Lightstone, Ontario 
branch manager of Regal Films, 
Toronto. Taylor is the chairman of 
the Canadian drive and recently at- 
tended a conference of U. S. trade 


boosters in New York directed by 
G. J. Schaefer. 


Canadian indies are pledging 10c. | 


Per Seat toward the cost of the four 
months drive in the Dominion with 
ee Players-Canadian Corp., rep- 
ne the chain interests, con- 
film distributors are also tossing. sub- 


Ss ; ° ° 
tantial donations into the common 
fund, 





Suspicious Philly 
Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 

as been called here to- 
9 Open local campaign tn 
drive 9000-000 industry publicity 
Seetend, xhibs received invitations 
iowa ry signed by Lewen Pizor, 
On, nee Motion Picture Thea- 
rtshaicaggy and Ted Schlanger, zone 

ser of Warner circuit. 
Very little interest being shown 
4 a here in the drive, especial- 
* oo they have been informed 
°-y will be asked to contribute 


Meeting h 
morrow 


the, a seat to keep it going. Most of 
m look askance on the whole 


thing i 
Producers, 
to be used 


eCause it’s sponsored by the 
They think the money is 
for an advertising cam- 


ps 





ributing a larger amount. Canadian | 





No Radio Co-Op 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 
‘The film industry will spend 


$600,000 in daily newspapers. 
Movie industry will request 
radio stations to cooperate. 


WDAS will definitely not co- 
Operate except at card rates.’ 
P. J. Stanton. 

General Manager, WDAS, 


Philadelphia. 











| $6,500 





paign to head off Government in- 
vestigation, which most~-of them 
would like to see pushed to the limit. 





S. W. Gets Under Way 
Oklahoma City, Aug. 9. 

At a meeting of Oklahoma theatre 
exhibs at the Biltmore hotel last 
Thursday (4) the ‘Movies Are Your 
Best Entertainment’ exploitation 
movement pulled into full swing in 
the state with approximately $2,000 
pledged on the spot. Other exhibitors 
will be signed up by film salesmen 
battling for $200 in prizes donated 
by R. E. Griffith, exec of the Griffith 
Amus. Co. to the three salesmen 
bringing the greatest number of ex- 
hibs in on the plan. ' 

Meeting was called by Morris 
Loewenstein, president of the Okla- 
homa theatre owners association; 
L. C. Griffith, of Griffith Amus. and 
Ralph Talbot, operator of Tulsa’s 
four downtown first run houses. 

All of the state’s independent cir- 
cuits came into the plan along with 
most of the independent exhibitors 
who attended the meeting. R. FE. 
Griffith, who heads the Griffith in- 
terests in Texas, gave assurance that 
the state’s Griffith houses would also 
line up. 

Ralph Talbot pointed out to the 
gathering that ice companies, tire 
companies, coal dealers and auto 
dealers had all at one time or an- 
other cooperated in similar move- 
ments to help that particular branch 
of business at large, and that theatre 
men may expect the same good re- 
sults from a similar movement. He 
pointed out that during the recent 
‘used car week’ more than 200,000 
used cars were moved off the nation’s 
lots, 





Pommer’s Two Pics Not 


Yet Set, Defers Sailing 


Erich Pommer, English producer- 
distributor who had planned to sail 
home today (Wednesday), has de- 
layed his departure until Aug. 17. 
Partial reason for postponing sailing 
was that Pommer wanted to get defi- 
nitely set on the U. S. distribution of 
his two Charles Laughton features, 
‘Vessels of Wrath’ and ‘St. Martin’s 
Lane.’ 

Pommer presently is negotiating 
with United Artists and several other 
companies. 








‘Algiers’ Fancy L.A. Rental 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 

‘Algiers’ at the Four Star earned 
in rental for United Artists 
on its first four weeks, with the pos- 
sibility of $10,000 by the end of the 
sixth week of run. 

If latter figure reached it will top 
rentals of Fox-West Coast deluxers 
in recent months. 





Ken Maynard’s Central 


American Tour Being Set 
Martin Wagner of the William 
Morris office left New York Aug. 6 
for Havana. He will arrange for 


| tours of Cuba, Mexico, Jamaica, etc., 


i fo- 


Ken Maynard, film and circus 


! >} , 
cowboy, 


Wagner will also be on the hunt 
for new and novelt, acts for impor- 
tation to the U. S., or for booking in 
England, where there’s a great de- 
mand, 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Buck Jones cancelled out on Coro- 
net Pictures with two westerns to go 
through Columbia release and will 
start a six weeks’ p. a. tour in Sep- 
tember, arranged by Leo Morrison. 
Jones broke with Coronet, claiming 
the studio didn’t live up to its con- 
tract. 

Shooting was 
morrow (Wednesday) on 


the Rio Grande.’ 


to have started to- 
‘South of 


A Real Battle 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Heather Angel plays opposite 
John Howard in Paramount’s ‘Scot- 
land Yard vs. Bulldog Drummond,’ 
slated to start next Monday (15). 





Miss Angel played the femme 
lead in ‘Bulldog Drummond in 
Africa.’ 








BAYNES’ SETBACK 








PAS BEEFING 
_ ABOUT EXTRA 
CHORES 


Complaints are 
of earshot of 


being voiced out 


higher 


licists, advertising men, exploiteers, 
etc., are being forced to do on the 
campaign for ‘Motion Pictures’ 
Greatest Year,’ for which around 
$1,000,000 is being spent. 
cases, the men asked to throw in 
their time on the work are being 








| tract under which he was to handle 


| 


; executives | 190 pb 
against the extra work that pub-| ture grossed over $300,000. 


In many | 


| 


forced to do it on weekends or nights | 


in order to also take care of their | 


| regular duties. 
coordinator of the campaign and 
committees, has put on an assisting 
staff of a half dozen, plus secretaries, 
but many others in the various major 
companies are also being asked to 
jump in on heavy assignments. It’s 
causing plenty of squawks, especial- 
ly with $1,000,000 budgeted on the 
four months’ job. 

Donahue & Coe, which handles 
Metro and United Artists’ accounts, 
was favored as the agency on the 
advertising, but others for majors, 
under an understanding, are to par- 
ticipate. 


Loew's $1 Divvy Makes 
$3.50 Paid Out So Far 


Loew’s, Inc., lifted its dividend 
payment on the common as compared 
with the *wo previous quarters by 
voting $1 cash dividend on these 
shares last w-ek. Company had paid 
50c. both in June and March quar- 
ters, while the total paid in Necem- 
ber last was $1.50. 

New $1 divvy is payable Aug. 25 
to stock on record June 15. Makes 
total distribution on Loew’s common 
$3.50 for company’s fiscal year to 
date. Loew’s paid $8.50 for the pre- 
vious full fiscal year on the com- 
mon. Only one more dividend has 
yet to be acted on in the current 
fiscal year for company. 











TAX ON SLEEP 


Lee Tracy’s $161 Tap for Tips on 
Morpheus 








Washington, Aug. 9. 

Film temperamentals cannot write 
down their income taxes because 
they like to snooze in the morning. 
Late sleeping habits of Lee 
Tracy were not treated sympa- 
thetically by the Internal Revenue 
Bureau this week when it came to 
reviewing the actor’s income re- 
turn. Government insisted deduc- 





| the sheets extra late is illegal. Pay- 


So far Paul Gulick, | 


| goers 





| $30,000 Attachment Voided In Me- 
ridian Suit 





| 

| Warrant of attachment tying up 
| $30,000 in cash belonging to Meridian 
| Pictures Corp., now in possession of 
|Columbia Distributing Corp., and 
| which is claimed by George McLeod 
| Baynes, as his 10% bit on the in- 
| come in United States and Canada on 
| Meridian’s picture, ‘Thunder in the 
| City,’ was vacated by N. Y. Supreme 
|Court Justice Pecora Friday (5). 


| 
| 





Baynes is suing Meridian on a con- 


the distribution of the picture on a 


asis. Plaintiff claims the pic- | 





Pioneer Cliffhanger, 
Pearl White, Dies in 
Paris, at Age of 49 


Pearl White, who probably did 
more than any other one person to! 
popularize the serial or chapter- 
play type of picture, died in Paris 
Aug. 4, of a liver complaint which 
had sent her to the American hos- 
pital there three weeks previously. 
She had been in retirement since 
1923. 


She was born in Green Ridge, Mo., 
March 4, 1897, according to her 
father, which would put her age at 
41, but according to her own state- 
ment she was 49. She went with 
an ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ troupe when 
she was only six, playing Little Eva, 
and later joined a circus as a bare- 





back rider. Then she went into 
stock and in 1913 obtained an en- | 
gagement in the pictures. The fol- 


lowing year she _ startled picture- 
with her success in ‘The 
Perils of Pauline,’ a series of two- 
reel episodes in which, at the end 
of each part, she was left hanging 
from a cliff, tied in a burning build- 
ing or had just fallen from the deck 
of an ocean liner. The following 
week she was rescued from her 
perilous situation and went on to 
face new dangers. For a time she 
did the stunt work herself, but her 
producers, the (American) Pathe 
company, refused to permit her io 
endanger the continuance of the 
serial by assuming. such risks. 
Thereafter her chief double was an 
agile young woman known only as 
‘Patsy.’ In the more difficult stunts 
she was substituted for by male 
acrobats. So far as is recalled, only 
one of her doubles sustained serious 
injury; an acrobat who had his skull 
fractured while passing under the 
New York elevated structure. 


‘Pauline’ was an instantaneous hit, 
and probably the first to inspire a 
songwriter. Thus, ‘Poor Pauline,’ 
the first ‘theme’ song, enjoyed an 
enormous sale. 





‘Pauline’ was promptly followed 
by a host of similar plays in which 


| she and other women stars appeared, 


tion of $161 paid in tips to studio | 
employees to let him snuggle under | 
| and went to France. 


ments of this kind are ‘purely per- | 


| sonal,’ 
penses.’ 


not legitimate ‘business ex- 





Jayne Wants Refund 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 








Jayne Regan’s demand for the re- 
| turn of $367.50 by the Monter-Gray 
agency was denied reinstatement 
| by the State Labor Commission for 


lack of jurisdiction. Commission 
ruled that cases involving man- 


agerial pacts must be settled in the 
courts, 

Miss Regan asked the return of 
commissions and the cancellation of 
her contract on the grounds that 
Monter-Gray induced her to sign a 
deal by misrepresentation. 


No Hose Thiel, Sea Reo 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9 
Republic denies stealing Buck 
Jones’ horse’s name, Silver, in an 
answer to the cow boy actor’s 
$250,000 suit in Federal Court ove: 


the serial, ‘The Lone Ranger.’ 
Studio the steed’s name 

came from an air serial bi 

from Detroit several years ago 


claims 


yadcast 





Daughters’ are 
sonal 


York, 
Rosemary 


Lola Lane 


| 
but she easily held her lead and wns 
never headed until she tired of the | 
monotony of cliffhanging in 1923) 
For a time she | 
secluded herself in a French con- | 
vent for recuperation, but soon went | 
to Paris, where she made various | 
theatrical appearances, always with | 
success, She maintained a_ small | 
racing stable which was fairly suc- | 
cessful in France and England and | 
for a time operated a gaming casino | 
at Biarritz. She owned a town house 
in Paris and a chalet at Rambouillet. 
She managed her finances so we 
that she amassed a fortune estimated 
at $2,000,000, and did not 


have to 


worry about the future. 

She was twice married, first to 
Victor Sutherland and later to Major 
Wally McCutcheon, both of whom 
he divorced. 3urial was in Paris, 


WB Tours 4 ‘Daughters’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

quartet in Warners’ ‘Four 
slated for four per- 
this month 
inction with the pre-release 
of the picture. 
Priscilla Lane will p.a. in New 
Gale Page in Los Angele 
Lane in Philadelphia and 
in Des Moines 


Title 


appearances 
‘Ont 


nowing 


ener 





English-Dubbed French Talkers 
Loom as New Competish to H wood 





Beginning of new competition in 
English - speaking countries for 
American distributors is foreseen in 
New York as result of the recent in- 
flux of especially strong French pro- 
ductions that have been dubbed into 
English and shipped to England and 
elsewhere in the British Empire for 
showing. It is tough competition be- 
cause the features can be laid down 
in England cheaper than many first- 
run U.S. productions. These French- 
made (dubbed in English) pictures 
promise to make it particularly 
tough for so-called Class B features 
sent to Great Britain 

Where former American or Brit- 
ish stage or screen hits have been 
remade in French and then dubbed 
in this manner, the exhib in England 
rates the b.o. of these films above 
a reissue though obviously constitut- 
ing much of the same appeal. It is 
with such former old-time vehicles 
that best results have been obtained 
by French producers. 

Kecent example was the way a 
French company made a new version 
of ‘The Cheat,’ and then dubbed it 
into English for showing to British 
exhibitors. Rights to the film were 
purchased from Paramount, and ap- 
parently covered all dialog rights. 
Urderstood that tini, is to be the first 
of a series of Frenca pictures to be 
dubbed into English. 

Paramount first made ‘The Cheat’ 
w th Fanny Ward and tn2n produced 
another silent version with Pola 
Negri. Later it was made in‘to a 
talking picture with Tallulah Bank- 
head as star. 

Major companies may discourage 
the practice by watching in the fu- 
ture about selling rights to old ve- 
hicles. 


PAR DROPS DUALS AT 
RIVIERA, ST. PAUL 


Minneapolis, Aug. 9. 
The Paramount circuit has discon- 
tinued double-featuring in its down- 
town Riviera, St. Paul, and the dual 
bill policy now is being used in only 
one loop house in each of the Twin 


Cities, the Aster here and Tower, 
St. Paul. 
Northwest Allied States, inde- 


pendent exhibitors’ organization, has 
been trying to induce the Paramount 
chain to drop the dual bills in one 
of its two St. Paul twin feature 
houses, the same as was dee .?re, 
But John J. Friedl, Paramvunt gire 
cuit general manager, indicates that 
the move doesn’t represent a pulling 
in of horns in deference to Twin City 
independent exhibitors’ wishes. The 
reason why the double features were 
discontinued at the Riviera, he de- 
clares, is because the policy has 
been ‘a sad disappointment’ there, 
At the Aster here and Tower, St. 
Paul, however, results have been 
‘satisfactory,’ according to Friedl. 
Although double features are go- 
ing into their second month at the 


Princess, big local independent 
neighborhood nouse, the policy 
hasn’t spread yet and other inde- 


pendents, Northwest Allied mem- 
bers, insist they will not follow suit 
with twin bills. At the same time, 
the Princess is determined to con- 
tinue with the policy in the face of 
the ‘soreness’ that it has engendered 
among most of the other indies and 
despite the antagonism on some of 
the branch managers’ part, according 
to W. L. Hamilton, its owner, 





Par’s Televish Contract 


Paramount Pictures is the first 
major film company to go into im- 
portant television research for the 
future. 

Company signedacontract vester- 
day (Monday) with the Allen H 
DuMont laboratory for a term of 
year William Morris office agented 
the deal 


Prison Remake 
Hf lyvwood, Aug. 9 


piu yT h 
t / Tracy to a 
‘ VW’ | be ‘- 
by S i . ‘l, 20th-Fox 
é pro { f Hl. 
I Bres!l i J 1 Patrick 
ire working the story, which 
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So you think Fred and Ginger are good, eh?.. . WELL, 
YOU AIN’T SEEN NOTHIN’ YET! ... You haven’t seen 
dancing until you see the greatest dancers in the world 
in the greatest picture they ever made! .. . Never 
before such romantic flair, such abandoned fun, such 
excitement and interest and delightful plot in an 

pei Astaire-Rogers offering! .. . Never 
before such richness of production! 








. .». And the four Berlin songs are 
said to be the best he ever wrote!... 











NO WONDER SHOW- 
MEN HUNGRY FOR 
BIG ONES CAN 
HARDLY WAIT 


TILL SEPTEMBER! 
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Saami epee 
! ' 
P d e | yet; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Anna May Wong, Lloyd 
A vance ro uc ton art Nolan, Robert Cummings, Philip Ahn, Anthony Quinn. | ° 
“| ‘THANKS FOR THE MEMORY’ (for 1938-39 release): executive pro- AmericanA broad 
ducer, Harold Hurley; associate, Mel Shauer; directed by George Archain- | 
(Continued from page 15) baud; from play by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich; photographed | _--— —-— 


Mantz, Tex Rankin, Frank Clarke, Dick Rinaldi, Robbie Robinson, Frank | 
Tomick, Herb White, Jerry Phillips, Ace Brunguiner, Jerry Andrews, 
Howard Batt, Ray Crawford, Dick Randall, Bob Blair, Cubby Gordon, Jim 
Barwick, Walter Quinton, Stanley Hicks, Jonathan Hale, Joe Whitehead, 
Pat West, Frank Mills, Art Rowlands, Ralph McCullough, David Newell, 
Charles Hamilton, Eddie Dunn, Ronnie Rondell, Edward Earle, John T. 
Murray, Dell Henderson, Claire Du Brey, Willy Morris, Billy Bletcher, 
Syd Saylor, Lu Miller, Gary Owen, Bobby Tracey, James Burtis, Paul | 
Krueger, Al Hill, George Chandler, Lee Phelps. 


‘THE MYSTERIOUS RIDER’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Harry 
Sherman; directed by Leslie Selander; screen play by Maurice Gerhaghty 
from story by Zane Grey; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: Douglas 
Dumbrille, Sidney Toler, Weldon Heyburn, Charlotte Fields, Monte Blue, 
Bob Kortman, Mabel Colcord, Stanley Andrews, Robert Fiske, Glenn 
Strange, Leo McMahon, Ed Brady, Dick Alexancer, Earl Dwire, Jack | 
Rockwell, Ben Corbet, Charles Murphy. | 


‘TOUCHDOWN, ARMY’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by the Harold 
Hurley unit; directed by Kurt Neumann; original story and screen play by 
Lloyd Corrigan and Erwin Gelsey; photographed by Victor Milner. Cast: 
John Howard, Robert Cummings, Mary Carlisle, Owen Davis, Jr., Benny 
Baker, Minor Watson, Raymond Hatton, William Frawley, Hamilton Mc- 
Fadden, Grant Withers, Chester Clute, Sarah Edwards, Paul Everton, 
Charles A. Hughes, Lyle Morraine, Robert Norton, John Hart, William J. 
Moore, William Orr, Charles Stafford, Bob Fischer, Lambert Rogers, Louis 
Durst, Phillip Warren, Peter Potter, Gloria Williams, Ruth Rogers, Cheryl 
Walker, Marion Weldon. 


‘ARTISTS AND MODELS ABROAD’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by 
Arthur Hornblow; directed by Mitchell Leisen; screen play by Howard 
Lindsay, Russel Crouse and Ken Englund; original story by Howard Lind- 
say and Russel Crouse; based on idea by J. P. McEvoy; photographed by | 
Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Jack Benny, Joan Bennett, Mary Boland, Yacht Club 
Boys, Punkins Parker, Sheila Darcy, Yvonne Duval, Gwen Kenyon, Joyce 
Mathews, Dolores Casey, Marie DeForrest, Charles Grapewin, Joyce Comp- 
ton, G. P. Huntley, Fritz Feld, Jules Raucourt, Adrienne D’Ambricourt, 
Andre Cheron, Phyllis Kennedy, Louis Mercier, Louis Van den Ecker, 
Charles de Ravenne, Joseph Romantini, Georges Kerebel, Robert De 
Couedic, Gemaro Curci, Marie Burton, Paula De Cardo, Carol Parker, 
Linda Yale, Evelyn Keyes, Laurie Lane, Norah Gale, Helaine Moler, Jean | 
Perry, Constant Franke, Paul Cremonesi, Eugene Beday, George Davis, 
Paco Moreno, Jacques Vanaire, Eugene Borden, Fred Cavens, Manuel 
Paris, Alexander Melesh, Jean De Briac, Fred Malatesta, David Peter Mir, 
Georges de Gombert, Ferdinand Schumann-Heink, Kenneth 
Joseph de Beauvolers, Martial de Serrand. 


‘SF I WERE KING’ (for i938-39 season), produced by Frank Lloyd; 
directed by Frank Lloyd: based on a story by Justin Huntly McCarthy; 
photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Ronald Colman, Frances Dee, 
Basil Rathbone, Ellen Drew, Alma Lloyd, Colin Tapley, C. V. France, 
Stanley Ridges, William Haade, May Beatty, Adrian Morris, Francis Mc- 
Donald, Walter Kingsford, Henry Wilcoxon, Ralph Forbes, William Merrill 
McCormack, Russ Powell, Sidney Toler, John Miljan, Heather Thatcher, 
Winter Hall, James Aubrey, Stanley King, Alec Craig, Ethel Clayton, 





| Lamour, Tito Guizar, Jessie Ralph, Maxine Sullivan, William Frawley, 


| Robert De Grasse. 


Gibson, | 


by Karl Struss. Cast: Bob Hope, Shiriey Ross, Charlie Butterworth, Otto 
Kruger, Hedda Hopper, Roscoe Karns, Lavra Hope Crews, Elizabeth Pat- | 
terson, Patricia Wilder, Eddie Anderson, Jack Norton, Edward Gargan. 
‘ST. LOUIS BLUES’ (for 1933-39 release), produced by Jeff Lazarus; 
directed by Raoul Walsh; original story by Eleanore Griffin and William | 
Rankin; photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: George Raft, Dorothy | 


Punkins Parker, Jerome Cowan, Matty Malneck and His Boys. 


jonni | 
RKO-Radio | 





Now Balance to 











(Continued from page 1) 
doing for years at the Hollywood and 
Paradise, and on comes such con- 
trasting things as Joe Jackson with 
his standard tramp bike comedy, as 


| socko as ever, and a Viennese ballet. 


Latter, labeled the Danube Dancers, 
sponsored by Hedy Pfundmayr, is a 
somewhat shocking opposite to Jack- 
son's unashamed hokum. Carroll Gib- 
bons and his standard Hote] Savoy 


| Orpheans, with Geraldo’s tango or- 


Number Number Now in. Be Placed Stories in| chestra, dispense the dansapation. 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- Arthur Salisbury for lunch and 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion dinner 
Studio PECHE S'S 43 43 3 4 0 3 Lillie at Cafe de Paris 
Condor ate ee z 2 0 0 0 0 At the Cafe de Paris is Beatrice 
Sol Lesser. ....... 3 1 0 1 1 1 | Se ta ; m™ 
David Loew...... 2 2 rs 9 rn 0 | Lillie, who’s pac kin em in and who 
Walt Disney..... . 1 1 0 0 0 0 | does a little bullish biz on her own 
—_ ° —_ _ — - | in what the insiders call the BBC— 
ee 51 49 3 5 1 b | ‘Beatrice’s Bottle Club.’ 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘BREAKING THE ICE,’ produced by Sol Lesser; directed by Eddie Cline; 
screen play by Mary McCall, Jr., Manuel Seff and Bernard Schubert; origi- 
nal by Jack Grundy; photographed by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Bobby Breen, 


Sse 9 Costello, Charles Ruggles, Irene Dare, Dorothy Peterson, Robert 
| Barrat. 


‘MR. DOODLE KICKS OFF,’ produced by Robert Sisk; directed by 
Leslie Goodwins; screen play by Bert Granet for story by Mark Kelly; 
photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: Joe Penner, June Travis, Richard 
Lane, Billy Gilbert, Ben Alexander, Alan Bruce, William Davidson, George 
Irving, Pierre Watkins, Frank Thomas, Wesley Barry. 

‘CAREFREE,’ produced by Pandro Berman; directed by Mark Sand- 


| rich; screen play by Dudley Nichols and Hagar Wilde; photographed by 
Cast: Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Ralph Bellamy, | 
| Luella Gear, Jack Carson, Richard Lane, Kay Sutton, Jack Arnold, Jane 


Woodworth. 

‘ROOM SERVICE,’ produced by Pandro Berman; directed by Wliliam 
Seiter; screen play by Morrie Ryskind from stage play by John Murray 
and Allen Boretz; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Three Marx Brothers, 
Ann Miller, Lucille Ball, Frank Albertson, Cliff Dunstan, Donald McBride. 

‘FUGITIVE FOR A NIGHT,’ formerly titled ‘BIRTHDAY OF A 


by Dalton Trumbo; original story by William Wormser; photographed by 
Frank Redman. Cast: Frank Albertson, Eleanor Lynn, Adrienne Ames, 
Bradley Page, Allan Lane, Richard Lane. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 





Gloria Williams, Ann Evers, Jean Fenwicke, Norah Gale, Montagu Love, 
William Farnum, Lester Mathews, Brandon Hurst, Ian Maclaren, Paul 
Harvey, Lionel Belmore, Paula de Cardo, Jane Dewey, David Clyde, Clive 
Morgan, Guy Bellis, Claude King, Evan Thomas, Paul Newland, Marie 
Burton, Carol Parker, Ruth Rogers, Louise Seidel, Jane Simmons, Cheryl 
Walker, Dorothy White. 


‘PARIS HONEYMOON’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Harlan Thomp- 
son; directed by Frank Tuttle; screen play by Frank Butler and Don Hart- 
man; based on a story by Angela Sherwood; photographed by Karl Struss. 
Cast: Bing Crosby, Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff, Ben Blue, Edward 
Everett Horton, Shirley Ross, Rafaela Ottiano, Keith Kenneth, George 
Gay, Norah Gale, Laurie Lane, Louise Seidel, Paula de Cardo, Evelyn 
Keyes, Harriette Haddon, Maria Doray, Louise Seidel, Judy King, Janet 
Waldo, Cheryl Walker, Marion Weldon, Dorothy White. 


‘SONS OF THE LEGION’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by front office; 
directed by James Hogan; original and screen play by Lillie Hayward, 
Lewis Foster and Robert F. McGowan; photographed by Charles Schoen- 
baum. Cast: David O’Connor, Billy Lee, Billy Cook, Evelyn Keyes, Eliza- 
beth Patterson, Tim Holt, Lynne Overman, William Frawley, Richard 
Tucker, Johnnie Morris, George Billings, Wally Albright, Sammy McKim, 
Benny Bartlett, Edward Pawley, Lucille Ward, Arthur Singer, Walter 
Titley, Tom Dugan, David Holt, Charley Peck, Sonny Boy Williams, James | 
T. Mack, Carl Harbaugh, Ronnie Paige, Keith MacKenzie, 


‘CAMPUS CONFESSIONS’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by front | 
office; directed by George Archainbaud; original and screen play by Lloyd | 
Corrigan and Erwin Gelsey; photographed by Henry Sharpe. Cast: ‘Hank’ | 
Luisetti, Betty Grable, Eleanore Whitney, William Henry, John Arledge, | 
Fritz Feld, Roy Gordon, Thurston Hall, Richard Denning, Matty Kemp, 
Bill Carey, Billy Wilkerson, Pat West, Russell Wade, Jack Murphy, Howard 
Pine, Louis Tarleton, Madge Collins, Dick Clayton, Maxine Leslie, Pat | 
Wing, Alex Pollard, Neil Fitzgerald, Nora Gale, Lane Chandler, Sumner | 
Getchell, Dick Elliott, Mary Gordon, Mary Korman, Ruth Rogers, Chery] | 
Walker, Edgar Norton, Si Jenks, Gennaro Curci, John Hart, Edward Van | 
Sloan, Dick Winslow, Ray Brown, John Heistand. 


‘SUNSET TRAIL,’ formerly titled ‘SILVER TRAIL PATROL!’ (for 1938- 

season), produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; screen 
Play by Norman Houston, from story by Clarence E. Mulford; photo- 
graphed by Russel Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell 
Hayden, Charlotte Wynters. Jane Clayton, Robert Fiske, Catharine Shel- 
don, Maurice Cass, Anthony Nace, Kenneth Harlan, Alphonse Ethier, 
Glenn Strange, Jack Rockwell, Tom London, Claudia Smith. 


‘SPAWN OF THE NORTH,’ produced by Albert Lewin; directed by 
Henry Hathaway; screen play by Jules Furthman; adapted from Barrett 
Willoughby’s novel: photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: George Raft, 
Henry Fonda, replacing Georges Rigaud, John Barrymore, Akim Tamiroff, 

ynne Overman, Dorothy Lamour, Louise Platt, Fuzzy Knight, Vladimir 
Sokoloff, Duncan Renaldo, Richard Ung, Paul Newlan, Lee Shumway, | 
Stanley Andrews, Monte Blue, Irving Bacon. Galan Galt. Wade Boteler, | 
Guy Usher, Henry Brandon, Egon Brecher, Harvey Clark, Robert Middle- 
mass, Adia Kuznetzoff, Alex Woloshin, Arthur Aylsworth, Rollo Lloyd. 


Paramount Pix New in Production 


‘ZAZA’ (for 1938-39 season). produced by Albert Lewin; directed by 
George Cukor; screen play by Zoe Akins; from play by Pierre Berton and 
Charles Simon; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, 
Herbert Marshall, Bert Lahr, Helen Westley, Constance Collier, Genivieve 
Tobin, Rex O’Malley, Rex Evans, Walter Catlett, Robert C. Fischer, Ernest 
Cossart, John Sutton, Michael Brooke, Phillip Warren, Alexander Leftwich, 
Janet Waldo, Fredrika Brown, Dorothy Dayton, Harriett Haddon, Helaine 
Moler, Dorothy White, Duncan Renaldo, Hala Linda, Tom Ricketts. 


‘THE ARKANSAS TRAVELER’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by George 
Arthur; directed by Alfred Santell; no writing credits released as yet; 
Photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: Bob Burns, Fay Bainter, Jean Parker, 
John Beal, Lyle Talbot, Irvin S. Cobb, Dickie Moore, Ralph Remley, Hal- 
lene Hill, Walter Soderling, Bernard Suss, A. S. Byron. 


“KING OF ALCATRAZ’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by front office; 
directed by Robert Florey; original story and screen play by Irving Reis; 
photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Gail Patrick, Lloyd Nolan, J. 

arrol Naish, Robert Preston, Virginia Dabney, Nera Cecil, Harry Carey, 
Porter Hall, Richard Denning, Dorothy Howe, Anthony Quinn, John Hart, 
Philip Warren, Harry Worth, Tom Tyler, Gustav von Seyffertitz, Eddie 
Marr, Paul Fix, John Harmon, Jack Knoche, Dick Rich, Emory Parnell. 


‘ESCAPE FROM YESTERDAY’ (for 1933-39 season), produced by Jeff 
F Zarus: directed by Alfred E. Green: original story and screen play by 
erdinand Revher and John C. Moffitt: photographed by William Mellor. 
ven Akim Tamiroff, Frances Farmer, Leif Erikson. Lynne Overman, 
ladamir Sokoloff, Wade Crosby, Dewey Robinson, William Newell, John 
liefer, Alex Woloshin, James Flavin. 


‘ILLEGAL TRAFFIC’ (for 1938-39 release), general manager office pro- 








duction: directed by Louis King: no writing credits released as yet; photo- 
Sraphed by Henry Sharpe. Cast: J. Carroll Naish, Mary Carlisle, Robert 
Phen. Judith Barrett, Richard Stanley, Richard Denning, John Hart, 

ilip Warren, Dorothy Howe, Sheila Darcy, Dolores Casey. 

‘ * 

KING OF CHINATOWN’ (for 1938-39 release), general manager office 
»roduction; directed by Kurt Neumann: no writing credits released as 


‘GUNGA DIN,’ produced and directed by George Stevens; screen play 
by Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur; photographed by Joe August. Cast: 
Cary Grant, Victor McLaglen, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Joan Fontaine, Edu- 
ardo Ciannelli, Sam Jaffe. Montagu Love, Lumsden Hare. 

‘THE MAD MISS MANTON,’ produced by P. J. Wolfson; directed by 
Leigh Jason; screen play by Fred Finklehoffe from original story by Wil- 
son Collison. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Henry Fonda, Eleanor Hansen, 
Sam Levene. 

‘RANGER CODE,’ produced by Bert Gilroy; directed by David Howard; 
screen play by Oliver Drake from story by Bennett Cohen; photographed 
by Harry Wild. Cast: George O’Brien, Rita Hayworth, Ray Whitley, Tim 
Holt, Cecilia Callejo, William Royale, Charles Stevens, Neal Hart. 


Republic 


Now Balance to 


| 


STOOGE,’ produced by Lou Lusty; directed by Les Goodwins; screen play | 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in | 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promise: pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
MOE Ciiacwsdean si 52 40 0 5 7 24 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘COME ON, LEATHERNECKS,’ produced by Herman Schlom; directed 
by James Cruze; screen play by Sidney Salkow and Dorrell and Stuart 
McGowan from original by Salkow; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: 
Richard Cromwell, Marsha Hunt, Leon Ames, Edward Brophy, Bruce Mac- 
Farlane, Robert Warwick, Howard Hickman, Anthony Ward, Harry Strang, 
Alan Mathews. 


‘TENTH AVENUE KID,’ produced by Harry Grey; directed by Bernard 
Vorhaus; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by Ernest 


Miller. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Beverly Roberts, Horace MacMahon, Phillip 
MacMahon, Ben Welden. 


‘EVERYTHING HAPPENS TO US,’ produced by James Gleason; directed | 


by Gus Meins; screen play by Paul Gerard Smith and Jack Townley, from 
original by Richard English; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: James, 
Lucile and Russell Gleason, Paul Harvey, Harry Davenport, William Bake- 
well, Lynn Roberts, Wallis Clark, Sally Payne, Doreen McKay, Norma 
Leslie, Richard Tucker, Lawrence Wheat, Harry Stubbs, Douglas Evans. 

‘PALS OF THE SADDLE,’ produced by William Berke; directed by 
George Sherman; screen play by Betty Burbridge and Stanley Roberts; 
photographed by Reg Lanning. Cast: John Wayne, Ray Corrigan, Max 
Terhune, Doreen McKay, Yakima Canutt, Art Dillard, Edwin Gaffney. 

‘BILLY THE KID RETURNS,’ produced and directed by Joe Kane; no 
writing credits released as yet; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: Roy 
Rogers, Smiley Burnette, Lynn Roberts, Wade Butler, Morgan Wallace, 
Fred Kohler, Sr., Jack Kirk, Jim Corey, Art Dillard, George Latz, Frank 
Yrigoyen, N. E. Hendrix, Fred Burns, Betty Roadman, Dan White, Curley 
Hoag, Rooty Souter, Ascar Gahan, Bud McClure, 


20th Century-Fox 


Now Balance to 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
e of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised plicted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
StwGi® 2... costes 52 52 4 8 0 7 
BOE BOSC? . co cccses 5 5 0 0 0 0 
Total 57 57 4 % 0 7 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘STRAIGHT, PLACE AND SHOW’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by 
David Hempstead; directed by David Butler; from Damon Runyon’s story: 
photographed by Ernest Palmer. Cast: Ritz Brothers, Phyllis Brooks, Ethel 
Merman, Robert Allen, Sidney Blackmer, George Barbier. 


‘ALWAYS IN TROUBLE,’ formerly titled ‘DOWN TO EARTH’ (for | 
1938-39 season), produced by John Stone; directed by Joseph Santley; | 
original screen play by Marguerite Roberts; no photography assignment. 
Cast: Jane Withers, Robert Kellard, Jean Rogers, Eddie Collins, Nana 
Bryant, Joan Woodbury, Joseph Sawyer. 

‘MY LUCKY STAR’ (for 1938-39 season). produced by Harry Joe Brown: 
directed by Roy Del Ruth; screen play by Harry Tugend and Jack Yellen 
from original story by Karl Tunberg and Don Ettlinger; photographed by 
John Mescall Cast: Sonja Henie, Richard Greene, Cesar Romero, 
3uddy Ebsen, George Barbier, Barnett Parker, the Brewster Twins. tay- 


mond Scott and Quintet, Joan Davis, Patricia Wilder, Elisha Cook, Jr.. 
Arthur Treacher Charles Tannen, Kay Griffith, Robert Kellard, Robert 
Lowry, Cyril Ring, Cully Richards, skater Jack Kearney, Bob Christie 
Jimmy Sisk, Bob Ridgeway, James Caesar. Cliff Oddson, Jake Kelly. Ray 
Johnson Tommy Nelson, Larry Jackson, Victor Pullman, Irving Greeg 
Borman Pabst. 

‘SUEZ’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Gene Markey: directed b: 

(Continued nm page 91) 


| first 


These ‘bottle clubs’ are still a phe- 
nomenon to visiting Americans. More 
so now than before. When we had 
prohibition, we were surprised at a 
supposedly uncurbed country, such 
as Britain, also having a midnight 
liquor curfew. Now that America 
has forgotten all about Volsteadism, 
the shock of having your drinks 
whisked off your table right after 
midnight is the more surprising. 

3eatrice’s Bottle Club, thus, is 
really a gag play on BBC, and refers 
| to her private dressing room at the 
| Cafe de Paris, where her interna- 
| tional intimates visit her after hours 
| for a cuffo bottle of beer, etc. 

Big ‘Bottle Club’ Biz 

The ‘bottle clubs,’ themselves, 
notably the 400 Club and Paradise, 
do landoffice trade. They’re all mem- 
bership propositions. Their rosters 
are replete with notables, the inter- 
national set, and all sorts of titles. 
Your liquor is supposedly stored for 
you in your private locker. It’s a club 
with a stiff membership fee. The 
British government has sued time 
and again, and lost out right along. 
While a legal subterfuge to the dodge 
the curfew laws on liquor, the bottle 
clubs have been sustained as violat- 
ing no specific statute. 

Then there’s the London Casino 
with a crack Clifford C. Fischer re- 
vue that’s slated to come to America 
in the fall; the Embassy, with Bert 
Ambrose’s crack band, just closed; 
Jack Harris’ own nitery, Ciro’s which 
is another big money-maker, and 
where they’re still talking about 
Harry Richman’s sensational busi- 
ness. (Josephine Baker is the cur- 
rent incumbent.) 

Without extensively reviewing the 
London nitery scene, the major 
thought predominates that the nite 
life isn’t too versatile or plentiful, 
which may be one reason why it’s so 
costly. However, the general stand- 
ard of living seems in the fancy 
brackets. 


And in Paris 


Ta Paris, the Montmartre has new 
competition from the recently devel- 
oped Etoile sector, up around the 
Champs Elysees. It’s like fashion- 
able east side of New York compared 
with the 14th street belt, in geo- 
graphical distance. Thus, it’s enough 
of a distance to discourage taxiing 
from the Champs Elysees to Mont- 
martre. 

The usual class Russian gyperies 
are still around; also native racket 
spots, where anything from 200 to 
1,000 francs ($6 to $30) may be the 
| tap for a bottle of wine, which, man- 
ufactured in its native France, may 
cost around 20-50c. 

The main impression, of course, is 
that there’s more doing in native 
New York, Chicago, Pittsburgh, 
Phiily, Boston, Los Angeles, Frisco 
and kindred American keys than in 
such world capitals as London and 
Paris. The American dansapation is 
and foremost superior. Good 
dance music seemingly is inherently 








American. Maybe that’s why Bert 


| Ambrose, Roy Fox, Jack Harris and 
| Carroll Gibbons enjoy such vogue, 


Even Ray Noble now has a Canae 


| dian-American combo, or did when 


caught at the Palladium. At the Cafe 
de Paris is Billy Bissett, also Cana- 
dian, with Alice Mann vocalizing and 


| featured, 


Good Dance Orchs Missing 
No good dance bands anywhere in 
Paris. Benny Goodman scouted all 
the Montmartre hideaways looking 
for a real n The crack 
1 ofay at f 


sattew 
velty plane 
. ¢ Aes “rr T>..t.- 

ists, eolored anG °® ivViinai 


mim 
“~ = 


leu, above Le f sur le Toif 
(around the corn f n the Hotel 
George V in Paris), are imports from 
New York by H 1 Jacoby, whe 
alen y the R Pls Ea 
56th street, New York (Hie returns 
ON Y () a. 2. 
By d large, the impression holdg 
that its a better shake for your 
ca than abroad. That 
rroll " lality, 
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Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 19) | 


Allan Dwan; screen play by Julien Josephson and Phillip Dunne; original ; ment of the Rocky Mountain Screen 

Cast: Loretta Young, club has been set back to Aug. 25, 
Tyrone Power, Annabella, Henry Stephenson, Thomas Beck, Sidney Black- | with the spot still Eddie Ott’s place 
|and the Evergreen golf course at 
| Evergreen, Colo., 40 miles from Den- 
‘WHILE NEW YORK SLEEPS’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by | ver. 


by Sam Duncan; photographed by Peverell Marley. 


mer, J- Edward Bromberg, Joseph Schildkraut, Sig Rumann, Leon Ames, 
Rafaela Ottiano, Maurice Moscovich, Nigel Bruce. 


Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by H. Bruce Humberstone; no writing credits | game will be the principal sports, be- | 
Cast: Michael | sides other games. 


released as yet; photographed by Edward Cronjager. 
Whalen, Chick Chandler, Jean Rogers, Joan Woodbury, June Gale, Marc | 
Lawrence, William Demarest, 
Huber, Cliff Ciark. 


by Jerry Hoffman; directed by Otto Brower; original screen play by Rob- | 
ert Ellis and Helen Logan; photographed by Edward Snyder. Cast: Henry | 
Arthur, Joan Valerie, Henry Armetta, Thomas Beck, Inez Palange, Johnny 
Pirrone, Bill Robinson, Lon Chaney, Jr., Edward Marr, Murray Alper. 


Edward Gargan, Minor Watson, Harold | owners and 


; : | Mountain region has been changed 
‘ROAD DEMON,’ Second in Sports Series (for 1938-39 season), produced | to Aug. 24, to be in Denver, A. P. 


Archer, president, presiding. 





<= <a 





Rocky Mt. Exhibs’ Conv. 


Denver, Aug. 9. 








| 
| 
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| 10 Majors Called Unfair 





The annual picnic and golf tourna- 
(Continued from page 7) | 
tween said persons and said 20th- | 
'Fox Film Corp., for the reason that | 
‘any attempt on the part of said) 
baseball | 





Golf, National Labor Relations Board, or | 
any individual agency designated by 
it to interfere with, modify or other- 
wise affect the rights of said 20th- | 
Fox Film Corp. under said contracts, | 
or any of them, constitutes the tak- 
ing of the property of said 20th-Fox 
| Film Corp. without due process of 


bridge and a 


The convention of the Theatre 
Managers of the Rocky 





Andrea Leeds, Dorothea Kent, Frank Jenks, Granville Bates, Oscar O’Shea, 


‘FIVE OF A KIND’ (for 1938-39 season), associate producer, Kenneth George Offerman, Jr., Frank Scully, Eddie August, Isabel Jeans. 


Macgowan; directed by Herbert I. Leeds; no writing credits released as 
yet; photographed by Daniel B. Clark. Cast: Dionne Quintuplets, Jean 


‘THE COMET,’ produced by Max H. Golden; directed by Otis Garrett; 


‘ screen play by Betty Laidlaw and Robert Lively; photographed by Stanley 
Hersholt, Claire Trevor, Inez Courtney, Cesar Romero, Slim Summerville, | Cortez. 


Cast: William Gargan, Joy Hodges, Andy Devine, Ruth Donnelly, 


John Qualen, Henry Wilcoxon, John Russell, Jane Darwell, Joan Valerie. | Florence Roberts. 


‘JUST AROUND THE CORNER’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by 
David Hempstead; directed by Irving Cummings; screen play by J. P. 


McEvoy and Ethel Hill; original story by Kenneth Earle and Howard graphed by Gus Peterson. 


Smith; songs by Walter Bullock and Harold Spina; photographed by Arthur | 
Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Joan Davis, Bill Robinson, Charles Farrell, 
Bert Lahr, George Barbier, Franklin Pangborn, Bennie Bartlett, Amanda 
oe 20th-Fox Pix Now in Production 

‘HOLD THAT CO-ED’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by David Hemp- 
stead; directed by George Marshall; no writing credits released yet; no 
photography assignment. Cast: Marjorie Weaver, George Murphy, John 
Barrymore, Joan Davis, Jack Haley, Ruth Terry, Johnny Downs, Paul 
Hurst, Billy Benedict, Donald Meek, Paul McVey. 

‘SUBMARINE PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘WOODEN ANCHORS,’ for- | 
merly titled ‘SPLINTER FLEET’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Gene | 
Markey; directed by John Ford; no writing credits released as yet; photo- | 
graphed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Richard Greene, Nancy Kelly, George | 
Bancroft, Slim Summerville, Douglas Fowley, Joan Valerie, Preston Foster, | 
John Carradine, Warren Hymer, Elisha Cock, Jr.. Ward Bond, Maxie 
Rosenbloom, Harry Strang, Russ Clark, Charles Tannan, Dick Hogan. 


‘SHARPSHOOTERS’ (first Camera Daredevils series) (for 1938-39 sea- | 
son), produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by James Tinling; screen play | 
by Robert Ellis and Helen Logan; photographed by Barney McGill. Cast: 
Brian Donlevy, Wally Vernon, Lynn Bari, C. Henry Gordon, Douglas | 
Dumbrille, Sidney Blackmer. | 

‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY LIGHT’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by 
Edward Kaufman; directed by Gregory Ratoff; original by Gene Markey; ' 
photographed by Karl Freund. Cast: Warner Baxter, Alice Faye, Charles 
Winninger, Keye Luke, Arthur Treacher, Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid 
Snegoff. 





United Artists 


Now Balance to 
in Be Placed Stories in 
Cutting Before Prepara- 


Now 
Shoot- 


Number Number 
of Pix Com- 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 

Samuel Goldwyn... 6 6 1 0 0 3 
Alexander Korda.. 6 4 0 0 2 2 
Selznick ...... cee 5 3 0 1 1 4 
Walter Wanger.... 8 5 0 0 3 5 
Chaplin ...... er 1 0 o 0 1 1 
London Films....« 6 6 0 0 0 0 

. Pre ‘is 32 24 1 1 7 15 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘THE YOUNG IN HEART,’ produced by David O. Selznick; directed by 
Richard Wallace; screen play by Paul Osborne and Charles Bennett from 
novel by I.A.R. Wylie, ‘The Gay Banditti’; photographed by Leon Shamroy. 
Cast: Janet Gaynor, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Paulette Goddard, Roland 
Young, Billie Burke, Richard Carlson, Minnie Dupree, Margaret Early, 
Charles Halton, Lya Lys, Eily Malyon, Henry Stephenson, Tom Ricketts. 

‘THERE GOES MY HEART’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Hal 
Roach; associate producer, Milton H. Bren; directed by Norman McLeod; 
original screen play by Eddie Moran and Jack Jevne; photographed by 
Norbert Brodine. Cast: Fredric March, Virginia Bruce, Patsy Kelly, Alan 
Mowbray, Nancy Carroll, Claude Gillingwater, Arthur Lake, Adia Kuznit- 
zoff, Mary Field, Pat Gleason, Greta Grandstedt, Moroni Olsen, Kenneth 
Harlan, Eugene Pallette, Etienne Girardot, Irving Pichel, William Davidson. 


United Artists Pix Now in Production 
‘LADY AND THE COWBOY’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Samuel 
Goldwyn; directed by H. C. Potter; screen play by Sam Behrman from an 
original by Leo McCarey and Frank R. Adams; photographed by Gregg 
oland. Cast: Gary Cooper, Merle Oberon, David Niven, Thomas 
Mitchell, Walter Brennan, Patsy Kelly, Mabel Todd, Fuzzy Knight. 





Universal 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in | 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tion 
a ‘ 50 43 4 4 4 10 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘FLAMING FRONTIERS’ (serial) (for 1938-39 season), produced by 
Henry MacRae; directed by Ray Taylor and Alan James; screen play by | 
Wyndham Gittens, George H. Plymton, Basil Dickey and Paul Perez, from 
Peter B. Kyne’s ‘The Tie That Binds’; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: | 
Johnny Mack Brown, Eleanor Hansen, Charles Middleton, Eddy Waller, | 
James Blaine, Horace Murphy, Roy Barcroft, Ralph Bowman, John Ruther- | 
ford, Ed Cassidy, William Royle, Charles King, Karl Hackett, Charles | 
Stevens, Chief Thunder Cloud, Ralph Bowman, Michael Slade, Jim Farley, | 
Jim Corey, Pat O’Brien, Bob Woodward, George Plues, Jack Saunders, | 
Frank Straubringer. 

“RED BARRY’ (serial) (for 1938-39 season), produced by,Barney Sarecky; | 
directed by Ford Beebe and Alan James; screen play by Ford Beebe, | 
Norman Hall, Ray Trampe; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Larry | 
(Buster) Crabbe, Frances Robinson, Edna Sedgwick. 

“ROAD TO RENO’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by E. Grainger; 
directed by S. Sylvan Simon; screen play by Roy Chanslor and Adele 
Comandini, from novel by I. A. R. Wylie; photographed by George Robin- 
Son. Cast: Randolph Scott, Hope Hampton, Helen Broderick, Glenda Far- 
rel, Alan Marshall, David Oliver, Lita Chevret. 

“FRESHMAN YEAR’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by George Bilson; | 
directed by Frank McDonald; original story by F. Maury Grossman and 

omas Ahearn; screen play by Charles Grayson; photographed by Elwood 
Bredell. Cast: Dixie Dunbar, Ernest Truex, Raymond Parker, Constance | 
Moore, William Lundigan, Tommy Wonder, Stanley Honiss. | 


P Universal Pix Now in Production 
L THAT CERTAIN AGE, produced by Joe Pasternak; directed by Edward 
cuiwig: original story by F. Hugh Herbert; screen play by Bruce Manning, 
harles Brackett and Billy Wilder; photographed by Joe Valentine. 
ast: Deanna Durbin, Jackie Cooper, Irene Rich, John Holliday, Melvyn 
Ouglas, Jackie Searle, Juanita Quigley, Addison Richards. 


e ‘YOUTH TAKES A FLING?’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Joe Past- 
nak; directed by Archie Mayo; original by Phil Epstein; screen play by 
yles Connolly; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: Joel McCrea, 





UNTITLED Bob Baker western (for 1938-39 release), produced by Trem 


Carr; directed by George Waggner; screen play by Joseph West: photo- | 
b 5 4 pia) ; 


Cast: Bob Baker, Hal Taliaferro, Marjorie 
Reynolds, Forest Taylor, Glenn Strange, Jack Rockwell. 


Warners 


Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
ROGUE. 245:04450668 60 56 9 9 0 18 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS,’ formerly titled ‘WOMAN HABIT,’ for- 
merly titled ‘LOVELY LADY,’ produced by David Lewis: directed by Wil- 


| liam Keighley; original screen play by Rowland Leigh, Milton Krims and | 


Julius Epstein; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, George 
Brent, Ian Hunter, Gloria Dickson, Isabel Jeans, Dennie Moore, Gloria 


Blondell, Rosella Towne, John Ridgeley, Penny Singleton, Larry Williams, | 


Selmer Jackson, Herbert Rawlinson, Emmet Vogan, James B. Carson, 
Grace Hayle, Marion Aiden, Paulette Evans, Eddie Graham, Stuart Holmes, 
Jack Goodrich, Arthur Houseman, Jack Mower, Olaf Hytten, John Harron. 


‘RACKET BUSTERS,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Lloyd Ba- 


con; screen play by Warren Duff and Robert Rossen; original story by Rob- 
ert Rossen and Leonardo Bercovici; photographed by Arthur Edeson. 
Cast: George Brent, Gloria Dickson, Humphrey Bogart, Allen Jenkins, 
Oscar O’Shea, Robert Strange, Jack Mower, Cliff Saum, Vera Lewis, Penny 
Singleton, Walter Abel, Joseph Downing. 

‘THE SISTERS,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Anatole Litvak; 
no writing credits released yet for adaptation of novel by Myron Brinig; 
photographed by Tony Gaudio. Cast: Bette Davis, Anita Louise, Jane 
Bryan, Errol Flynn, Harry Travers, Beulah Bondi, Henry Davenport. 

‘DEVIL’S ISLAND,’ formerly titled ‘RETURN OF DR. X,’ produced by 
Bryan Foy; directed by William Clemens; no writing credits released as 
yet; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Boris Karloff, Leonard Mudie, 
Frank Reicher, James Stephens, Pedro De Cordoba, Nat Carr, Tom Wilson, 
Sidney Bracy, Stuart Holmes, Dino Corrado, John Harman. 

‘GIRLS ON PROBATION,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McGann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur; photographed by Arthur 
Todd. Cast: Jane Bryan, Sheila Bromley, Susan Hayward, Ronald Reagan, 
Anthony Averill, James Nolan, Larry Williams, Arthur Hoyt, Elizabeth 
Risdon, Esther Dale, Sig Rumann. 


‘HOT HEIRESS,’ formerly titled ‘HEAD OVER HEELS,’ produced by 
Sam Bischoff; directed by Ray Enright; no writing credits released yet; 
photographed by Charles*‘Rosher. Cast: Dick Powell, Olivia De Havilland, 
Allen Jenkins, Charles Winninger, Isable Jeans, Bonita Granville, Melville 
Cooper, Patric Knowles, Penny Singleton. 

‘VALLEY OF THE GIANTS’ (in Technicolor), produced by Lou Edel- 
man; directed by William Keighley; screen play by Seton I. Miller; from 
novel by Peter B. Kyne; photographed by Sol Polito; Allan Davey in charge 
of Technicolor. 
LaRue, John Litel, Frank McHugh, Donald Crisp, Russell Simpson, Dick 
Purcell, William Haade, Cy Kendall, Nat Carr, Wade Boteler, Helen Mac- 
Kellar, Sol Gross, Don Turner, Tom Wilson, Cliff Saum, William Pawley, 
Frederick Burton, Pierre Watkins, Herbert Rawlinson, Trevor Bardette, 
Paul Panzer, Jack Mower, George Chandler, Frank Darien, Don Barclay, 
Spencer Charters, Ben Hendricks. 


‘UNLAWFUL,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler: screen 
play by George Bricker; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, 
James Stephenson, Humphrey Bogart, John Eldredge, Jessie Busleigh, 
Harles Foy, Joe Develin, Jenny Singleton. 

‘BROADWAY MUSKETEERS,’ formerly titled ‘THREE GIRLS ON 
BROADWAY,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by John Farrell; no writer 
credits released as yet; photographed by William O'Connell. Cast: Marga- 
ret Lindsay, Marie Wilson, Ann Sheridan, Ian Hunter, Richard Bond, Janet 
Kay Chapman, Anthony Averill, Larry Williams, Nat Carr, Gordon Hart, 
Myra Marsh, Dudley Dickerson, William Gould, John Hiestand, Ralph San- 
ford, Wen Niles, Hal Craig. 


Warners Pix Now in Production 
‘BROTHER RAT,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by William Keigh- 
ley; screen play by Jerry Wald and Richard Macaulay from the play by 
John Monks, Jr., and Fred Finkelhoffe; photographed by Ernie Hallor. 
Cast: Wayne Morris, Priscilla Lane, Jane Wyman, Johnny ‘Scats’ Davis, 


Henry O’Neill, Ronald Reagan, Jessie Busley, Louise Beavers, William | 


Tracey, Edward Albert, Gordon Oliver. 


‘ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed 
by Michael Curtiz; original story by Roland Brown; photographed by Sol 
Polito. Cast: James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, Ann Sheridan, Humphrey Bo- 
gart, Billy Halop, Bobby Jordan, Leo Gorcey, Bernard Punsley, Gabriel 
Dell, Huntz Hall. 

‘WINGS OF THE NAVY,’ produced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd 
Bacon; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by Arthur Edeson. 
Cast: George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, John Payne, Frank McHugh, John 
Ridgeley, Henry O'Neill, John Litel, Regis Toomey, Donald Briggs, Max 
Hoffman, Jr., John Gallaudet. 

‘BLACKWELLS ISLAND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 


McGann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur and Dave Marcus; photo- | 


graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: John Garfield, Rosemary Lane, Morgan 


| Conway, Peggy Shannon, Dick Purcell, Lottie Williams, Stanley Fields, 
Jimmy | 


Charley Foy, Norman Willis, Granville Bates, Raymond Barley, 
O’Gatty. Wade Boteler, William Davidson, Walter Young. 

‘HEART OF THE NORTH’ (in Technicolor), produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by Lewis Seiler; screen play by Robert Rossen, Vincent Sherman 
and Lee Katz from novel by William Byron Mowery; photographed by 
L. William O’Connell. 
sui, Janet Chapman, Patric Knowles, Allen Jenkins, James Stephenson, 
Alec Harford, Russell Simpson, Gordon Hart, Pedro de Cordoba, Jack 
Mower, John Harron, Anthony Averill, J. Crawthers. 

‘CURTAIN CALL,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by John Farrow: 
screen play by Mark Hellinger from magazine story by Faith Baldwin; 
photographed by James Wong Howe. Cast: Kay Francis, Ian Hunter, 
Janet Chapman, Melville Cooper, Donald Crisp, John Litel, Ian Keith. 

‘TORCHY GETS HER MAN,’ formerly titled ‘TORCHY FINDS OUT,’ 
produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Beaudine; no writing credits 
released as yet; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Glenda Farrell, 
Barton MacLane, Tom Kennedy, Willard Robinson, George Gould. 

‘GOING PLACES,’ produced by Barney Glazer; directed by Rav En- 
right; no writing credits released as yet; photographed by Arthur Todd 


Cast: Dick Powell, Anita Louise, Allen Jenkins, Walter Catlett, Minna 
| Gombell, Thurston Hall, Hal Huber. 
‘DAWN PATROL,’ produced by Robert Lord: directed by 


Edmund 
Goulding: no writing credits released as yet. Cast: Errol Flynn. Melvill 
Cooper, Basil Rathbone, Rodin Rathbone, David Niven, Barry Fitzgerald 
James Stephenson, Michael Brooke, Stuart Hall, Norton Lowater. 


Cast: Wayne Morris, Claire Trevor, Charles Bickford, Jack 


Cast: Dick Foran, Margaret Lindsley, Gloria Dick- | 


law and in violation of the fifth 
amendment of the constitution of the 
United States. 

‘That the duties of motion picture 
director and assistant directors and 
unit managers are diverse and of 
such a different and distinct nature 
that no unit consisting of motion 
picture directors, together with as- 
sistant motion picture directors and 
unit managers, is an appropriate unit 
for collective bargaining, either 
within the meaning and intent of 
the National Labor Relations Act or 
otherwise.’ 

J. P. McGowan has been named 
executive secretary of the Screen 
Directors Guild to succeed Herrick 
Herrick, who resigned because of 
ill health, McGowan has been a 
director for 28 years. 

Early SP Fold Seen 

Resignation of James Kevin Me- 
| Guinness, founder-member of Screen 
Playwrights, Inc., with announce- 
ment that he intended to apply for 
membership in Screen Writers Guild, 
|is expected to lead to an early fold 
of SP. John Lee Mahin, SP prexy, 
|}and other tops have been trying to 
|hold the organization together, but 
many members are expected to fol- 
'low McGuinness 
| McGuinness sent the following let- 
| ter of resignation to Mahin: 

‘My Dear John: 

| ‘I resign herefrom Screen Play- 
| wrights, Ince. My resignation to 
take effect immediately. 

‘Thus, I am back with my own peo- 
ple—some of whom I cordially dis- 
| like, but I feel better for it. I hope 
| they do. 

‘In all sincerity, 

‘James Kevin McGuinness’ 
McGuinness explained that he had 
|talked the situation over with Dud- 
| ley Nichols, president of the SWG, 
| before the latter started east on vae 
cation, and that he had tried to bring 
ithe Playwrights around to his way 
of thinking but had been outvoted 
;On a proposal to join the SP in a 
body. He declared the members of 
both organizations are writers and 
that they should get together. 

McGuinness said he had promised 
to be with the Guild if they did cer- 
tain things and that these had been 
done. He said there was no need to 





keep ‘thumbing your nose’ at the 
situation, and that the two groups 


should merge into one. 

The SP has been swamped recent- 
ly with requests to arbitrate tilts be- 
tween writers over screen play 
credits. This confusion resulted 
| from refusal of the Academy of Mo- 
ition Picture Arts & Sciences to en- 
tertain complaints from writers and 
delay by the NLRB in certifying the 
SWG as bargaining representative. 

Settle Screen Credits 

Tiff between Virginia Van Upp and 
Jack Moffit over screen credit for 
Paramount's ‘You and Me’ was de- 
cided in favor of Van Upp. In an- 
other Paramount production, ‘Escape 
from Yesterday,’ committee decided 
that Moffit and Ferdinand were en- 
titled to joint credit for screen play 
and original story. 

SP committee also ruled that John 
Meehan and Dore Schary were en- 
titled to joint screen play credit for 
Metro’s ‘Boystown.’ 

More than 50 members of the SWG 
attended first session of Guild ex- 
ecutive PDoard thrown open to rank 
and_ file + =membership. Similar 
meetings will be held once each 
month. At these huddles members 
j}are permitted to submit recom- 
/mendations to the board, and if the 
|board deems them sufficiently im- 
portant they are placed on the 
'agenda for the next general mem- 
| bership meeting. If the recom- 
|mendations are turned down the 
{member still has the privilege of 
presenting them personally from the 
floor at the next general session. 

Maurice Rapf has been appointed 
|chairman of the Guild bulletin com- 
mittee. 

Financial report was read show- 
ing the Guild has repaid more than 
$2,000 to the Authors League of 
America. 

Artists Managers Expand 

Plans for expansion of Artists 

Managers Guild have been disclosed 





with announcement that five avene- 
cies have been invited to affiliate. 
Those to whom invitations have been 
sent are Music Corp. of America, Leo 
Morrison, Stanley Bergerman, Nat 
Goldstone and H. N. Swanson. Mike 
Levee prexy of the AMG, said pians 
for a constructive 1 lative pro- 
gram will b ( itata meeting 
to be called first of next month 

Local 47 of Musicians Union hag 
been ordered out of the Open Door, 
Vine street nitery. Management was 
reported 10 5 im arrears on pay- 
off, 
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Gov't Suit’s Effect on Stocks 





The Government’s anti-trust civ 


formally filed. 
last July 19, four actually were hi 
Bulk of picture issues sold down 
the suit was filed but later came 
have failed to maintain their old 
Biggest loss of 12 issues was sus 
655 points at 49%, this week 
$10,593,375 in the value of Loew c 


ciation of $6,457,500. Dip in both v 
theatres under the film company 


up nearly a point; Pathe, a gain 
ica, pfd., which rose 2° 
of $2,373,000. 


this as a market factor once the e 
vance and the usual fall pickup at 





reacted against amusement shares last month, and although the stocks 
have had about two weeks in which to recuperate, many still are 
selling below the price quoted before the suit was filed. Check this 
week reveals that 12 representative amiusement stocks had depre- 
ciated $24,464,500 in value since July 19, day before the action was 
While eight issues were selling below quoted price 


This 
loser was Paramount, which retreated 25, points to 104 or a depre- 
ment angle was stressed in the federal suit. 

Picture issues to show an advance were Consolidated Films, pfd., 


pfd., which climbed 3 points. Other issue was Radio Corp. of Amer- 
g points and showed an appreciation in value 


Though the Government action may hang over the amusement list 
for a short while longer, picture stocks probably will no longer count 


il action against major companies 


gher. 

sharply for two days or more after 
back, Since then, however, they 
vigor. 

tained by Loew’s which was down 
represents a depreciation of 
ymmon stock. Other next heaviest 


vas attributed to the large affiliated 
banner since the theatre divorce- 


of about the same, and Universal, 


ntire stock market resumes its ad- 
the box office sets in. 











| 


Mosquitoes May 
Dent Spread Of 


Drive-In Cinemas: 


This summer having brought out 


a bumper crop of mosquitoes due to | 


excessive rainfall, showmen report 


that the pests, plus a lot of hot} 


weather, has brought disappointing 
results for drive-in theatres and, in| 
the end, may discourage their | 
spread. The mosquitoes are the most 


discouraging factor for them, ac- 
cording to the observers, some of 


whom are in drive-in zones and 
claim people wili not stand for that, | 
plus warm weather, too long. 


On the other hand, the prior suc- | 
cess of the drive-ins, notably in New 
England, has led to fear that the| 
cheaply-operated parking lots (tfey 
amount to little more than _ that) 
might ultimately hurt regularly op- 
erated theatres, at the same time 
impairing the value of theatre real 
estate. 

One of the largest in the east, at 
Camden, N. J., threw in the sponge 
and its operators have moved to| 
Union, N. J., also mosquito terri- | 
tory, while at Valley Stream, L. I, 
the Chanin realty interests, who 
have a large development out there, 
are building a large drive-in for 
Boston interests to open Aug. 21. 

New York’s first drive-in opens to- 
night (Wed.) on a 12-acre site. It is 
located off the Sunrise highway, | 


NEW PETITION FOR N. Y. 
‘OK ON ‘BIRTH OF BABY’ | 


Albany, Aug. 9. 
The American Committee on Ma- 
ternal Welfare, Inc., and Sam Citron 
served a certiorari petition, prepared 
by former Supreme Court Justice 
Ellis Staley of Albany, on the State 
| Education Department in the ‘Birth 
| of a Baby’ case. The Department 
is required to answer charges that 
the Regents acted arbitrarily in 
classifying the film as ‘indecent.’ 
Answer is returnable Sept. 16 in 
Troy, N. Y. The case is expected 
| to eventually go to the Court of Ap- 
peals. 


Forcing Philly’s Film 
Row to Move, or Else 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 
Philly’s film rialto will either have 
to move or have its face lifted with- 
in the next few years. One of the 
subjects of the call for the special 
session of the legislature. now con- 
vened was widening Vine street for 


|approaches to the Delaware River 


| bridge. Practically all of the ex- 
changes and appliance houses are 


along the street. Columbia is right 
now in the process of moving into a 
| brand new building. 

| Exchanges, if forced to get out, 
| will probably take to the side streets 
‘hea Vine. 











|comprising Ed 


tor contract at Paramount when he 


Tuttle Ends Par Stay 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Frank Tuttle terminated his direc- 


brought in ‘Paris Honeymoon,’ star- 
ring Bing Crosby. 
Director is taking a vacation in 





Colorado before supervising the cut- « 


ting job. 


ESSANESS TAKE 
OVER WOODS, | 
CH, SEPT. 4 





Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Final details on the takeover of 
the Woods building and theatre by 
the Essaness circuit were completed 
on Friday (5). Essaness group, 
Silverman, Emil 


| Stern and Sidney Spiegel. take over | 


the 10-story loop building imme-| 
diately. They purchase the build- 
ing and rent the ground on a 99-| 


year lease from the Marshall Field | 


Newspaper Squawks Frightening 





Exhibs Into Dropping Screen Ads 





Jaffe’s S.O.S. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 
Night Sam Jaffe opened as 
Shylock in Penn State College 
production of ‘Merchant of 
Venice,’ cast of RKO flicker, 





‘Gunga Din,’ in which he plays 
title role, wired him as follows 
from Hollywood ‘Settle for 
18c and hurry back. We need 
you.’ 

Lot of comment created by 
Jaffe’s interpretation of Shy- 
lock in new version stazed by 
Benno Schneider. Star made | 
him a younger person and 
humanized the character con- 
siderably. 








‘Son of Sheik’ Soie 
Reissue Click; All 
Others Died at B. 0. 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Growing animosity on the part of 
newspapers around the country 
against screen advertising is being 
reflected in the decision by more and 
more exhibitors to do away with the 
screen plugs and to return to the 
first principles of theatre operation. 





these 


They have about come to the conclu- 
sion that the few bucks that they 
can pick up by running commercial 
trailers is more than offset by the 
lo of prestige yuav k of patrons 
and the strained relations with the 
dailie 

Where screen advertising had 
looked like it would wind up as a 
rich coin source for exhibitor the 
indications are that the tide has 
reached its high point and is now on 
the down-side of the are. Big city 
de luxe theatres have nixed every 


offer on the part of the screen ad- 
vertisers, turning aside all efforts of 
agencies to creep onto their 
SCTeeNS. 


On the other hand, the general run 
‘es 


of a rtisers, convinced that they 
estate. can never hope to garner plugs on 
Circuit acquires the Woods the- 7 the major screens of the key cities, 
atre as of Sept. 4. House has been Reissues have died aborning. The have decided that there n't en ugh 
operated for the past five years by|2!most universally disappointing jy jt to continue angling for ads in 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer, and the business on those put out by various the small town spots. Since they 
JL&S firm had a prior claim to} ™4J0r companies will cause the can’t do it uo brown, they also are 
the theatre. But this priority has; dropping of numerous others that ready to call the whole thing off, 
been voided by JL&S on a deal| Were scheduled for dating. Earlier rather than continue with te 
with Essaness whereby JL&S re-| (2 the summer all majors excepting 


ceives $6090 in cash for the house 

plus 40% ” 

atre for tne next five years. 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer are mov-| 


ing their offices out of the Woods| 
building immediately, shifting to! 
the McVickers’ theatre building. | 


Essaness planning to concentrate its | 
offiices in the Woods building, and} 


| 20th-Fox 
4e profits of the the-! 


Bros. 
release, 


and Warner 
offering oldies for 
companies in some cases 
them on the coming 
(1938-39) schedule. 

Additionally, the average  ex- 
hibitor is now getting hopped up 
on the new ’38-39 product and 
doesn’t want to be bothered with 


with 
including 


started 


season’s | 


skimmed milk. 

Editors’ Nix 

Omaha, Aug. 9. 
Central States Editors Assn. has 

| taken a flat stand against screen ad- 

vertising in all forms. Always op- 

posed to advertising even on the part 

of the local merchants in the indi- 





now negotiating a_ settlement of 
lease on the offices they now rent 
in the Diana Court building on 
Michigan avenue. 

Woods theatre is a grind house 
playing subsequent films ona double 
|feature basis. It has some _ 1,200 
seats and spotted in the center of 
; loop activity. With the Woods deal 
| the Essaness circuit, which operates 
|28 neighborhood theatres, makes 
|its first appearance in the loop. 
the past 20 years the loop had three 
companies represented, Balaban & 
| Katz, RKO with its single house, 
land Jones, Linick ®& Schaefer. 
| JL&S, with the loss of the Woods, 
| now operate three houses in the 
loop, State-Lake and McVickers 
which they operate on a 
ship deal with B&K, and the small | 
off-the-stem grind LaSalle. | 

Essaness circuit has been a con- 
stantly growing power and force in 
Chicago exhibition, with Silverman, | 








For 


} 


| 


partner- | 


the mildewed celluloid. ‘Son of the vidual towns, the editors have come 
Sheik’ proved to be the one freak | out boldly against the use of the 
reissue to receive wide booking, | SCTeens for national advertising. 
with claims made that contracts not They are readying to take the fight 
farther back than a week having) directly to the public, editorializing 
been running as high as 400 a day.| the stand that the customers pay to 

pe a ok “ \enter a theatre and therefore expect 
unadulterated by com- 


| amusement 


FORECLOSURE SUIT ON ee lerees te the editors has 
RIVIERA, ROCHESTER time to time there have been indie 


| vidual newspaper rebukes against 
|screen advertising, but it is indi- 
Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 9. |erted now that the exhibitors will 


Suit asking foreclosure sale of the | face a concerted campaign by the 
Riviera theatre building filed ir su-j| editors to drive all advertising off 
preme court here. Defendant is 
Rochester-Riviera Corp., of which | 
John A. May, Gloversville, comp- 


the motion picture silver sheets. 





Stern and Spiegel upsetting all! 
precedent and working _ against | 
“4 heavy odds to build < »w circuit. | 
| Sweet Vs. Swing |” — 


Action brought by the Fulton 
County National Bank & Trust Co. of 
Gloversville as trustee for holders 
of certificates issuec 
cured by mortgage or trust deed. 
According to the ccmplaint $215,500 
principal and $91,733 interest are 
owing. No paynents have 


in 1927 and se- | 


been | 


| 
isisted as presidents” °°” OKLA, FINALLY SETS 


TAX: ASSESSMENTS 


Oklahoma City, Aug. 9. 

| After two months of chewing the 
| rag, during which assessments went 
as high as $975,000, the county ex- 


| 


main artery of Long Island, and will | 
be known as the Sunrise Drive-In | 
theatre. The innovation will be a) snceeeniedl 

double-size screen, making images originally was 12 to 1 in favor of 





(Continued from page 1) 


twice the size they are in regularly 
operated theatres. Policy will be two 
shows nightly. 





WB H.0. NIXES AKRON 
POOLING WITH F. & S, 


| 


Akron, Aug. 9. | 

Revocation of plans to make Strand 
(WB) a ‘B’ house and shift entire | 
first-run programs from the Colonial 
(Feiber-Shea) to the smaller theatre 
each week caused plenty of grief for | 





Strand management Thursday (4). 
Warners-F&S some time ago pooled 
management of houses and discussed 
shifting of programs to Strand imme- 
diately after their runs at Colonial. 
First was to be ‘Dr. Clitterhouse.’ 


With ads set and local stories in 
type, Strand management had_ to 
change entire setup when plans were 
revoked by New York office. House 
a back on present policy of two 
Dills a week, both double features. 





Metro’s Jungle Footage 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Metro's expedition to the jungles 


of Dutch Guiana came back with 


| tion’s youth 
| very 


| sweet at the two spots, but Satur- 
| day night’s swingsters whittled the 
| lead. 





| Gene Buck's Diatube 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Swing is the ‘boll weevil of music,’ 
take it from Gene Buck, head of the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors & Publishers, who addressed 
150 songwriters at a testimonial din- 
ner and cautioned them to squelch 
the deadly insect. 

Jitterbug stuff, he warned, is not 
only shaking the morale of the na- 
but is threatening the 
life of the songwriting busi- 
ness, which ASCAP was organized 
to preserve. 

Buck urged his hearers, 
own preservation to steer clear of 
the swing-ding type and turn their 
ltalents to the production 
wholesome music on which their or- 
ganization was founded. Paying a 
tribute to George Gershwin, he 
pointed out ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ as 
the outstanding American composi- 
| tion in the last 25 years. 

Financially, Buck disclosed, 
ASCAP is in robust health, with last 
collections amounting to 


year’s 
$5,500,000 

Diamond, Schwartz Pards 
Holly wood, Aug 9. 





NEGRO EXHIB LEFT 
ESTATE OF $113,000 





St. Louis, Aug. 9. | 

The $113,000 estate founded on 
the earnings of Negro motion pic- 
ture houses operated here by the 
late Charles H. Turpin, Negro, was 


made since Feb. 15, 1932, up to which | cise board has finally reached a com- 
time $34,500 had been paid on the | Promise agreement with seven Okla- 
original $250,900 principal, it was| oma City film exchanges on per- 
stated. sonal property valuations for the 


The Strand, operated by Fenyvessy 


| Bros. for more than 25 years until | 


shuttered in June, has becn re- 
modeled by Howard G. Carroll Corp. 
and reopens Aug. 12. 
former city manager for Schines. 


Carroll is | 


| firms during the 1938 tax year. 
Board more than doubled the vol- 
untary valuations submitted by the 
| firms and promised an investigation 
of valuations so that a ‘more equitable 
figure’ could be reached next year. 
Total valuation was set in the com- 


} 


of the | sister upon his death and 


| 


a, feet of film showing native David Diamond, formerly with 
oe and a secret tribal dance Kingston-Meyers, and Milton J. | 
idden by the Dutch government. Schwartz, recently with Howard 
€nes will be used in ‘Too Hot to Lang, form a new agency, Diamond- 


Handle.’ 


ey included Clyde De Vinna, 
“chard Rosson, Carlos Miller, Wil- 
‘am Beattie and Thomas Dowling 


Schwartz, Inc 
Corporation 
par value, with 
and Juliette Carr 


lists 100 shares, no 
Diamond, Schwartz 


as directors. 


jheld to be part of Turpin’s estate | 


| last week by Circuit Judge Eugene 
|Sartorious and in setting aside a 
| trust fund established in 1932 the 
| judge awarded the estate to Turpin’s 
|son, C, Udell Turpin, of Chicago. In 
‘his will Turpin, once a justice of 
| the peace here, cut off his son with 
| $1, made several minor bequests but 


| failed to dispose of the residue of 


| charge of Family theatre, Mt. Mor- 


‘his property, apparently in the be- | 


\lief it was unnecessary, as he had 


for their | placed it in trust. 


From the trust Turpin 
the income and it was to 


received 
go to his 
after her 


death for scholarships in St. Louis 
Negro high schools. In a brief de- 
cision Judge Sartorious held the 
trust void because it was testamen- 


tary in character and was obtained 
through ‘fraud and undue influence. 
The judge did not amplify the fraud 
and undue influence charge. Turpin 
died in Florida on Dec. 25, 1935 


‘Blues’ Limps 
Hollywood, Aug. 9 
Camera work on 
Louis Blues,’ delayed by Dorothy 
Lamour's appendectomy, started ye 
terday (Mon.) with George Raft an: 


Paramount's ‘St 


supporting cas‘ shooting around 
patient. 
Miss Lamour is expected to be 


ready for work in about two wee" 


Martina theatre circuit has taken 
. | promise at $56,445,more than double 


over Williamson theatre, transfer- , 

ring Fred Everson from Mt. Morris the $23,300 total voluntarily sub- 

as manager. Angelo Scura_ takes mitted. , ; 
Firm valuations: 20th-Fox, raised 


from $4,270 to $8,960: Columbia, from 


ris, i 

Fenyvessy Bros. have shaken up $1,625 Me wees: viagra, pate 
theatre staffs, letting out managers ip to ee, Paramount, pe 
Alex Dunbar and Ben Neivert. Al- $4,085 to $10,765; Universal, $3. 


| upped te $7,710; RKO Ruidio, £3.360 
| to $7.710, and Loew’s, from $4,350 
to $8,225. 


bert Fenyvessy, Jr., former operator 
at the Strand, becomes manager of 
West End and Ctrester Fenyvessy 


takes charge of the Monroe. 
Max Rubin, house 

Riviera, Schine house. 

to Paramount, Syracuse. 


transferred 


manager of 


Navy Sinks ‘leet’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 


’ hiecric Re in nae mice 
Lowe Extends P.A.’s Objections by the Navy caused 
* Universal to shelve ‘Black Fleet, 
Edmund Lowe will do a three-day which was to have bo Maurice 
personal at the Rialto, Flint, Michi- Pivar’s first iob _ ola — 
gan, opening Sat. (13). House is an Gian ak Pat 
{ Story did not meet requirements 
800-seater playing occasional stage f Naval adv , 1 ta disci 
Candin I Naval advisors in re%a » ALSCle 
— : pline and routine. It may be rewrit- 
Film actor is current at State-Lake tem tates 
Chicago. Charles H. Allen agency) 
books : 
Tracy on Loan 
SANTLEY’S BIG TOWNER Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Hollywood, Aug. 9 ; r Tree to 
Joseph Santley directs the sec j t A] Fave 
the Big Town Girls series at 20:1 | e 
x, Slated to start Aug. 15 tal t ith 
ward J. Green production R Y 
Lynn Bari and June Lang re t} » ti 1g to borrow 
in the top roles of the film. stil \ Loy to ¢ tar with Warner 
titled B He Married His Wife.’ 
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They had to spray Leo’s tonsils this week. 
So much good news to ROAR about, he 
strained his sound track. 

For instance: 


Continued amazing box-office perform- 

. $3 . 
ance of “Love Finds Andy Hardy” with 
2nd week hold-overs mounting. 


Followed by sock-o-penings of Bob Taylor 
in “The Crowd Roars.” 


And the announcement of ‘‘Marie 
Antoinette’ at popular prices! 


xkwekwek k 











Pama 
Qe’ a at 
ERA Hello dear, 


Ves Muted 








+o see NARig 
ANTOINETre!™ 






TRADE-SHOWS! 


Ask your M-G-M Branch where the near- 
est Trade Show of ‘Marie Antoinette” 
will be held. Call your wife and enjoy it 
with her. Until you sit before this enthrall- 
ing picture you cannot fully realize what’s 
in store for you and your patrons. An 
eyeful, a heart-full, a theatre-full! 


x*wekk xk 


“BARNUM GIVES UP!” 


M-G-M showmanship. More than 200,000 
persons have already visited the Marie 
Antoinette Museum in the Astor Theatre. 
Summer visitors to Broadway send 
postcards back home. Feature stories in 
newspapers and magazines everywhere. 
Broadcasts from the lobby with visitors 
interviewed. Entire theatre converted into 
a museum, seats covered with terraced plat- 
forms covered with royal purple plush to 
display exciting properties from the pic- 
ture. Real antiques, historical items from 
the dramatic period. The Premiere of the 
picture is Tues- 9 
day, August 16. 
New York, Los 
Angeles and San 
Francisco are the 
only advanced 
price, twice- 





ments. Res 


Speaking of M-G-M show- 


ABOVE: 
manship: thanks for your | Interior of 
vote of confidence which Museum 
vave M-G-M four out of | /™ Stage. 
five awards in the A. M. RIGHT: 


P. A. exhibitor survey on 
promotion determined by 
leading showmen through- 
out America. 


From morning to 
midnight crowds 
wait patiently 

to enter. 
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‘MARIE ANTOINETTE’ 
AT POPULAR PRICES! 


As its sincere contribution and gesture of enthusiastic cooperation with the united 
industry drive (“Motion Pictures Are Your Best Entertainment”) M-G-M has can-’ 
celled elaborate road-show plans for this glorious and truly road-show picture in 
order to bring it directly.to the public at popular pricés as the first of the great en-, 


tertainments of the new season. ° 


Preceded by.the longest advance publicity campaign any picture ever received, plus 
a nationwide billboard campaign with thousands of boards in 1200 cities, plus 
color-ads 1n all fan magazines, plus the, fame of three advanced price engagements 
in Los Angeles, New York and San Francisco, plus large-scale newspaper advertising 
.. ‘Marie Antoinette” is on the way to fame and (your) fortune! 


“Sweetheart of the Day”’ 


3 


NORMA DEAR 
YOUR FANS ARE 
WAITING! 


The most beloved, the most admired 
personality on the screen comes to her mil- 
lions of loyal followers in a role so thrill- 
ing, so touching, so beautiful that it must 
truly remain first and forever in their 
memories as the greatest they have ever 
witnessed. Many lines will be written in 
praise of her, but the greatest line will be 
at your box-office. 


kk wk wk 
HOLDING 
THE HARDYS 


Two weeks for Mickey Rooney and his 
women. “Love Finds Andy Hardy” ex- 
tended engagements at Capitol, N. Y., 
Baltimore, Houston, Wilmington, Atlanta, 
Harrisburg, Indianapolis, New Orleans, 
St. Louis, Toledo, Boston (State & 
Orpheum day and date), Washington, 
Cleveland, Hartford, New Haven, Pitts- 


burgh, Worcester and still they come! 


he 


SEUM xara Fer 
oe ‘ Bete) é ay gadbmricn 
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Bold 24-Sheet Nationwide! 


WATCH M-G-M! 


Leo’s list of releases for August, Septem: 
ber and October made public last week 
brought roars of approval from showmen. 


“Love Finds Ardy Hardy” followed by 
“Crowd Roars’”’ started the ball rolling. 


“Rich Man, Poor Girl’ with Bob Young, 
Lew Ayres, Ruth Hussey and a cast of 
new faces is an Augustbright spot together 


with Laurel-Hardy’s funny feature “‘Block- 
Heads.” 


August 26th ushers in ‘‘Marie Antoinette”’ 


as first of the impressive Fall Season Big 
Ones. 


Closely followed by Clark Gable-Myrna 
Loy in “Too Hot To Handle” (still in pro- 
duction, it’s terrific!) Next comes the great 
heart drama, Spencer Tracy-Mickey 
Rooney in “Boys Town.” 


“‘The Great Waltz” with Luise Rainer, 
Fernand Gravet and Miliza Korjus is some- 
thing to look forward to. “Stablemates”’ 
gives you Wally Beery and Mickey Rooney. 
“Listen Darling” brings Freddie Bartholo- 
mew, Judy Garland, Mary Astor, Walter 
Pidgeon. _“‘Three Loves Has Nancy’”’ de- 
lights with Janet Gaynor, Robert Mont- 
gomery, Franchot Tone. 


Lots of other M-G-M money-makers in 
between and then the October-topper: 


Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy in the 


Technicolor triumph “Sweethearts.” 


That’s what you'll call each and every one 


of those August, September, October re- 
leases. 


Yes, we repeat 


“SWEETHEARTS” 
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Film Business’ Woes 





———— 
(Continued from page 1) 





ough i 
pose what seems to be the pre- 


ili ublic and trade attitude to- 
ee dim, he is more than likely 
to classify the problems encountered 
into two general groups. All that he 
has heard and seen rather naturally 


nterview and observation, | 


fall under the dual headings of (1)} 
the film business and the public, and | 


(2) the film business and its own 
trade policies and management. 
There is much to be said on each 
subject. Not too much, perhaps, be- 
cause the American motion picture 


industry, through three decades of | 


invention and popular ap- 


skilled 
peal, has © 
of American 
thought. The 
scopic shadows 


life, manners and 
influence of kaleido- 
and hidden loud 


become part of the texture | 


speaker has made deep impress on | 


the citizenry. Newsreel 
speed a visualization of current events 
from all quarters of the _ globe. 


Commentators 


cussions with forceful pictorial back- 
grounds 
The best in contemporary and 


classic fiction is unreeled in dramatic 
form. In the nation’s 18,818 theatres 
there are 11,470,899 seats of more or 
less comfort for the customers. The 
statistics are impressive and prob- 


reporting | 
prings to the screen with express 


illustrate their dis-| 


much to do with the diminishing the- 
atre attendance. 

On the other hand, the industry 
itself is responsible for much loss of 
patronage. Theatre management, 
affiliated and independent, is not 
fighting for business with the type of 
showmanship aggressiveness that was 
characteristic of exhibition in the 
days when the picture business was 
expanding. 
with millions invested in pictures, 
are content too soon, in the seasoned 
judgment of many observers, to de- 
clare they have misjudged the pub- 
lic taste and, as a result, leave the 
all important function of sustained 
advertising and exploitation to the 
exhibitor, who is working with rou- 
tine lobby and newspaper displays, 
the general quality of which ‘as not 
improved in a score of years. 

The Exhib Is in a Spot 

The exhibitor’s hands, 
willing, are tied down 
appropriation. 
and consistent 


however 
by limited 
He lacks a liberal 
encouragement di- 


rectly from the producer-distribu- | 
| tor. 


Scores of films annually are 


' sent broadcast into distribution with- 


ably quite accurate because they are | 


supplied by the U. S. Department of 


| hearted and futile. 


Commerce and given official authen- | 


ticity in the Government's recent 
anti-trust bill of complaint against 
major film companies. 

A Big Business 


| 
| 


out a word of commendation from the 
producer. Idea prevails that by 
some hokus-pocus the theatre op- 
erator will do a job which the pro- 
ducer-distributor is too busy or too 
short-sighted to do. Result: The 
drive for business is slackened, half- 
Frantic to build 
up his business, the exhibitor pleads 
for ideas. Usually he is sent a one- 
sheet and a set of stills, C.O.D. 

In many vast competitive areas 
double billing of features has length- 


Picture business is big business. ened the one-time show, consisting of 


Its ramifications extend to the coun- 
try’s habitable outposts. Its fiction 


in a small geographical area in Hol- 
lywood and environs. 


a single feature, news, travel reel 


_and cartoon, into a sitting marathon 
manufacturing base is centered with- | 


of four hours. 
time the sole place for popular-priced 


ts newsreel | entertainment for the whole family, 


cameras are as widely scattered as| js losing child trade (through sheer 


mankind's activity. 
distribution headquarters are in New 


Its banking and| fatigue) and the support of youth 


(through boredom). Vast audiences 


York, and major independent film) of discriminating theatregoers who 


exchanges dot the map in some 30 
odd cities. American films are dom- 
inant entertainment in foreign coun- 
tries, agencies that introduce 
mestic manufactures. 
Nearly 300,000 persons 
ployed in various capacities from 
studio messengers to theatre ushers. 
Only a few mechanized industries, 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


such as automobiles, electrical manu- | 


facturing and communications, ex- 
ceed films in numbers of actively 
employed workers. It is a form of 
divertisement which developed from 
an idea. It is an industry which has 
8rown to substantial financial im- 
portance. It is a form of art expres- 
sion which more literally reproduces 
life and action than the printed word, 
the radio or the stage. 

With such abundance of attributes 
for service and good will, it is dif- 
ficult to understand why films, in 
recent years, have not maintained 
and improved their position before 
the public. The medium, itself, has 
reached a high standard of mechan- 
ical perfection. Brief visits to scores 
of theatres, widely scattered, reveal 
800d photographie projection and 
clear sound reproduction. The best 
in physical presentation by the big- 
gest first-run theatres is duplicated 
in the smallest of small-town houses. 
And yet, there is currently a pro- 
nounced public apathy towards the 
industry and its average output of 
Product. 


Big Hits Get Extraordinary B.O. 
_ Conversely, the big hit pictures, 
individually, are winning unusual at- 
tendance and boxoffice returns. It’s 





| 





| 
| 


the run-of-the-mill films which have | 


lost the quality to attract. The weak- 
hess lies largely in the refusal of 
Hollywood to tackle courageously the 
contemporary American scene. Life 
a it is viewed 
rough inverted binoculars of Hol- 
ywood writers creates films which 
are clever inventions and literary 


Sokum, Audiences are now smart- 
ty to the bag of tricks. They 
SO are eager for the honest. down 


to earth story which is well written 
onl Capably acted. Twenty-five 
“ears of feature films have tauzht 
audiences What ‘s real and what is 
the bunk. 
Because fj] 
tertainment 
Natur 
oi in all angles of its operations 
statue’ ological and economic 
st: s of its: customers. Notwith- 
ian i raperting stock market which 
two a cae the easterner these past 
erally ac as, business conditions gen- 
Tesponded 1° the country have n ot 
mism ne to the enthusiastic opti- 
era} he tg has sent up stocks sev- 
Points this summer. A linger- 


ms are a form of en- 
for the masses, it is 


ing r 


pression, therefore, may have 


too frequently | 


formerly attended films which pos- 
sessed unusual and original qualities 
in photography or theme are staying 


do-| away, unwilling to make an evening’s 


pleasure a contest of concentration 


are em-| through 20 reels of films. 


Public Fed Up 
Concurrently, 


deared the films to the public. In 
the absence of any agency within the 
industry whose purpose is to encour- 
age public favor and support, the 
public has been willing to believe the 
worst. The sustained press reports 
this past winter and spring from 
Washington over the issues of block- 
booking, raised by the Neely bill de- 
bate, were aggressively negative in 
public reaction. Picture business 
too long has been on the defensive. 


And the lotteries, giveaways, bank 
nites and cash award games are giv- 
ing many picture theatres an atmos- 
phere of cheapness. In themselves 
these games may be quite harmless, 
but in the manner of their presenta- 
tion few exhibitors display any 
showmanship or attempt to mix the 
element of chance with the spice of 


entertainment. The craze for lotteries | 


is passing (aided by a few court de- 
cisions and merchants’ protests) and 
the inevitable attendance reaction is 
on the downside. 
authority fought games of chance in 
theatres and declared them unfair 
trade practices, prejudicial to the 
best interests of the industry. From 
the day the NRA faded not a single 


industry voice has raised against a' 
| practice which has 
censure and ill-will from better citi- | 
zen groups than any other exhibition | 
| policy. 


brought more 


Only showmanship and con- 
sistent advertising of best available 
product will win back steady patron- 


|age, alienated by gambling games. 


al that the industry should re- | 


In view of the widespread interest 
among exhibitors in the proposed 


trade practice conferences to be held | 


in New York this autumn, announce- 
ment by S. R. Kent, chairman of the 
distributor committee, that the gov- 
ernment’s anti-trust suit may create 
a situation demanding indefinite post- 
ponement of the meetings. will be 
received with disappointment by 
theatre owners 

Urgency for readjustment of some 
practices, if only in the cause of im- 
proved business relations, has been 
recognized for more than two years. 
The anti-trust suit creates an impasse 
in self-regulation. Too long delayed, 
distributors have missed their chance 
to adopt MPTOA’s 10-point program, 
ably presented by. Ed Kuykendall. 
Nathan Yamins and Abram F. Myers 
have turned to legislation for relief. 

These producer-distributor procras- 


Large film companies, | 


the repeated law- | 
suits and public bickerings over in- | 
dustry trade practices have not en-| 


Film NRA code | 


| tinations are likely to exact a heavy 
penalty. Profits which have been 
| made in exhibiting over a period of 
|years have not been reinvested in 
| theatres. The industry stands today 
in the position of mounting produc- 
| tion costs, far out of proportion to 
_increased film rental possibilities. 
|The machinery of exhibition on a 
national scale has not been developed 
under the encouragement of produ- 
cers. The point of film saturation 
{has been reached, which is largely 
| responsible for the baffling industry 
troubles. 

| Glimpse into the future is not en- 
| tirely dimmed by external criticism 
and internal irritations. Broadway’s 
| film belt is assuming a more serious 
demeanor than it has worn in years. 
Film business is in a fight. 

Adversity is crystalizing unanimity 
of action and enthusiastic support 
for the national advertising and ex- 
ploitation drive for increased public 
attendance at theatres, coincident 
with the release of the new season’s 
pictures. 


| 


;methods of intra-industry practices. 
| First step to a rejuvenated business 
has been undertaken. Because it is 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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Columbia's Product and Terms This 


Time the Target of Philly Squawks 





Prop Scarer 


Hollywood, Aug, 9. 

‘Angels With Dirty Faces’ at 
Warners has an electric chair 
on the set, but not in the pic- 
ture. Hot seat is used for its 
effect on the players in Jimmy 
Cagney’s death scene. 

Execution chambers are taboo 
under the Will Hays regula- 
tions. 


NEW GAGS SUB 
FOR BANKO, 
NOW TABU 











Affiliated and independent | 
are joining in a united effort to lift 
, the business from the doldrums of a | 
national repression and the discour- | 
agement brought about by discordant | 


;}a showmanship idea, enlisting the en- | 


terprise of showmen, it has in 
favor every element of success. 


its 


| cooperative effort. 





exhibiting conditions.) 





‘Femme Cashier and $600 | 


The film theatre, one | 


| Missing from Col., Det. 


9 | between the two screen features. 


Police are hunting Erma Swaney,| The merchant's return is cuffo ad- 
cashier at Colonial theatre here, on | vertising of his product. The follow- 





Detroit, Aug, 


charges of embezzlement. 

According to manager 
Schreiber, Miss Swaney has been 
missing since July 30, when $600 in 
receipts turned up missing in the- 
atre safe. 








800 GUNGA DINNERS 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 


|exteriors for ‘Gunga Din’ near Lone 
| Pine, returns to the studio Satur- 
| day (13) for two weeks of indoor 
| shooting. 

Company, 
then go back to Lone Pine for the 
final battle scenes. 


STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Leonardo Bercovici inked writer 
pact at 20th-Fox. 

20th-Fox renewed S. J. Duncan’s 
writer contract. 

Metro lifted Gene 
player option. 

20th-Fox picked up Robert Kel- 
lard’s actor option. 

Edmund T. Hansen re-signed as 
| 20th-Fox sound department head. 
| Edward Cronjager, cameraman, re- 
|pacted by 20th-Fox. 

Metro lifted player option on Ann 
Morriss. 

Warners picked up Sol 
cameraman option. 





Reynolds’ 





Polito’s 


Ralph Byrd’s actor option hoisted | 


by Republic. 

Metro signed Robert Arthur to 
writer pact. 

Metro lifted writer options 
Hugo Butler and Waldo Salt. 

David Gorcey inked player con- 
tract at Universal. 

Warners signed Geraldine Fitz- 
gerald to player pact. 

Binnie Barnes signed to player 
ticket at 20th-Fox. 

20th-Fox lifted Herbert Spencer's 
composer option. 


Paramount renewed Judith Bar-. 


rett’s player contract. 

Warners signed Eddie Albert to a 
player pact. 

Lew Ayres 
Metro. 

Romano Romani signed as Metro 
vocal coach, pianist and composer. 

Otto Brower’s director option lift- 
ed by 20th-Fox. 

Metro handel Don Castle a player 
contract. 

STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, Aug. 9 

Universal purchased ‘Big Town 
Czar,’ original by Ed Sullivan. 

Metro bought ‘Death on the Table’ 
by Fiederick Guy Beauchamp and 
Michael Roland Pertwee. 

Cornelius Reece and Arndt Giusti 
sold their story, ‘Strange Faces,’ to 
Universal. 

Warners acquired ‘Life Is Clear,’ 
original by Maurice Rapf and Harold 
Buchanan. 

20th-Fox purchased ‘Samson and 
the Ladies.’ an original by Hilda 
Stone and Betty Reinhardt. 


inked actor pact at 


| (This is the fourth and conclud- | 
|'ing article of a series on national 


RKO’s troupe of 265, now filming | 


increased to 800, will | 


on 


The | 
answer to much that is wrong and | 
troublesome may be found in such 
Film business at | doghouse, 
| last is awakening to the fact that an | 
|ounce of mutual understanding and | 
| teamplay is worth a ton of argument. | 


St 
banknite 


Louis, Aug. 9. 
With definitely in the 
indie operators in 
new ones that are clicking. 

| Auctions’ and ‘Dopey Nights’ 
replaced banko and are hypoing b.o. 
returns that have been 
anaemic recently. 


extremely 


The ‘Crazy Auction’ gag involves 
the theatre management putting the 
bee on neighborhood merchants for 
groceries, wearing apparel, etc., to 
be auctioned during an intermission 


| 


ing example of what happened in 


Jacob | the Congress, a St. Louis Amus. Co. 


nabe last week, is typical of the gag. 
| The auctioneer sold a pair of ladies’ 
ee garters and a loaf of bread for 
| 5c; a watermelon for a dime; a sum- 
|mer bonnet for 50c but made a re- 
|fund of 15c and tossed in a couple 
| of ducats to clinch the deal. 

| The highlight of this particular 
pow was when a male customer pur- 
|chased,a dress, worn by the an- 


nouncer’s aide, for $2 and received | 


,a 90c rebate to take care of pressing 
| fees. 

At the Wellston the ‘Dopey Night’ 
program also was held between the 
showing of the dual program. A 
typical stunt began when the auc- 
tioneer offered a prize, wheedled 
from merchants, to the first boy who 
reached the stage minus his shirt. 
The shirt must be shed while the 
contestant is en route from his seat. 
Another stunt calls for recitations 
with the m.c. grimacing into the con- 
testant’s face to disconcert him. War- 
bling of pop songs also are part of 
the ‘Dopey Night’ stunt and young 
‘uns who hope to cop a bag of flour, 
a basket of groceries, polo shirt or 
a few bucks are deserting outdoor 
swimming pools and other al fresco 
entertainments on these nights. 

New gags are expected to railroad 
|out of existence the merchandise 
giveaways, which have been preva- 
‘lent in local houses for many years. 
Official Frown 
Four theatres in Alton, IIL, across 
| the Mississippi from here, were noti- 
fied last week that criminal prose- 
|cution would result if the manage- 
,mens continued the banknite policy 
'that has been in vogue for several 
| years although the Illinois state su- 
/preme court a year ago declared this 
|b.o. stimulant was illegal. 

Two managers were notified by 
Mayor John Struif, a third by the 
chief of police and the fourth by the 
cop on the beat. Dr. W. W. Billings, 
coroner of Madison County, who is 
eliminating all forms of gambling 
from his domain declared that the 
Hyde Park Club, gambling casino in 
Venice, Il., 





handbooks, lotto games 
had all been shuttered and would 


remain dark during his term, which 


expires in 1940. It is reported that 
many of the gambling enterprises 
are moving into Belleville, Tl. in 


St. Clair County. 


RED LIGHT UP 
Hollywood, Aug. 9 


Paramount’s ‘Illegal Traffic’ is be- | 
fore the cameras. J. Carrol Naish, 
Mary Carlisle, Robert Preston and 
Judith Barrett head the  playe 
roster. 

Louis King is directing and Wil- 
liam Thomas associate produce: 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 
With advance of the buying sea- 
son, talk is fast growing here of a 
repetition of last year’s strike against 
but with Columbia the 
butt for exhib resentment this time. 


Paramount, 


Blowup against tactics of the ex- 
change appears imminent unless 
there is considerable reversal of at- 
titude 

Exhibs maintain that Columbia 


year after year has made promises 
in its worksheet which it has made 
no endeavor to keep They com- 
plain of poor film quality, prices and 
high percentages, and are demand- 





the | 
metropolitan area have dug up two 
‘Crazy 


| 
have | few months. 


ing adjustments. 

Fuse was lighted for an explosion 
| about three months ago, but exhibs 
| were calmed by highly conciliatory 
| attitude of Harry Weiner, local Col. 
|manager. Further water was doused 
|on the TNT by Abe Montague, who 


|called Lewen Pizor and other execs 


|of the indie organization to New 
York for a confab. They came back 
and reported all was well, which 
quieted things. 

United Motion Picture Theatre 


|Owners, local body, which ran last 
| year’s boycott, has been badly split 
| by internal strife during the past 
Exhibs are now com- 
| plaining that Columbia is taking ad- 
| vantage of this to reneg on its prom- 
|ises of three months ago. Undere- 
cover move is now on foot by sev- 
| eral prominent indies to reorganize 
|UMPTO and heal the breach, If 
i this is successful, Columbia will un- 
| doubtedly have a battle on its hands, 


Televish Boothmen 
Seen as Keymen by 


British Labor Head 


London, July 26. 

How seriously labor views incur- 
sion of television into the theatre 
was revealed by President Robert 
Finnigan at annual convensh of Na- 
tional Association of Theatre and 
Kinema Employes, when he stated 
the union had already proceeded 
| with groundwork of training scheme 
|to educate projectionists in tech- 
| nique of the new medium. 

Under new regime, he said, the 
boothmen would be in happy posi- 
tion of becoming keymen and, just 
| as at introduction of sound, opera- 
tors with adequate technical knowl- 
edge were able to command big 
dough, same position must inevit- 
ably arise when visio comes to the 
motion picture houses, to the benefit 
of projectionists who saw their op- 
portunity and commenced prepara- 
tion right away. 

Prexy also endorsed Oscar 
Deutsch’s recent prophecy that 300 
theatres would shortly be equipped 
with visio apparatus. 

















| ADVICE TO THE MAILS 

| P. O. Dept. Edict to Handle Pic Cans 

| With Care. 

| Washington, Aug. 9. 

| Complaints that Uncle Sam’s mail 

carriers have been treating motion 

| picture films in a haphazard man- 
ner have been filed with the U. S. 

| post office department, it was re- 

| vealed last Thursday (4). 

Warning to all postal employees 
to handle films gently in the future 
was issued by the department's of- 
ficial weekly bulletin. Postmasters 
and carriers must see that metal 
cases containing the films must not 
be allowed to ‘drop from platforms, 











trucks, or mail cars,’ officials de- 
creed, adding that‘... they must be 
treated as hand pieces and _ not 
thrown or tossed in any manner at 
any time.’ 
‘PASSAGE’ LOCATED 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

W. S. Van Dyke, Metro director, 
trains out tomorrow (Wed.) for Mec- 
Call, Idaho, to take charge of the 
filming of the Technicolor produce 
tion, ‘Northwest Passage.’ 

With him will go Tim McCoy, ade 
Or Indiar cenes and two 
imen, Ray Rennahan and Len 

Smit} Spencer Tracy joins the 
troupe a von as he finishes his role 

‘Boys Town,’ about Aug. 15. 


¥ 


Etta aes 


on 


ie 


aa 





ay Someones pees 




















Sates ee 


ox. on 


iS ne Votre 





VARIETY 


PICTURES 


f 


Wednesday, August 10, 1938 











———— 


























CAPITOL, WASH. 


(Continued form page 16) 





fire stunting. Joe and Jane McKen- 
na bounce on next for knockabout 
slapstick, which suffers through hit- 
ting below town’s well-known taste. | 

Comets back for elaborate flower- 
spray number, with Hawaiian motif 
and spectacular formations, Then it’s 
Charles Carlile, who sings ‘Faraway 
Look in Your Eye,’ ‘The Corrigans,’ | 
Irish traditional, used because of| 
Corrigan popularity, and a medley 
of ‘You Go to My Head,’ ‘Says My 
Heart’ and ‘Cathedral in the Pines. 


At show caught, he encored ‘Irish 
Eyes’ and ‘I Married an Angel. 
Third bow gives Carlile chance to 


introduce Jack Powell, blackface | 
drummer, scoring usual smash. Com- | 
ets wind up show with excellent 
precision flash, getting multiple ef- 
fects with vari-colored lights and 
pierette costumes. Biz fair. ; 
Craig. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 7. 

Ozzie Nelson’s orch with Harriet} 
Hilliard & Evelyn Poe, Fritz & Jean} 
Hubert, Frank Paris’ Marionettes, 
Dave Broudy house orch; ‘Professor | 
Beware’ (Par). 


Brisk mid-summer pace house has| 
been setting last few weeks won't! 
halt with Ozzie Nelson-Harriet Hil- | 
liard combo. It’s Nelson’s third visit 
in as many seasons to the Stanley | 
and, with the missus along, a pretty] 
good guarantee for a profitable ses- 
sion. Only the second time for Miss 
Hilliard, however, since she wasn’t 
working Nelson's last time around. 
Since that time she’s had another 
film, ‘Cocoanut Grove’ (Par), under 
her belt to help the draw along. 

Show shapes up among the better 
Stanley offerings, with Nelson’s band 
turning in a first-rate job despite 
what looks like a reluctance on! 
outfit’s part to dig up new music} 
material. More than half of its stuff, | 
chiefly novelty numbers, has been | 
done here by them on previous visits 
but Nelson has such a pleasant, ami- 
able manner that he can get away 
with it. While his ‘Kid in the Three-| 
Cornered Pants,’ ‘Love Bug Will Get 
You’ and ‘I’ve Got Those Maestro 
Blues’ haven’t aged exactly, Nelson, 
as a name leader, really should keep | 
more abreast of the times. 








Musically, the band still defies| 
classification. Has no definite style, 
picking its way easily among all 


types of tunes and covering up any| 
shortcomings with youthful enthu-| 
siasm and nonchalance. In this re-| 
spect boys get their cue from Nel-| 
son, for he’s a matter-of-fact maes- 
tro. who goes in for relaxation and 
little fireworks. After the recent 
flood of swingeroos, he’s a relief, too, | 
hitting the groove only once, and 


then at the finish with a swing-out| Knights. 


on ‘Martha.’ 


Miss Hilliard’s a big help, as usual.| and winds up a routine including 
Sweet, intimate style gets over with! oldtime, modern swing and novelty 
room to spare, and she works well! songs. 


Variety House Reviews 


— — ee 


| production 


| Maestro, Please,’ her topper. 


| picked up on the Coast. 
appealing brunet with plenty on the) hausted abroad and had not yet re- | 


’) Blues 





in a couple of duets with Nelson. 
Does three numbers, ‘Says My 
Heart, which she introduced in 
‘Grove, ‘Kid in Three-Cornered 
Pants, with Nelson, which she 
cracks is from her most successful 
(referring to the Nel- 
son’s two-year-old), and ‘Music, 
big and could stick longer. 

Nelson’s also carrying another vo- 
calist, Evelyn Poe, a youngster he 
She’s a sex- 


ball; has a million-dollar frame, nice 
pipes and gives out with ‘Rock My 
Away, ‘That Man’s 
Again’ and finally ‘Love Bug,’ which 
leads into Nelson’s novelty solo ar- 
rangement of the Pinky Tomlin tune 
Gal’s numbers further reveal Nel- 
son’s need for a more 
repertory 


Supporting acts excellent. Frank 


Paris’ Marionettes are easy toppers.| has interest, but sh¢ 


Paris has a swell collection of pup- 
pets, lifelike duplicates 


Henie, which he strings through a 
series of typical routines in crack 
fashion. Best of ’em are Dopey and 
Miss Henie, showing lots of imagina- 
tion. Fritz and Jean Hubert still 


Over 


of Zorina,| Corrigan’s 
| Dopey, Josephine Baker and Sonja| shipment 


distinctive, although her stage pres- 
ence helps. 

Headlining are Heller and Riley, 
whose main stock is comedy, but 
| whose act also reveals some ace war- 
bling by Miss Heller in a sky-high 
soprano. Best song and comedy 
team here in weeks. 

Closing number is a Dutch clog, 
in costume, by the line to a couple 
of pop songs. 

Turnout good opening day. Quin. 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


| Newsreels were rather tame and 
routine when the Embassy unveiled 
its new assortment at week’s open- 
ing (4). Corrigan had been ex- 


turned for his N. Y. welcome, Hughes 
was old news, and there hadn't been 


Here} anyone else jumping off a 17th floor 


perch, 
None 


any distinction 


of the reels coats itself with 
Movietone has Helen 


Claire spiel a routine coverage of a | 
up-to-date Coney Island beaut contest, and Ade- 
laide Hawley purrs about a fur dis- | 
Log jam in a_Wyoming river | 
ts on the N. Y. 


play. 
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| EXPLOITATION :-: By Epes W. Sargent 


— 








Hot, but Hustling 


Spartanburg, S. C. 
There has been a dearth of ex-| Despite general belief that hot 
ploitation during the past few weeks weather in lowland cities is the 
| in this town, but situation changed| wrong time for such exploitation, 
| when Manager Geo. Hunt, Jr., of| Carolina went to town with mer. 
| Loew’s State, found he had some-|chandise tie-ups on ‘Rage of Paris.’ 
| thing he could sink his teeth into, | With mercury oozing up close to 
| when he booked ‘Algiers.’ |100 every day, other houses had left 
| One gag which attracted plenty of| the field clear with -esult that firms 
| downtown attention, and _ nearly|selling everything from undies to 
| blocked traffic, was an Algerian /tires and batteries were sewed up for 
| checker game, played by two men /elaborate window displays. Tall card. 
in Lincoln Park, on the main stem.|board cutouts of Danielle Darrieux 
| Lads were decked out in flowing Al-|featured displays and the whole 
gerian robes, and studiously played| works were tied in with house’s 
their game with large blocks as/standard hot weather air-conditioned 
‘men,’ lettered with name of the pic. |plugs, resulting in nice increase, e\ 
They were seated .under a large ban-/on matinees. 


ner, which read, ‘I am sure to win —_——_—- 

when I go to see ‘Algiers’ at Loew's | Staged Wedding 
a 
Norfolk 


State.’ 
Another was an Algerian costume | ; 
A real wedding, with all the trim- 
mings, was used as build up and 


Louisville. 


‘Algiers’ in L’ville | 





en 


contest in which patrons were in- 
vited to appear on the theatre stage 


f ’s F l any cos : F gerii first night bait at the Granby the- 
World’s Fair buildings taking form,|in any costume with an Algerian nby t 
~ annie being packed for | motif. Prizes of $10 and $5 were| atre August 1, for the film, ‘I'll Give 
home. Secretary of the | awarded, and the stunt copped some | a Million. 


| Treasury Henry Morgenthau, Jr., in 
France and Darryl Zanuck disem- 


doing their acrobatic drunk routine,| taneously, via new invention, plus a 
and while it’s eased up a bit in late| marriage ceremony performed on a 


years, still good. Longevity of turn, 
in fact, is matched only by Huberts’ 
amazing endurance. 
Dave Broudy’s house crew back in 
pit for regular overture. Biz big. 
Cohen. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 7 


| extra newspaper space, and plenty | Radio plugs were used to tell the 
| of word-of-mouth comment. | public about the special event. Full 








barking after European trip, aren't Probably the most inexpensive} and double page advertisements 
peer tag pe Lehr ps a a a who | gag was the old invisible tropical} were used as the Granby battled the 
plays bridge and mows a lawn simul-| fish bowl in a downtown florist’s | mid-summer attendance slump. 
xe ; shop. — 

" Played on Pride 
‘scenic railway, which aren't very Some of ’Em Do y Sectiad Ore 
ifunny. However, the subjects don’t Here and there some exhibitor | = Sy 


| offer much. 

Metro does fine job showing how 
_New Yorkers cool off during the heat 
| wave; cover the town, from the 
smart eastside penthouses to Coney. 
Another good one is Metro’s cover- 
age of Kuda Bux, Hindu fakir, strut- 
ting across live coals, in addition to 
blindfold tricks. Fire-walking looks 
a failure; not half so impressive as 


Heller & Riley, Toni Lane, Lattell| when the reels first caught him at 


& Laclaire, Knight Sisters (2), Ger- 


maine & Wiljen, Line (12), . 
| Conrad house orch; ‘Sky Giants’ 
(RKO). 





Combination of considerable com- 


|edy, dancing, singing and acrobatics 


is pleasing. Bill expanded to 45 min- 
utes this week, allowing for an espe- 
cially well done production number 
by house line (12). 

Leadoffs, Germain and Wiljen, ro- 
mantic singers, head a bridal routine 
by the line. Wiljen cops the edge 
with his baritoning, while develop- 
ment of a little more volume from 
his partner would make them well- 
matched. They're local, 
night spots. 

Second are the Knight Sisters (2) 
with some appealing acrobatics. 
Girls are lookers, have their routine 
down pat and top their good taste in 
costumes and style by making their 
act short and snappy. Audience 
would gladly have more. 

Lattell and Laclaire, using ‘any- 
thing for a laugh,’ are in some more 
acrobatics, though on the comedy 
side. Their stuff is funny enough 
and they don’t conflict with the 
A couple of off-color gags 
hurt, though. Toni Lane solo torches 


Her voice is not particularly 
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Loew’s STATE 


BROADWAY & 45th STREET 















Starts Thurs. ‘TROPIC 
‘SHOPWORN ’ 
ANGEL’ — - 


N.T.G. In person Stage Show 





PARAMOUNT.2.%:: 


MARTHA RAYE CHICK 


BOB HOPE 
Bs WEBB 
GIVE ME and his Orchestra | 


A SAILOR” 


Picture 








ELLA | 


Paramount FITZGERALD 

















lthe antic three years ago before 


Judy} group of scientists from Oxford. 


One of Paramount’s sound trackers 
errs when he mentions the Morro 
Castle in the harbor at San Juan, 
Puerto Rico, in covering a beached 
four-masted schooner. Morro Castle 
is in Havana harbor. Same reel 
comes up with a neat idea in having 
Sue Read describe latest styles for 
gals going to dude ranches. Far 
and away from the funniest bit on 
the bill is interviewing the 82-year- 
oldester in Washington, who became 
a pop for the 26th time. 

Pathe has Clem McCarthy at the 
National A. A. U. swim meet in 
Louisville. and another good bit in 


from the} covering Sinclair Lewis’ legit debut. 


Howard Hughes is followed by Uni- 
versal, which clips his welcome in 
Chicago and Houston; Movietone 
muggs the flyer in Los Angeles. 
Sports are light. Ed Thorgerson 
describes a French marathon bike 
race and a blind English golfer; U 
lenses a rassling bout, but they are 
very old now. Metro catches the 
Hearst outboard regatta on the Coast. 
Toto on clips reveals Movietone 
has 13, Metro, 4; Par., 8; U., 8, and 
Pathe, 9. Bert. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 7. 
ZaSu Pitts with Cliff Hall, Louis 
Prima orch, Peters Sisters (3), Col- 





ware’ (Par). 





Earle taking another slug at the 
collar all types of audience. There’s 


who fill the matinees. Biz big. 
Miss Pitts is spotted immediately 

before the Prima band finales. She 

works with Cliff Hall, who employs 





that used to get laughs on the Baron 
Munchausen air show when he 
was the subject for Jack Pearl’s ‘Vas 
you dere, Sharlie?’ Bit more effec- 
tive via radio. Miss Pitts shows 
| much of the 
exhibs on the screen. Has some fair- 
ly good lines, which do plenty more 
than just keep her out there, and 


tosses her mitts around in the usual 
is her ‘imper-| , A 
sonation of an impersonator giving| 5USan and God’ at Curran theatre 
an impersonation of ZaSu Pitts.| here, buried the hatchet between 
Strictly from an entertainment angle, 


fashion. Also good 


however, 
ue lies considerably 
moniker. 


more 


Earle boards. 
cult last spot, 
everywhere by 





half 








ROBERT TAYLOR 


The Crowd Roars’ 


An M.G.M, Picture 
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| Ith Av. & 50th Bt. HELD OVER 
“Alexander’s 


R 0 X Y Ragtime 


Band” 


| ALL 25¢ TO —On the Stage— 
| BEATS 1PM. New Stage Show 





old alike. 


that goes into each note. 


ing swing with real 


lins & Peterson, Troy & Lynne, Lou| prizes for a last-line contest. the lim- 
Schrader house orch; ‘Professor Be-| erick being printed on a special her- 


heat wave this week with a power-| ten out, and 3,000 imprinted napkins 
ful, varied stage combo designed to| were given restaurants and 


ZaSu Pitts for the evening trade and| used in place of window cards, let- 
Louis Prima’s band for the maniacs} tered in colored crayons, and 5.000| said to have cost $50,000. 


same personality she| showing it can still be done. 


Prima’s crew is one of the wild- 
est swing outfits ever seen on the| Cast proceedings at site of Golden 
Playing in the diffi- 
ususally marked! ; 
the audience} tative of New York 
| leaving to avoid the rush, it’s amaz-| greeted by Governor Frank F. Mer- 

ing to see Prima hold young and| Triam of California. 

‘ Appafently arises from} 
every bit of his wild, frenzied self| times 

All six| tunately return with almost entirelv 
men, in fact, give and give, achiev-| new patter, although the business is 
smoothness. thar 





Parker’s UA took advantage of the 
local author angle to make a Holly- 
wood opening out of ‘Love Finds 
Andy Hardy.’ MGM bought the orig- 
| inal yarn from Vivien Bretherton. 
| Ted Gamble seized on this angle 
|to get an eight-column build-up in 

rag a eaiaetiga | the local press. Bally cost didn’t run 
Cp get Heng gid gh gall. | above normal, but the local author 
by Benj. T. Pitts, of the Pitts theatre, | — rated a lot of free exploita- 
Fredericksburg, Va.. a town of about | — 
7,000 population. ‘Tom Sawyer’ has | 
almost ceased to be news, but the | Treasure Trove 
fact that there are still small town | Akron. 
men who will get out_and hustle is} A feminine Valentino fan who still 
something else again. Mr. Pitts went| carries the torch for the one-time 
at it from all angles, big town style,| movie idol 12 years after his death 
and he made some money. | was found by Henry Sommers, Pal- 

Local paper ran a contest based on | ace manager, in connection with the 

famous trial scenes, to hook in with] reissue of ‘The Son of the Sheik.’ 
that on the picture, and also helped| Mrs. Edna Companion, 28, and a 
pick a boy for the local Tom Saw- | good looker, brought out her scrap- 
yer. Kid was made mayor for a day | book crammed with Valentino pic- 
and was given a long-distance chat| tures and clippings for plenty of 
with Tommy Kelly, out in Holly- | newspaper space. 
wood. Conversation was played up. 
Paper also gave two columns of art 
and story a week in advance and |} 
again two days before the opening. | 
Five county newspapers were also | 
tied in through advertising and free 
space. Three co-op ads were engi- 
neered, including one with the El- 
kins Flower Co., which contributed 
3,000 small bouquets in return for a | 
card on each, and took space to tell 
about it. Bouquets were distributed 
by two kids, who first called the re- 
cipients on the phone to tell about 
pr picture and announce the coming 
gift. 
The Dick Mimeograph Co. loaned 
a machine on which five kids got out 
a special newspaper, edited by them- 
selves. This was worked in the lobby 
the Saturday before the opening. 

Because the town is a shopping 
center, the old parking tag was re- 
vived the Saturday afternoon before 
the showing, and a local store gave 


turns up who still believes in adver- 
| tising and exploitation. He does more 
|than go through the motions, and he 
|reaps his reward. F. A. Rohrs, branch | 
sales manager for United Artists in 
Washington, D. C., offers a campaign 
on ‘Tom Sawyer’ in rebuttal of the 














Theatres-Exchanges 








Los Angeles. 
President theatre reverts to news- 
reels today (Wed.), a policy that 
failed to click when tried out several 
years ago. House, belonging to 
Downtown Theatres, Inc., will be 
known as the Newsreel theatre. 





Oklahoma City. 
M. R. Parks rebuilding his Disney 
theatre after partial cave-in of one 
wall. 
Joe Noble building 250-seat Meeker 
theatre at Meeker, Okla. 





Atlanta. 

_Lionel H. Keene, Southern Divi- 
sion mgr. of Loew’s, Inc., resigned. 
Succeeded by W. A. Finney, who has 
been division mgr. for same outfit in 
Mid-West. 

Keene said he would 
show biz here. 


ald inserted in packages. Bookmark- 
ers were put out through the public 


remain in 
library; 750 special heralds were got- ” 





hunch 


larion, Ia. 
Old-fashioned slates were Clarion 


Central States Theatres Corp. has 
opened the new Clarion, Clarion, Ia.; 


counters. 





stickers were used on packages, tele- | 

phone poles and elsewhere. | Charlotte, N. C. 
Three window tie-ups were effect. | Colonial, Kanapolis, will be com- 

ed, and the library made a display | pletely remodeled with the addition 





same long-winded explanation gag of the 12 ‘Tom Sawyer’ charts show- of two store buildings. 


ing how the picture was made. There | 
was plenty of lobby work and six 


; Sty e 1 
kids were perambulated with back | Cleveland. 
signs, all dressed as Tom. . With the old Cameo torn down 


he entna ee ice after a 65 year old career, Republic 
That's what one small-towner did—| Bldg. Co. is contructing an $80,000 
| theatre = the site under a 64-year 
ease. n previous lease, owners 
East and West stipulated a minimum cost of 
San Francisco. | $290,000 for house, but requirement 

Gertrude Lawrence, playing her | ¥@S Cut to $50,000 minimum. 














. San Francisco. 
Nasser Bros. will erect 1,100-seat 





New York and San Francisco fairs 


the finger-flutterer’s val-| by Planting a rose bush on Treasure | theatre on Polk street at cost of 
in her| Island in special good will ceremony |" 150,000. 


Aug. 5. 
NEC transcontinental blue broad- 





| 


Philadelphia 

F. Wieland has taken over the 
Elm, Camden, from Harry Slatko. 
He will reopen it Sept. 1 after re- 
modeling. 

Murray Diamond has taken over 
the Ideal from the Norman Lewis 
interests for undisclosed purchaser. 
Will reopen Sept. 1. 





Gate International Exposition, in 
which Miss Lawrence, as represen- 
expo, was 





during the past year. for- 





Wilkes-Barre. Pa 


the same. They're much better than! ,,C°merford Memorial theatre will 


Prima’s swell trumpeting, of course, | 
is largely responsible, plus Meyer 
| Weinberg’s licorice stick tooting. 


before and do nice job. 
Peters Sisters another 














; . Band does ‘Ti-Pi-Tin.’ 
| A-Tasket,’ ‘Butcher Boy’ and closes} tor’s ‘Ali Baba.’ 





“RACKET BUSTERS” 


STARRING 
HUMPHREY BOGART 
GEORGE BRENT 
STRAND—25c to 1 P.M. 


Doors Open 9:35 A.M. 








arr MUSIC HALL 


“FOUR’S A 
CROWD” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





| with ‘St. Louis Blues.’ Work in| Baby, Cry,’ ‘Cotton’ and 
some good biz on the latter by hav-| Here to Swav.’ 
ing a contest between swing and/| In addition to 
smoothie on the trumpet. Marty Col-| a load of oom 
lins, of m.c. team of Collins and! off with a 
Peterson, toots the old-fashioned! ‘Posin.’ 
way, and good, too. Band's comic| Curtain-upper is Troy and Lynne 
vocal of all likewise strong. | light-footed dance team r 
Collins and Peterson, who've in-! 


Best on the pops 
chirping. they show 


screaming version 











'troed shows at the Earle several! college swing best. 


niftv 4 
Three hefty colored girls much bet.| Comerford, 
‘A-Tisket,/ ter personaling than in Eddie Can- 
They warble ‘Cry, | 
‘Swing Is 


pah and also terp. Beg Wire or Write 
of 


light up here Aug. 18, seating more 
| than 2,000. It’s a memorial to M. B. 
who was killed in an 
accident several years ago. 














. Going to Hollywood? 
O'CONNOR REALTY GROUP 


Specialist In Homes and Apartments 
of All Types 
134 N. CANON DRIVE CR. 11163 
BEVERLY HILLS 


j Work in 
swell precision. Mimic of kids doing 
Herb. 
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Fidler vs. Skolsky, $30 vs. $600 


The N. Y. Mirror pays $30 weekly 
to McNaught for Jimmy Fidler’s 
syndicated column of Hollywood 
ossip. The Mirrors own Sidney 
exKolsky, whom the paper signed last 
October at $600 a week, is also con- | 
giving the tab two Coast 
columns, besides Winchell’s Broad- 
way stuff. When Skolsky’s contract | 
with the Hearst rag expires next | 
month, understanding is that the 
newspaperman will _ essay a film | 
studio berth. Fidler’s presence on 
the sheet already gives the Mirror | 


current, 


adequate coverage on Hollywood | 
hatter. 

“Only two Hearst papers, New| 
York and Boston, buy Fidler from 
McNaught, whereas Hearst (King 
Features) on its own syndicates 


Skolsky, Winchell, et al. 

Winchell and Hearst have patched 
up their tiffing, especially with Joe 
Connolly now the new Hearst gen- 
eral manager. Winchell had objected 
to the guest columns during his July 
month’s vacation, but the syndicate 
favored the idea and went about | 
soliciting guest substitutes. When 
most of them came in written by 
press-agents and ghosts, the N. Y. 
Mirror didn’t use them, but some of 
Winchell’s other syndicated rags did. | 

Skolsky, who, like Winchell, has 
been a topflight mewshawk and 
radio spieler, also yens the picture 
thing, but, unlike Winchell and 
Fidler, who have’ been _ actors, 
Skolsky thinks he will qualify as a 
studio writer and production: execu- 
tive. At the time of his leaving the 
N. Y¥. Daily News (at which time 
Ed Sullivan moved west to assume 
the Hollywood coverage), Skolsky 
was virtually set at $500 a week with 
the Des Moines Tribune syndicate 
until Hearst (Jack Lait, the Mirror's 
editor) topped with $600 weekly. 


Japan Censors Busy 


Fearing that peace propaganda | 
may penetrate the minds of an} 
otherwise war - minded people, | 
Tokyo customs censors of books | 


and mags are working overtime to} 
see that only simon-pure literature | 
gets by the barrier. Censor ax fell | 
on June issue of Current History, | 
but may be released later to sub-| 
scribers, with offensive portions re- | 
moved. 

June issue of Coronet is also be-| 


LITERATI 





more, No pay cuts and staff reduc- | Not Quite Right 

tions, except by mutual consent, fea- | William Morrow Co. says VARIETY 
ture the contract, which runs for one ; errs slightly in announcing that U. 
year. 


year with practically no results until | loney. 


Latter will 
the Guild engaged Col. Philip S. Van | technical 


quarterly 


edit a semi- 


|S. Camera will be made into a quar- | 
Negotiations were carried on for aj|terly under editorship of T. J. Ma- 


Cise, lawyer, to handle its case. He 
accomplished in one week what tne 
Guild had failed to do in a year. 


Shanghai Interlude 

Sandra Carlyle, wife of Harrison | 
Forman, explorer and author, has | 
written a biography, ‘Brenda-Lu,’ | 
about her baby, which is due for 
publication shortly. The book in- 
cludes the period when the For- 
mans were bombed out of Shanghai 
last year and refugeed on the S. S. 
President Jefferson. 

Forman is at present in the Far 
East collecting material for his 
writing and filming of the Yellow 
River flood disaster. Incidentally, 
he was the 


first foreigner to enter 
|Suchow after its occupation. Mrs. 
Forman is residing in New York 


Valentino Biog 
Beulah Livingstone, friend, adviser 
and sometime press agent for Ru- 
dolph Valentino, has taken advan- 


tage of the present furore over Val- | 


entino reissues to pen her own rem- 
iniscences, working in 
graphical data as may round out the 
volume. It is not an ambitious un- 
dertaking, being cheaply produced, 
evidently on a= rotary with 
poorly printed cuts on pulp paper, 
but it probably will be welcomed by 
the rejuvenated Valentino fans as 
adding to the very scant bibliography 
on the dead actor. 


press, 


Miss Livingstone writes interest- 
ingly and speaks with authority, 


making a product worthy of a better 
setting, but somehow the impression 
is created that this volume may be 
intended to pave the way for the re- 
issue of ‘The Eagle,’ also owned by 
Artcinema, which controls ‘Son.’ If 
it 1s, it’s great road paving. If it isn’ 
it’s a readable book for those inter- 


/ested, and may make some new con- 


verts. 
Sells Tampa Daily, Station 
W. D. McKay sold his Tampa 
(Fla.) Daily Times and Radio Sta- 





Ralph Nicholson. Latter have had 


such bio- | 


»|died in 


photographic 


| Magazine to be known as the U. S. 


Camera Magazine. 

U. S. Camera will remain an an- 
nual and make its bow around Nov. 
l1 as U. S. Camera, 1939. 


Literati Obits This Week 


T. Frank Joyce, 48, former news 
executive of the Associated Press 
and prominent management engi- } 


neer, died at his Cambridge, Mass., 
home, July 30. From office boy he 
climbed to an executive 
with the New England Bureau of 
the Associated Press, leaving the 
bureau in 1923 to become sales man- 
ager for the Eastern Division of the 
Yellow Cab and Coach Co. In 1925 
he became vice prexy of the Bostcn 
& Maine Railroad in charge of pub- 
lic relations. In 1932 he took up 
duties as vice prez and general man- 
ager of the Eastern Advertising 
Company. He left latter in 1937 to 
become a management engineer and 
public relations counsel. 

Robert E. Dunn, vet reporter on 
Detroit Times, drowned Aug. 1 in 
Lake Huron, near Detroit. Former- 
ly worked on Detroit News. 

James H. Higgins, 78, former pub- 
lisher and treasurer of The Herald, 
Boston, died July 31 at Central 
Valley, New York. He was one of 
| New England’s most prominent news- 
| papermen, retiring from active work 
in 1921. 

Joseph Ward Lewis, 72, former 
city clerk of Pittsfield, Mass., 
once owner and editor of the Pitts- 
field Journal, died at his home there 
July 31. Was city editor 





year. 

| Bernard Talimer, 70, brother-in- 
|law and associate of Adolph Ochs, 
Atlantic City Aug. 5 after 
'a long illness. Originally a lawyer 
and real estate man, Talimer became 
associated with Ochs when the lat- 
ter took over the old Philadelphia 
| Times. When Ochs later purchased 
|the Philadelphia Ledger and merged 
it with the Times, Talimer became 


| tion WDAE to David E. Smiley and | secretary-treasurer. He later was | 


iconnected with Midweek Pictorial 


ing closely scrutinized and is al-| afternoon sheet under lease for past} and Current History. 


most certain to be banned entirely | 
because of an article in it written 
by Dr. James A. Scherer, who re- 
cently aroused the ire of the Japa- | 
nese government as the result of | 
his book, ‘Japan Defies the World.’ | 

Evidently censors are reading | 
every word of every book and mag} 
which reach Japan, because De-| 
cember 27 issue of Time took ex- 
actly six months to reach subscrib- | 
ers, being released June 26. Under- 
stood that Variety always gets the 
green light pronto because nobody | 
in the censor office can make out | 
the lingo. 


Sabatini’s Tax Rap 
Rafael Sabatini, author of ‘Captain 
Blood,’ ‘Scaramouche’ and other 


lost on appeal last week in the Fed- 
eral Circuit Court of Appeals, from 


five years with option to purchase. 

Sale includes all assets of Tampa 
Publishing Co., in existence more 
than 40 years, 





Rochester News Bows 
Rochester Evening News, locally 
bankrolled daily, has made its bow 


|after a year of preparation, start- | 
|ing with more than 30,000 home de-| 


livery. 


uncontrolled by Frank E. 
Gannett interests, which own the 
other two Roch. dailies and radio 
station WHEC. News is aecepting 
liquor and nite spot advertising, 
which Gannett papers nix. 

Staff is largely made up of for- 
mer Hearst's Journal employees, let 
out when the daily folded a year 
ago. Gannett then bought the 
mechaical equipment. Frank L. Mc- 





the decision of the Tax Board of | 
Appeals holding him in default of | 
$21,017, plus penalties of $3,727, on | 
income taxes for the years 1921-1928 | 
inclusive. Sabatini claimed he had 
not been notified that any action om 
pending against him by tax board | 
and that he had not been given an | 
opportunity to defend the action. 





Shane is publisher; David E. Kess- 


ler, editor; James L. Angle, city 
editor; Edward Kreckman, sports; 
Helen Oviatt, society; Dorothy 
Krause, drama. 
Pitt. Ball Team Ups Cire. | 
Spurt of Pittsburgh Pirates into | 


leadership of National League, with 


Venture is claimed to be an| 
|answer to public demand for liberal | 
| paper 


Mrs. Lillian Ayer Bittinger, 71, 
| publisher of the weekly newspaper 
| Old Colony Memorial, died at Plym- 
outh, Mass., Aug. 5. Took over the 
| publishing of the newspaper when 
| her husband, Frederick W. Bittinger, 
| died in 1921. Survived by five chil- 
| Robert A. Goshorn, 71, ace Pitts- 
| burgh reporter for the last 40 years, 
died in that city July 7 after an ill- 
ness of several weeks. Goshorn was 


the time of his death, entering news- 
paper work in Pittsburgh in 1890, 
first with the Dispatch, for which he 
covered Spanish-American war, and 
then the old Post and its current 
successor, the Post-Gazette. Sur- 
vived by widow and two brothers, 
Lawrence R. Goshorn, former city 
itreasurer and now publisher of a 
Sierra Madre (Cal.) newspaper, and 
Harry R., of Philadelphia. 


Chatter 


Lyle Saxon summering at his old 
home in New Orleans. 


Hendrik Willem van Loon due to 
sail to U. S. Sept. 20 from Sweden. 


Helen Jerome dramatizing Robert 





position | 


and | 


of the | 
Middletown, Conn., Herald, for one | 


on the staff of the Post-Gazette at | 
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Film Revi 
| 
| 
| UNASHAMED RETURN TO LIFE 
| ‘ 
| (Continued from page 12) FP gate Posene er a ty \ Ca ne 
acteviaticsn Lenser sles had & job | Bre commentasy, in Suglish, by Eee 
keeping the camera within bounds. | j.,)).‘e{mera, Jacques Let a es a pen 
Result is testament to acrobatics of | N. Y.. week Aug. 3, '88. Running time, 45 
| both cast and mugger. Only backs | mins 
| and uppers profusely displayed until rae . 
heroine’s mountain-top exit when Assorted newsreel and Spanish 


/ camera gets as familiar as a doctor, 
following and preceding girl's ascent 
to crest of the crag. 

Rae Kidd. as secretary to a young 
male hypochondriac, gets her dotcor 
to suggest that the boy get bac k to 
nature at a camp she attends Un- 
suspectingly he goes here and finds 
his steno in the altogether, after 
which they romp Complication 
arrival of a_ tired-of-it-all heiress 
who gets in by mistake and vamps 
the hypo away from his first interest. 


After seeking shelter in the woods 
during an evening storm, boy really 
meets girl while his ex-heart looks 


on from concealed spot and decide 
to take the cliff leap. Woodland in- 
timacy is sure to set the axe al- 
though it’s a long, night-time shot. 
After the initial cold plunge of 
| glomming a couple of groups in their 
birthday suits, film progresses wun- 
| excitingly. Developments overcome 
original keyhole interest angle. 
| Olympic Fields in Elsinore. Calif 
were utilized to background film for 
camp life, sports, dining and kindred 
shots thrown in with logical se 
quence around ‘imported peclers. 
Sound work passes muster but not 
| so the dialog which; for most part. 
| is right off the cob. particularly in 
| that first quarter before scene shifts 
| to Garden of Eden stuff. Only mes- 


your boy friend to a nudist camp— 
| you might lose him. Hurl. 





| Leopard’ to Collier’s, and ‘Strictly 
| Dirty-Neck’ to Cosmopolitan. 
Roger Vercel’s Tides of Mont St.- 
' Michel’ is selection of the Book-of- 
| the-Month Club for September. Ran- 
| dom House will publish the trade 
| edition. 

Hayter Preston’s ‘They Gave Us a 
| Country,’ written from material sup- 
plied by Dr. Eduard Benes, presi- 


| lished by Knopf. 

Dot Baskervill cubbing as a re- 
| porter on the Washington, D. C 
'Times. 


the Baltimore News-Post. Both 
sheets are Hearst-owned., 

Dougias Cviurchill, N. Y. Times 
Hollywood correspondent, sold a 


| story to the Satevepost just as the 
| Red Book hit the stands 
first of his 
series. 
Andre Gide’s ‘Afterthoughts on the 
U. S. S. R.’ will be published in 
| September by Dial Press. Author 
will attempt to justify his stand in 
his previous ‘Back from the 
|U. S. S. R.’ 
Herbert Agar, political 


‘Picture of the Month,’ 


columnist 
has written a book on the Demo- 


to be published 
Houghton Mifflin. 

Allied Medical Publications, Inc., 
has been chartered to print medical 
publications, with principal place of 
business in New York. Directors are 
Louis I. Brown, Harry Goldsmith and 
Frances Schanzer. 

Walter Winchell commutes to hls 
new Westchester, N. Y., farm regu- 
larly. Current week's Satevepost 
piece by J. P. McEvoy reviews the 
| columnist, 


in October by 





| 


sage or moral gleaned is: Don’t take | 


dent of Czechoslovakia, will be pub- | 


Her pop, Bill, is publisher of | 


with the | 


for the Louisville Courier-Journal, | 


cratic party, ‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ | 


loyalist government pictures strung 
together rather loosely, but helped 
by the fairly intelligent running 
comment of David Wolff. It is sup- 
posed to be the ry behind the 
headlines of lov t Spain tod but 
the film’ eakne lies in the fact 
Cepend ely on the 
to hold ttention. 

\ ugh to 


heln +} hugh 


neip tne n le vi CC 
45 minutes of foota 

A little more care in fil é 
and rearrangement of equences 
might have aided, Picture is a 
preachment for Spain, tabs Franco 
an invader, berates the Fa and 
blames the Rome-Berlin axis for all 
Spain’s present-day woes. It refers 
to hospital supplies being sent by 
American people, and goes to some 
lengths illustrating how the wounded 
are cared for. 

Several closeups of wounded and 
perations performed in the field 
tield show questionable taste, though 


liting 


1 


tressing horrors of wai Too few 
actual battle enes, alihougnh all are 
ry) fi ntly photo rat hed 
Production may serve in certain 
arty spots, especially where the ex- 


hibitor is certain of the 
leanings of his audiences. 


anti-Fascist 
Wear, 


-PANAMINT’S BAD MAN 


2Uth Century-Fox. release of Sol 

| production, Stars Smith Ballew. Fe 
Kivelyn Daw, Noah Beery, Sr., 
Ficlds. Directed by Ray Taylor 
play, Luci Ward and Charles 
Powell from original story” by 
Kelso and Lindsley Parsons; 


Lesser 
itures 
Stanley 
seoreen- 

Arthur 
kidmond 
camera, Allen 


(). Thompson; editor, Albert Jordan At 
| Liberty, Lincoln, dual, Running time, 
oo mins 
RRO OUEs 445 285 bod bbe woe es Smith Ballew 
pS Oe er er eee ee Te .. evelyn Daw 
Corman cocccesccscees NOUN HKeery, Sr. 
RIRCK SOOKs i ikicnures ‘ Stanley Fields 
CHOVOGM s 55.9 0:5 ceseeagtineiisras Harry Woods 
(COP ROARING, 6 i6650560500008 .Pat O'Brien 
| Nicola F .-Armand ‘Curly’ Wright 


History of the Smith Ballew sad- 
dle sagas has been anything but pop- 
ular with exhibs or b. o., and ‘Pana- 
mint’s Bad Man’ won't correct the 
low standing. Neither does it shake 
| the musical angle, which always 
tends to slow the westerns. There’s 
only one song, ‘I’ve Got Some Ridin’ 
to Do,’ but it figures very much. 

Romantic assist to Ballew is Eve- 
lvn Daw, who first cracked films in 
the last GN starrer for James Cag- 
ney, ‘Something to Sing About.’ Her 
unimpressiveness at that time car- 
ries over into this pic, her singing 
not of the type to catch attention. 

Story is not bad. Ballew, a U. S. 
deputy, is sent to stop a series of 


stage coach holdups being perpe- 
trated by Noah Beery’s gang. Beery 


| plays respectable, but is suspected 
by Ballew. Stanley Fields, a Texas 
| outlaw strayed from his territory, is 
jailed and impersonated by Ballew, 
| who falls in with Beery’s gang 
Fields, usually a legit heavy, 
is a comedy outlaw, who eventually 
finds he has been working with the 
government forces all the time, much 
to his embarrassment. In fact, the 
picture would be plenty flat if it 
weren't for bits by Fields and Beery. 
Born. 


On the Great White Trail 


(WITH SONGS) 


| easily. 


Grand National release of Al Herman 
production, Stars James Newill and Terry 
Walker Directed by Al Herman Scrcene 


play, Charles Logue and Joseph F. Poland 


from original story by Laurie York Erekin 


..|Smoky City sniffing its first pen-| |: : , Ren #1 Ge corning Citas On the) comers, ive Messen; oditer, Duke Gels 

He claimed that Frederick Francis, | pant since 1927, any te cinaeinilien Hichen’s book, ‘The Paradine Case.’| Time mag piece, which Frank Nor- r ylor, Betty gM: dain ‘gal tear. wae 
who committed suicide in 1935, had | o¢ morning Post-Gazette soaring, | D. D. Beauchamp sold his story, | ris, co-managing editor, did for the! At Kiva, Lincoln, dual. Running time, 58 
handled his tax affairs and had in- | with Paul Block sheet hitting con- | The Shortest Way Home,’ to Col-/} latter. wl | ming, ei pee 
formed him that he was all paid UD | sistently highest daily marks it’s) lier S. _ Walter Davenport, Collier’s polit-| Kay Lar! Mis cxisnvsventennsts ie Walker 
with the Government. In denying | held in years. Pirates’ surge is held Harold Ober to the Coast to huddle _ ico expert and quondam managing co Larkin..... ‘Robert Fraser 
his appeal the circuit court remanded | entirely” responsible, with circula-| for a couple of weeks with his writer editor of the weekly, assisted JimMMy | Jyspectur Neweamb. we - br | me 
the case back to the tax board for | tion going up several thousand | clients there. | Roosevelt in the rebuttal piece which | Serceant Kelly............. Ie erry 
it to determine what rights he has every day team wins. By same| Pauline Gale starts a daily col-| Collier’s runs soon to Alva Johnston's tread reer epereoesees fav = i —_ 
in the matter as relating to the ac-| token, figures fall off when club | umn on Hollywood for American Sateveport diatribe. Collier's is pro- | Wittiam ai ea ue Philo McCullough 
tions of Francis who is alleged to | loses. Post-Gazette gets main ben- | Press Assn. Sept. 1. are | New Deal; the Curtis mag isn’t. oe Sativa ite anda ' Charice, King 
have forged signatures of Govern-| efit from Pirates’ climb since two). Llewelyn Powys, very seriously ill National News Assn., Inc., has been} purer 7 - Vie Potet 
ment officials in letters and receipts | jin England, is staying with his broth- 


received by Sabatini for supposed 
Payment of his taxes, 





Reese vice Bovard 
Ben H. Reese, city editor of the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, has been 
named by Joseph Pulitzer, Jr., to 


Succeed managing editor Oliver 
Kirby Bovard. 

Appointment becomes effective 
upon Bovard’s retirement Satur- 


day (13), 





Denver Post Signs Guild Pact 

Denver Newspaper Guild signed a 
Contract with the Denver Post pro- 
Viding for a 40-hour week of five 
days, minimum salary of $22.50, two 
weeks vacation with pay, sick leave, 
Overtime and severance pay of one 
Wweek’s salary for each year of em- 
ployment to a maximum of 20 weeks. 
Employees of three years or more 
experience must receive at least $40, 
With each person free to bargain for 


|afternoons, Press and Sun-Tele, | 
|manage to get box-scores in only | 
their last edition. 

Zooming circulation continues in 
| spite of recent economical purge by | 
| P-G, which saw elimination of sev-| 
eral long-standing features and gen-'! 
‘eral tightening up in space gener-| 
ally. Latest move to slash ex- 
penses was shearing in half of group 
insurance for employees, which 
paper has had for years, 

Collyer’s Column Continues 
Despite the recent death of Bert 


S. Collyer, his column of turf ‘Com- 
ment and Selections’ will be con-| 
tinued. Bruce Morrison will write 


|the dope, but without a byline for 
'the present. Collyer himself had 
‘not actually been handling the job 
for some time before he died. 

Only one paper has 
dropped the service since Collyer’s 
\death. Outfit claims a total cir-| 
culation of 19,000,000. 


subscribing 


er, John Cowper Powys. 

Hardy and Cora Steeholm, authors 
of ‘James I of England,’ have bought 
a farm at Salt Point, N. Y. 


John Sante’s new novel, ‘Wait Un- |, 


til Spring, Bambini,’ 
ished this fall by Stackpole’s Sons. 
30b Feemster has been made ad 
manager of the Wall Street Journal. 
Been with the financial sheet for five 


} years. 

| Leonard Lyons, N. Y. Post's Broad- 
way columnist, sailing from Paris 
today (10) following a European 
quickie. 


Christopher LaFarge’s narrative 
poem, ‘Each to the Other,’ will be 
published in November by Coward- 
McCann. 

M. W. Foder has returned to Cen- 


tral Europe as correspondent for 
the Chicago Daily News and the 
Manchester Guardian, | 
Richard English sold two short 


stories, ‘Ding Dong’ and the ‘Lady 


will be pub-| 


| Very much alive, replied the poetess 


chartered by the Secretary of State | 
in Albany to conduct a publishing 
and printing business, with principal 


Poor followup of the previous 
James Newill pie, ‘Great White 


| office in New York. Directors are Trail,’ is in for slim gross« Newill 
Bertha Brenr.er, Sylvia Leibowitz, being a singer, film tries to be a 
and Sylvia Donenfeld. Capital stock mu. ical early, but ttles down to 
is $100,000, $50 par value | straight action as it passes the half- 
? cd ; Sn , : sie : pay 4 ° way mark, Tune he Wal bl are ‘Je 
| toger Fawcett, secretary-treas-! qaime’ ‘Beautiful’ and Iounted 
urer of Fawcett publications, last peg 


Men,’ none p 


rleovy 


week won the Marshall marathon, An owner of a string of fur trad- 
feature event of the 18th annual T.| ing post is being ystematically 
Clarence Marshall trapshooting | robbed, and goes to the north coun- 
tournament at Yoklyn, Del. Already! try to find the thieves His a h- 
holder of the U. S. national amateur ‘'! ti 7 and nt rted by a 
, ean mMountec oliceman. with whom she 
title, aweett cracked 497 of 506), ~~ : p eman 
‘ finds the vo Liberal mis- 
argets to win. SE Oe Are TG ' ae p “a 
Edna St. Vincent Millay, denying a! around but the ry pets y neal 
line in a Broadway column that she the finale bef t man 
was extremely sick, says that was shows his hand. 
last February. Oddly, the rumo1 It's the first picture in quite @ 
got worse, and Edgar Lee Masters While for Terry Walker, who has 
vrote to the Berkshires that he had ! nts Pthtase- oy Pang acl a aa 
‘ , mn for tl quickie Work 
hear ‘ "AY + hat ch uu ' 1 i. z 
heard a report that she Ty doesn’t help her. In fact. bee 


sides Newill, there’s very little to the 


playing tennis, and nourishing a new ‘ture Silver King, a dog, will 


opus. 


ric 
catch the kid eyes. Barn, 
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RAGTIME BAND” 
} ALL-TIME i 
~ RECORDS 
‘TED ROXY RUN! 


BIGGEST OPENING DAY ... topping “Cock Eyed 


World,” former world’s record-holder, by more 
than 2,300 people! 


BIGGEST SINGLE DAY... 34,149 people jam 


theatre in greatest boxoffice stampede since 
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theatre was built 1142 years ago! | 
BIGGEST OPENING WEEK-END... 90,393 pack | 
house to continuous over-capacity establishing | 
new, all-time high! ! 
BIGGEST MONDAY ... . played to 25,970 people! i 
Compare this with opening day records shown | 





| at left. 


AND AT PRESS TIME TUESDAY... Running well 


ahead of Monday and indications are week’s ] 
business more than double usual big week! _ i : 


i 8 


2 RODUCED... ADVERTISE IT ACCORDINGLY! 
tt te Ohne ee 


af 
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PRE-TESTING OF AIR SHOWS SET 
FOR CHAUTAUQUA, N. Y., EXPERIMENT 


a 
'Sears-Roebuck Show 


Miller-Franklin, Prospective Holder of World’s Fair 


Concession to Make Surveys of Crowds, in Pre- 





a 
liminary Surveys +: 
——— Scotch Telegram 
Miller-Franklin & Co., consulting — 
research organization which is ex- Lauder Ha’ Strathaven, 
pected to have the concession to oa ; Scotland, Aug. 5. 
make industrial and advertising Editor, VARIETY: - 
surveys among the millions who ‘I ie 68 years young, not 78 
attend next year’s New York World’s years 01d. 
Fair, are about to make a series ‘Since you credit me with the 
of preliminary explorations in the 10 ~apeingsage — you may 
field of radio program ‘pre-test- send me Variety fo1 “1 years 
ing.’ With the cooperation of one of what you say the cuffo. 
the major broadcasting organizations, Harry Lauder. 
a number of radio programs will be tee ; 
processed through the crowds at- (By Cassees pigeon, v—_ 
tending the final five days of the mu- William Morris, Jr., who bl 
sical-literary season at Chautauqua, tually ; has the knighted Scot 
N. Y.. beginning Aug. 23. On a basis comeriian set on a radio com- 
of the findings and experience, a mercial in America next fall). 
system of statistical controls and 


weights is expected to emerge. 

Transcriptions 
Variety of radio programs will be 
exposed to audience reaction via 
transcription, understood. It’s 
presumed that some hit-flop contrasts | 
may be attempted and various clues | 
run down to get a slant on what | 
makes for popularity and ot 


it’s 


Whole tentative plan is pioneering 
work well cff the beaten path. Chau- 





Smart Dummies 





One of the methods con- 
templated for industrial and 
advertising fact-finding  sur- 
veys to be made at the 1939 


New York World’s Fair _in- 
volves the use of puppets 
manipulated by Bufanno, stage 
puppeteer. 


entertainment 
to questions will be 
worked out, with the puppets 
helping people in filling out 
questionnaires, etc. 


Sugar-coated 
approach 











tauqua patrons will know in advance | 

that they will be invited to vote, but 

not for what, or for whom. 
Miller-Franklin set-up 





functions 


| Larchmont, 














ADMEN ADOPT 
BRITISH 
WEEKEND 


Those weekends the ad agency 
execs around New York are taking 
from their desks (and, incidentally, 





duties) are rivaling in length the 
fabulous’ British weekend. Last 


summer found all the agencies keep- 
ing only the charwomen and watch- 
men on hand Saturdays. But this 
summer the boys have taken to eas- 
ing out at lunchtime Fridays and not 


| getting back till 1 p.m. on Mondays. 


Then, too, it’s usually hotter on 
Mondays in New York than it had 
been in, say, East Greenwich on the 
lawn or lounging in a yawl off 
so the lads beat it at 
3 p.m. Nice work if you can, or 
can’t, get it. 

Work accomplished by the agen- 
cies hasn’t exactly touched stagger- 


under the title ‘Producers and Con-| ing proportions this summer. June's 
sumers Forum’ and will also pre-| end marked work’s end for rather a 
test radio programs at state fairs in raft of the scout-masters as well as 
Massachusétts and New Jersey this| the brass hats. 


fall. At the World’s Fair itself, the | 


Of course, all these lengthy week- | 





Expands to 27 Stations 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Sears-Roebuck show ‘Grandma 

Travels’ will expand to some 27 sta- 

tions by Sept. 1. 

Spotted five -a - week 

Blackett - Sample - Hummert 

northwest 


through 
agency 


here, show has been in 
territory, and will be spread down 
through Texas and southwest area. 


Ethel Hawes, Ben Levin 
Experiment with Novel 
Merchandising Centre 


Cleveland, Aug. 9. 

Ethel Hawes and Ben Levin, billed 
on the air as Ethel and Ben, have 
taken a three-months’ leave of ab- 
| sence from WGAR to operate a mer- 
chandising center which will feature 
a glass-enclosed broadcast studio. 
Pair have rented a remodeled build- 
ing and tagged the enterprise Met 
chandise Exposition, Inc. 

Layout includes a dining room for 
customers and the Club Women’s 
Forum. Visible broadcasts will be 
staged during luncheon and tea, all 
| sponsored by manufacturers of 
household products or goods on dis- 
play. Proposed program will consist 
of talks by Ethel and Ben on house- 
|hold hints, news, books, poetry, 
beauty treatment and fashions; also 
interviews with celebs 
speakers, with Henry 





Pildner’s or- 


chestra, recruited from WGAR, fur- | 


;nishing the musical interludes. 
Project is expected to unfold Oct, 1. 


Molle Auditions 


Sanderson-Crumit 
Stack-Goble agency 
a 30-minute quiz program for Molle 
last Friday (5), with the account as 
|yet not answering yea or nay on 
ithe layout. Proposed show has 
|Frank Crumit and Julia Sanderson 
| captaining teams of men and women 
|contestants chosen from studio au- 
| dience, with Ben Grauer as m.c. 
| Would be a return to the ozone 
'for Miss Sanderson (Mrs. Crumit) 
| who laid off the air last season 
; with her husband doing a single for 
| Coca-Cola. 








organization will have some 15 rest} eng ‘eonferences’ (a much more re-|the Wally Butterworth-Parks John- 


halls equipped to canvass public likes 
and dislikes through various tech- | 
niques. They predict they can extract 
some 70,000,000 to 80,000,000 answers 
to questions business men want them 
to ask. This covers 25 weeks of the 
exposition. 

In addition to the radio companies, 
Miller-Franklin has approached the 
film industry to see if latter would 
like to put the bee on the public as 
to what and who is popular. 





WILLIAM POWELL SET 


Vie Young Draws Baton on Holly 
Hotel; Jean Sablon Also In 





fined word than ‘loafing’) have not 
made life any rosier for such folk 
as station reps and talent peddlers 
and others. Station reps used to do 
a lot of agency calling on Fridays, 
then spend Saturdays dictating let- 
ters to stations telling them what 
vast amounts of biz they were pry- 
ing loose—but had not yet com- 
pletely pried. 


Now the reps can dictate longer 
letters since they have both Fri- 
days and Saturdays—and more alibis 
to construct. And the talent sellers 
have more time to explain to their 
meal-tickets why itll have to be 
hamburgers for a while longer be- 
fore the diet goes filet mignon. 








Hollywood, Aug. 9. | 
Nod for the music spot on Holly- | Edgar Bergen around with a mike 


wood Hotel, resuming Sept. 9, went | 
to Victor Young last week 
Ward Wheelock, agency head, 
studied several other candidates, in- 
tluding Lud Gluskin and Harry Sos- 
nik. Raymond Paige batoned the 
soup show for the past three years. 

Format of the program has defi- 
nitely taken shape after considerable 
mulling by Wheelock, Producer 
Brewster Morgan and Diana Bour- 
yon, Coast production chief for the 
wency. 

Only scripter on the new program 
will be John McClain, film scenarist. 
Dramatic spot vill be confined to 
stage plays, with the agency buying 
completed scripts in the open mar- 
ket. Both old and new legiters will 
be performed. 

William Powell has been signed to 
m.c. the show for three years, in 39- 
week stanzas. Joins the program 
after the sixth broadcast, with some 


other picture name filling in mean- 
while. 
Vocalists will  ~2 Frances Lang- 


ford, oniy holdover from last season, 
and Jean Sablon, French tenor. 





Ed Davis Out of Kastor 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Ed Davis has resigned from the 
Kastor agency here where he was 
handling new business. 


after | 





J. Walter Thompson will follow 


wherever he _ vacations late this 


month. 


| son vox pop, which faded from NBC 
|earlier in the summer and which 
| gets a new bankroll in Penn To- 
| bacco, Ruthrauff & Ryan account, 
starting Oct. 1, also over NBC. 


Rubinoff’s 5th Operation 


Detroit, Aug. 9. 
Dave Rubinoff, who underwent his 
fifth operation in three months last 
week, appears to have passed the 
crisis in his long illness which began 
May 6 with an appendectomy, after 
which peritonitis et in. 








MacCormick on Own 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 
After seven years with Columbia- 
WBBM announcer Franklyn Mac- 
Cormack has gone free-lance. 
On WBBM was an especial click 
with his ‘Petic Melodies’ readings. 








Radio Baseball for N. Y. Nears: 
Lorillard Enters Sports Field 














Lorillard Co., one of the tobacco 
big four, has entered the lists as a 


heavy national spender for play-by-; 


play baseball broadcasts. It proposes 
to compete with General Mills and 
Kellogg for the rights to any and all 


big and minor league games for the | 


1939 season. One thing that this 
tobacco combine won't do is split the 
sponsorship of the game-calling 
sponsorships, as has happened in the 
case of General Mills and various oil 
}companies. As a preliminary step 
towards its new air policy Lorillard 
last week underwrote the airing of 
'the remaining games of the Sacra- 
mento club for the 1938 season over 
| KFBK. 

| Feeling current in agency circles is 
that the New York teams will ease 
off their opposition to broadcasting 
| by next season. The Yankee are ex- 


Going back to the coffee bean biz.| pected to join the Brooklyn Dodgers 


in making their games available to 
while 


sponsorship, strong pressure 
is being exerted on Horace C. Stone- 


ham, owner of the Giants, to agree to 
a broadcast alliance. Jake Ruppert, 
head of the Yankees, is reported 
ready to yield to mike offers provid- 


ing Stoneham calls off their pact 
against broadcasting and will also 
admit a gamecasting crew to the 


Yankee stadium. 
| Ruppert is credited with putting a 
price of $100,000 on the 


season’s 


rights to the Yankee game just to | 


discourage the approachers but it is 
understood that a couple commer- 
,cials have already advised that they 
|are prepared to take him up on the 
proposition. 
77, which would bring the cost of 


each game to around $1,300, a price | 


|ecusidered to be quite reasonable 
jamong agency men. 


and guest ! 


auditioned | 


Molle’s most recent program was | 


The home games figure | 


—=- 





Editor, VARIETY: 
situation as it exists today. 


in 
dependently 


contract, if the members of this 


y+ 


I believe the sensible approach 


The Affiliates and ASCAP 


I have just read your editorial ‘Changing the Tune.’ 

In my opinion you are perfectly correct in your analysis of the 
; A considerable amount of the difficulty 
between the broadcasters and ASCAP was the result of the manner 
which the negotiations were handled several years ago. 
owned stations are of a firm belief that they were jock. 
eyed into an arrangement which was not equitable. Personally, I do 
not feel the NAB is the instrument to successfully negotiate a renewal 
of the ASCAP contract for independent stations, 
IRNA could do a very much better job of negotiating a satisfactory 
nroblem from a national rather than a local selfish viewpoint 

Mud throwing from any direction will not result in any ec struc. 


tive plan satisfactory to ASCAP and the stations. I also agree with 
vou that those radio stations who are appealing to their r vr 
state legislatures are pursuing an unwise course, If the en; yright 
law is to be changed, it will only come after a long series of h: rings 
and in the end it is questionable whether the independent oad- 
casters will benefit materially. 


dent stations to agree on a platform, appoint representatives to act 
as a negotiating committee with ASCAP, and finally to conclude an 
equitable agreement for all concerned, 


—— ee 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 


Many in- 


In my opinion the 


group are willing to consider the 


for this matter is for the inde; 


Donald Withycomb, 
General Manager, WFIL.. 








Texaco Not Changing Agency? 
22 Have Wig-Wagged Account: 
Buchanan Absorbs Wertheimer 


+ 


SPEAKER BANKHEAD’S YEN. 








Dad Always Wanted To 
Be An Actor 


Tallulah’s 
Birmingham, Aug. 9. 


instead of a politician, helps station 
WAPI, Birmingham, celebrate 
16th anniversary. He recites 


by John Hay in a special program 
given at the Alabama theatre Wed. 
(10) to be picked up by CBS. Tal- 
lulah Bankhead, the actress, intro- 
duces her father on the program. 

WAPI is having a whole week of 
special programs for its anniversary. 
M. R. Runyon, vice-president of 
CBS, in the city. 


SCREEN GUILD 
DEAL IS COLD 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Benton & Bowles agency deal for 
Screen Actors Guild radio show yes- 
terday became enmeshed in a hope- 
less impasse and indications were 
that negotiations are at an end as far 
as B & B is concerned. Music Corp., 
representing SAG in the discussions, 
is expected to option the show to an- 
other agency. 

Harold Hackett, radio head of 
MCA, planed back to New York, 
which partly confirmed the report 
that the deal with B & B is mackerel- 
cold. Several other agencies are re- 
ported interested in the program, 
from which Motion Picture Relief 
Fund would receive $10,000 weekly 
for 39 weeks. ; 


RADIO REGATTA 


A Bit of an Oversight Is Corrected 
for Chi’s Greater Glory 




















Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Due to the fact that radio as an 
industry had been overlooked in the 
present ‘Greater Chicago’ exploita- 
tion and publicity campaign, it has 





Speaker W. B. Bankhead, whose | 
early ambition was to be an actor} 


its } 

his | 
. ‘ eo! 

| favorite passage from ‘Jim Bledsoe 





ee 


Texas Co. will decide within the 
coming week on the network show 
it will this fall. It is 
|reported that the number of adver- 


underwrite 


have 
the past 
amounted to 
22, while the number of shows au- 
ditioned or presented on paper fig- 
ures close to 40. 

| Despite the heavy scramble for 
| the Texaco business, the indications 
}at the Texaco headquarters Monday 
| (8) were that there would be no 
|change in agencies. Account has 
| been with the present agency repre- 
sentation for seven years, with the 
|latter passing through two firm name 
changes and mergers in that time. 
From Hanff-Metzger it became Bu- 
chanan & Co. On Aug. 1 the latter 
| merged with the L. D. Wertheimer 
| Co. 

Texaco proposes to make it an 
| hour's program and the choice of 
time left to the account on the NBC 
red and CBS are the spots opposite 
Fred Allen Wednesday night and 
the Lux theatre Monday night. Oil 
refiner’s current leaning is toward 
the Lux opposition. 


¢. W. HILL IN 
GESTURE 10 
KAY KYSER 


Rather unusual for radio is the 
new termer George Washington Hill, 
head of American Tobacco (Lucky 
Strike) gave to Kay Kyser, his 
maestro on the L. S. show. Hill 
voluntarily upped Kyser’s income. 

Tobacco tycoon summoned his 
‘Musikal Kollege’ maestro last week 
and unostentatiously stated that he 
(Hill) was getting more than he 
originally bargained for, hence he'd 
tear up the present pact, increase it, 


agencies which 
the 


several 


| tising gone 


after account during 


months have 














been decided to convert the coming | 


and option him for three more years 
on top of it. New deal exceeds 
$1,200,000 for the entire period. Hal 


water show on Lake Michigan into | Hackett, radio head of Music Corp. 


a mammoth ‘Radio Regatta,’ 


While the program still calls for 
water spectacle, racing, yachting 
ete. the theme of the regatta will 
be based on Chicago as a key 
in the radio industry 
for this ‘Regatta’ : 
from 


town 
Cooperation 
is being obtained 
radio set manufacturers, net- 
works, stations, advertise 
| cies, etc. 


rs, ad agen- 


George Donoghue of the 


Chicag 
| Park District, ch hicago 


_ vn airman of this pro- 
stam, called a general meeting of 
newspaper men, radio chieftains and 
| Manufacturers at luncheon on Fri- 
| day (5) to discuss the set-up for the 
i ‘radio regatta.’ 


| Kyser’s management. 


of America, intermediaryed in it, as 





| ve 
Girl Tours Baseball 
9 ~ 
| Spots for Gen’l Mills 
Atlanta, Aug. 9. 
| Helen Detweiler, femme radio 
|spieler, paused in Atlanta Saturday 
| (6) and gave Joe Hill, WAGA base 
(ball announcer, a lift in double- 
|header between Atlanta Crackers 
and New Orleans Pelicans. 
Girl is making swing around 
| where General Mills are sponse” 
broadcasts of games. She interview 
‘rival managers before game. 
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CAB. Adopts Showman Classification Tl ‘Al CTATIONG Ballard & Ballard, Active as Sponsor, 














Of Air Programs as Sel by Variety’ 10K NOMINATED: To Apply for Radio Station 








Recent comprehensive report (cov-| Serial Drama. ; 
ering October to April data) issued | Audience Participation . They Inspired Idea 
py the sane sempre neem Raed ro tebe eye Music. Present Desperation for New bah ao 
roadcasting for the first time makes | assical Music. 
a emputations on program types from | Popular Music. | Pro grams Draws Re- Stations which to date have 
the showman’s viewpoint. That is, | — Music. newed Attention to the sent in pene data for the 
rograms are classified as music, | ommentators and Talks . as of 10Cal programs to be 
a. etc., in accordance with their | Popular Singers. Place of the Local Station filed and maintained by 
predominant content (which is the| Daytime sroup includes: | In Germinating Produc- a ae 
rman j ‘ , CAB: Drama-Serial Drama ° CCO, Minneapolis-St. Paul, 

way a showman judges them). C.A ud. . : oleae 
method was adopted from method Semi-Classical Music. tion Patterns WGR-WKBW, Buffalo; _KSFO, 
employed in the Variety Rapio Dr- Hymns. a | San Francisco; WN EW, New 
rectory whose breakdowns were Popular Music. | ‘ F |} York City; KSL, sal* Lake City; 
carefully scanned by the C.A.B. Children’s Programs. VARIETY’S’ FILE | hpi ervey: 528 % Sais 
Adoption by the C.A.B. of the Variety. a Sr oe ee coe 


Pe. Se en Band Music. City; WOR, New York City; 
showman viewpoint marks the first KLZ, Denver; KIRNT-WMT- 





Classical Music. Dissemination of information on 





Lo \ ( 

Pu ec Serv e | ( 
Lou lle c¢ ) I I € 
Thru 1 B. Mort I 
Decke i inte i 

YY F + 
week Officers of the prop ed ‘ 
tion are all officials of Ballard & 
Ballard, flour millers, and intend t 
apply for a license to operate a 100- 
watt station in Louisville. Licensed 
for capital of $25,000. 

Ballard & Ballard has used radio 


quite extensively in the past, hav- 
ing sponsored the Ballard Chefs and 











; any of radio’s major fact- ‘ = fetoke Jug Band »ver WHAS for years, and 
time that an} 3 maj . News and Commentators. oR wag ee a Se KSO, Iowa Network; WHK- made a pra:tice of sending the col- 
finding bodies (including network ‘ radio programs and ideas has always . - iat made a practice of sending the c¢ 
— al departments) has broken Talks. | ait be WCLE, Cleveland; WFAA, Dal- red quartette and band on a p.a 
statistica 7“ ld pa Riser pa Familiar Music. | been radio’s weak spot. Paradox- las; KOIN, Portland; WCKY, tour of several Southern states, play- 
» = bon ée Bes — . . ae ne , ¥ ° ‘ ae 4 . ul ) \ ‘ N ULT rl al » Dla 
wg Pong . Men: yw ph pape Network system ir many cases in- | 1°29 Variety finds it weaker today Cincinnati; WKRC, Cincinnati; Maa Mneaiah ailamin San Mite wns 
r Ss ‘ . —s , ‘ rar ‘ = . + ., ‘ bee eae ae | ti LOW vine! { uur Manu- 
of sp gg ra eas ate hae a volves breaking shows down into so- | than ever—at a time w hen the quiz |} WGAR, Clev+.and. Quality and facturers had a distributor 
categories that any easy —_ and-so many minutes of music, so-|'™#@nia shows every sign of burning || diversity of these listing: Company recently signed Ed Mc- 
the data was impossible. Networks 3. -,, | itself to a crisp without leaving a | : aq stab] ek ae igi a, lag bares ned Ed Mc 
ly have a thousand and one and-so many m:nvtes of comedy, ete., | |” wig ay te g a); wr pted the establishment of Connell for a show in hehalf of Bal- 
not only have sa | and then distributing these ti ceo, | 800d replacement idea in its embers. | the file in permanent form faa tiaeee wilitok Gal etiie i 
breakdowns, but additionally they 5 “se ume seg It’s got t | : there agency > lnrd biscuits, which will ride out of 
7 ; Y| ments into categories. Neither NBC|*'S 8°! to the point where agency | Any other station, wishing to Cincinn: the late morning hou 
change the names of categories so ‘RS 7 ; o execs, having pulled their hair thin, | 1 - , Cincinnati In tre late morning hour 
ften that the data is well-night un }or CBS has ever devised a system | ;- de sensi l th C.A B.., | eer eee eee ee a TO each Thursday anc. Saturday for 15 
c ‘e a . ° l spere ¢ > ° _ . A 
ieeeashile =i | that would suit the competitor net- | 7 - Sprig call up  ¢ a ee terial. But note: minutes, Deal was worked out by 
11 | work, with the result that compari- Rage eet ~ Peer nga ve me ve Material should not be sent to Frank Ferrin, radio production chief- 
y 7 | . ay Ve sc > a = 
C.A.B. now has evening and 11 | sons produced little more than utter 3 a ve stumbled on some gooc Variety ./ithout first obtaining tain of the Henri, Hurst & McDon- 
daytime categories. The post-sun-/ confusion. C.A.B. says of its method | local shows. the necessary blanks and format ak anenee. 
down group includes: | that ‘every effort has been made to| Local shows, it begins to appear, for ‘he proper writing-up of the - ——- 
Variety. | avoid a purely statistical concept of |@re radio's life-blood. Amateur hour data. Material not complying Jimmie Fidler will do a P & G 
Comedy. a program and to visualize it rather | 8°t started locally. So did the quiz with the format is useless. r peater for the Coast so that he can 
Drama. from the producer’s standpoint.’ (Continued on page 36) | ——th't the east earlier. 




















‘ =SCOPE OF LOCAL DATA= 


1. Title of program. 

2. Age of program. 

3. Past sponsorship, if any. 

4. Record of programs in terms of: (a) 
mail returns; (b) contests; (c) tele- 


phone calls; (d) any other measure- 
ment. DESCRIBE FULLY. 


5. Time of day program was aired. 


Broadcasters ! 


Register those local sta- 


tion programs suitable 6. Size of cast needed (state minimum- 
maximum). 

for national sponsorship 7. Production cost (exclusive of time 
cost). 

with the New York office 8. Describe idea of program completely, 


but tersely. 


State merchandising possibilities, 
tie-ins, etc. 
10. Suggest type of sponsor for whom 


“A RIE TY such show would be suitable. 


ll. Are sample scripts or recordings 
154 West 46th Street available? 


WARNINGS: 


Do not send in any shows too new to 


of 9. 





Write for sample form to 





fill out—NO CHARGE, have a performance record. 


BUT YOU MUST USE Do not make misstatements unless you 
want to take the rap when the agency 


VARIETY’S’ OWN FILE finds you out. 
FORM. Do not send in information unless it is 
complete. 
Do not send in any programs over 
which there is a controversy with 
another station, or a controversy of 
ad any kind. 








FREE PROGRAM REGISTRY 


of Local Productions Suitable for National Sponsorship—A New Variety Service 


Advertisers ! 


A file of local radio sta- 
tion programs is in proc- 
ess of creation and will 
hereafter be kept up to 
date at the New York 


offices of 


"ARIETY 


154 West 46th Street 


Full data, uniformly as- 
sembled, with price quo- 
tations, records as to 
age, history and natu~e 


of the programs. 
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TURNING CURIOU 





One-Man Investigation of How Would-Be Dramatic 
People Strike Out When Auditioned by Agencies 
—All Too Versatile—Punish Hearers with Shake- 
speare and Ibsen—Dramatic Schools Blah 


7 
hours Fred Baer Peeved 


Every week hundreds of 
are wasted at networks, stations and 


advertising agencies by earnest 
young seekers after auditions for 
speaking parts on air shows. This 
waste occurs chiefly because audi- 


tioners: 


1. Don’t spend enough time 
ting the proper audition material. 

2. Don’t use the right kind of ma- 
terial. 

3. Try to 
versatility. 

4. Lack sincerity in their reading 
of lines. 

5. Waste time with extraneous ex- 
planations of what they are doing. 

6. Try to do all kinds of dialects 
when they can’t do even one well. 

7. Don’t know how to handle com- 
mercials. 

That’s what a former network 
exec discovered when, as a new- 
comer to the talent repping biz, he 
became impressed with the over- 
whelming futility of most auditions 
and most efforts, particularly of in- 
dividuals, to get on the casting lists 
of program-builders. Ben Pratt, ex 
of NBC, now with Harris & Steele, 
is the gent who has been devoting 
himself to some open field explora- 
tion of this phase of the many-sided 
production picture. 

Pratt quotes some casting direc- 
tors and production people as au- 
thority for his findings. Says John 
E. McMillin of Compton: 

‘The many people who come in for 
auditions fail to realize our need for 
people who can read commercials 
well. Somehow they feel either it 


demonstrate too much 


is no trick to read a commercial or | re 
not | ° 


that reading commercials is 
worthy of their talents. If they 
were smart they would concentrate, 


because if they get their foot in the} 


door commercials there is no 


reason 


by 


Frankly, however, most of our shows 


are fully cast when we buy them, | 


and we seldom have to look for 
players except possibly for bit parts.’ 
Practical Hints 


Florence Sperle, casting director 
of the same organization, 
case in 
that are summarized as follows: 

1. Do not try to do too much. Do 
not think you can cover every- 
thing in dramatics even if you have 
been told so. 

2. Time the audition to last ap- 
proximately four minutes, but have 
extra material available. 

3. Use better judgment in the se- 
lection of the material and try to 
pick out readings that are suitable 
tor broadcasting. Do not use heavy 
readings unless you have a natural 
aptitude for them. Forget affecta- 
tion. 

4. Let us know how you talk in 
casual conversation. 
are interested in 
simplicity. 

5. Give us only your best charac- 
‘erizations. 

6. Do not give dialect unless you 
ire extremely good in this field. 

7. Do not dramatize too heavily 
ind if you are young do not try for 
1d parts, because such interpreta- 
sions seldom ring true. 

Bob Welsh and Mrs. Florence 
Ryder of Young & Rubicam find 
people from dramatic schools seem 
continually bent on over-acting. 
They seem to think affectation is a 
substitute for conversation. Given 
a commercial to read they read it 
in such a way that disbelief is im- 
mevcliate. 

K. W. Schullinger, director of 
Lord & Thomas, found that most 
candidates try to spread themselves 
all over the histrionic map. Few 
have any conception of what good 
dialect is and yet nearly all come in 
with claims that they can do every- 
thing. Generally speaking they 
would be better off by taking four 
minutes and doing one good charac- 
terization, than trying to do eight 
characterizations in eight minutes. 

Hershell Williams, of Ruthrauff & 


naturalness 


Ryan, thinks: ‘If they had any 
imagination they could work up 
some material of their own, which 


would be just as effective as some 


get- | 


| Only’ 





As Man in Same Biz 
Subbed by Vitalis 


Fred Baer of the Ghost 
Writers’ Bureau, has threatened some 
sort of action against Bristol-Myers 
as outgrowth of tonight’s (Wednes- 
day) installment of Vitalis’ ‘For Men 
on the NBC-red (WEAF). 
Pedlar & Ryan, the agency involved, 





operator 


|expressed itself as puzzled by all the 


° ° . . | 
pother since, according to its version, } 


| Baer had agreeably withdrawn from | 


the booking after they couldn’t get 
together on the material. What the 
agency interpreted as significant was | 
that the parting was okay with Baer | 
until the agency brought in Samuel | 
Michelson, of the Ghost Writers’ Ser- | 
vice, as the substitute for the spot. | 
3aer and Michelson have been bitter 
business rivals for some time. 

Baer didn’t want to go on with the 
assignment when the agency sought | 
to have him set the scene for a prod- 
uct plug in his script. The ghoster 
held that the twist would be con-| 
strued as an endorsement for Vitalis. | 
P & R then cancelled the appear- | 
ance, citing the provision in the firm | 
booking, which states that the mate- 
rial to be used on the broadcast is 
subject to mutual agreement. 


§, TALENT BIZ NEWCOMER 
SKS WHY ACTORS CAN'T CRASH GATES 























| 


New Chicago Transcription Scale 





$18 Per Man Per 15 Mins. Disc to Be Recorded 
Within 90 Mins. 


> 





Far Away Up Close 


Washington, Aug. 9. 
Although he rode a good part 
of the time in the special car, 
Clyde Hunt, WJSV engineer, 
didn’t get a peek at the Presi- 
dent en famille during the re- 
cent cross-country jaunt, 


| 





Work kept the technician, 
who went along to supervise 
the public address system as 


well as the CBS pick-ups, so 
busy he couldn’t gander despite 
the apparently unusual oppor- 
tunity to see F.D.R. at close 
range. Whenever the Chief Exec 


was speaking from the back 
platform, Hunt was hanging 
over the knobs and indicators 


of the apparatus installed in the 
dining compartment of the 
private car, 











} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


CALL RCA ADS 
IN AT GOVT | 
DEMAND 


|of N.A.B., 


Washington, Aug. 9. 

Advertising reform is promised by | 
RCA Manufacturing Co. under threat | 
of Federal punishment. Misleading | 
representations in the sale of radios 
will be discontinued, according to| 


| stipulation with the Federal Trade | 


What the agency wanted Baer to | Commission this week. | 


say was that a successful speaker | 
required, in addition to a good script, 


Camden producers agreed to stop 
using certain advertising matter fea- | 


| was a good general appearance. Lat-| turing a purported bargain price 
| ter was to be taken as the cue for! which suggests the set can be bought | 


the announcer 
atement that good appearance in- 


to come in with a} 


| at that sum, when this is not a fact. 
| Government sleuths found that cer- 


| cludes smart grooming of the hair,| tain advertised receivers were not | 


|and for the right and smart hair-| purchasable at retail for the adver- 


why they cannot later get} 
regular places on some of our Casts. 


put the} 
rules for dramatic people | 


comb Vitalis is the very thing. 





Reisman Returning 





Likely that contract will be signed 
later this week for Leo Reisman’s 
| orch to work for Lucky Strike on 
a ‘Hit Parade’ series this fall. 

Reisman 
nut Grove, Los Angeles, 
run out the summer there. 
to New York will be Sept. 5. 


Return 





of the readings we hear. For in- 
stance, they could give a thirty-sec- 
ond monolog of a mother talking to 
the doctor about her child’s illness. 
Or the conversation of a girl who 
has just flirted with a man on a bus. 
Many of the people who come in for 
auditions are intelligent, but they 





| do not demonstrate their intelligence. | 


| Only about one out of ten come in 

| with a well organized audition pro- 
| duction.’ 

Frank W. Lander, casting director 

of B.B.D.&0O., thinks it’s not neces- 


Remember, we | sary to set the scenes in such detail 
and | and wishes 


actors 
Shakespeare in 
Ibsen. 


would leave Mr. 
his grave. 











Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 
Lengths a station will go to keep 

performers (cuffo) happy and pro- 

grams on the air during the summer 


was demonstrated at WDAS. this 
week. Pat Stanton, g.m., announced 


Sunday morning kids’ show will be 
broadcast from the roof of the build- 
ing. 

Mothers were complaining that 
their moppets were missing fresh air 
and sunshine while going through 
lengthy rehearsals and broadcasts in 
the studio and the number of par- 
ticipants was gradually decreasing 
So Stanton had lines installed and a 
piano trundled up to the roof. 

Show will continue from the hot- 
spot as long as the weather and sun- 
burn lotion holds out. 

Meanwhile WIP will repeat in the 


is current at the Cocoa-| 
and will} 


Also | 


tised amount and that buyer had to 
take added equipment at extra cost 
to get the benefit of the special op- 
portunity. Ads did not make this 
clear, FTC charges. Stipulation pro- 
| vides that featured price must be 
hitched to suitable explanation that 
| the combined or total cost is consid- 
erably higher. 


U. S. RUBBER MAY 
TRY RADIO AGAIN 


U. S. Rubber is in the market for 
a network program. New York of- 
fice of Campbell-Ewald has the ac- 
count, 


Wanted is something other than a 
dramatic show or novelty idea. Last 
web spread sponsored by U. S. Rub- 














CBS, which wound up early this 
summer, 





Hal Burdick’s night editor contract 
on NBC Pacific Coas‘ Red extended 
|through September by Cardinet 
Candy through Tomaschke-Elliott 
‘agency. 





No Coin but Lots of Fresh Air 


fall the classes it ran last season 
for would-be radio dramatic artists. 
Last year’s course of 16 weeks was 

| attended by about 40 students select- 
ed from 300 amateur theatre groups 
n Philly. 

Plans this season are for a smaller 
and more select group. There will 
be probably only about 20 students 
in a 12-week session, according to 
iMarx Loeb, production manager, 
who is This 
nate baggage for the 
could find no Kids, 
when they fin'sh the school provide 
source of cuffo talent. 

In addition to WIP staff assigned 
vill heul 
peakers from ‘agencies 


in charge. 
extra 


will elimi- 
whom 


station spot. 


to lecture, station 


in guest 


ber was the Ben Bernie program on | 


N.A.B.’S K. C. MEETING 


Gillin Plugs Bureau of Copyrights— 
Miller, Kirby Attend 








Kansas City, Aug. 9. 

Gathering of the 10th district con- 
tingent of the National Association 
of Broadcasters in Kansas City last 
weekend developed into a rejuvena- 
tion session for the association’s bu- 
reau of copyrights. John J. Gillin, | 
Jr., of WOW, Omaha, who presided, 
gave it as his opinion that the bu- 
reau was far from dead, and 15 new 
members later subscribed to the NAB 
adjunct. 

Meeting had about 50 in attend- 
ance. NAB Prez Neville Miller came | 
on with Phil Loucks, counsel, and | 
Ed Kirby, public relations director. | 
Miller goes on to Wichita to speak at | 


the regional meeting there. | 








Wichita, Aug. 9. 

Plans are under way to organize 
America’s radio facilities to such an 
extent that at least the N.A.B.’s en- 
tire membership of 400 stations 
might snap into action upon almost 
a moment’s notice in times of 
emergency, Neville Miller, president 
said at a Rotary Club 
luncheon, held here Monday. Herb 
Hollister, manager of KANS, is 
Twelfth district director. Entire 
talk was broadcast over KANS. 

Attending conference sessions were 
Ed Kirby, Phil Loucks, Gene O’Fal- 





| 
| lon, of KFEL, Denver. 


Kirby and Loucks went to Tulsa | 
for dedication ceremonies marking | 
start of full-time operations for} 
KVOO. 

Others in attendance were: Ellis 
Atteberry, KCKN, Kansas City, Kas.; 
Owen W. Balch, KCKN; N. E. Vance, 
Jr.. and Merle H. Tucker, KSAL, | 
Salina; Karl Troegglen, WIBW, To- | 
peka; E. E. Ruehlen, KVEB, Great | 
Bend: K. W. Pyle and R. K. Linds- | 
ley, KFBI, Abilene; Jack Whitney, | 
KADA, Ada, Okla.; Phil McKnight 
and Jack Todd, KANS. 


‘Backstage Wife’ To 
| Hit English Audience | 
| In Blackett Invasion 








‘Backstage Wife,’ dramatic serial, 
|is being recorded in England for | 
| ethering beginning early in October 
| from Luxemburg. Is the first of the | 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert shows 
| being readied for British listeners. 
| Several musical offerings planned to 
| be produced next. 

Frank and Anne Hummert re- 

turned to the U. S. about three 
weeks ago after setting up a London 
| office for the agency. 


—— Quintax on Mutual 


| 








Vadsco Sales Co., for Quintax cold | 
tablets, starts sponsoring ‘Court of 
| Human Relations’ over eight Mutual | 
| Stations on Oct. 9. Account recently 
'went to Lawrence Gumbinner 
|agency. 

WOR, WGN, WCAE, WSAI and 
|WSYR will carry the show live. | 
|WNAC, WTIC and WCSH will pick | 
|up and wax the programs for later | 
| broadcasting. 


WIP’S MARATHON SPONSOR 


Block 














Adams Clothes Buys 12-Hour 
Each Week 





WDAS Heeds Mothers’ Squawks That Cuffo Loves' | 
Not Getting Their Oxygen | 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 

Radio marathon was set this week 
with purchase of a 12-hour block a 
|; week by Adams Clothes on WIP. | 
Show, which starts Sept. 19, will run | 
two hours a night, six nights a week. | 
It will consist entirely of pop re- 
cording with an emcee. Termer is 
for 13 weeks with usual renewal op- 
tion. 

Three hour nightly show was tried 
by a drug chain an WPEN several 
months aso, but fizzled after a couple 
of weelss. Started out with quantities 
of live talent and remotes, de- 
generated to discs and then faded. 





Frisked at Door 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Practically a convention of the 
Petry company here last week. 
Ed Petry, the roving New Yorker. 
and Joe Spadea, the Detroit button- 


holer, in for confabs with Ed Voy- 
now, the local Simon Legree. 


| Crosby 


Chicago, Aug, 9. 

New rates for musicians on com. 
mercial discs go into effect as of 
Sept. 15, according to scale set up by 
the American Federation of My. 
sicians. New scale calls for $18 per 
man for a 15-minute recording to be 
made in 90 minutes, and $24 for a 
30-minute platter to be made within 
180 minutes, Overtime on both cate. 
gories calls for $6 for every addi- 
tional 15 minutes. Audition record. 
ings call for $9 per man. 

New scale replaces former Set-up 
which was a flat $30 for three hours 
and $50 for six hours of work. 

While the new rates go into ef- 
fect on Sept. 15, they are being set 
merely for a three-month period as a 


trial and it is possible that the scale 


will be changed at the end of that 
period. 


DETROIT CUTS 
OUT RADIO 
COLUMNS 





Detroit, Aug. 9, 
Through pact signed late last week, 
all three Detroit dailies yesterday 
(8) dropped radi. columns, notes 
and chatter from daily and Sunday 
editions. Will run only program list- 


ings hereafter, and that in agate, 
Decision didn’t come as complete 


surprise, since the News (WWJ) re- 
cently slashed radio pages from two 
to one on Sundays and less than page 
daily; and Times (Hearst) and Free 
Press likewise cut ozone stuff in 
half. 

Earlier slash, coming on heels of 
similar action by several other sheets 
throughout country, had been ex- 
pected to be extent of pruning, but 
newspaper advertising continued to 
slump in past six months, with re- 
sult three sheets have been grad- 
ually slashing editorial content and 
stacking ads plenty. Papers have 
been moaning past six months about 
hefty drop in their ad revenue, while 
networks’ biz continued upward. 

Extent of damage to sheets’ circu- 
lation won’t be known for some 
time, although further loss in ad 
revenue may eusue, if several plans 
materialize for strictly radio <heets, 
brewing here for some time now. 
Radio stations undecided on r2leas- 
ing program skeds to such sheets or 
already-established handouts, - still 
hoping that dailies will reconsider 
action when biz picks up this fall. 

News apparently is sacrificing the 
most in its deal with Free Press and 
Times, since it operates Station WWJ 
which carries many promotional 
programs for the News and now will 
not have benefit of free publicity on 
the News radio pages. However, it’s 
expected sheet wil. carry, in other 
columns, stories about special WWJ 
stunts ballying the News. 

Although activities not entirely 
set, it's likely sheets’ radio eds will 
remain on papers’ payrolls in other 
capacities. Thus, it appears Pat 
Dennis, who’s also real estate ed for 
the Times, will ccrfine self to that 
branch, while Eddie Guest, who 
handled a Sunday column for the 
Free Press, is expected to continue 
on sheet’s ~eportorial staff. Herschell 
Hart, who had a wide following as 
daily columnist for News, has chance 
to go back to editorial side, from 
whence he came ten years ago. 





WEST MEETS EAST 
BY AUDITION WAX 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
have been 
for agency 


Four waxed 
shipped east 
inspection, 

J. Walter Thompson has a Larry 
original, ‘Do You Want to 
Be a Writer,’ making the rounds. Al 
Rosen says Ovaltine is interested in 
his ‘Roadway to Hollywood, and 
Rube Wolf is hoping for a_ petrol 
backing. Benton & Bowles’ entry is 


auditions 


from here 


a half-hour show with Joe E. Brown 
and Harry Sosnik’s 


orchestra. 











sons- 
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Petrillo Union Mouthpiece For CBS 


Employees in Chi; 


Others to Follow? 





Chicago, Aug. 9. 


With announcers 


commencing with the third year of| 
sound effects; the three-year agreement. 
men and production men of Colum- | 


However, Petrillo so far has re- 


bia Broadcasting System within the| frained from organizing the men in 


jurisdiction of the Chicago Federa- | 


tion of Musicians, the announcers, 
sound effects and production men at | 


other studios may fall to James C.| 


Petrillo also 

Petrillo »btained for the C slumbia 
boys a 20% increase above the exist- 
ing scale, plus a further 10% raise 


other studios, stating that the Co- 
| lumbia men were organized strictly 


to prevent them from being — 


over by a union which Petrillo | 
claims is CIO-controlled. 





Don Prindle renewed as Joe Pen- 
ner’s gag writer 








Werner Back to WXYZ; 


Now Has 2 Conductors 
Detroit, Aug. 9. 

Eduard Werner, director of Michi- 
gan theatre symph, rejoins musical 
staff at WXYZ this week and will 
conduct three half-hour concert pro- 
grams weekly over King-Trendle 
station and its Michigan w-b. Left 


station about three years ago to de-' 


vote full time to theatre. 

Expected Werner will also baton 
theatre band when, and if, theatre 
resumes vaude, with switch of 
| broadcast time to avoid conflict with 
overtures. Werner’s return to WXYZ 
doesn’t affect Benny Kyte, who sticks 


as musical director of station 





BBD&O in Cleveland 


Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn 
agency will open a branch office in 
Cleveland in October. Clarence 
Davis, v.p. with the firm, will take 
charge. 

New regional will give BBDO of- 
fices in New York, Chicago, Buffalo, 
Pittsburgh, Minneapolis and Boston. 


_— 








Ruth Doerr Joins WCAU 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 
Ruth Doerr, singer, set with WCAU 
and will be heard in a series of pro- 
srams with Robert Golden and his 


house band. 








_—— 











For the seventh successive month of 1938, NBC net- 


work business increased over 1937 to all-time highs. 


In July the NBC Red Network advertising volume ran 


74% 


interesting and important to you... 





ahead of its closest competitor. But even more 


inter and Summer, advertisers 


affirm their recognition of NBC as the 


world’s greatest broadcasting system. NBC 


carries eight of the ten highest rated shows. 


Sponsors know that the audience main- 


tained by NBC throughout the Summer 


cuarantees a flying start for Fall programs. 


Winter AND Summer they say it 
with Orders... NBC is the World’s 


Greatest Broadcasting System 


A SERVICE OF THE RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA 





| comedian, for 


No Libel In 
Legal Brief 
Vs. O'Keefe 


Suit brought by Walter O'Keefe, 
$100,000 libel] 
Maxwell Hawkins, radio Script 
writer, and the latter’s agent, Nor. 
man C,. White, was dismis sed Friday 





against 


(5) by N. Y. supreme court Just tice 
McGoldrick. Action was an out. 
growth of the  unsuccesst suit 
brought by Hawkins and White 
| against O’Keefe, Hesse & ieee Caffery 
lagents, and RKO, for alleged pl wiar. 
lism of the script, ‘R ‘ling Stones? 
which Hawkins claims he wrote for 
the defendants and which O'Keefe 
is alleged to have peddled to RKO 
for the pictures, without vkins’ 
okay. 

O’Keefe sued on the grounds that 
tle allegations made by Hawkins and 
White in the original action were 





|tory broadcast 
; new 








libelous. Hesse 
sued on the 


and McCaffery also 
same grounds for $50,000. 


Latter action was also dismi ssed, the 
court holding that che alle ons in 
the complaint were m: teri “y to the 


Hawkins-White suit and could not 
be held libelous. 

Encore ‘Aldrich’ Character 
On the Rudy Vallee Hour 


Ezra Stone will do his third guest 


shot on the Vallee show tomorrow 
night (Thursday) in another Henry 
Aldrich sketch. This one will be 
tabbed ‘Henry Aldrich at the Dinner 
Table’ and will include the same 
cast of Be‘ty Field as sister, Leah 


Penman as mother and Clyde Fill- 
more as father. Piece is by Clifford 
Goldsmith, whose legit comedy, 
‘What A Life’ at the Biltmore, I. Y, 
also has Henry Aldrich as leading 
character. 

‘Dinner Table’ was originally 
scheduled for Aug. 25, but on only 
three days’ notive was moved two 


weeks ahead when another piece 
for the program fell through. Janet 
Cohen, of Brandt & Brandt, handles 


| Goldsmith. 


Unveil KSFO’ S New Face 


San F:: Aug. 9. 
Hour-long transcontinental dedica- 
marked opening of 
Columbia-KSFO studios atop 
Palace hotel Friday (12) at 7 p.m. 
Opening was postponed a day to 
allow presence of a plane-load of 
Hollywood notables on the broadcast, 
including Lud Gluskin, Tito Guizar, 
Jo Stafford’s Pied Pipers and the 
Sineone Singers. KSFO _ band, 
headed by Jack Meakin, provided 
background. 

Show also included Frisco’s first 
radio preview of a new Hollywood 
film, title of which was kept secret 
until air time. Other special pro- 
grams included dancecast from 11 to 
12 midnight, in which Paul Pen- 
darvis Palace hotel orchestra was 
greeted by special numbers piped in 
from all other Columbia bands up 
and down the coast, and regular Art 
of Conversation broadcast which 
originated here under Tom Brene- 
man. 


incisco, 


Jim Turner Promoted 
Nashville, Aug. 9. 
Jim Turner has been made director 
of WSIX. Replaces Reggie Martin, 
now manager of WJNO, West Palm 
Beach, Fla. 
Till his promotion, 
been bossing special 
newscasting on WSIX. 


Turner had 
events and 
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‘Hoary Jaffe of N. Y. Single Gladiator 
For AFRA at the St. Louis Probe 





St. Louis, Aug. 9. 
j Gabbers in St. Louis radio stations 
double as actors and singers, accord- 
ing to testimony given last week by 

‘messes in the AFRA hearing be- 
this Examiner J. J. Fitzpatrick 
web NLRB in the Federal building. 
¢ ry Jaffe, New York, counsel and 
aise of AFRA, started the ball 
rolling Thursday (4) by testifying 
that the local branch was chartered 
] . Dec. 29 and opened negotiations 
with employers last March. 

kes the posi':on that it represents 
: who speak, sing o~ act before the 
mike whether they be staff members 
or freelance workers W hile the man- 
agements contend the duties of gab- 
pers are different from other work- 
pe and have raised the question 
whether they should be included in 
a separate bargaining unit. 

Jaffe, questioned b, John R. Green, 
counsel for KSD, said that contracts 


include announcers, covering only 
actors and singers on s- staining pro- 
grams. He testified, however, that 
gabbers had been included in the 


Y a 


bargaining unit in contracts with 
several independent stations. 

Defer to AFM 
Jaffe also said tiat news com- 


put that he expected no trouble with 
the ClO-affiliated American News- 
paper Guild on that point. In 
the AFM Jaffe said AFRA would 
cases.’ 

Don Phillips, gabber at KMOX, 
local outlet of CBS web, and presi- 
dent of the St. Louis branch of 
AFRA; followed Jzffe to the stand 
and corroborated the statement that 
gabbers double as singers and actors. 
- He testified the duties of the three 
types of performers are interchange- 
able, that announcer sometimes act 
before the mike, actors sing and 
singers take dramatic parts. 

R. W. Chubb, counsel for KMOX, 


that acting was a very small part and 





AFRA | 


| Adelaide 


with the principal radio nets did not 


the | 
event of a jurisdictio-a! dispute with | 


give way to the tooters in ‘borderline | 


sought to show on cross-examination | 


| AFRA 


incidental to announcers’ principal 
duties by reading a part of a script 


for a children’s program and asking | 


Phillips, ‘Is that dramatics?’ ‘Not 


the way you read it,’ was Phillips’ | 
comeback. Chub asked Phillips to | 


give his performance of the part, but 
Examiner Fitzpatri-k nixed the 
benefit performance with the dec- 
laration that ‘This may be very 
amusing to the spectators, but it is 


adding nothing in determining the 
issues.” 


Y the two-day sessicn 
Saturday (6) to permit 
agers to attend a 
of the NAB .n 
witnesses who iostantil: 
contentions were Allen Anthony. 
chief staff KWK: Miss 
Tarrant, freelance actress 
and warbler; Alexander Buchan. 
former WEW gabber: Dave Ward. 
former KSD gabber, and Miss Coyita 
Buach, KSK songbird. 

Jaffe is 


interrupted 
station man- 





gional meeting 


Kansas City, other 


tea Jalle 


gabber for 


the battle of 
Single-handed while a large 
jarray of legal talent represent 
KMOX, KSD, KWK and WEW, the 
local stations involved. The 
petition involving employes of WIL 
| was dismissed Friday (5) when Jaffe 
|said members of AFRA had been 
| dismissed. AFRA claims a member- 


fighting 


unions 


|including 11 gabbers, 2 staff actors, 
16 staff warblers and 29 freelance 
singers and actors. 

| Hearing was resumed Monday (8) 
with Jaffe calling more witnesses. 


CHEVROLET WAXERS 
OFF THE AIR AUG. 31 


Chevrolet will not renew its 
| waxed ‘Musical Moments’ _ series 


| when the thrice-weekly 





| At present ‘Moments’ is spread over 
365 stations. 

It is unlikely that the account will 
be on the air at all this fall. 


mentators should belong to AFRA, | ship of 131 in St. Louis, KMOX top- | 


|ping the list with 58, the membership | 


15-minute 
discs expire nationally on Aug. 31. | 





Double-Jointed 





St. Louis, Aug. 9. 

Henry Jaffe called himself as 
expert witness at the AFRA 
hearings. It was his first ex- 
perience on receiving end, and 
he was cross-examined for five 
hours by the 10 opposing at- 
torneys. 

He frequently made objec- 
tions to their questions. Didn't 
object to any of his own ques- 
tions to himself, however. 











| 


JALLOPY- ERA 
RADIOS 579 
ON FARMS 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 

200,000 farm 
just completed for Philco showed 
that with highest percentage of radio 
ownership of any group in the coun- 
try vet Philco figures farms to be 
the biggest single market for new 


Survey of 


sets 

Radios are owned by 93.7% of the 
group, which is the more prosperous 
agricultural classification, as the sur- 
vey was limited to those families 
|}having electrified farms. Less than 
6.4% didn’t own a radio. 

Why set manufacturers consider 
this a good market, however, is fact 
|that only 12.1% of the radios were 
less than a year old. Sets which were 
one or two years old amounted to 
| 31%: three, four and five years old, 
25.1%, and over six years old, 31.8%, 
largest single grouping. More than 
half of all radios owned, 56.9% were 
over three years old 


Tums Off-the-Line 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 
Kastor agency has contracted with 
the RCA Victor studios here ior off- 
the-line recordings of the Tums 
‘Vocal Varieties’ show starting -Aug. 
25. 





Show will be spotted around coun- 
trv to augment the NBC pluggings. 


families | 


—— 


Six Salesmen, Who Formed ‘Union, 


Re-Classified as Outsiders; Simon 
Sees Unionization Nipped in Bud 





Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 





the Radio Salesmen’s Guild of Amer- 
| ica, an unaffiliated union, were 
| forced to resign last Friday. Leaves 
the station stripped of 
| salesmen. 

Each of the solicitors, 


completely 





all of whom 
commish, was 
management 


straight 


out’ by the 


worked on 
‘bought 


| After bargaining confabs with the 
|Guild’s attorney, which came _ to 
|}naught, each of the men was called 
|into the office of Manager Arthur 


| Simon and given his 


walking papers 
| They weren't ‘fired.’ 
;an arbitrary sum as to what the 
value of each man’s continuing com- 
|mission would amount to. This was 
all figured out, done up in legal lan- 


Station fixed 


| folder, marked ‘Release’ on the out- 
side and handed to the men. They 
‘could either accept or not. But if 
| they didn’t, they were informed, the 
| station would no longer accept their 
accounts. 

Simon explained to each man how 
sorry he was about the whole thing. 
He took pains to tell each that he 
liked him very much, but that he 
was only working on orders from 


chased by Arde Bulova. 





he believes he has ‘done a great serv- 


Six salesmen at WPEN, who three | !ce to the radio industry by break- 
weeks ago formed the first unit of | ing up this first attempt at unioniza- 


| tion by salesmen.’ 


guage, put in a blue-backed lawyer’s | 


Well-known Philly labor attorney, 


Saul Waldbaum, had several meet- 
ngs with Simon which were also at- 
tended by the six union members as 
yoservers. Demands were presented 
for job security, a preferred shop and 
increases in commish Men asked 
for 20 ( new | | und 15 
mm are y VI tered 
15 17 

Those affected are Le lard Pell, 
chairman of the uit; George Lasker, 
who served as g. m. at the station 
for several months after it changed 
ownership; Al Fisher, Charles Bor- 


relli, Fred Solton, and Henry Potter. 
Solton is continuing to bring his ac- 
counts to the station as an ‘agency.’ 


LABOR DISCS 


| 
| 
| 


New York. WPEN was recently pur- 
| 


could de- | 


Simon said each man 
| Slate himself an ‘agency’ and the | 
station would then accept accounts | 


on the regular 15% commission basis. 
However, it would take no accounts 
in this manner which were already 
on the books, eliminating as possi- 
bilities all those accounts which the 
salesmen now have. 


‘Great Service’ 
No plans are being made to replace 
the time solicitors, Simon said. He is 
counting on WPEN’s sister station, 


and to handle the renewals of the 
local stuff himself. He declared that 





| on the list 


OFFSET BOSSES 
DITTO 


American Federation of Labor now 
has 60 
carrying gratis pro-union dramatiza- 
Two New York stations 
are WEVD and WNYC. 
This offsets the Nat’l Manufacturers 
Assn. and so forth. 

Transcriptions are sent to the sta- 


stations around the country 


tions discs. 


| tions once monthly, with the broad- 


WOV, in New York, to feed new biz | 


casters on the list taking the free ser- 
vice as a help to their programming. 
Discs are prepared in Washington, 
D. C., by Chester M. Wright, labor 
editor and writer. 
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Synchronous Operation Doomed At 


WBBM-WBZA-WBZ WBAL-WJZ,KFAB 
WLLH-Type Satellites Uncertain 








Washington, Aug. 9. {on exact standerds of good engi- 
Death knell to synchronization! neering aie pe either those now 
experiments by stations in the alae Seithevees d or those proposed for 
regular broadcast band is expected; ;--~ °° “hea 
to 1 ied when the FCC pro future obs¢ ince Nor does it 
tO ) iunae wine Nn rQO- . e Pi 
. . Te . : take ini iccount varying 
5a i ca n |{ “7 : " P different ‘ 
) f + . = | I ‘ ) 
\ . . ed ly 
At1O1 ] ( f e, t 
G Ving e! ce 1 I , t ‘ - + ‘ 
7 | , 
1 f ; f } I 
I I ) € | | ‘ oe P 
t + a 
t . ¢. 4 ry 
Ty TD +¢ . A 
+ +7 
> + ) ( | 
re I } id rence, next side channels 990 
he ¢ ey t , Y ne = _ . “aie - 
a bs } lata pre and 1010, would not be available for 
\OISTE! rire \ DY aqatl« I - tnt 4} “ i ¢ ee 
nos : “ - stations within a radius of several 
sented at the WLW, Cincinnati, 500 a : 
‘ Result it 3 Ibitably | hundred miles; 980 and 1020 would 
cw proceedings. Result indub y : é 
e . tior f expe 4.1 | be open to plant: closer to the 5 kw 
Will He ocation o »xperimental . 4 
‘ emit mt ee aamaes re. | Outlets but still separated by a con- 
erm \ en ne spectrunM 1S a 
I - : siderabie distance; same is true, al- 
distributed in accordance with the 
distribute in a rdance with the)), oh to lesser degre i. on al 
all { } } nd tl shift ous‘) t é c _ ec 
nev u on eo! { ine gr nd 1030 ke 
4 - 4 "- : ‘VU } ) KC 
req te Line \ A 
Rad eement take 1} é rt tt two I nized out 
Vi of , : 
a tad ct] ‘ vy of the gab 1uired between a 1000 and 1010 
f¢ of the pa +) ? nthe } t th 90 K¢ tatio use ¢ the iatter 1 
ore ; ; ony sites } ] . ] } } f x r 
iew dvanced about the way the} Chann would be prohibited over 
limited numbe1 of frequent 1 considerable area. And so on 
should be exploited provide < down the line. Spacing to permit 
mur fol onents of dual op-| Operauuon on adjacent irequencie 
pra ! Fo! ne mo! there ha n the area between the synchro- 
hee feeling an ng both ind try n zed pl int V yuld be a difficult 
and engineers and some Com-| €& eering and allocation chore. 
mn p ell. that t sort | Otherwise a clash of signals would 
pi ¢ on ld be terminated great! limit service and _ irritate 
. , listene 
New eemmaneies i 
Strong arguments against more This means that synchronous op- 
synchronization. And as an_  al-/|eration, in most cast must involve 
1 1 lalyu ica rata lan . 
ternative, the engineers have the} Widely-separated plants. In find- 
opportunity to play with this idea|ing ways to exploit this technical 
in the high frequencies, just being | Possibility many practical problems 
opened up for regular use. In would be encountered. On the 
bands over 30,000 ke, aes is more| Other hand, if the plants are so close 
room for dual broadcasting, par-| their signals overlap, listeners would 
ticularly since many a the waves! be getting an unnecessary duplica- 
are not suited for covering a wide} tion ol program service, at the same 
area. time being deprived of possible ad- 
One technical expert of widely-| ditional choice of entertainment. 


recognized ability considers that} Spotting the synchronized stations 
synchronous operation of two regu-| over wide areas to provide the in- 


lar plants with substantial power is| evitable mileage separation is not in 


a brake on progress, by limiting the} accordance with the desire to render 
number of stations which can be| the maximum local service. Listen- 
spotted in an area. Except in rare! ers to one of the dual outlets would 
ca where some city is wholly|not be particularly interested in 
lacking in signals is it felt there is| purely local happenings hundreds of 
ittle justification for hitching more| miles distant; residents of the pri- 
han one transmitter, | mary service areas of the two hitched 
F’r’instance | plants very likely would be in dif- | 
Hypothetical case illustrates the) ferent states, having no special rea- | 


objections, although it is not based|son to hear political, sports 


Studio Phobia 








Morris Novik Must Answer Council 


Charge WNYC Carried Communism 








+ 


Morris Novik, director of New 
York City’s municipally Owne 


non-commercial broadcaster Ww Nyc 


has been called to appear today 
(Wed.) before a special committes 
|of the City Council to 


| mercial enterprise; 


| 


| an organization which 


St. Paul, Aug. 9. 
KSTP was almost stumped 
last week when a speaker on 
a civic program phoned in and 
asked: ‘Do you have big 
studios or little ones?’ 
Upon being assured that the AIR INCUBATOR 
station had several sizes but 
that ordinarily only the small- 
est is used for a single speaker, (Continued from page 31) 
the fellow moaned: ‘Oh, that 
will never do. I must have the sessions, court reporters, news broad- 
largest—and I’m not even sure casts, etc. But the station reps have 
of that You see, I have ‘proved a futile means of communi- 
claustrophobia.’ cation between station and adver- 
Station d the emma é 13 regards anything beyond 
nm , le ’ erage maps, ind other 
r t ) | ‘ i Wi en 
‘ d 
p! i | ] Wud e . 
Tr t xX é lament 
Double Harness Pairs ‘ail ‘y 
I t & 4 1 i . T} é 
yppear affe pecifi ly x plant é 11 ende 1 atis, W 
WBAL. Baltimore: WJZ, New York tO V é t the same ] nes as 
WBZ, Boston; WBZA, Springfield uid d n for years in VARIETY's 
Mass.; WBBM, Chicago and KFAB, | Protected Material Department. 
Lincoln, Neb. For conside rable time Junk Edited Out 
this half-dozen has been split up into It uld most emphatically be 
three teams on as many frequencie nointed out that this collection will 
WBAL, with 2% kw, and WJZ, with | creer away om ae weedile. tue 
90, dual on 6600 after 9 p.! WBZ r . nd ‘ era 
} 7 W BZA } } O0/ ; 
WBBM i KFAB 
Likel abandonment of th type » € te emseé 1 } - 
of ynchronization doe not mean | powered k Radio already ha 
that in the regular band there will id e} 1 desperation measures to 
be no cases where more than one a 
tation uses the é equency and W ) tioft will ey to 
carrit identical ign Current o : 
experiment with satellite or booste1 (1) Provide a ready reference for 
plants would not be affected. Only programs which have proved them- | 
one instance of this at present,| oujvec tg be audience-pullers. An | 
WLLH, Lowell, Mass., which oper- itianenties weed aad amine sarily | 
ates on 1370 ke with 100-250 watt orporate \ shaking depart- 
and is echoed by a 10 to 100 watt a f . ey norn just as the | 
station at Lawrence. categorical gap veen Jack Benny 
Ring of Satellites land some local counterpart is, on 
Whether the booster method ever! paper, not very great. Difference, 
will come into general use is prob- | however, is that one pulls an audi- 
lematical. Cost is an important fac-|ence and the other doesn’t 
tor. But in the high frequencies (2) Pr de standardized informa- 
where the waves have characteris- | tion That is, all material will be 


tics that 


gions, 


siderable 


limit service 
it is possible that broadcasters 


to 


small 


re- 


might spot one transmitter with con- | 
power in the center of a 
metropolitan area and ring it with 


low-wattage resounders to duplic 
the service for suburbs 


in the 
scientif 
bodies, 
from 


audience. 


event 
ic 
etc.- 


reaching 
In some cases, 


phe 


Partic 
some 


nomenon 


of the 
this i 


all 


geographic 
— hills, 
prevent the parent plant 
potential 


‘ate 
ularly 
al or 
ore 


denti- 


cal technique could be used by new 


riers n 


| Class IV stations, 


lake 


but economic bar- 
it doubtful if there will 
and! be many instances of such operation. 








AFFILIATED 
PUBLISHING CO. 


IN MANAGEMENT WITH 
REPRESENTATIV 


CBS Network — 560 Kc. 





n the Denver-Rocky 
Mountain Region 


with KLZ: Denver 


WKY AND THE OKLAHOMA 
> — THE KATZ AGENCY, 


Ine. 








| dising 


| be noted that 


lfacet for 
| have 
| contests, 
|A sample of how 
| look 


| telephone 
| Sistent; station considers the program 


iper program. 


collected in such a fashion that self- 


back-patting, puffing, and other as- 
sorted attempts at free advertising 
will be eliminated insofar as pos- 
sible. To achieve this end, the info 
will be collected on standardized 
questionnaires. 

(3) Provide complete information 
This includes: Age of program; past 
sponsorship, if any; program’s past 


performance record in terms of mail | 


etc.: 
needed; 


phone calls, contests, 
size of cast 
description 
gram contents: survey of merchan- 
possibilities; availability 
sample scripts or recordings. 

From time to time VaArrety will 
print samples of the information col- 
lected. This info may be clipped and 
filed. 

However, because all the material 
collected could not possibly be 
printed for reasons of length, the re- 
mainder will be stored in a filing 
system at VARIETY’s New York office, 
where it may be viewed on request 
by sponsors and advertising agencies. 
This filing system will be cross-in- 


pull, 
of broadcast; 


price of talent 


found under its market, originating 


| station, as well as under the pro- 
gram type into which its fits (such as 
variety, hill-billy, etc.). 

Detailed announcements of the 


completion of this filing system will 
be printed soon. Meantime, it is to 
requests by mail for 
the file cannot pos- 


transcripts of 


time | 
of pro- | 


of | 


answer 
charges that the station aired com. 


munistic propaganda Alles: 
: g Atlon 
has been leveled by Councilman 
Charles E. Keegan, wt cites « 
broadcast of last Fe "or 
pe ic i n 1 
ase ( i T 
Program und ' 
uk put on unde 
» Nat ul Tray ( i 
a uct ! >» ¥ 
Brandt trave ! RB 
dealt with travel in Rus i 
National Travel Club j chartere F 


n-cCom- 


has 40 O00 mem 


in New York State as an 


bers and publisher Robert McBride 
is the prez. For some years the 
club has been furnish ng gratis 
scripts to any station wishing to air 
them At current time the ely 
clain to have 234 


No Injunction 
In Jewish ‘Court 


Plea Vs. WLTH 


Jewish Court of Arbitration, Inc. 


seeks to settle 


domestic and business disputes, was 
denied a temporary injunction 
against the Jewish Radio Service, 
Inc., by Justice Frank McGoldrick 
in the State supreme court Monday 
(8). Heads of the arbitration setup 


sought to have WLTH, Brooklyn, 
stopped from using the arbitration 
idea and title in a weekly program 
aired over the outlet. The WLTH 
show describes itself as a ‘Jewish 
Court for Peace and Justice.’ 


In his decision Justice McGoldrick 


stated that the relief asked by the 
JCA was very broad and that the 
main question involved was the ex. 
tent to which the use of the Hebrew 
word for ‘Peace’ in both names 
causes confusion, Under the circum. 
stances, the court held, the issue 
| could only be determined after a 
| trial. Motion for the temporary in- 


|dexed so that any program can be)! 


sibly be taken care of. Personal visit | ~. : 
| with others for his work in the alte 


| to the Variety office is the best and 


only feasible method of getting a 
gander at its contents. 
Data Already In 
Preliminary data received so far 
evidences some good, down-to-earth 
programming by various stations. 


Many of the programs have a long 


}run behind them — always a good 
judging calibre. Others 
a pretty decent record to 
mail pull, and phone calls. 
the material will 
in print, and in the files, is 
herewith appended (this sample was 
not chosen for any reason other 
than sampling purposes): 

Program title: “KSL 


as 


Players.” 


City, 


years 


Utah. Age of program: 
continuously, 
Holsum Bakers, 
Mills, Mar-O-Oj] Shampoo, 
Popularity record: Players stanza 
holds all-time KSL mail return rec- 
rd with 47,000 replies to gift offer; 
calls are adjudged con- 


Seven 
Past sponsors: 
Logan nitting 


its No. 1 production. Size of cast 
needed: No less than seven: variable 
Price (exclusive of time costs): $135 
Length and time of 


| cycles, 


| Originating Station: KSL, Salt Lake | 


junction was denied with the under- 
standing that the defendants agreed 
to go to trial in October. 





Foster Brooks’ Child Dead 


Louisville, Aug. 9. 

A fractured skull suffered in a 1i- 
foot fall to a concrete sidewalk while 
on a visit here caused the death of 
19-months old Dianne Brooks, daugh- 
ter of Foster Brooks, former WHAS 
announcer, Tuesday (2). Accident 
occurred at the home of the child's 
grandparents. Brooks had brought 
his family from St. Louis, where he 
had been on the announcing staff of 
KWK., 


During the 1937 Ohio Valley flood, 
Brooks distinguished himself along 


ing of relief messages and aiding the 
evacuation of refugees from thé 
flooded areas. 


Salisbury’s WSTP 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 9 
Salisbury’s new radio station haf 
been given the call letters WSTP: 
Motto: ‘We Serve the Piedmont.’ 
Station is to operate on 1500 kilo 
100 watts days, unlimited 
time. Officers and stockholders ° 
the corporation are Bryce P. Bear% 
W. S. Overton, Jr., J. Carson a 


ley, C. F. Raney, J. P. Mattox, J. 

Hurley, Walter Carter, Stahle Linn 

Gregory Peeler and M. M. Murphy. 
ed 





program: 30 minutes; usually pre 
sented between 9:30 and 10:30 p.m. 


Program content: Original 1a¢ 
plays somewhat a la First Nighte 
| Plays generally follow a lighter ve® 
though heavy stuff has been used 
with okay results. Availability of 
samples: Any number of complet 





scripts available; also sample recor 
ings. Merchandising: Low cost 
sampling via gift offers feasible; cast 
available for p.a.’s, 
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SANDWICH LEE 
PLANT BETWEEN 
NBC AND CBS 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Don Lee-Mutual net- 
NBC and CBS along 
Sunset boulevard between Vine and 
r streets loomed last week when 
agp hain began negotiations for a 
os lant on the site between other | 
Property is now under lease to 
who will erect a combo 
nitery-eatery. Mutual idea is to} 
‘in forces with Long on the struc- | 
co with the Long enterprise occu- 
oying the ground floor and Don Lee 
the remainder of the four or five- 
story edifice. 
Move from the present quarters 
downtown, ending a tenancy of 11 
years, is imperative. 


prospect of 
work joining 








new 
two. 
Baron Long, 


Vort Lawrence Upped 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 

Murt Lawrence, relief gabber at | 
WCAU, has been named assistant 
production manager to replace 
Robert Gill, whose resignation takes 
effect in the early fall. Lawrence has 
been with the station for five years, 
most of that time emceeing Drug 
Trade Products hillbilly shows. 

Harry Mellvaine, former program 
director and chief announcer at| 
WTNJ, Trenton, has been added to 
the WCAU gab staff. Before join- 
ing WTNJ, McIlvaine appeared in | 
dramatic sketches and musical shows | 
on WCAU. He replaces Calvin Jack- 
son, who resigned. 


WOQXR Sales Mer. Tours 


Norman S. McGee, sales head of | 
station WQXR, N. Y., high fidelity 
outlet, left town Monday night (8) 
for a glad-handing jaunt through the 
west and Pacific slope. 

He will be gone three weeks ex- 
plaining station’s ‘quality music’ pro- 
grams and familiarizing western 
agencies and advertisers with sta- 
tion’s work. 





|} mert agency 


TED ALLEN AT WGNY 


Old Timer in Kadio Biz — Last with 
J. J. Devine 


Newburgh, N. Y., Aug. 9. 
T. F. (Ted) Allen has joined 
WGNY as commercial chief. Peter 
Goelet is director at the station. 
Allen was recently with J. J. De-| 
vine, station rep firm. Before that | 
served with NBC sales from 1928 to 


| 1936. 


Pullman to Blackett 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 
account has been ac- 
Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
Formerly with Charle 
Daniel Frey agency 
No plans set for Pullman 
B-S-H guidance, though 
possibility that the 
tempt radi 


car 


Pullman 
quired by 


here 

under 
there is a| 
will at- 


sleeping 


agency 
some for the 
organization. 

Marvin Harms goes on the Dreft 
account at B-S-H, replacing E. K 
Bannevart. 

Hevenor Takes Over 


Albany, Aug. 9 


Horace L. Hevenor, for many| 
vears manager of the De Rouville 
Agency, Albany, owned by the late 
George S. De Rouville, is now oper 


ating it under the 
Advertising Agency. Incorporated 
with a capital stock of $50,000. 

Marjorie McMullen, formerly of 
WGY, continues in the radio depart- 
ment. 


Radioites’ Legit Try 


Two NBC warblers, soprano Helen 


Henry and baritone Glenn Darwin, | 


were this week auditioned for parts | 
in ‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Maxwell | 
Anderson play with music. Show is | 
scheduled for a late September open- 
ing on Broadway. 
Nancy Martin to NBC, Chi 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 

Nancy Martin, singer with WCAE 

for last five years, leaves this week 


to join NBC in Chicago. Has been | 
on several local commercial pro- | 


grams, principally ‘Romance Back- 


° ° | 
stage,’ which she has been doing for 


|two years, and ‘Night at the Inn.’ | 


name of Hevenor | 


League, Rogers Form Team 
As Tractor Firm Sponsors 


Memphis, Aug. 9 
Archie League and Eyrle Rogers 
started a twice-weekly quarter-hour 
series today (Tues.) for Allis | 
Chalmers (tractors). Doing rustic 
characters labeled ‘Sewanee Eyerle 
and Happy Pappy.’ 


Both performers were formerly in 
vaude, but during last several years 
have worked as singles in Memphis 
radio. First time they’ve been) 
teamed. 


Lonesome Friday 


Night Prevails 
Pro Tem on CBS 


CBS is creeping through this 
month of August with what is likely 


the smallest commercial Friday night 


schedule in the network’s history. 


| From 6 p. m. onward there is being 


carried only a quarter-hour of 


bought time — Boake Carter for 
‘Huskies. And that show fades on 
Aug. 26. 

Next month, however, will see the 
|fall biz bouncing back into Friday 
night, which was always strong on 
CBS in the past. Campana starts 


on Sept. 2: Instant Posium follows 


| (5), and then successively Campbell 


Soup’s ‘Hollywood Hotel’ (9), and 
Listerine and Chesterfield (30) 


Hearst Office Goes On 


San Francisco, Aug. 9. 
International Radio Sales, San 
Francisco branch, previously § an-| 


nounced as folding, is continuing op- 


erations with John Livingston suc- 
ceeding J. Leslie Fox as Pacific 


Coast manager, 
Livingston was formerly Los An- 


| geles manager for same organization 


and San Francisco sales manager of 
Hearst Radio. 


| sonable time following the games. 








Pittsburgh Pirates Win Injunction 
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VARIETY 


Against KQV Eavesdroppings: 


. 


Pittsburgh 
handed late 
Federal Judge 


granted _ the 


Aug. 9. 
down 


In a 


yesterday 


decision 
afternoon, 
P. Schoonmake 


Pittsburgh Pirates, Socony-Vacuum 
General Mills and NBC a prelimi- 
nary injunction restraining Statior 


KQV_ from ‘oadcasting descrip 
tior of the Pirates’ home 
ren baseball 


> three other 


baseball 
club had 
plaintiff 
W CCK avo na bili of equity 


and re 


Schoonmaker said 
‘The Pit 
quired 


Atheltic Co ac- 
iintained a 


tsburgh 


and m:; baseball 


park and has a right to capitalize 
on the news value of its games by 
selling exclusive rights to com- 
panies and advertising media Th 

right KQV interferes with while 
using different broadcasting facilitie 

for giving out c f 

tained by its paid observers at point 
outside Forbes Ficid for the purpose 
of securing information that it can- 


not otherwise acquie.’ 


Opinion held that KQV was guilty 


of unfair competition and that its 
act constituted a 
plaintiffs’ property rights. 
Schoonmaker added: ‘The Pittsburgh 
Athletic Co., by reason of its creation 


of the game, its control of the park 


|}and its restriction of the dissemina- 


tion of news therefrom, has a prop- 
erty right in such news, and the right 
to control the use thereof for a rea- 


KQV admitted that it secured its 
information for the broadcasts from 
paid observers stationed at vantage 
points outside Forbes Field on 
premises leased by the station. Ob- 
servers were so located that they 
could see the games over the park’s 
enclosures. Attorneys for the station 


| claimed the right to broadcast what 


violation of the 
Judge 


Lack of Sponsorship ‘Immaterial 


it witnessed ‘as long as it does not 
plagiarize other news agencies.’ 
In his findings, Judge Schoonmaker 


quoted opinions on cases involving 
the Twentieth Century Sporting 
Club against Trans-Radio Pre Ser- 
Vi re the Louis-Farr ht: INS suit 
ainst AP: Wari WDAS:; Irv- 
ig Berli Daigle and othe He 
then aadea 
Good Will Angle 

The defendant contend ; 

a ] ‘ 
) i ¢ t 
pensation from a pon r or other- 
wise from baseball broadcasts. It 


concedes, 


however, that KQV seeks, 


by its broadcasts of news of base- 
ball games, to cultivate the good will 
of the public for its radio station. 
The fact that no revenue is obtained 
directly from the broadeast is not 
controlling these broadcasts are 
undoubtedly designed to aid in ob- 
ainin ertisil business.’ 

I} I \ rit | 10! J 1G S Si } wa l- 

Ker stated that the doctrine of un 
fall competition } not recognized 
inder the English Common Law and 
therefore his decision could not be 


construed as an authority. 


Suit involved only the broadcasts 
of the Pirates’ home games, which 
would presumably leave KQV free 
to air accounts of contests off Pi- 
rates’ soil. Generally admitted here 
that only KQV’s practice prompted 


Pirates to permit broadcasts of home 
games from Forbes Field since man- 
agement for years had been dead 
set against that practice. Option on 
this was taken up by Socony-Vacuum 
and General Mills immediately, with 


KDKA and WWSW both carrying 
play-by-play descriptions by Rosey 
Rowswell except on Sunday and 


holiday games. 


Lilian Okun, formerly with WOR, 
N. Y., has teamed up with Mare 
jorie Norton in a publicity combine, 











WAPI 





ae 


starts 17'" year as most powerful station 


—_day and night—in all Alabama 


WAPI, Birmingham, is the only station that covers all Ala- 


bama, day and night. It is the only Alabama station with a 


complete schedule of ¢ ‘olumbia Network shows (plus a steady 


pageant of brilliant local originations ). And WAPI is the only 
station in the state that serves the farmer as well as the worker 


... With farm programs that rural audiences want to hear. 


For sixteen pioneering years, WAPI has been the “‘Voice of 
Alabama.” Today, with its new, vastly improved facilities, it 
becomes more than ever—Alabama’s voice for all the state 


_.. and the advertisers’ least expensive voice to all the state! 


nye RADLO SALES 


A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM. NEW YORK, CHICAGO, 
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Sheffield Uses WGY Program To 





| Follow-Up Comment 





Bob Burns, summer keeper of the 


Woo Favor of Critical Dairymen 2? g:> ssvs serscse 





Schenectady, Aug. 9. | 


Various trade phases of milk pro- 
duction and distribution, coupled 
with information and advice to 
dairymen, are covered on new N. W. 
Ayer program over WGY, which is 
counter-propaganda. Opening shot 
aimed at consumers as well as farm- 
ers. Second salvo, however, was 
slanted exclusively for agriculturists. 
It is likely that during future broad- 
casts the dealers’ side of the thorny 
problem will be carefully presented, 
Sheffield Farms Co. is one of the 
big distributors recently criticized, 
Via radio and other media, by a 
sroup of upstate dairymen. 

Program, while timely, seems to 
be patterned after General Electric’s 
popular evening ‘Farm Forum’ over 
WGY. Presence of Emerson Mark 
ham, pilot of latter, as reporter, 
question man and emcee makes the 
parallel more noticeable. Markham 
is neutral on the milk question, very 
controversial in these parts, so far as 
his G. E. chores as rural broadcast- 
ing director are concerned. Here, 
however, he’s identified with one 
side of a fiercely partisan intra- 
industry dispute. Wisdom of that is 
for others to decide. Question will 
naturally suggest itself to persons 
familiar with vropaganda in the 
higher levels of finesse. 

Broadcasts start with an angle of 
interest to farmers: reports by 
Sheffield agents of crop conditions 
in various counties and sections of 
the state, with a spill over into New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania. Markham 
read these. Then Duryea talks for 
five minutes ‘to dairymen of the 
Northeast! Following this is a 
question and answer period, long a 
standby of GE’s Farm Forum. 

Duryea knows his subject, but 
could deliver with more verve. 
Like many farm talkers, he lacks a 
Grade A voice and is inclined to 
be draggy. Quizzing is productive 
of sound advice, but is without the | 
tangy dry humor and the hominess 
which Ed Mitchell, GE’s farm ad- | 
viser, injects into a similar feature. 

Markham’s miking is good but 
stylized. No advertising except tab- 


bing of Sheffield name. A_ band 
record makes a so-so themer. 
Jaco. 


DANNY DEE 
‘Clipping Bureaw’ 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 8:30 a. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

NEC's legal lights did some cra- 
nium cudgeling, it is reported, be- 
fore giving this show, produced by 
WTAM, Cleveland, the nod to feed 
the network. 


+ 


Idea is that Dee, la-/| 





GENE and GLENN 
Patter, Songs 

15 Mins. 
Sustaining 


| Daily, 8:15 a. m. 


WEAF-NBC, New York 
Way-back-wheners are on NBC’s 
eastern loop after doing a Greeley 
from WTAM, Cleveland, to Des 
Moines to Los Angeles in the past 
several broadcast Always 
one of the particularly raidoesque 
yf the early air clickeroos, the team 


seasons, 


today, as before, exemplifies a gentle 
idiom of spoofing, light music-mak- 
ing and rambling, semi-plotted inter- 
play of boobish characters, Jake and 
Lena, which Gene Carroll creates 
while Glenn Rowell pianos and 
warbles., 


Gene and Glenn have a knack for 
ingratiating themselves with the 
multitude. An analysis of the meth- 
ods they employ is difficult because 
under-playing and _ not-seeming-to- 
try is an integral part of an ultra- 
simple appeal. They pitch for a 
wide base. At their peak they were 
terrific grossers when making the- 
atre bookings around the middle 
west. 

Heard now at 8:15 a. m., the pair 
offer a matinal foolishment that 
makes much capitol of Jake’s superb 
talent for avoiding work. Lena is 
a bit of a pies-and-cakes gal. Their 
mythical unconsummated courtship 
has been going on lo these many 
semesters to the non-comprehension 
of mere outsiders and the intimate 
delight of the family circles. 

As an accompaniment to the morn- 
ing cornflakes for work-bound and 
school-bound charges of momsy, this 
quarter-hour is still in the groove. 

Land. 





boring under the label of ‘Dr. Clip- 
per,’ solicits listeners to send in clip- 


pings of oddities they see in news- | 


print. All that are accepted and read 
off (with credits) net the mailer a 
buck each. 

When caught (30) the items were 
pretty watery, vague and time- 
wasteful. Even children have tired 
of the one about a dog digging 
around a fresh fertilized lawn for a 
bone, and the train that arrived at 


its destination 18 years late. Other | 


items were of similar kidney, save 


the opening shot about the Hagers- 
town, Md., man who hiccoughs at | 


the sight of a razor. 

Apparently Dee is having his 
troubles getting clippings of the sort 
sought. He did backbends on his 
patter to stretch through the quar- 
ter-hour. And the organ which 
whisked him on and off took up too 
much time on both ends for ideal 
programming touch. Bert. 














TRANSRADIO NEWS 





Radio’s Number-One News Service 
Now Available on Southern New Englana’s 


Number-One 


Radio Station 





Available Sept. 1 @ Transradio News on WTIC 
15-MINUTE PERIODS 
DAILY: 8 A.M., 1 P.M., 6 P.M., 11 P.M. 


Rates and Further Information 


Will Be Supplied on Request 





50,000 
WATTS 


WTIC 


HARTFORD 
CONN. 


The Travelers Brcadcasting Service Corporation 
Member NBC Red Network and Yankee Network 


Paul W. Morency, General Manager 


James F Clancy, Business Manager 


Representatives: Weed & Company, New York, Detroit, Chicago, San Francisco 








absence, stressed comedy most of the 
way Thursday (4). Presence of 
Walter Huston was hefty assistance, 
with the veteran stage-screen thes- 
plan catching the comedy tempo. 
Clowning between Burns and Hus- 
ton, with some help from Ken Car- 
penter, was snicker-laden. This ex- 
tended to Joseph Bentonelli, Met 
tenor, after his initial song, and Og- 
den Nash, humorous poet. 

Presence of Joan and Mary Brodel, 
young singing sisters from vaude and 
pictures, varied trend and proved a 
nice break for pair Half of their 
time was a build-up for girls when 
their work in ‘Men with Wings’ was 
explained. Two did - thumbnail skit 
with Huston which gave younger 
sister, presumably Mary, chance to 


warble. Voice registered nicely 
John Scott Trotter orchestra, Paul 

Taylor choru and Foursome ill 
tandbys, furnish usual trim back- 


‘rounding 


Lanny Grey and his ‘Rhythm 
School of the Air,’ on WJZ-NBC 
Thursday nights, not only have | 
moved up their time but have 


speeded up program’s tempo. Grey 
has a new partner, Judy Marshall, 
only recently out of high school, the 
new vocal combo of ‘Judy and 
Lanny’ being satisfactory. 

Don Richards, Mary McHugh 
Sing-Sing sisters and Jimmy Rich 
are old standbys on program. All 
sing while Rich, youthful vet organ- 
ist at WNEW, N. Y., works overtime 


providing organ music background. | 


Also doubles in nursery crime 
(rhyme) detector conceit. The 15- 
minute broadcast now on at 6:30 p. 
m. Little more care in production 
would still help because most ingre- 
dients are present. 
| Bryan Field, turf editor of the 
| New York Times and miker for CBS 
on important races at tracks in New 
York, Maryland, Florida and Cali- 
fornia, does not enjoy his air assign- 
ment. Field made this plain during 


sportscaster over WGY, an NBC 
affiliate. Although he has been call- 
ing races since 1931—originally for 
| WOR, later for Mutual, and now for 
| Columbia—Field said he derived lit- 
tle satisfaction from the job. The 
| reason: listeners make no comment 
if the broadcaster turns in a good 
performance, but they flood him with 
complaints if he happens to be ‘off’ 
in describing an event. Similarly. 
dialers express no appreciation if 
the mikeman gives them winning 
tips, a thing he cannot do consist- 
ently. 


Heard over NBC Sunday (7): 
was initial broadcast from Finland 
iin connection with 1940 Olympics 
since games shifted there from 
Japan. One of those ‘Welcome 
| America, We Want You to Come to 
Our Games’ affairs. Came through 
|remarkably clear from Helsingfors, 
|Finnish capital, via RCA facilities. 
Greatest interest was attached to 
|speech made by Paavo Nurmi, the 
|runner, because he and his record 
|are well known to US. sports fol- 
| lowers. He spoke in Finnish, necessi- 
|tating full translation by the an- 
nouncer. 

Announcer worked overtime be- 
| cause all speakers employed native 
{tongue of Finland except Consul 
| Ernst Krogius, Finnish rep of Inter- 
|national Olympic committee. 


Jean Sablon is doing too much 
Frenchy stuff on his usually good 
Sunday afternoon quarter hours; also 
he’s becoming a shade too saccha- 
rine. But chiefly it’s somewhat 
extra-heavy on the studious in- 
Pratiation, plus somewhat superla- 
tive discourses on his romances with 
a gal in Santa Barbara. another in 
his native Paree, etc. Merle Alde- 
man is a good assist with his zingy 
dansapation and announcer’ Ben 
(surname uncaught) foils deftly 

Announcer Ben, incidentally, also 
sums it all up best by observing ‘I 
wish I knew what you were singing 
about,’ meaning the French lyrics. 





‘PORT OF MISSING HITS’ 

With Robert Emmet Dolen, Glenn 
Darwin, Joe Lilly Chorus, Gene 
Hamilton 

30 Mins, 

Thursday 8.50 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
Another angle on audience partici- 

pation, Program airs’. melodies, 

written by ace writers, that were 
figured to have the stuff to reach pop 
appeal but for some reason never 
reached that status. Invites listen- 
ers who have a secret passion for an 

»bscure melody to request an airing. 
As presented airing is pleasurable 

and is aided by bright dialog. It 

could however. widen the idea of 
comparing brainchilds of various 
authors as it did with the two Vin- 
cent Youmans : 
caught (28). Offered ‘I Know That 

You Know’ as a Youmans success, 

then his forgotten ‘Through the 

Years’ done in excellent voice by 

Glenn Darwin, baritone. Major por- 

tion of a diverting 30 minutes was 

well handled by a studio crew 
batonned by Robert Emmet Dolen. 

Joe Lilly chorus’s piping of ‘Bidin 

My Time’ from ‘Girl Crazy’ was 

outstanding. 


{ 


an interview with Leo Bolley, Tydol | 


FOUR CORNERS THEATRE 
‘Aunt Jerushy on the Warpath’ 
Play 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tuesday, 8 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 

Columbia, as part of its new 
Farmer-Calling, brings in hayseed 
drama via the Four Corners Thea- 
tre. Presenting a 30-minute vehicle 
every Tuesday night. Each script is 
one which has received numerous 
presentations in the crossroad ham- 
lets over the past several genera- 
tions. Judging by ‘Aunt Jerushy,’ 
the fourth of this series, the essence 
and effect may just as well be left in 
the barns. 

‘Aunt Jerushy’ in its intent is a 
comedy. 
to the fact that the quaint rural 
characterizations are lost visually, 
there are few laughs, no drama—in 
fact, hardly anything at all. It 
sounds blah for urbanites and not 
sufficiently well done fo the rural 
listeners—that is, if the wised-up 
farmers will tune in on something as 
old-fashioned as this. 

Due to the strained effort of the 
cast to achieve that cornfield twang, 
the dialog isn’t any too clear. Great 
and numerous stress on the pronun- 
ciation of ‘constable’ as ‘constabu-u- 
ule’ is a tip-o. 

For commercial purposes this 
doesn’t even seem to fit a chicken- 


coop manufacturer. Scho. 
ANNOUNCERS CIVIL SERVICE 
QUIZ 


| With Ted Cott 
60 Mins.—Local 
| Sustaining 
Friday, 8 p.m, 
| WNYC, New York 
Idea of the municipally owned, 
non-commercial station in quizzing 


persons who want Civil Service jobs | 


with scripts of passed exams is a 
good one in view of the number of 
listeners who are interested in the 
tests. There was even added inter- 
est in the program last Friday (5) 
when five persons were quizzed with 
the exam used last year in weeding 
out applicants for the jobs as station 
announcers at WNYC. 

Show was much too long, and 
should have been compressed to half 
|the length it was given. Five par- 
| ticipants were good and evinced in 
the main quite some ability. That 
they were roundly a group of per- 
sons with no knowledge of the trade 
was evidenced frdm the manner they 
tripped when trying to define such 
terms as script, continuity, sustain- 
ing show, tag line, tie-in announce- 
ment, ad lib, dead spot. 

Contestants had to take pronuncia- 
tion tests and had a whirl at batting 
out blurbs. These were harmlessly 
non-commercial; copy exhorted at- 
tendance at the free amusements the 
city offers. 

Trio of honorary judges on hand, 
|CBS announcer Ken Roberts, NBC 
mikeman Dan Russell, and Brooklyn 
| Eagle air columnist Jo Ranson. 

Ted Cott had rather a harassing 
job of dealing out the tests. Copy 
should have boned down most of the 
| questions to a length that could be 
handled with more facility. Bert. 








‘DESIGN IN MUSIC’ 

With Walter Kelsey, Jane Cousins 
Orchestra, Singing 

30 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 9 p. m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


Makes a pleasant summer (fill-in 
for a Saturday night. It’s an all- 
| string ensemble directed by Walter 
Kelsey, with the repertoire composed 





ist operetta excerpts, Negro spirituals, 


tunes on show } 


| 


standard Americana and current pop 
| tunes, 

Jane Cousins’s coloratura soprano 
|proves okay as long as it doesn’t have 
to hold on to an upper register, while 
‘the male quartet passes muster in in- 
| terpreting the older Negro rhythms. 
| There’s the usual Victor Herbert 
finale. QOdec, 
| 


| ‘MAMA BLOOM’S BROOD’ 

| Transcription 

| 15 Mins. 

| DE WITTS 

| Tu-Th, 9 p. m. 

| 2 UW, Sydney 

This American waxer with family 
| appeal clicked on premiere. Re- 


| leased by Fidelity Radio and han- | 


dled by 2 UW for De Witts, disks 
should find plenty of home listeners 
j on twice-weekly schedule. 

As enacted, ‘M.B.B.’ offers enter- 
| tainment of a different variety to 
| that heard over the commercials in 
a long spell. May take a little time 


for folks to get used to the chatter | 


as used by main femme, but there’s 
little else to stop waxer from secur- 
ing coverage for its sponsor 


Rick. 





AL BARRIE 
Mellydrammer Moments 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Thurs., 8:30 p.m, 
WNEW, New York 

Old melodrama with all 
pitched dramatics, curses, ancient 
language, villains and dire plottings. 
It’s played straight, or it seems so 
over the air. 


’ 


Offer of 25 pair of 


ducats, with Randalls Isle and Hipp 

operas plugged. 

| Al Barrie, credit with scripting, 

producing, acting and singing, does 

creditably in latter two categories. 

Vocalizing hints some promise. 
Wear. 





But on the air, partly due | 


its high- 


== 
‘I HEAK AMERICA SINGING’ 
Presented by Alistair Cooke 


| BBC, London 


Curiosity about this series js th 
great deal of the American di a 
material here used by Alistaj axed 
has never been heard by ¢} ; 
can public, either over the radio o, 
jelsewhere. Recordings forming beet 
| of programs were loaned by ian 
|Lomax, curator of Library of Gan 
|gress in Washington, and are Pn 
|made non-commercially by himsett 
| with a view of keeping track of folk 
music existing in all parts of United 
States, from spirituals to hillbilljes 

Dramatic value is given to th 
broadcasts by Cooke's build-ur 
| which gives U.K. listeners an insist 
|into essentially American character. 
istics, and in a large part helps then 
to appreciate problems the Ills 1..- 
to face, but which have n 
part this side of the water 





tas 


Unter 


Speaker 
ranks here as one who knows h.. 
job, and by sympathetic | +f 
of his discs, which he uses to 
trate specific facets of American 


£ ¢ enter 


ciety, puts Over good g 


tainment that is eags ’ 
week 

Series has now run } yad. 
casts and has put spotlight op 


America as a melting 
merging of communit from oan 
lands, a development w hie oe 
brought with it traditiona!] melodies 
of the Old World, though in new set. 
tings; cowpunchers and the 

jthey express in their songs of 
isaddle; the Negro problem. wit} 
characteristic musical 


ut] ok 


the 


expression: 


jand the pioneers their prairie 
cnoonel LooKe 4 

i familia tiines ¢ 

|broadcasts being taken up h loc 

lized songs, with, in the case 


|Negro, the type of spontaneou 
pression which in Lomax’s disc 
recorded for the first time 

This is excellent radio stuff. with 
fresh appeal. At a guess, Alistair 
Cooke cvculd do worse than take it 
back to America and broadcast the 
identical programs to U.S. listeners 


‘THE INVISIBLE MAN’ 

With Geoffrey Keen, Andrea Trou- 
bridge, Clifford Bean, Frank 
Thornton-Bassett, Howard Marion- 
Crawford, Eliot Makeham, Charles 
Barrett, George Bellamy, Robert 
Mawdesley, Philip Cunningham 
and V. C. Clinton-Baddeley 

BBC, London 
There wasn’t much to this as a 

playlet. As a yarn, it ranks with 

Gilbert K. Chesterton’s best, and, 

properly read, could have made far 

better entertainment than this 
phoney dramatic version. Some 
things BBC does well, others it does 
badly; this was one of the others. 

Program organizers appear scared 

| of reading as entertainment, yet it is 

radio of all things that has abun- 
dantly proved how excellent it is to 
sit and listen to novels, short stories, 
classical literature and other forms 
of print well put over by an ac- 
complished reader. Some of BBC's 
work in this direction has been 
brilliant 

Instead, some brain inside the or- 
ganization has conceived a notion of 
dramatizing short stories, with the 
result they come out artificial and 
devoid of the excellence inherent 
in the original writing. Of all people, 

G. K. Chesterton was appealing as & 

writer; his plot values are good, to, 

but it was his own fine technique 
above all that put the stamp of fame 
on his work. By chopping up the 
narrative, part being read by 

Clinton Baddeley, part presented in 

dialog with actors assuming the 

characters in the tale, it became just 

a mediocre yarn, more especially as 

it appeared under-rehearsed. No 

member of the cast rated favorable 
mention. 














——a 





Regina, 
Saskatchewan 
1,000 watts, full 
time, basic CBS 
Saskatchewan's 


Leading Station 

















ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
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Months of Delay Foreseen in 
Giving Broadcasters Any 
Tangible Hints of What 
is Permissible Under Lea- 
Wheeler Act Stiffening 
Terms of ‘Misleading Ad- 


ee , 
vertising 


NO BEACONS 


Washington, Aug. 9. 
Long wait predicted for crystalli- 
of t new Federal Trade 
Commission understanding of the 
tea-Wheeler Act stiffening govern- 
ment control of misleading advertis- 
ing Broadcasters apparently will 
have to find out by experience what 
is permissible and what the Federal 
copy readers consider extravagant 
and deceptive. 
FTC will continue along present 
lines in administering the new stat- 


vation Ol vail 


ute. That means no regulations or | 


formal caution in advance which 
would give the radio industry some- 
thing to steer by. Instead, the Com- 
mish will rule on individual 
making it a perpetual guessing game 
when it comes to deciding if some 
particular blurb might draw a repri- 
mand. 

Broadcasting industry is not in 
danger of being severely punished by 


FTC, because of the waiver clauses | 


in the act, but naturally cannot for- 
get the possibility that the Commu- 





cases, | 





————————— —————— — = 


WASHINGTON FOG 





. ‘ ~e . p | 
nications Commission will decide to | 


spank managers who allow their! 
mikes to be used by drug, medicine, | 
and cosmetic makers with little | 
sense of social conscience. It will be} 
imperative for station execs to keep | 
a much closer eye on the FTC’s hand- 
outs about stipulations in the future 
and to ogle commercial puffs 
intensively than in the past 
Lack of Do’s, Don’t’s 
Although the government comber: 


more 


will be disposed to give verybody a 


chance to get acquainted with the 
new statute, the obligation on broad- 
casters 1s disturbing, even if the law 
Says cooperating managers are not 


liable to fines or jail terms. 
of formal interpretation, lack of a 
list of and don’t’s, and virtual 
certainty that the blue-penciling will 
be a sort of ex post facto proceeding 
will make it tough for the industry, 
regardless of how anxious it is to see 
that listeners are not duped. 
Procedure under the new law wil) 
be the same as broadcasters are ac- 
customed to. As has been the case 
1933, when advertising 
first came under the FTC squint, the 
special board will scan published 
blurbs, labels, pamphlets and radio 
copy; in the event something looks 
bad, opportunity will be offered to 
reform voluntarily; when resistance 
is met, the Commish will crack down 
with a formal complaint, preliminary 
to an official cease-and-desist order. 


Absence 


do’s 


since radio 


The act says that stations are not to 


be held responsible unless they re- 


fuse to play ball by telling who 
placed the account or prepared the 
script. 

Overwhelmed with run-of-mine 
chores, the special board has been 


slow about jumping any advertiser 
under the Lea-Wheeler’ verbiage. 
May be several months before the 
censors get around to reading the 
documents or listening to some air- 
waved build-up which horrifies their 
sense of decency. In such circum- 


stances commercial managers will be’ 


KGY, Olympia, on Biock 


Seattle, Aug. 9. | 
Deal is reported to be under way | 
for J. E. McCaw, gen. mgr. of KELA, 
Centralia, to buy KGY, Olympia. 
Sale figure quoted is $25,000. 
Archie Taft, v.p. of KOL, Seattle, 
is the principal owner of KGY, which 
operates at 500 watts on 1440 ke 


GOOD PRESS FOR 
FARNSY VISIO 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 

Coast editors and publishers got 
their first look at television 
today, and got a southern Califor- 
nian hot ’n’ bothered over it pronto. 
Live talent was used in the demon- 
stration, in which 44l-line image 
were transmitted from one room to 
another on a screen 9 by 12 inches. 
George Everson, sec. of Farnsworth 
| Co. of Frisco, said the results would 
have been identical at 50 miles were 
| facilities available. Images were 
'clearly defined and the tone was 
flawless. Background was a grayish 


as 1S 


blue. Only one camera was _ used, 
precluding an unbroken continuity. 
Those who had witnessed visio 


demonstrattions in the east claim the 
local brand was good, and other en- 
thusiasts compared the screening and 
sound with motion picture projec- 
tion. It was far and away the topper 
|; Of anything along those lines pre- 
viously attempted out here 





forced to keep fingers crossed for a 


long time, with some FTC watchers | 
estimating five years will elapse be- | 
fore everything about the act is fully | 


and reliable 


are established. 


| understood precedents 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


Life is getting to be just a series of accidents to the two purveyors of 


musical background on the ‘Jane Arden’ script show, which airs on WJZ, 
N. Y., for Ward Baking. 

Fortnight ago Gertrude Schneider, cellist o program, failed te hew 
for Monday morning broadcast because she was recovering from effects of 
having been pulled from the surf in nea vned condition at Jone 
Beach. Missed program last Monday (8) because her trair recked 
returning from weekend in Vermont. 

Christine Caton, organist on the prograr is bandaged for bruise i 

ts on left elbow and back He escort late ist Tt v t 

ved he nt doorway o a Jackson H ht eet whi é 
rayed the lane witl ifte hole p ce tore 

O. C. Cash of Tulsa, third assistant temporary vice-chairman and grand 


exalted keeper of the minor key 
Preservation and En 


in the gag organization, Society for the 
Barber Shop Quartet Singing in 
America, has received a the W. M. C. C. of Hollywood, 
Cal., which asks that organization be allowed to join the S. P. ete. 
Telegram came from Herb Polesie, head of the Westwood Marching and 


luragement ofl 


telegram from 


Chowder Club and revealed that the society, made up of such sterling 
singers as Bing Crosby, Pat O’Brien, Fred MacMurray, Wesley Ruggles 
Ken Murray, Shirley Ross, William Frawley and others. had voted unani- 
mously to merge the W. M. C. C. with the S. P. E B.S. Q.S.A 

Noel Coward number sung by Gladys Swarthout on last Sunday’s (7) 


Magic Key program was set on the show by the composer himself Con- 
tralto and her husband, Frank Chapman, saw Coward at the Riviera dur- 
ing their recent European vacation. When he was told of the Magic Key 
date he asked Miss Swarthout to sing the song, which he said is his favor- 
ite of all his own compositions. When she agreed he set the arrangements 


by cable with RCA execs. Piece is called ‘Where Are the Songs We 
Sung?’ and is from Coward’s legit musical, ‘Operette,’ which recently 
closed in London. Recording made from the broadcast was sent to 


Coward, as ‘payment.’ 

False rumor of the finding of the wreckage of the Pan-American trans- 
Pacific Clipper kept both NBC Red and Blue networks on the air an hour 
and 25 mins. overtime Saturday (6) night. 

Both webs stuck around until 2:25 a.m. relaying bulletins as fast as they 
came in, meanwhile filling in with live dance music from Chicago. Net- 
works were also trying to arrange a pickup from the Japanese steamer 
which had apparently radioed finding the wreckage, when word 
through it was all a mistake. 


came 


Jack Howard, prez of Scripps-Howard Radio, Inc., flatly denies that his 
outfit made a bid or intends to make a bid to buy WMCA, N.Y. Rumors to 
that effect have been circulating along radio row. 





a 





WARG 


CINCINNATI. . “50% more!” 


Local Cincinnati advertisers 


prefer radio 


station WK RC. It sells 50% more time to 


local advertisers than both other 


local network stations combined. 


COLUMBIA’S STATION FOR CINCINNATI 
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Macenatie Radio Network Formed In 
Australia; Has Transcription Angles’ 





Sydney, July 20. 

Macquarie Broadcasting Network 
fs new title for the various stations 
under the control of Sir Hugh Deni- 
gon, mogul of Associated News- 

apers. Executives include R. E. 
aaenel Stanley Crick, Fred Daniell, 
Pon Service, and N. L. Shaw. Unit 
has 13 commercials. 


Company is also a stockholder in 
Australian and New Zealand The- 
atres (Williamson-Tait). Crick, 
formerly 20th-Fox boss here, is a 
managing director of W-T. Means 
that this outfit will now become in- 
terested in the radio field as well as 
legit. Dr. Power is the representa- 
tive in U. S. 

Transcription biz, formerly han- 
dled by 2 GB, Ltd., and Broadcast- 
ing Services, has been taken over 
by new lineup. Transcription pro- 
duction will come under the per- 
sonal supervision of Fred Daniell, 
who recently returned from U. S. 
visit. American transcriptions are 
being handled by American Tran- 
scription Agency through Clive 
Ogilvy. This particular unit draws 
18 U. S. waxers for material to 
Australian field. 


on 
program 


| 
| 





| 


In Engiand 








Reported that an interest has been | 


bought in Broadcast Enterprises, 
Ltd., London, and that Oswald An- 
derson, previously with 2 UW, Syd- 
ney, is acting as the agent in that 
spot. Understood that a bid will 
now be made to sell Australian 
transcriptions abroad. 


LOWNEY’S BUYS CKAC’S 


MOST FLOSSY SHOW 





Montreal, Aug. 9. 

Gala Humoristique et Musical, 
most elaborate of the CKAC sustain- 
ers, has been bought for Lowney’s 
Chocolates by A. McKim advertising 
agency. CKAC program department 
will continue to produce the show 
under agency supervision. 


¥ p.m. period, starting Sept. 16. 
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Noted Continental 
Modern Conductor 


On WJZ-NBC Blue Net- 
work Friday, Aug. 12, 
10-10:30 P.M., EDST 










\T &.45%S7. 


N.C. 
Mv 212-1888 





| 
Ernest Longstaffe, after trip to 

study U. S. radio, restarts at B.B.C. 

with ‘Sing Song’ program Aug. 13. 





Hal Kemp playing from the Hotel 
Astor roof in New York City, and 
Sammy Kaye from Atlantic City con- 
tributing to B.B.C. Saturday nite 
series, ‘America Dances,’ 
up with C.B.S. 


Harold Cox quit picture produc- 
tion to join BBC Television gang, 


on hook- | 


| 


| 


supporting Philip Dorte on outside | 


broadcast department. 


Billy Milton | 


wrote the music for television show, | 


‘Order to 
had lead. 


View,’ in which he also 


Canadian Comic 


Earns $300 Weekly, 


A New Local High 


Montreal, Aug. 9. 


| sion 
| investigation of the CBC setup. 
| 


Air-Conditioned Studio 
Last Word in Vienna 


Vienna, July 26. 

New radio station (Reichssender ) 
on Argentinierstrasze is nearing 
completion. New radio building 1s 
first here to be equipped with air 
conditioning, something unknown as 
yet to Austrians. 

Experts from Germany here work- 


_ing on plans to install television. 





SEE POLITICS 
“IN GAUDRAULT 


CASE 





Canadian Notes 











CJCA, Edmonton, Canada, is giv- 
ing free time to ‘Ducks Unlimited.’ 
Organization is an American-Cana- 
dian movement to preserve wild 





| game in breeding grounds around 
this area of Canada. 





| M. V. Chesnut, manager of CKCK, 
| Regina, and Fred Scanlon, manager 
| of CJRM, Regina, off to annual meet- 
| ing of Western Association of Broad- 
'easters in Banff Springs Hotel, 
| Banff, Alta., Aug. 8 and 9. 





Kay Gogan leaves CKCK, Regina, 
Sask., Sept. 1 to be married. Her 
place as editor of Women’s Maga- 
zine of the Air will be taken by Mar- 
jorie Duff. 
| J. Walter Thompson, through All- 
| Canada Radio Facilities, has placed 
True or False series of platters for 


Montreal, Aug. 9 Williams Shaving Cream Co. with 
Maurice Gaudrault, prominent | CKCK, Regina, Sask., commencing 
local attorney, has been appointed | Sept. 15 for 16 weeks. 


manager of station CBF, the Cana- | 


dian Broadcasting Corp. 50,000- 
watter here, succeeding John C. 
Stadler. Stadler has been upped as 


assistant to Dr. A. Frigon, assistant 
general manager of the CBC. 
Gaudrault 


was formerly a 


of the 
which 


ber Parliamentary Commis- 


recently conducted an 


Appointment is considered by some 


Gratien Gelinas (Fridolin), leading | a; political, and with the oft-re- 


French language comic, has been 


peated declaration 


signed for Black Horse Ale at $300 | 


weekly, new high for a radio enter- 
tainer in Canada. New show star- 


' ring Gelinas, scheduled to begin next | 
| month, will be produced by the Ru- | 


office under Bill Har- | 


pert Caplan 
wood’s direction. 


that the CBC 
would not bow to political pressure 


| or permit the national radio network | 
| to 
|Gaudrault’s entry into radio as di- 


be used as political football, 
rector of the government’s 50,000- 
watter here may very likely result 
in political recriminations, 


Broadcasters here in any event are 


|inclined to view Gaudrault as politi- 


Gelinas was built up by the CKAC | cal appointee. 
| production department, and _ studio 


tried to retain him for last year’s 
sponsor, N. G. Valiquette, furniture 


| 


store. Valiquette felt unable to meet 
| the $300 figure offered by the brew- 
ery, and in the shuffle production | 














| covers 


was switched to the Caplan office. 


Gelinas has reserved right to de- 
termine scripting and talent to be 
used in the new production, and that 


along with the comic. 


KRAFT, FEEN-A-MINT 
RENEW ON NORMANDY 


London, Aug. 3. 

Sunday half hour on Radio Nor- 
mandy has been booked for a further 
52 weeks by the Kraft Cheese Co. 
Time is currently being used to ad- 
vertise Miracle Whip. Air time 
booking and program are handled by 
the radio department of J. Walter 
Thompson Co. 


An extension of the Feen-a-Mint 
contract on Radio Normandy for a 
further 52 weeks has also been set 
with the International Broadcasting 
Co. by Erwin Wasey. Extension 





hour, in which George Formby 


| regularly featured. Same advertiser 


also broadcasts from Normandy on 
Wednesday afternoons. 





Clinton Johnson and wife, origi- 
nators of KJR Seattle serial ‘Lars 





and Lena,’ in San Francisco stalking 
sponsor. 





By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER EARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap « 99“*/100°/« pure 





LISTEN 


CBS - WABC— 
IN ee 


TWICE DAILY 
NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. DST 


2:15 to 2:30 P.M. DST 


CCAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING 


AGENC 


Y 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


is | 


| 
| 
| 





a Sunday morning quarter | 


| 








| 


| increase of 65,707 licenses over the previous year. 
turers estimate the number of radio sets 





EMPHASIZING VISIO 
AT LONDON EXHIB 


London, July 26. 
Radio manufacturers are out to 





‘force the pace of television, and at 
Scheduled to go on Fridays, 8 to | waurice Meerte and orchestra as well | 


!as Lionel Daunais, vocalist, will go | 


annual Olympia exhibition, Aug. 24 
to Sept. 3, spotlight will 
liberately be shifted from radio to 
visio. Whereas in former years, 
with cooperation of British Broad- | 


casting Corp., radio has been boosted | 
relayed from | 


by special programs 
the exhibition buildings, this year 
such support is to be scrapped and 


law | 
|}partner of C. A. Bertrand, Member | 
of Parliament, who sat in as a mem- 


de- | 





‘Judge Rutherford From 
| London Offered Yankee 
Air Stations on Sept. 11 


Judge Rutherford’s Watchtower 
Society is this week contacting 200 
| stations coast to coast to line up as 
much coverage as possible for a 
| special one-hour live spiel on Sept. 
|11. Date is a Sunday, and time is 
12 p.m. 


| in that Rutherford will speak from 
|Albert Hall, London. Telephone 
| wires will be used to hop the talk 
| across the Atlantic. 


ing the time for Rutherford, and 
dealing in the main with station reps, 


|buying where possible the entire | 


lineup handled by each rep. 
ever, around half of the stations in 
the country have bans against car- 
rying Rutherford. 

One-hour live spiel is an annual 
| with the Judge, whose mouthings are 
| regularly purveyed to listeners via 
|discs. Last September he talked 
| over over a hookup of around 75 
|stations from a convention of the 


| Watchtower Society held at Colum- | 


| bus, O. 


ENGLISH SALUTE 


Broadcast will be rather unusual | 


Acorn Advertising agency is buy- | 


How- | 


NEW SCOTS TRAIN 


London, July 31. 





instead BBC will concentrate on om". BBC regional transmitters 
taking picture broadcasts from| ™! cooperate on all-over U. K. 
there. hookup for program dramatizing 


Corp., therefore, is seemingly like- 
wise kicking against attempts to hold 
back television, as during the show 
five to six hours of programs will be 
televized daily instead of routine 
two hours. 

Officially confirmed is story re- 
ported way back that BBC would 


open second television station in 
Birmingham, serving English mid- 
lands. Now stated that special co- 


axial cable running north from Lon- 
don is in full working order that 
far, ard further sections are being 
laid as far north as 
Idea 
one program from London. 





moon. 


Manchester. | 


is to serve entire U. K. with | Tecordings 





| sonnel, 

Louis Morrisette, publicity director Fulton will 
for Station CKAC, Montreal, back | 
at his desk from two-week honey-| 


London Midland and Scottish Rail- 
way’s crack ‘Coronation Scot’ train. 
Each region will contribute items re- 
lating to express’s passage through 
its own territory, and material will 
be mixed in Manchester to go out 
through Regional and National sta- 
tions on successive days, Aug. 17 and 
18. 

Idea was worked up by D. G. 
Bridson, who will trace train’s daily 
itinerary through each region—Lon- 
don, Midlands, North and Scotland— 
with local producers working on 
each section. 
on 


footplate, in 


be used, and interviews with per- 


be played by 
Northern orchestra. 


Whole program will be recorded | 


for Children’s Hour program Aug. 18. 














Sets in Canada 











Montreal, Aug. 9. 


Final figures compiled by the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. for the fiscal 
year just ended show the sale of radio licenses in Canada at 1,104,207, an 


Canadian 
at more than 


manufac- 


in use 1,500,000 


| pointing to the probability that thousands of sets are in use for which 
| licenses have not been applied for. 


where a decrease in licenses is noted is Saskatchewan, probably due to the 

disastrous drought which reduced the wheat crop there last year to 

practically nothing. 

PROVINCE LICENSES, 1937 1938 

oe eR” es ee err eT ere 3,282 4,198 

ett, he an I, Oe OU CLEC EE 40,938 43,321 

New Brunswick 27,253 29,956 

Quebec 240,105 268,650 

Pr rererr erry ce ree 424,126 445,867 

oc, MCLEE LUTE CETTE ELE LENC CTE eT ee 69,861 73,099 

Tone ce te oo ELE REESE COLLET ES ee Tee 68,193 62,636 

Te eo re eT ee er ee er rere reer Tere 72,458 75,843 | 
NS I ree 91,978 100,251 | 
Yukon and Northwest Territories... 306 386 


Biggest increase in number of radio licenses is shown by the Province 


of Quebec, which accounts for 14.6% 


of the total increase. 


Only province 


Scenes on the railroad, | 


the | 
coaches and alongside the track will | 


Music composed by Norman | 
BBC. 


CANADA WER 
NOW HAS 45 
STATIONS 


Montreal, Aug. 9 

Canadian Broadcasting Corp, now 
|reckons 45 basic stations on its 
trans-Canada network. Possibilities 
| that there will be a total of 54 stg. 
tions affiliated with CBC before 
next year. ' Last year there were 
only 37 stations figured on the CBC 
basic network. 








Understood that new additions to 


|the network resulted -from the 
greater’ use of American programs 
which have been taken over by the 
| CBC from privately owned stations 
the American commercials attract. 
ing independent stations for reve- 


| nue and the sustainers for potentia] 
radio listening interest. 


| With CBC shortly 
| 


scheduled to 
expand its facilities stil] further 
| through use of international ex. 
| change programs, bringing Euro- 


pean as well as American programs 


over the network, it is believed 
here that more privately owned 
Stations will find it convenient to 


hook up with the CBC. 


Emulates 0’Dani 
niel 
Longview, Texas, Aug. 9. 
Success of Lee O’Daniel’s use of a 
| hillbilly band in the Texas guberna- 
| torial primary recently has led to 
| imitations of the stunt. 
| Jerry Sadler, candidate for state 
railroad commissioner, has com- 
menced using similar musical outfit 


on KFRO here as well as during his 
| non-broadcast rallies. 


J | 
LUCKY STRIKE 


HIT P ARADE 


M., EOST 














Saturdays 10 P. 
CBS Network 
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CARL HOFF 


Starting i" October 
with 


AL PEARCE 
for 
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WENDEL 
HALL 


adi» Originator 


ONE MAN SHOW 
TWO VOICE SAM AND HENRY 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
RAIN NO MO’ VERSE CONTEST 
VARIETY HOUR 
COMMUNITY SING 


4351 N. Paulina St.. Chicago 
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SH BOWL 
IST PROMISE 








Washington Lawyers’ In- 
creasingly Disposed to 
Challenge F.C.C. on Its 


Failure to Give Details 
Hurts 


HUSH-HUSH 


Washington, Aug. 9. 





Hysh-hush manner with which 
ye FCC handles program com- 
t 

ints and the legal right of the 


soulatory agency to rule on -the 
B propriety of programs are becoming 
F-~portant issues which threaten to 
stay the industry, via its legal 
in court proceedings. 

Growing resentment since’ the 
crack-down drive got under way last 
winter has reached the point where 
the Communications Bar Associa- 
tion is toying with the idea of mak- 
ig a direct demand that the FCC 


hiding facts in a manner 
gives innocent parties a black eye, 


which the business can escape con- 
sant fear of harassment. 

Feeling that the FCC is decidedly 
unfair and employing improper tac- 
tics came to a head last week when 
two stations—cited to defend them- 
elves at hearing on renewal license 
applications—openly challenged the 





Procedural Tendencies— | 


We Two. 
This year she’s doing one 

tabbed ‘Just Me.’ 
right of the Commish to deny per- 
mits because of certain advertising 
imatter which went out over their } 
antennas. Put in the dog-house a 
month ago, WMBC, Detroit, and 
|WMIN, St. Paul, through attorneys 


| Phil 


mouthpieces, against the Government | 


out all the cards on the table, cease | 
which | 


and lay down some yardsticks by | 


RAP SECRECY 


+ 





Cutting Down 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 
Everyone, even her boss, has 


been telling Mrs. Margaret 
‘Mike’ Schaefer, production 


director at WFIL, 
works too hard. So she’s cutting 
down. Last year she wrote and 
produced a serial called ‘Just 


that she 











Loucks and Arthur Scharfeld, 
agreed to participate in hearings un- 
der protest because the Commish 
assertedly is proceeding without 
benefit of statutory authority. 
Has the Power? 

Legal fraternity is split on the 
question of whether the Communica- 
tions Act gives the FCC power to 
|investigate particular programs in 
|reaching conclusion on the public 
interest proposition, but virtually all 
lawyers are becoming furious over 
ithe veil 
around program complaints. 

Evidence of this deep-seated feel- 
ing was shown when Scharfeld, on 


behalf of WMIN, demanded the Com- | 
about the | 


mish provide particulars 
way in which the law was fractured 
when ‘Prosperity Night’ program 
was aired last spring. Over a 
period of more than four months, 
neither proprietors of the trans- 
mitter nor the legal spokesmen have 
|been able to get detailed informa- 
|tion. Pointing to the need of making 
| thorough preparations for the forth- 
coming hearing, Scharfeld requested 
ithe FCC to furnish ‘a record of all 
communications received by the 
Commission relating to the pending 
‘application for renewal of Station 


which the Commish throws | 
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WMIN’s license and _= specifically 
showing the name and address of the 
person making the statement and the 
substance of such statement.’ 
Columbus Injury 

Another squawk about the unfair 
methods of the FCC is based on the 
misleading type of public announce- 


ments when stations are handed 
temporary licenses. Because of the 
secrecy thrown around investiga- 
tions, it has been impossible on 
numerous occasions to find out the 


reasons why a regular renewal was 








withheld Most recent example of 
injury worked by the vague ite- 
ments in weekly summaries of Com-! 
mish action is the case of WHKC, ! 
Columbus. Report of meeting July 
27 showed the FCC ordered a hear- 
ing station’s renewal plea and issued 
a temporary permit, but no reason 
was given. Looked as though this 


was another of the stations cited for 


| some law violation. Real facts are 
j}that the hearing is occasioned by 
proposed frequency shifts, with 
WHKC currently using 640 wanting 
to swap berths with WKBN, Youngs- 
town, which is on 570. 


Several other broadcasters have 
been wounded in the same fashion 
during the past few months, although 
as a result of repeated yelps Chair- 
man Frank R. McNinch has partially 
lifted the secrecy lid in recent weeks. 

Basis of the loudest complaints is 


let licensees know for 
what sin they have committed. In 
one recent instance, three weeks 
after a formal announcement that a 
station would be required to present 
evidence at a hearing on its renewal 
plea neither the owner nor the legal 
front had been able to find out exact 
reasons behind the action. Consider- 
able delay in learning the facts is 
the general rule. 
Not Obeying Own Rules 


before the Commission by Schar- 
feld’s letter in the WMIN case. Only 
tip which the station received was a 
letter dated April 29 stating attention 





| 


' 


| 


This situation is brought squarely | 


IN COMPL 








McNinch’s Health 


Washington, Aug. 9. 

Showing marks of long pe- 
riod flat on his back, Chairman 
Frank R. MecNinch visited his 
FCC office for a few hours last 
week and then departed for a 
seashore vacation to replenish 
his strength 

Expects to be back at 


desk 


the 


regularly about the mid- 








that the Commish frequently will not | 
some time | 





dle of the month, but probably 
will have to take things easy 
for a while 

had been called to certain weekly 


broadcast. Asking details, 
remarked that the 
tion apparently was set for hearing 
‘on the basis of communications to 
the Commission of which the 
has had no prior notice and with re- 
spect to which it is entitled to be 
informed under Order No. 25.’ The 
FCC isn’t living up to it wn regu- 
lations, the barrister hinted by, pi 


i 


MeNinch goldfish 


Scharfeld 


renewal applica- 


tation 


ing to one of the 
bowl] decrees which directs the See- 
retary to keep a record of every 


communication, listing the name and 
address of the sender, pertaining to 
the merits of any application request- 
ing the granting, renewal, modifica- 
tion or revocation of any license or 
construction permit. 

Right of the FCC to accost broad- 
casters with prior programs has been 
raised before, with the courts hold- 
ing it is proper to consider general 
calibre of service in determining 
whether the public interest is being 
served. Precedents are the gagging 
of Norman Baker, Dr. John Brinkley, 
and Rev. Bob Shuler, But lawyers 
still question whether either the 
statute or these opinions authorize 
the Commish to cite stations for only 
one or two programs which may be 
controversial. 

A new basis of opposition to the 
FCC purification crusade has been 
unearthed in the WMIN and WMBC 





AINT 


+ 








matters. Besides questioning wheth- 
er any law gives the Commish juris- 
diction ‘the nature and char- 
acter of the p:‘ogram service,’ Schar- 
feld has protested the Commish 
clearly lacks power to enforce the 
anti-lottery clause of the Communi- 


over 


cations Act (Section 316). For years, 
the FCC and its predec r have 
gone blithely ahead on the assump 
tion that airing of raffle and chance 
programs was ¢ l¢ put 
i interest 1s bein nt 

banning lotteries over the 


Section 
radio ‘specifically penal in char- 


acter and enforceable only by the 


appropriate authorities in the di 
trict the offense is alleged to 
have been committed,’ Scharfeld said 
in regard to both the WMBC and 


WMIN citations, which are based on 


where 


prize contests. District attorneys 
should hale offenders before Federal 
courts, which are empowered to slap 


on punishment to the extent of $1,000 
and one year for each day the 

violated, Scharfeld contend 
the Ce y + 


no right to cl tise 
offender 


tatute 
and 
ymmish ha 
through an adi trative 
proceeding 
Other demurrer in the WMIN and 
WMBC appearances is the claim that 


the notice of hearing is insufficient 
because charges are not set forth 
with particularity. Regulators failed 


to respect the due process clause of 
the Constitution and the proprietors 
are unable to learn what specific 
matters will be taken up at the hear- 
ing, document noted. 


WJIID Charges 


Meanwhile, the Commish law de- 
partment finally made known the 
exact charges against WJJD, Chicago, 


| which was ordered to a hearing three 


weeks ago. Complaint based on two 
of the programs which were thrown 
at WLW, Cincinnati, last month dur- 
ing the superpower hearing, Kolor- 
bak (hair dye) and Cystex (proprie- 
tary remedy). Whether these medici- 
nal advertisements are in the public 
interest is the central issue to be 
determined in the WJJD case. 























Now Appearing at 
) LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


(Week of August 4th) 


* “Recommended, Jerry Cooper, grand voice.” 
—Ed Sullivan, New York Daily News. 


* “Jerry Cooper has established himself with * 
his voice and affability."—J. E. 
Doyle, New York Journal-American. 


* “Recommended: Jerry Cooper’s baritoning 
on any program.”—Nick Kenny, New York * 
Daily Mirror. 











= 


Guest Appearance 


FORD SHOW 


Transcriptions 


DRENE * DREX 


(Dinty) 


anywhere.” —Billboard. 


Address All Communications to 


GEORGE B. EVANS 
1775 Broadway 
New York City 


* 


JERRY COOPER 


* “New Yorchids to Jerry Cooper’s vocal- 
izing.”—Walter Winchell. 
“Jerry Cooper has an exceptionally 
baritone singing voice and is thoroughly at 
ease when it comes to handling dialogue.”— 
Ben Gross, New York Daily News. 


“Should have no trouble pleasing anybody— 


fine 
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Earl Glade, KSL, Is 
Sales Exec of KUTA But 
Not Officer of Station 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 9. 
Salt Lake City’s third, and newest, 
radio station, KUTA, preemed last 
week. What majority of Salt Lakers 
didn’t know, however, was the fact 
that Earl J. Glade, general director 
of Station KSL, 50,000-watt CBS 
affiliate here, is also general sales 

executive of the new 100-watter. 








KUTA is fed regular blue NBC 
network shows, interspersed with 
home town efforts. Frank C. Car- 


man is general manager. 
Glade is not 
radio station 


an officer of the new 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 
AT F.C.C. FOR AUG. 


Washington, Aug. 9 
changes place 
Commi yners Norman S. Case and | 
Thad H. Brown in charge of detail | 
principally concerning broadcasters’ 
relations with the government. 


Monthly 


August schedule has Case sitting | 
on technical applications (extension 
of construction permits, changes of 


+ 


equipment, tes with Brown 
umpiring matters of practice and/| 
procedure, motions, etc. Other duties 
delegated as follows: Commissioner | 
Paul A. Waiker, aeronautical, police, | 
marine; Commissioner T. A. M. 
Craven, Alaska; Commissioner 
George Henry Payne, telephone and 
telegraph permits: and Commis- | 
sioner Eugene O. Sykes, tariffs. 


The Old Time Ideas | 
Are Good Enuft for Us’, 


| 


ts, etc.) 


Montreal, Aug. 9. 

Alert station and independent pro- | 
ducers are meeting strong resistance | 
trying to sell and promote American 
show methods for radio 





stick to the old backwoods methods 

relying on dated gags for comedy | 
and uninspired scripting for general | 
use, 


possible general appeal are nixed by | 
staid sponsors without much 


only occasionally and mostly as} 
sustainers before being picked up| 
for commercial use. 


Emelio Azcarraga, Mex 
Broadcaster, Visits B.B.C. 


Emelio Azcarraga, owner of two 
Mexican commercial broadcasters, as 
well as the Alameda theatre, Mexico 
City’s largest, sailed from New York 
last week for a month and a half 
abroad, Will study radio methods at 
BBC in London. 

Stations owned by Azcarraga are 
XEW and XEQ. He is now building 
a third. 


Englishmen on CBC Shows 


Ottawa, Aug. 9. 


oc 


j 22,045 


provrams | minute and five minute charge would be 
here. Local sponsors are inclined to| Would receive its news broadcasts from the 


| by the Ce 
Any ideas smacking of novelty and | ship 


argu- | cash and 
ment. New production stunts emerge | over 





Three artists 
joined the 


from England have 
permanent staff of 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. for 
regular weekly program. One is 
Laurence Holmes, baritone, who will 
appear on ‘From a Rose Garden’ 
from Halifax, N. S., over the na- 
tional network Monday nights. 

Bert Yarlett and Cy Mack, who 
have broadcast ‘Hom? and Empire’ 
programs for BBC, London, are now 
on CBC series ‘Swingmates’ Monday 
nights at 6 o’clock. This program 
goes to Mutual in the U. S. Yarlett 
is the singer while Mack is pianist 
and arranger. 


WFIL Seeks DX Grant 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 
WFIL is preparing an appilcation 
to the FCC for an ultra-high fre- 
quency short wave station. Four 
months of surveys on the project by 





the | 


FEPFFEEFEFEFEFFFEFEEFFEEFFE TOTO E TS 
Washington, Aug. 9. 
Political primaries and arrival of wrong- 
way flyer Corrigan were principal business 
before the routine meetings of the Federal 
Communications Commission, last week. 
With only two minor decisions of 
importance and two applications of 


any real 
any sig- 


| nificance received, commish was busy with re- 


quests for special temporary authority to oper- 
ate at stated times which would coincide with 
the New York reception of the absent-minded 
birdman who flew to Ireland by mistake, or 
for permission to let knob-twiddlers in on the 


| death struggles of southern politicos. 


Only three major decisions released and the 
weekend saw most of the seven-men commis- 
sion high-tailing it for cooler climes. Heigho 
attitude also aftected the examining division, 


|which recommended granting of six out of 
eight requests, denied only one, and asked for 


dismissal with prejudice for the last on the list. 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


Daytime smallie for an 
iiled on by the Con 
service avai 


Alabama: 
publishe 8! 


Anniston newspaper 
iuse of dearth of 
Applicant Hiarry M 
has plenty of cash 
and has doped 
be counted on 
population of 
1420 ke frequency, 


mish be 
radio lable in the area 
Avers, pyblisher of the Anniston Star, 
vith which to finance the proposed tation 
that approximately $1,800 monthly 
merchants of the town which 
Transmitter, which 


out can 


from has a 


the 


requests 


would cost $15,575. No primary service at present is avail- 
able in Anniston WAPI and WBRC, tirmingham, and 
WSB, Atlanta, can be heard but reception is dependent upon 
| atmospheric conditions, Commish decided. No interference 
expected, despite the fact that WSFA, Montgomery, is lo- 
cated within the average recommended mileage separation 

Applicant was represented by Elmer W. Pratt 

Illinois: Tiff between Martin R. O'Brien of Aurora, and 
a fellow townsman who was turned down last month on a 


similar application for a 
in favor of O'Brien, 


250 watt 
Intervenor, 


daytime 
Jules J 


station was settled 


Rubens, is manager 


of a chain of theatres, three of which are located in Aurora, 
His claim was that O'Brien was acting for the local paper, 
Aurora Beacon News, rather than for himself, but Commish 
found the evidence disproved this charge. 

Assignment of the 1250 ke frequence, with 250 watts days 
will not bother other transmitters, F.C.C, decided. Though 
five stations are located at less than the recommended 
separation, no interference of any consequence would be 
expected, Applicant appeared to be well-heeled to undertake 


the venture, with a net worth of $52,775 Would charge 
an hourly rate of $40, with $25 for half-hour privilege and 
315 for 15 minutes. Spot announcements would be $2 per 


$7.50. Applicant 
New Ss, 


broad- 


Beacon 


airing two 15-minute news casts daily and five-minute 


>} casts hourly, 


Ben S. 


North 


l‘isher appeared on behalf of O’Brien. 


Carolina: Another daytime station was authorized 





mmmish for Fayetieville, N. C. kifty-fifty partner- 

yetween W. C. Ewing, local businessman, and Harrs 
saayman, of Kinston, has been arranged in the applicant, 

} Cumberland Broadcasting Co, with Ewing furnishing the 
Layman—described as ‘trained in radio’—taking 

technical construction and operation of the station. 


| One-half of the sum advanced by Ewing for construction 
of the $8,434 transmitter would be restored to him before 
any profits would accrue to Lzeyman. City of Fayetteville 
receive no primary broadcast service, though WPTF, Raleigh, 
entertains the rural area surrounding the town, Well- 
balanced local program has been suggested, 

Applications of C, Frank Walker and Waldo W. Primm 
and of Burl Vance Hedrick, already turned down by the 
Commish, were virtually the only stumbling blocks to ap- 


of the 
Applicants 
and Fred W. 


proval request for 1340 ke 


retained John G. 
Albertson, 


MINOR DECISIONS 


KBTM, 


with 250 
Dawson, 


watts days. 


Horace L, Lohnes 


Arkansas: Beard's Temple of Music, Jonesboro, 


wranted voluntary assignment of license to Jay P. Beard, 
doing business as Regional Broadcasting Co. 

Minnesota: Albert Lea Broadcasting Co., Albert Tea, 
granted new relay broadcast station to be operated on 1622, 
2058, 2150 and 2790 ke with 2 watts, 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Connecticut: Change from daytime operation to unlimited 
recommended for WNLC, New London smallie, by Examiner 
Robert L. Irwin, Station has been unable to make both 
ends meet since its inception in 1936 and would expect $1,454 
in additional revenues monthly, if permitted to stay open 
nights, Operating costs would be raised from $1,663 per 
month to $2,165, with most of the extra expenditures for 
payrolls, commissions and royalties. Would boost national 
rates 25° after 6 p.m. 


Owned and operated by Thames Broadcasting Corp., a 
four-man corporation, station has offered a meritorious serv- 
ice to the community, examiner found. Only slip-up was 


broadcasting of two programs in which Rey. Gerald K. Smith 


solicited funds, back in the share-the-wealth days, Trans- 
mitter has had tough sledding with the local newspaper re- 
fusing to play bali and has been advertising its programs 
Via the hand-bill route. Six news broadcasts a day, how- 
ever—three provided by Yankee and Colonial Networks and 
others obtained by staff members who act as legmen. No 
objectional interference expected, though night operation 


would slightly 
mitters., 


increase diificulties of several outside trans- 
Applicant was 
Johnston and PF, 


represented by 
W. Albertson. 

District of Columbia: Difference of opinion between UV. 8. 
Broadcasting Co., of Washington, and Commish attorneys 
over filing date of an petition to withdraw application for a 
smallie on 1310 Ke resulted in recommendation for dismissal 
with prejudice by Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg Outfit's 
attorney stated that petition had been filed with the Com- 
mish on April 30, but Commish counsel maintained that It 
was May 2, too late for a non-prejudicial action, 


Horace L. Lohnes, E. D. 





Chief Engineer Frank Becker have 
been completed and tentative plans 
call for erection of a 1,000 watt 
transmitter on the 38-acre tract in 
southwest Philly where WFIL’s pres- 
ent sending unit is located. 

Object of the new station, accord- | 
ing to g.m. Don Withycomb, will be | 


to direct WFIL shows to South and! tune at 


Central American nations. 





Ken Carney, ex-NBC_ program 
manager, now radio director of Bow- 
man - Holt - McFarlane - Richardson, | 
Ltd., Honolulu agency. 





Paul D. P. Spearman and Alan B. David appeared for 
applicant. 

Georgia: Juice-jump for WRBL, Columbus, and switch 
from the 1200 ke to the 1530 ke frequency received the nod 
from Examiner Dalberg. Change in power from 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, to 1 kw all times, would benefit 
station without causing objectionable interference to other 
transmitters, Dalberg found. Outfit is operated by a father- 





and-son corporation—Columbus Broadcasting Co., Inec., with 
J. W. Woodruff, Sr., President-treasurer, owning y 

stock, and J Ww W oodruft Jr., 40%. An ad 

has been applied for by Woodruff, Sr. 


Applicants are financially qualified to make 
$17,600, examiner decided, with 
holder of a large slug of stock in Coca-Cola—ready to furnish 
a3 much as $50,000 to the corporation. Woodruffs also are 
interested in two other stations, with Woodruff, Sr., owning 
90%, and Woodruff, #fr.. 10° of WGPC, Albany, and the 
latter participating in the management of WATL, Atlanta, 
in which has no financial interest, 
Applicants, who also sought per 
tional i system nights and a 


changes to the 
Woodruff, Jr - 


ine 
mission to wse a 
non-dit 


direc- 


antenn antenita 


ectional 
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system days—were represented by John M. Littlepage, 
Thomas P. Littlepage, Jr., and William A, Porter. 
Idaho: Green light for a new station at Wallace was 


handed in by Examiner 
Chester Howarth 


indicated in the 
John P. Bramhall 


favorable report 
on the application of 


and Clarence Berger for 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. Mining community receives nn promary 
service whatever, Bramhall pointed out, and can tune in 
only on distant stations. Applicants—copartners—are well 


qualified financially to handle a new transmitter and Berger 
already is licensee of KGCI at Coeur d'Alene and has been 
in various phases of the biz since 1923. He would supervise 
the new transmitter. 


Rates for the proposed station have been set at $20 an 
hour, $12 a half hour and $7.20 a quarter hour, with sub- 
stantial reductions for quantity advertising. Some 63 mer- 
chants of Wallame and Kellogg already have put it in writ- 
ing that they are interested in using the station's facilities 
and a monthly income of .$2,500 is expected at the termina- 
tion of one year's operation 

Station, which is planning on rrying Mutual Broadcast- 
ing System programs might limit KLBM, La Grande, Ore., 
to its 2.6 millivolt per meter contour, nights, and be limited 
in return to its own 2.9 millivolt per meter contour This, 
however, not deemed serious enough for a turn-down 

Clarence ( Dill and James W. Gum appeared for ap- 
plicants 

Illinois: Ambitions of the owners of WTAD, Quincy, to 
extend operation to unlimited from daytimes only kindly 
received by Examiner Bramhall Considerable mix-up of 
interference with and to other transmitters waved aside by 
Bramhall WLEBIL, Stevens Point, Wisc., would limited ap- 
Plicant to its 6 millivolt per meter contour and WTAD 
would limit the Stevens Point transmitter of its 8.44 milli- 
volt per meter; granting of the application of WBEN, Buf- 
falo, for 5 kw nights would cause limitation to WTAD's 7.8 
milly; WKY, Oklahoma City, Okla., would limit WTAD to 
its ‘11 12 millivolt per meter, if Oklahoma station were 
granted kw nights, et 

W. Emery Lancaster appeared for Illinois Broadcasting 
Corp., licensee of WTAD 

Kansas: Daytime smallie for Emporia recommended to the 
Commish by Examiner P, W. Seward Plans of the Emporia 
Broadcasting Co Inc to construct an $8,818 transmitter 
approved by the examiner, although possibility that purchase 
of equipment on the installment plan may bring monthly 
expenditures up to point that exceeds estimated monthly 
receipts Only a fraction of the potential advertisers in the 
community have been approached, however, and a large | 
portion of these have drawn up tentative contracts. Prob- 
able that anticipated advertising revenues can be substan* 
tially increased, Seward declared, since merchants have com- 


plained that trade which would normally 
attracted to surrounding cities served by 

Some 15 stockholders have subscribed 
out of $25,000 worth of stock 
ized to issue In addition, S. B. 
has offered to advance 


go to them is being 
Other stations 
and paid for $10,000 
which the corporation is author- 
Warren, corporation prez, 
$5,000 to the organization if necessary. 


Technical equipment costing $6,874 may be bought on cash 
terms,, although probability is that a $1,200 down-payment 
will be made and the balance paid off in 18 monthly install- 
ments of $3500 Station proposes rates of $25 per hour; $15 
per half-hour; $10 for 15 minutes, and $5 for five minutes. 
Spot announcements would be set for $1.50 for 25 words and 
$3 for 100 words, with discounts allowéd for quantity adver- 
tising of all types. 

tecord showed needa for primary service in Emporia and 


vicinity, Seward declared, and plenty of civic programs were 
proposed. Applicant hopes to present approximately 65% 
live talent programs. 

Only question of interference rests with pending application 
for a new station at Topeka, which would use the same fre 


quency 1370 ke and transmitter 
While To- 


within its 2.6 


would bother the applicant 
to its approximate 2.1 millivolt per meter contour, 
peka station would receive interference to 
millivolt per meter contour, 

Horace L. Lohnes, E. D. 
represented Emporia 

Washington: Shaky evidence as to financial and technical 
qualifications of the applicant drew frowns from Examiner 
Bramhall on the plea of R. C. Atwood, of Bellingham, for 
a station at Port Angeles Applicant's only contact with the 
Port Angeles area—outside of ‘periodic visits on social and 
political matters’—was established last year when Atwood 
began hankering for a station. In addition, Atwood'’s income 
is mostly derived from a $2,000 salary as treasurer of What- 


Johnston and F. W, 


Broadcasting Co. 


com County—an elective office which he is considering re- 
signing—and income of approximately $900 annually from 
rental of a business building in Bellingham. Applicant's 
statement that his. father would help out with a loan and 
that he could obtain $1,000 from a bank not considered suf- 
ficient evidence that he could swing construction and opera- 


tion of proposed 
Other flaws in 
manage the 


$8,200 station. 

the application were Atwood's proposal to 
transmitter, although he is without broadcast 
experience; positive assurance of a $200 a month revenue 
from merchants in the area to balance against estimated 
monthly costs of $1,300, and steep local rates of $53.48 per 
half-hour, $51.63 for quarter-hour and $18.77 for recordings, 
which applicant expects to charge. Nearly 75% of the pro- 
grams would be wax, Bramhall pointed out, 

Atwood, who asked for operation on 1500 ke with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days, retained Frank Stollenwerck as legal 


SET FOR HEARING 


Iinois: WTMV, East St. Louis, boost night power from 
100 to 259 watts. 
Indiana: WIRE, Indianapolis, make changes tn direc- 


tional antenna system for night use, boost night juice from 


1 to 5 kw. 

Iowa: Times Facsimile Co., Sioux City, new facsimile sta- 
tion requesting 2012 ke as available for facsimile broadcast- 
ing on a share time basis with television stations Operating 
on the 2000-21000 ke band under provisions of Rules 980-987 
and 1040-1045. Emission (facsimile) 250 watts. 


Minnesota: KWNO, Winona, increase power and time of 
operation from 250 watts days to 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days. 

Missouri: WHIB, Kansas City, install new equipment anda 
directional antenna, jump power and time of operation from 
1 kw days to 10 kw unlimited, using directional antenna sys- 
tem from local sunset at WABC, New York, 

Drohlich Bros., Sedalia, new station to be operated on 1500 
ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Nebraska: WAAW, Omaha Grain Exchange, Omaha, 
voluntary assignment of license to Central States Broadcast- 


ing Co.; South Nebraska Broadcasting (Co., Hastings, new 
Station to be operated on 920 ke with 1 kw nights, 6 kw 


days, using directional antenna system all times. 


New Jersey: Bernard Goldsmith, Metuchen, daytime 
smallie to be operated on 1420 ke. 

Ohio: Springfield Broadcasting Corp., Springfield, new 
Station to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts. 


Oregon: 


KEX, Oregonian Publishing Co., 
frequency 


Portland, change 
control equipment, install directi 


mal antenna sys- 
tem for all-round use, change frequency from 1180 to 1160 
ke and increase time of operation from simultaneous day 
with KOB, Albuquerque, N. Mex., share KOB nights, to un- 


limited time, simultaneously with WOWO, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Pennsylvania: WRAW, Reading, jump power from 199 to 
250 watts, install new equipment. WTEL, Foulkrod Radio 
Engineering Co., Philadelphia, change frequency from 1210 
ke to 1500 ke, increase time of operation from sharing one- 
third with WTEL and one-third with WHAT (WTEL and 
WHAT not permitted to operate at any time WCAM, Camden 
is operating) to unlimited. 


Puerto Rico: Enrique Abarea Sanfeliz, Sa Tuan, new sta- 


tion to be operated on 580 ke with 1 kw, ng directional 
antenna system. 

South Carolina: J. Samuel Brody, Sumter, new sta mn to 
le operated on 1310 ke with 250 watts days 

New York: WS8XCF, Adirondack Broadeast ng Co., Ine 
Aibany, increase power from 5 to 15 watts and make changes 


in equipment 
Pennsylvania: 

of Pennsylvania, 

iZ0V0 he to con 


W2XPF, Farnsworth 


Spring eld, 


Television Incorporated 
-guency band tu 65000 
with Commish Order No. 13 


change fr 
rani 





Albertson | 


——= 

Defeated Candidates Wil 
Have to Prove Charges 
Of Station Throttling 


Washington, Aug. 9 

Requests for details will be 
John R. Neal, losing candidate ;, 
the Tennessee Democratic primaries 
last week, who charged that ra 


Sent 


identified Federal payroller tried ra 
close Memphis radio stations to in 





dividuals who might criticize ¢ 
political bosses, 


Lacking first-hand info, members 
of the Federal Communications 
|Commission said the complaint to 
the Senate Campaign Expenditure 
Committee probably will be djs. 
| cussed this week and indicated n 


he 


per eal 
| will be asked for concrete proof of 


|his charges. Unless specific facts are 
supplied, the squawk unquestionabjiy 
will be shelved. . 

In his telegram to the Senate body 
Neal gave no hint whether the al- 
leged conspiracy to gag candidates 
was successful, nor did he suggest 
that any station executives or em. 
ployees were at fault. Circumstances 
remain a mystery, with the yelping 
politico failing to direct : 
| plaint to the Commish. 

Senate committee decided the 
matter was not within its jurisdic. 
| tion, which is expenditures and pat- 
ronage, and referred the Neal wire 
to the FCC for whatever action the 
| regulators desire to take. 

Evidence that, despite 
of the law and pitfalls in the politi- 
cal neutrality section, broadcasters 
| are doing a smart tight-rope walking 
fact was seen in statement Friday 
(5) of Thomas J. Slowie, secretary, 
that Commish so far has heard no 
yelps about unfairness, censorship or 
partiality on the part of any station. 
In view of heat generated in several 
campaigns, this was regarded as con- 
vincing evidence the industry is do- 
ing its utmost to obey the injunction 
against taking sides. 


any com- 


Vagueness 


Washington Lobby 3 


_—_ — — oO -_ 4 


a 


| Washington, Aug. 9. 

| Overhauling and modernizing of 
ithe radio provisions (Title III) of 
| the 1934 Communications Act ex- 
pected on all sides. Result of pro- 
| longed bickering over policies and 
efforts to find uniform yardsticks, 
which spotlighted shortcomings and 
vague or conflicting clauses of the 
statute. Much analysis of the legal 
phraseology going on, with attention 
concentrated on the indefinite policy 
declaration affecting sales and leases, 
As result of this year’s to-do over 
political broadcasting, FCC may sug- 
gest amendment to the statute spe- 
cifically exempting stations from lia- 
bility for slanderous statements by 
candidates or else allowing limited 
right to blue-pencil _ spielers’ 
speeches. 


Rumors of a crack-down on sta- 
tions airing results and payoffs of 
horse races have no foundation, 4l- 
though the FCC looks askance at 
broadcasters who do too much gee- 
gee publicizing. But managers who 
have been amiss in keeping the come 
mish apprised of contracts affecting 
control over their facilities will be 
woodsheded. As typified by report 
from Chief Examiner Dave Arnold 
recommending denial of license re- 
newal plea from WRDO, Augusta 
Me., not merely for technical viola- 
tion of Section 310B, but for negli 
gence in filing the necessary reports 
and statements. 


Precedent-establishing decisio® 
which will indicate the way the FCC 
feels about station leases is due 
shortly. After weeks of wrangling 
most of the members have tentative 
ly agreed on the text of an opinion 
in the case of KSFO, San Francis¢® 
which CBS wants to rent for a long 
period. In view of the Congressiona 
'clamor about license trafficking, ine 
|dustry observers are waiting with 
great interest for the opinion ™ 
this matter. Will supply a badly 
needed interpretation of the statute. 





Unlikely the FCC's — chain 
Pegged probe will reach the pub- 
‘lic hearing stage until mid October 
| Slowness with which licensees havé 
replied to questionnaires, shortage 
| of personnel which has been inte? 
| Sified by vacation absences, = 
|scope of the job of digesting 43" 
have upset original plan to bes! 
| taking testimony early in September. 
| 

| 


Don Robbins, San Franc's 








“9 sales 


| manager of McClatchy radio stato” 
| for 21 months, resigns Sept. 1. 
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MUSIC -DANSAPATION 


VARIETY 43 














as 


Parisian Music for Quebec; 
Radio Finds Imports Favored 


—_—_—_ . 


Montreal, Aug. 9. 

Tendency towards continental, and 
y French, music in radio 
here ‘* being antici- 
lian broadcasters, with 
popularization of 
being undertaken | 
scale both by pri- | 
owned stations and the Cana- 
ing Corporation. 


especial 
proadcasting 
pared py Ca1ac 
the result that 
Parisian music is 





9 an extensive 


vately 
dian Broadcast 

In response to a request from sta- | 
tion CKAC over 500 Parisian MUSIC | 
publishers have submitted copies of 
sheet music, together with orches- | 
trations, for use in building French 
janguage shows in Canada. 

Program surveys indicate a grow- 
ing preference amons French-Cana- 
dian listeners for European, and 
especially French, music, where 
American music has until now taken 
first, second and third place. 

With exception of dance music and 
the major American name bands, it 
is reported here that listeners have 
been showing signs of response to | 
other national types of music. Jean | 
Marie Beaudet, now in Europe for | 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corpora- | 
tion, is also conducting a survey to | 
de’ermine availability of French | 
music for use in Canada. 


TOMMY DORSEY INTO 
HOTEL NEW YORKER 


| 
Tommy Dorsey orchestra is booked | 
for the Terrace Room of the Hotel | 
New Yorker, N. Y., opening early in 
October. Deal was set by Music 
Corp. of America through Rockwell- 
O'Keefe in New York on a split 
commission basis. R-O’K has an ex- 
clusive booking deal with Hitz. 
Dorsey is currently on the Coast 
recovering from a diphtheria attack 
which laid him low short time after 
last week’s Raleigh-Kool broadcast. 
Outfit is tentatively scheduled to 
leave Hollywood Saturday (13) and 
start working its way east via a 
series of one-nighters. Illness cost 











| 
| 
| 





| deb parties. 





BUSY LARRY CLINTON 








Theatres, Hotel Lincoln, Deb Parties, | 
Par Short Booked Ahead 





Wain and Dick Todd close at Glen | 


Island Casino, N. Y., Sept. 8, to open | 


| in picture nouses starting in Philly | 
}and Pittsburgh. Rockwell-O’Keefe | | 
| booking, Will Osborne _§ succeeds | 

| 


| Clinton at the roadhouse. 


After four weeks on tour, Clinton 


|is set for two months at the Hotel 


Lincoln, N. Y., Oct. 6, and then some 
He’s making a Para- 
mount short for Lou Diamond and, 
for the first time, original tunes by 
Hoagy Carmichael and Robin-Rain- 
ger will be part of the score. 


MOVE TO STOP 
BOOTLEG PRO 
COPIES 





Music 
sociation has asked its members to 
co-operate with it in suppressing 
the complimentary orchestrations 
sales racket by printing or stamp- 
ing a warning on such publications. 
A circular letter on the subject, is- 
sued by Walter G. Douglas, MPPA 
chairman, last week, also suggested 
that the warning notice be printed 


The sale of this copy is an infringe- 
ment of copyright, which makes the 
seller and purchaser guilty of a 
misdemeanor and upon conviction 
liable to punishment by imprison- 
ment and fine, or both, under the 
copyright law.’ Letter stated that the 
MPPA will prosecute anyone it 





Dorsey 10 or 12 days of single night 
dates on the Coast. 





Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Tommy Dorsey was quarantined in 
his hotel room for 10 days with 
diphtheria throat, not serious but 
enough to prevent his appearance in 
public, 

Series of one-night stands along 
the Coast had to be cancelled, while 
a substitute band leader took over 
his Wednesday night broadcasts. 


ASCAP Takes Tacoma 





Case to Supreme Court 





p Tacoma, Aug. 9. 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publisiers last week 
obtained permission to appeal its in- 
Junction action against Washington 
an authorities to the U.S. Supreme 
a A special federal tribunal 
per in of three judges had held 
th it Was without jurisdiction over 
trey involved on the ground that 
— AP had failed to prove that the 
po in the case amounted to 
ane - is On the question of juris- 
is “a, hat the American Society 
ng its appeal. 
Net apd had sought to have the 
an an, ate officials enjoined 
te enforcing a legislative measure 
Pe ring all associations of com- 
at the to file lists of their copyrights 
ob; State Capitol. The law had 
viously been aimed at ASCAP. 


Swank St. Regis, N. Y., 





“5 Hicks, newcomer Negro band, 
pl ms booked for a stay at the 
he oe Regis hotel, N. Y. Marks 

S€cond time a Negro combo has 
d any large scale inn in 


woe nn Boston, last year for 

rry’s pra couple of years ago 

Mixed bla are avenue tried a 

and, w; ck-and-white makeshift 
* With indifferent success. 


optional contract. 


4Y also be cet + , 
Conents € set there by booker, 
"solidated Radio Artists. 


ks Colored Orchestra. 


in Sept. 28 on a 30-| 
e F Possible | 
unit, m our Ink Spots, cocktail | 


finds offering professional material 


| for sale, providing this warning no- 


tice is contained in the copies in- 
volved. 

| Despite the strict limitations 
placed by publishers on the circula- 
tion of free orchestrations, the 
pracetice of selling these publica- 
tions at a third their counter value 
has developed into a serious evil. 
Several such peddlers have been 
arrested in recent months. 


Under the copyright law the copy- 
right owner has the exclusive right 
to sell his works as well as print 
them, so that any one caught 
trafficking in such _ publications 
without authority can be prosecuted 
jin the federal courts. 


Shilkret’s N. Y. Visit 


Nathaniel Shilkret is in New York 
for a stay after three years in Hol- 
| lywood as musical director for RKO. 
| Currently recording for Victor, and 
|is winding up a Gershwinana series. 

Conductor is also on the look for a 
radio spot this fall. 


| - 
Music Notes 

















| 

| Sereen Music, Inc. is doing the 
|scoring for ‘Renfrew of the Royal 
| Mounted’ at Grand National. 








Johnny Mercer and Harry Warren 
cleffed ‘You Must Have Been a Won- 
derful Baby’ and ‘There’s a Sunny 
Side to Every Situation’ for ‘Hot 
Heiress’ at Warners, 


‘Boy Town on Parade,’ by Edward 
Ward and Bob Wright of Metro mu- 
sic staff, adopted as official song of 


this | 
Ount Basie played the Ritz- | 


Boys Town, Neb. 
Four songs turned in for ‘Pony 
Boy’ at Republic are ‘Never the 


Twain Shall Meet,’ by Eddie Cher- 
kose and Smiley Burnette; ‘We're 
Gonna Put Our Horses in the Army,’ 
and ‘I Can't Get Along Without You,’ 
by Cherkose and Raoul Kraushaar. 





scoring the 
‘Wizard 


Sam Messenheimer is 
Mervyn LeRoy production 


| of Oz.’ 


\ itweer’s bi 
: , ser’s biz last Easter Monday. Ad- 
Larry Clinton’s orchestra with Bea | te f . day C 





| 





Publishers Protective As-| 





above the title on professional | 
copies. 

Notice as phrased in Douglas’ 
letter was as follows: 


| 





Heidt’s High Grosses 


Horace Heidt’s orch did banner biz 
on three one-niters in Pennsylvania 
last week in July. Drew 2,633 at 
Fernbrook Park, Wilkes-Barre, for a 
gross of $2,557.30, breaking Kay 
Kyser’s record. 

Topped Benny Goodman’s record 
at Dorney Park, Allentown, drawing 
2,327 and grossing $2,323.75. In Car- 
rollton drew 2,60: for $2,976. At 
latter spot record is still held by 





or all the dates was $1.10. 





GROUND FOR 
PUBS-SPA 


New effort is being made to take 
the difference between publishers 
and writers over a revised uniform 
standard contract out of 


A. M. Wattenberg, counsel for the 
Warner Bros. publishing interests, 


will within the next few days sub- 


mit to the Songwriters Protective 
Association, through its counsel, | 
John Schulman, an agreement 


which he figures will solve most of 
of the SPA’s demands. 

Wattenberg’s draft is the result of 
a series of meetings recently through 
which the contending factions have 
sought to find a meeting ground. 
Basis for the agreement was worked 
out during these informal discus- 
sions, which were attended by Wat- 
tenberg; S. J. Buzzell, counsel for 
Mills Music, Inc.; Schulman; Walter 
G. Douglas, chairman of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association, 
and Harry Fox, the MPPA’s gen. 
mer. 


SPA failed several weeks ago in 
its initial legal attack on the pub- 


‘Warning—| Jishers’ right to administer mechani- 


cal rights when Supreme Court 
Justice Ferdinand Pecora dismissed 
the writer organization’s complaint 
against Mills Music, Inc. While the 
decision questioned the validity of 
the bylaws under which the SPA 
seeks to administer these same 
rights, the court allowed for the 
submission of an amended com- 
plaint. 





Jeritza, Morros, Heifetz 
Boost H’wood Concerts 


Hollywood, Aug. 9. 


Symphonies under the stars in 
Hollywood Bowl is drawing tre- 
mendous crowds this year. At- 
tendance for the first three weeks of 
the 32-concert summer series is 
45,000 ahead of last year’s similar 
period. Overflow crowd of 25,000 
was attracted by Maria Jeritza. 
Music of the Cinema, with Boris 
Morros conducting, bagged another 
15,000. Jascha Heifetz pulled 20,000. 

Boxes for the series, tilted from 
$75 to $100 this season, were grabbed 
early. 





litigation. | 


———— ~ 


Four Marathon Dance Gallops 
For Randall's Island Start Aug. 24: 


Seeks Air Sponsor (for Charity) 








LOUIS BERNSTEIN SAILS | Four outdoor concerts scheduled 





Acted as Feud-Settler While 
European Biz-Pleasure Trip 


on 


Louis Bernstein, the music pub- 
lisher, who has been abroad the past 
annual business- 
|pleasure trip, sails for home today 
| (Wednesday) from Paris, having 
| been driven back to the French capi- 
| tal by the heat on the Riviera. Bern- 


two months on his 


istein and his wife had gone to 
{Cannes for a brief rest before sailing, 
j}but found it too hot there. 


| Among other things, the music pub 
|had reconciled Dr. Hugh Williams 
| (nee Wilhelm Groscz, refugee Ger- 
man composer) and Jimmy Kennedy, 
his collaborator, with Peter Maurice. 
Writers and Maurice had been tiffing, 


and they weren't writing as pro- 
lifically. 
Since Shapiro-Bernstein has the 


American rights to the Maurice cata- 
log that reflected on the U. S. firm. 

Bernstein also effected quite a few 
\deals for foreign songs during 


| London-Paris sojourn. 


| 


SAM SERWER 
HEART VICTIM 
AT 42 





Sam Serwer, 42, sales and adver- 
tising manager of the pop division of 
the Warner Bros. publishing group, 
dropped dead of a heart attack early 
yesterday morning (Tuesday). Death 
occurred in a drug store in the 
Times Square district while Serwer 


was waiting for a clerk to mix him 
a palliative for what he had diag- 
nosed as a sudden heartburn. 

Serwer had apparently exerted 
himself an hour or so before in an 
exchange of bowling with Rocco 
Vocco, a former office associate, 
whom he had met during the latter 
part of the night while out enter- 
taining Sam Braverman, of Rochester, 
music buyer for the Neissner chain. 
Serwer and Vocco had engaged in 
friendly banter about their prowess 
at golf and bowling when the former 
challenged Vocco to take him on at 
a nearby bowling alley. In the party 
was Mose Gumble, one of the WB 
professional managers. 

Serwer joined the Warner music 
combine 10 years ago. He had for- 
merly been in the advertising agency 
business in Scranton. 

He leaves a wife and a five-year- 
old son. Services will be held at the 
Riverside Chapel at 11:30 today 
(Wednesday). 








~ Renewal Free-for-Alls Continue 


More Feuding as Old Numbers Copyright Subject to 
Legal Jockeying 


between Mills 
and the Warner Bros. 


Litigation looms 
Music, Inc., 
publishing group over the question 
as to which owns the melody rights 
to the song version of ‘Temptation 


Rag.’ Mills threatens to start injunc- 
tion proceedings against M,. Wit- 
‘mark & Sons, the WB firm which 


‘mark worked out a deal 


publishes the song, and has already 
notified the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
and the Music Publishers Protective 
Association that it holds the renewal 
rights to all ver Tempta- 
tion.’ 

‘Temptation Rag’ was originally 
published by Witmark as an instru- 
Later 


ions of 


mental number. it obtained a 


separate copyright on a number of 
the same title with lyrics Both 
melodies were written by Henry 
odge. When the right to renew 


came along Mills got the instrumen- 
tal version from Lodge, while Wit- 
with the 


same composer for the renewal 
rights to the song. 

Mills now contends that regardless 
of the separate copyright it is the 
copyright owner of the song version, 
since the latter was based on the 


original melody of ‘Temptation Rag.’ 


for Randall’s Island stadium, N. Y., 
to raise a pot of $50,000 to be used 
to give blind musicians a new start 
in life, will start rolling Au: 24. 
Bandfests will continue for three 
weeks, econd down for Sept Es 
third, sept 7, and finale, Sept 14, 
Leon Leonidoff, producer of the 
Music Hall, N. Y., stage hows, is die 


rector of the orchestral 
outings. 


Originally 


quartet of 


planned as a series of 


‘battles’ between the leading expo- 
nents of swing, sweet, symphonic 
jazz, and rhumba, that idea has been 
dropped at the request of let'‘ers 
themselves. Will, instead, present 
musical menus of various. styles. 
Second showing, which will be strict- 
ly a sepia session, calling out as 
many of the leading colored crews 
is are available. 

It’s also the idea of sponsors to 
include number of comparatively 
unknown crews which are figured to 
have the stuff for big time, and 


his | thereby maybe uncover a couple of 


new names All crew members will 
be paid straight $10 apiece with 
| usual double for leader. 


| Stadium rental will be set at char- 


lity rates for the fests. Crews will 
| start promptly at 8:50 and be off by 
|midnight. Latter is not exactly com- 
pulsory, but Park officials prefer to 
have the island cleared by that time. 
Sponsors are trying to sell the air 
rights wherever possible, and failing 
to convince the networks, may air it 
locally via some of the smaller sta- 
tions. State definitely that if it’s not 
sold it will not be aired. 

Seating capacity, approximately 
21,400, will be upped by addition of 
from 180 to 400 tables distributed 
around the cinder running track at 
$2.50 a copy. Tables will be serviced 
with soft drinks and beer by the 
Union News Co., which has the con- 
cession. Arangement of the band- 
stand will be such that the tables 
will encircle its central position. In- 
stead of placing the bands on the 
mobile stand at one end of the sta- 
dium, as was done at a previous ses- 
sion, a large, flat one will be bore 
rowed from Madison Square Gar- 
den and placed in the center of the 
enclosure. From the center of this 
a tower 40 to 50 feet high will be 
built to support amplifiers. It’s fig- 
ured that with this setup a graduat- 
ing scale of 55c. to $1.65 can be asked 
for seats in the stands. Also would 
eliminate possibility of jitterbugs 
leaving seats at farthest end of the 
horseshoe to crowd into its open end 
or overrun the infield. 

Outfits lined up for the opener, 
Aug. 24, include Larry Clinton, Joe 
Marsala, Nana Rodrigo, Tito’s Swing- 
tette, Will Hudson, Al Donahue, 
Chauncey Morehouse, Ben Cutler, 


|\Felix Ferdinando, ar ~ Willie Farmer, 


Added, but as yet dubious starters, 
are Ben Bernie, Hal Kemp, Russ 


Morgan, B. A. Rolfe, and Henry 
Busse. 
Second all-colored ‘Harleman‘a’ 


evening, Sept. 1, will see Cab Callo- 
way, Erskine Hawkins. Teddy Hill, 
Ovie Alston and Joh. Kirby. On the 
dubious list for this outing are Count 
Basie, Claude Hopkins, Hot Lins 
2age, Lou'e Armstrong, Eddie Mzel- 
lorv. Rov Eldridge, Fats Waller, and 
Willie Bryant. 

Only two aggregations have been 
lined up for the third and fin-!2 
outings. Gene Krunpa’s down for the 
7th and Bunny Berigan for Sept. 14. 








Savoy's Branch Stompery 
To Catch N. Y. Fair Crowes 


This is the first case of the rt that Contracts were signed yesterday 
has come up since the heavy feuding | (Tuesday) for Moe Gale, operator of 
over copyright renewals’ started | the Savoy ballroom in New York’ 
about a year ago. Harlem, to duplicate his dancery at 
Another renewal that expected | the New York World’s Fair of 1939. 
to be brought to the attention of the | Ballroom will be confined to ex- 
courts is that involving ‘Chinatown, | hibition dancing, however, under 
My Chinatown.’ Remick Music present tentative plar with 7 is 
Corp., also of the WB combine. ha if Wa 
renewed the number's copyright un- All stvles of « ent pop hoofery 
der the employer for hire provision I] be demor é t > 
of the law Jean Schwartz, who line to « 
wrote the tune with the late Billy | Indoor e ) 
Jerome, assigned his renewal right it 25 a i 
to Famous Music Corp. and that firm) b brit iO 
registered the assignment in Wash-. tween .¢ Type of band ») be 
ington. Jerome’s widow has refused ed e de ed later. | bie 
to grant an assignment to either firm toner e band and a sé l 
The original copyright to ‘China- | alternate J vill be ad le 
town’ expired July 6. j for slic back 
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Maestro s Method to Up Patronage 

















Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 AM. 
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- | Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on WEAF, WJZ, WABC and Wor computes 
() i Pvt Phone S stem for the week from Monday through Sunday (Aug. 1-7). Total represents accumulated per formane, 
S IS W ° on the two NBC links, CBS and Mutual from 8 a. m. tola.m. In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, + legy 
+ ‘tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 
ae | Te ; | Title Publisher Source. Fi 
4 ; | . . . Ota! 
business-enticing system through Melchior S Air Dates | Wem WAROW Ai BOOMCC cc cess ee caccssceciesnes BOROING 660 6s0060s cc ceees 6) fa 
personal contact is being developed Now it Can Be Told. ..6.isciscae »+Berlin ....-. cece reece eens Alex ander’s Ragtime Band 5 
by Lee Myles, orchestra leader at the Ichior. due Sent. 8 from oN 8 2 gO RR eee ST eee ree er Pop Per ehehaea eet pewncece ea 
Cocoanut Grove, atop the Park Cen- Lauritz Melchior, due ept. “ I'm Gonna. Lock My Heart.........ccccescSMADITO cccccccecscccce i Ce Rew ee wad ee Cees areaie Pr 
tral, N. Y., with results so far, after Europe, has been set for SEOs race There’s Honey on the Moon Tonight...... MIE nn ikea euweds — TR Cr ee ee ; 
a few weeks of experiment, having dates through the winter. First will’ | Hadn't Anyone Till You............00+¢4 ery re Ty he Ped enced eesaaxt PS 
upped the patronage for the roof be Sept. 10 for Lucky Strike. Music, Maestro, Please.........+.+seeeee- Berlin eee hf lah tabaci P 
ey Myles will continue the plan Immediately after that he goes to; Where in the World.............eeeeeeees Feist | ones ‘T + nl tah <a v << 4 
ngs ; anh “1 le British Columbia for hunting, andj I Married an Angel ee ; Robbins iss é Pots. | ee oe 
a oMm gr pene d that if he could opens his concert tour in Winnipeg i Frage , Go Out of My Heart a , Othe ae ge het 
MESO Rear ee. wo pe Ai aces , ' » entarning én thea | ese By Heart ymous gi i 
meet people who come to the roofery ea n October eturning to th Flat Foot Floo Ds 6c cen eeo se euwewd . Green Bros I ) Sr ee 
ar ng their names and possibly t! Met Opera for the season opening in| ‘Ayo ander’ tc a ABC Alexander's Ragtime Band 
bus ness y ithout in any way offend- | Novembe Little Lady Make Believe..... , wee rt n J Pas 
he could tabulate the nan acs Sa were When Mother Nature Sings Her Lullaby. . Santly-Joy Of pee eesccs 
rite +} 2 . : : = re sec tai S “er My Walking Stick . Berlin Alexander s Ragtime Band 
ogetnel Wl phone l ann ; Hi Yo Silver .Chappell Pop we Ree 
cg thz srTter week or n | : aia ; : ‘ ne 
7 _ 7 a : the C pructien Grove I’ve Got a Pocketful of Dreams .. Santly-Joy ate You Sinners 
hs 7 aaa ent on “ one me ne Lullaby in Rhythm , toa ; a 
aeblganen ce Drgy rs at beg . N rall a .. Lincoln . FOp oo ‘ 
one which basically provides a lure | rin D. wit i i night * ites’ *( “owboy ‘from Brooklyn 
through personal contact and inter- | | When Thev Played the Polk ee Robbins : Pop pattssees ces 
est, with Myles or an assistant tele- | e | I've Been Saving Myself for You. .. Harms.. (Grand Terrace ng ae ‘ ; 
phoning indexed former patrons, | | Meet the Beat of My Heart  °- pee — inds Andy Hardy...... oy 
asking why they hadn’t been up | There’s a Faraway Look in Your Eyes eer Tenney — King arowaw aud ere nwialeina 2 
lately: they'd all be glad to see them | So a, — patna ao ae tos | es es aa) ee base atu ene i, : z 
; ; i i gS > Pres 64 OR 8 CaO s Ceews . { Dees . « 4 “eee * ‘ Z 
again; it's so hot, come up and cool | | eS niacin eae: Spier ped i, BORE er ree res 9 
off, etc | | Besid : Moonlit Stream..........0.00e0. Famou *Boo-Loo tee e ee eeees 2 
. ? : ; | eside a MOC 5 «@ PATTI. ce rcccccccccces ous as EE ee. , ets 94 
The idea is working out satisfac- | canons | You Leave Me Breathless..... Famous ........::; ae ioe Cocoanut Grov i tne 94 
torily, with customers doing a re-| St. Paul. Aus. 9. | Garden of the Moon oe ... Harms. Garden of the Moon... 24 
peat on such bidding. Among othe! rom 7.3 regain “Teaceen | EOUET S GPORR ROUT FINBOTS. 6c cscs cccccctedd Ager- Yelle Op seeseee 23 
things, the personal interest of an KS rp Friday ‘ hl night began Toytown Jamboree . Red Star I p as sees ij ee re 2? 
orchestra leader may appeal to the feeding this burg’s Friday night pop| what Goes on Here in My Heart?........ Paramount Give Me a Sailor....... 2 
ver age oatron : | concerts to NBC's red network. Se-| On the Bumpy Road to Love. ‘ ++ Feist. ....+..0000e- ‘3 Pop Steet ee ee ees 21 
ilies ™ ; jries continues through August, from | Will You Remember Tonight Tomorrow? - BVC errr . i these eee ee wees 2] 
ithe municipal auditorium. | Stop Be: ating Around the Mulberry Bush... BVC..........ce-eeeeeeees : op ~ ies rere Tee y 
a) S Vi Leo Kopp, Chicago City Opera; Hav in’ Myself a Time. 7 .. Paramount ZEOGIC TRIBE. 0's 65:6 06 2) 
| ‘ ’ e '~ ] ) 
Cantor ponsors lenna leonductor, is baton-waver for the | In a Little Dutch Kindergarten. ccc cccceses Fox ...... I op oe ti seieces Sas Ae lille ate 
“ cl aie : | Cowboy from Brooklyn Witmark... - “Cowboy from Brooklyn............, 19 
Refugee After Boat Debut pops, whose orchestra is comprised ay 2 HEADS ene ee) e-toc MN te E+ 8D ence 4a ee ne eerste ; 
Ruth Hilde Somer, refugee Vien- | of 65 music makers from the ger This Time It’s Real..............:.0.eeee, ON ee »-Pop ........ TI 19 
nese pianist whom Eddie Cantor ac-|apolis Symphony. Tying in with the | Small Fry....... i RATES EG Maa Rete: Famous....... : *Sing OU IRROEE 6646545 oakdaseee 18 
cidentally met and introduced at the | orchestra is the St. Paul Civic Opera Sq Lovely... ........sececececcccccccceees UGE sivavsescev decane Pop SE auiawu abet as gus cenat re i 
ship’s concert of the S.S. Normandie | Assn. chorus and soloists, and in| Toy Trumpet............ce.cecc cee ceeeees Circle... ......0.sssseeeees M tebecca of Sunnybrook Farm... r 
when returning to America recently, | addition—all for a 50c. top—there’s end bh od ood Ger er Cee errcres eo siaeh alent ac poe WTC TRC TCT ere eT eer e 
‘ 2 ‘ rotegee of the a figure skating revue headed by | Colorado Sunset. ........ceecesesseeceeees shane - _ : 
mae — mae & preNES Robin Lee, national senior cham- Lovelight SOG RO Sa ire Paramount Saiki aaatd aaa aie — Jung le Love. y 
tagger str ¢.8 : . Cyitt in the Bennet GL BUC. oo .cccisccsess NURI sc 6cd00s ats 0c0005s Ass 0440 no bes 6494444055450 0R ee 1 
Fraulein Somer’s decisive click on | pion. ; 2 ae a eee eer are ‘a ae ae rrae ars en DY GASES AK TTO LY Oke ee 15 
shipboard prompted Cantor to intro-| Concerts are held every Tuesday, | 7 rere errr tree SEPT rere WA Caeeebaa enable kes 6 
ducer her to the William Morris;Thursday and Friday night, though| when Twilight Comes................c00- Shapiro. ....0..s> , Pop ite Sn See oe aE 6 
agency for her U, S. professional/| only the Friday ones are broadcast.| Figaro ...... 1 ccc ccc ce cece ceccecuveees BVC. + POP seeeeeeeeeeeseeeees 
career. | Jackpot is cut four ways: St. Paul/ Eight Little Notes nee perder ee Craw ford . axel ink oe eae Pop Sie aa aik eho cael . 
| Figure Skating club, St. Paul Civic} If I Loved You More. ER ee Sr rr Words-Music o~ eStats EO ee een ~ 
ici ’ i i ee rere SAY ai kae ad ksasksa at + AR 
Henry King signed for a sequence | |Opera Assn., Musicians’ Assn, and a Best Wie eee ecocseccccccesecene nn Pepes ey hesenny 4: G50" hos i sohicighitlepanaeoane abe : 
in Sally Rand’s picture, ‘Murder on/City of St. Paul, which owns the Why'd Ya hs it, fell in tot ea . Pop 5 
Sunset Boulevard’ at Grand National. | auditorium. ct | ae ee oar eee DAOEES. 1.05. i ree renee reer hae rrr lf 
ave ts. Were You Find Tf... 2 .6cs.cccesc 0 ee ere a *Garden of the Moon......... scan : 
Pa ee nee ere rere er Chappell . *Goldwyn Follies.......... enna 
DEVO GEO DR EIMCG WIT @ DOPOBIN. occkc cc icccc WOME scones cs ceiccsecccbeve *“My Lucky Star....... ; : 
a There’s Rain in My Eyes............cecee0- Ager-Yellen.............+. Pop RR ee Oe Ne ere ° - 
| Isn’t It Wonderful—Isn’t It Swell?.... FO” Er a ee eee PP We ieiesdiw aces sie adduwaan 2 2 
See SOU MN CONN: <5 4.055 600d da oo 604 deen | *The Texans..... sotssees ° 
tL 0 Sea eee ere eer Ts *Gold Diggers 2 |)! ere re -_ 
| Don’t Let That Moon Get Aw ay o OREN SIGT 6cvccsccsvcvscvsce MMe £OU SIMNETS....<... 3 
SR RR WEEN 6 i658. 5-4.015:4.4:0 65 WS vi REO | errr rrr Te US 6105 9's 66 RRR AERO — 
Pe OU CO oc NAG cS cnaieereeteeniaaeed CHARDON. o0.0s6005 . Pop MTEL T EC AUREL OT eG 
ee ee EINE 6. 5g.0:0:0.6:4.0'3 6:69.30 60096 Lincoln Pop PR ie Me eee Fae ae Lae RE rr ; 
Es 1. rr -. Witmark...... Pop Vaae sc Malabies t6sea “2 
| I’m Glad I Waited for You............... RE SA ace dvendacted cus bees Se a cig 6 dia. 44s eee ON ae 
PME INS 0-0. d a 56a av (Vac -Os-60. cds 608 2K OES NS reer rer er eee ener errr rE Ts a 
Let’s Break the Good News............06 Ye errr Te eer i ae eee Tiere ere ‘s 
‘ 1 dh RB oe oS 8 ee re errr e rey Te ee 5.666444 690440 40005 eee eee ‘a 
The Sensation of The Century! Oh Me, Oh My, Oh You................ ET a ia cok acai POD eeeecseeeescceceeeeseeeeteeee 0 
pees 00h CPOs 560.0 5.06504656000006600 SPROUT Tete | ree Per ree rere eer cs 2 
A-TISKET A-TASKET | Dipsy a soe eececcccereevees Serre PON) 3.49.49. 40:043444.409 009 aA ; : 
. Al Feld : There’s a Brand New Picture........ Te. er ee » Pop .....eees se esees sec ceeecccscoees : 
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America’s New Novelty Hit! 


WHEN THEY PLAYED THE POLKA 
Words by Lou Holzer Music by Fabian Andre 


The Year's Foremost Production Hit! 


| MARRIED AN ANGEL 


By Lorenz Hart and Richard Rodgers 
From the Musical Comedy, “I Married An Angel” 


A Rodgers and Hart Melodic Classic 


SPRING IS HERE 
From the Musical Comedy, “I Married An Angel” 


Hits a New High in Swing! 


LULLABY IN RHYTHM 


By Benny Goodman, Edgar Sampson, Clarence Profit 
and Walter Hirsch 
From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, “Little Miss Broadway” 


HOW CAN I THANK YOU 
By Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 


From the New Universal Picture, “That Certain Age” 


MY OWN 


YOU'RE AS PRETTY AS A PICTURE 
By Harold Adamson and Jimmy McHugh 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 














'Northwestern U. Sets 8 
Concerts in Curriculum 


Bunny Berigan orchestra down for 
a pair of society dates Sept. 9 an 
First and second id 


Chicago, Aug. 9. 

| Northwestern U's fourth season 01 
its ‘History and Enjoyment of Music’ 

| course will present eight concerts 

| this season, starting yg the Phila- 

, delphia Symphony, Nov. 2. 

Will be followed by Kirsten Flag- | 
stad, the Ballet Russe, Indianapolis | 
Symph, Marian Anderson, Vronsky 
and Babin, Nathan Milstein ana 
Arthur Rubinstein at fortnightly in- 

| tervals. 





New Protective Group 








ers-Authors-Composers Assn. Inc., 
to encourage unrecognized talent! 
and protect authors and composers 


‘Upera’ in Fidelis 


Columbus, Aug. 9. 
La Scala Opera Co., local singing | 
group, will introduce under the stars | 
opera here Wednesday (10) with an| 
outdoor performance of ‘The Chimes ! 
of Normandy’ at Capital University | 
athletic field. 
Lucius Metz will come from New 
York to sing the lead, | 





Red Norvo-Mildred Bailey orches- 
tra follows Kay Kyser’s crew into! 





799 SEVENTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 








| the Pennsylvania Hotel, N. Y., Aug. | 
| 29. Kyser goes out Aug. 20 


Corrigan Nixes Coin 








(Continued from page 1) 





N. Y., at a $12,000 figure got 
nix, and since then other 
spots offering less have been turned 
down, 

Sherman K. Ellis agency made a 
bid to use Corrigan to ballyhoo one 
of its accounts, Aunt Jemima pan- 
cake flour, and failed. Offer was to 
buy the crate in which he flew the 
Atlantic, rename it after the product 
and then place it in the Smithsonian 


a day in a flock of towns, 
flour product tying 
publicity picture. 


with the 
itself in on the 


from racketeering agencies. Whether Bern will take the wraps 
Artie Secon Carter Sounder of | off his boy and let him pick up the 
the Hollywood Bowl concerts; Ho-| ©°!® offered was still in doubt late 
mer Samuels, pianist, and Hans | Yesterday (Tuesday ). To date, all 
Blechschmidt are among the spon- the offers made Corrigan are under- 
sors. | Stood to total around $200,000. 
See a } Cicenenesissit 
Boston, Aug. 


Douglas (Vice- Versa) Corri: gan 
visited Boston yesterday, but did not 
take advantage of the $2,000 offer to 
appear at the Second Annual Rodeo 
and Wild West Combined, at Suffolk 
Downs, which was cabled by the 
David Malkiel agency shortly after 
news that Corrigan landed in Ireland. 

Fifteen-day rodeo, July 31-Aug. 14. 
is presented by George A. Hamid. 


| with Col. Jim Eskew. 





Reggie Childs remains at the Co- 


lonial Inn, Rrochester, Ind. until 


Labor Day for CRA 


10. 


in Philly 


| Westbury, | a 


| 
| 
| 
| 


che first | 
vaude | 


Institute, thus deriving a display 

| value ad infinitum. Corrigan was to 
Los Angeles, Aug. 9. get $1,000 a week for 20 weeks to fly 

Local cultural leaders have or- around the countr ki tos 
ganized the Independent Publish- : — oe a od 

















ABC means TNI 


Dynamiting with 


| HADN’T ANYONE 
TILL YOU 


By Ray Noble 


LOVE OF MY LIFE 


(Where Are You?) 
By Ted Powell 


THE GANDY DANCER 


By Joseph Meyer 
2 


Two new 
OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN i 
songs from the Columbia pro- 


duction, “The Lady Objects” 


A MIST IS OVER 
THE MOON 


HOME IN YOUR ARMS 


ABC MUSIC CORPORATION 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 


FRANK HENNIGS, Prof. Ms® 
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MD Loesiugatten NY. me THEATRE 


WEEK OF AUGUST 107 


WITH HIS ORCHESTRA 


‘America’ Greatest Swing Band’ 


FEATURING 


down for 
pt. 9 and 
second i 


TNT 


. ELLA FITZGERALD 
Creator of the Sensational Song 


“A TISKET 


NO NEST TOO BIG FOR THIS ATTRACTION 


$ 


Dance Direction Personal Representative Theatre Direction 








CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, INC. ©@ GALE, INC. © WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 



























































46 VARIETY MUSIC -DANSAPATION Wednesday, August 10, 1938 
— ———— —— <= —S= = 
at the Ray Haller’s seven Seas in ib 
On the Upbeat Hollywood | 15 Best Sheet M 
| | S SIC ers 
Marvin Hatley and 58-piece orch- 
|estra dubbing the musical score of a , 6 3 
Frank Dailey to Nicollet hotel, Precedes with Tower, Kansas City Hal Roach’s ‘Blockheads.’ (Week ending Aug. 6, 1938) 
Minneapolis, Aug. 11 for ROK Se 2; Lyric, Minneapolis, 9; Stan- keri pee 
ie ley, Pittsburgh, 16; Earle, Wasning- Leo Reisman signed for an extra 





Secar Ellis’ band set at Adolphus to". 23 | week at Cocoanut Grove, Los An-| 
Seg: yhlis ; ¢ Adoipnus Gee rae. . 
hotel. Dallas, for two weeks starting £24000 | geles, winding up Sept. 5. | 
Frankie and Johnnie band opened 








Aug. 26. 
at the Sagamore hotel, Rochester, 
i. gerty aed 4 ra : , si ; | W () R 8 SEASON 
Room, Radio City, N. Y., until Ja % 
20, °39 Red Norve and Mildred Bailey into 
a Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y., Aug. 22. 
Clyde Lueas plays Hamid’s Million —-— k R 
Dollar Pier Atlartic City N. J Sammy Kave play ; for Commo- 
Sept. 5 to °1. “I ¥ tarting Sept. 30 


Lanny McIntire set at Seven Sea Benny Goodman plays Chicago HILL Y 
tI lefinitely . 9 ¢ } +, 
‘ j and tne 


, (‘al iY 
wood, Cal., in 


110 nniteiy theatre ( 1gO Sept 2 
oo Tower, Kansas City, Sept. 16 
tenny Meroff into Topsy Hol 
d, Sept. 14 Buddy Russell’s cocktailers opened Philadelphia, Aug. 9 
it the Fontenell hotel, Omaha, Neb., With only one week left to go in 
Glenn Miller plays Ocean Pier, | this week ts eight-week sked of al fresco con- 


Wildwood, N. J., Aug. 17 to Sept. 2 . bs 


certs, Robin Hood Dell is closing the 





Lowry Clark's band and Mansion, 


Horace Heidt’s theatre tour hits Youngstown, O.. merge Aug. 13. worst year in its nine-year history. 
Palace, Milwaukee, Sept. 2; Or- ale ey. Jupe Pluvius has been the cause of 
pheum, Minneapolis, 9; Orpheum, - - Y : the punk financial showing by spon- | 
Omaha, 23 and Tower, Kansas City, Phil Harris one-nights at Valley coring co-op Philly Orchestra mem- 
30 . ~ | Dale, Columbus, Sunday (14). | bers. With completion of the sev- 

wa | ce lenth week tonight (Tues.) 12 of 35 

Sande Williams into Carlton hotel Jimmy Joy’s orchestra opened re-|skedded concerts will have been 

Washington, D. C., Sept. 16 for MCA.| turn engagement at Bill Green’s,| called off Several were given in 
- —-- Pittsburgh, Friday (5), succeeding| weather so threatening that audi- 

tuddy Fisher opens at the 400/ Charlie Agnew, who moves to Cin-| ences were negligible. 
Club, Wichita, Kan, Aug. 10 for|cinnati spot after 10 weeks at Gross of about $80,000 last season, 
CRA Green's laced by MCA. which gave each of the 90 men par- 


Seeds ticipating a salary of approximately 
Eddie Condon opened at the Pines, 


Jimmy Peyton has had option! $50 a week. Will probably wind 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Aug. 8. picked up at Plaza Cafe, Pittsburgh,| up at about $60,000 this year. An- 

a until March 1. 1939. Band has been| other loss was taken due to a local 

Bob Grayson set at Riviera ball-! there now for more than six months.| department store failing to repeat 

room, Lake Geneva, Wis., starting — |last year’s scheme of buying out 

ig : le *tely all Sunday night concerts 
Aug. 7. Luke Riley regular staff band at completely all Su y nig 


for customers and employees. While 
six concerts a week were given last 
season, only five were scheduled in 
1938. 

Difference in the net, however, 
won't be so great, as expenses had 


station WJAS and on two-month 
summer leave from that station, into 
Crest, near Pittsburgh, for month’s 


Mike Riley plays for Woodmere 
Country Club, Woodmere, L. L, N. Y.., 
Aug. 13. stay. | 


Goergis Tre booked at Fort Hayes | Four Comiques, novelty band out 


hote ‘olumbus , . 1S : been trimmed by about $10,000. There 
a" Colum, ©, Aug 19 by | of Pittsburgh, to Whitecap Cafe, Cat-| have been fewer high-priced solo- 
/ ra = _ | alina Island, for remainder of sum-| ists and fewer pretentious opera and 
Earl Mellen band open at Gray | ™*!: | ballet performances. This resulted 
Wolf Tavern, Sharon, Pa., Aug. 15. | wen Wied |from the fact that the season was 


edie | Carmine Calhoun replaced Maxine! planned early in the spring when 
Guy Lombardo does a three dayer | Grey as singer with the Skinnay|the recession was greater than at 
for Steel Pier, Atlantic City, Aug. Ennis band at the Victor Hugo, Bev-| present. 
26-28, 


OE, Oe Os 
"AND PUBLICITY IN N.Y. 


N. Y., under new policy Sept. 30.| Strings opened last Wednesday (3) 
| 


D iy) | 
BD 











(2) D Kay Kyser’s sweet crew finally got 
D around to swinging Sunday after- 
|noon (7) in Central Park, N. Y.— 
| swinging at the screw-ball deliveries 
of George Warde, foghorn tooter for 
Johnny Messner. 
a hot session of softball with Kyser’s 
swingsters taking the short end of 
the ‘score,’ 8 to 2. 














IRVING BERLIN’S 


NOW IT CAN BE TOLD 
MY WALKING STICK 


Two hits from New York’s record-breaking picture, 
“ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND” 


A Darryl Zanuck 20th Century-Fox Production 


lege Kids,’ Henry Busse’s ‘Bombar- 
diers,, and Hal Kemp’s ‘Kannon- 
balls’ were scheduled to square off 
in a doubleheader. Sweet vs. swing 
was not the issue. But the Kannon- 
balls proved to be very large duds 
by ducking the setup. 





the delight of Busse’s cats and dis- 
gust of Messner’s Mudders, with the 





Another Irving Berlin sensation, RKO’s musical produc- 

tion “CAREFREE,” starring FRED ASTAIRE and 

GINGER ROGERS, with four hits: | 11 to 0 and none out in the second 
| inning. 


| USED TO BE COLOR BLIND | 


| scheduled sessions between various 
| hotel orchestras. It’s thought to de- 
‘em into winter attractions 


THE NIGHT IS FILLED WITH MUSIC | with the backing of Bill Hearst, Jr., 
CHANGE PARTNERS 
THE YAM 


(The new dance sensation created by 
Fred Astaire and Irving Berlin) 


| proceeds 


| Free Milk Fund for Babies. 











JEAN TENNYSON BACK 

Jean Tennyson, Chicago opera so- 
prano, returned to the U. S. last 
| week from Europe. 
| concert date at Grant Park, Chicago. 

Miss Tennyson, who's been sing- 
ing on the Continent, is set for a 
radio date Aug. 19 on the Cal Tinney 
i show. 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 











Outfits tangled in | 


Messner’s ‘Mudcats,’ Kyser’s ‘Kol- 


Nightcap was rained out, much to 
latter holding down a close lead of | 


Games were the first of regular 


using armories as playing fields, and 
forked over to Hearst's | 


Left to fill a, 





Music, Maestro, Please .........cscsccesesescvesesoes Berlin 
I Let a Song Go Out of My Heart.......-..eceeeee, Mills 
*Savs My Heart .....cccessecees eer Te eer 
A-Tisket A-FOSKGl....cccaccce ey erry ree rer Tee ree s Robbins 
When They Played the Polka.....csececseersceeveees Robbins 
Cathedral 1 THO PinGh. cc cccccvecesvsctinsveceseess Berlin 
I Hadn’t Anyone Till YOu... .cccccccccccccsserescved ABC 
*] Married an Angel .....-ccccccsecccces .. Robbins 
Pm Gonna Lock My Heart 0 cdes hcccsedescecccsesec GMeRITO 
Daley SUG ee ee 2 te. Seen cee be eee ae Cee eee ees Berlin 
Ther Honey on the Moon Tonight .. Miller 
*I’'ve Got a Pocketful of Dream . Santly-Jov 
Tu-Li Tulip Time . Chappell 
Little Lady Make Believe Olman 
When Mother Nature Sings Her Lullaby Santly-Joy 
* Indicates filmusical song. + Indicates stage production song. 


The others are pops. 














lnside Stuff—Music 





Current novelty hit of England and a smart-set fave on the Continent js 
‘The Lambeth Walk’ out of ‘Me and My Girl,’ the Lupino Lane musical in 
London. t's almost a year old, the show starting poorly, but the song 
pushed it into the hit class, somewhat paralleling Harry Archer's ‘I Love 
You’ hit for ‘Little Jesse James,’ and kindred instances 
Broadway in former years. Reg Connelly’s Campbell-( 
the tune which Mills Music has in America. Latter is 
a suitable spotting opportunity. 

‘The Lambeth Walk’ refers to the Lambeth district in southeastern Lon- 
don, a sort of the local Bowery. The exaggeratedly ‘tough’ manner of 
walking in Lambeth inspired the title. The ‘hoy’ catchphrase is a local 
idiom. From that comes the special type dance, which is a sort of modi- 
fied big apple. Reg Connelly is due over in America in September on new 
deals with U. S 


lg 
song 


around 
‘onnelly firm owns 


holding it back until 


mus! 


pus 


Harms. Inc., has obtained the renewal rights to ‘Somewhere a Voice is 
Calling Me’ from Arthur Tait and the estate of Eileen Newton. Right to 
due April, 1939. There was intense competition from 
American publishers for the renewal rights to the song, which rates not 
only a major radio performance-getter but a substantial sheet seller, 

‘Somewhere’s’ original publisher is Edward Ashdown & Co., of London, 
with Harms holding the American agency to the tune. Renewal deals for 
the American rights were worked out with the approval of the Ashdown 
firm. 


renew becomes 


as 


Wayne King has cleffed a new ‘Lee, Pass the Biscuits, 
His orch intro’d the piece on its Lady Esther commercial ove: 
Monday (8) night. 

Song was written as a salute to Lee O’Daniel, the Texas flour salesman- 
turned-politico who fortnight ago triumphed in that state’s gubernatorial 
Democratic primary, for which he campaigned with a hillbilly group. 


song, Please.’ 


CBS on 


Fred Waring is seeking an all male a capella choir to be featured on 
his program which starts for Bromo-Seltzer in the fall Robert Shaw, 


brother of Hollis Shaw, will direct. 

Advertisements were inserted in New York Herald Tribune and Times 
Sunday (7) for applicants. Waring wants only college men, preferably 
those formerly connected with school glee clubs. Wants 20 for his 
choral group. 


men 


Hal Kemp celebrated the 12th anniverary of his first radio broadcast last 
night (9) on his Griffin commercial. Leader was scheduled to play part 
of the original program played Aug. 9, 1926, over WSB, Atlanta. 

Only three members of Kemp’s original seven-piece crew are still with 
| him, Saxie Dowell, sax; Ben Williams, clarinet, and Kemp himself are the 
| trio. 
| 


Deal between American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers 
and 1939 Golden Gate International Exposition in San Francisco was set 
in confab between Gene Buck and Exposition director Harris Connick 
last week. Buck is moving to Frisco with family for two months next 
summer during Fair. 








All-America Jive | Lotte Lehmann to Guest 
| For Crosby, Magic Key 


Paul Whiteman discourses on| Lotte Lehmann, arriving today 
All-American Swing in an early is- | ‘Wed.) from Europe on the Cham- 
‘sue of Collier's. . |plain for her first summer visit to 
| << en ,; this country, has been signed to guest 
ture ef his mas aetiahe P ; tion to bookings set for Magic Key, 

' . among other air programs. Exact 
| dates aren't set. She will fill concert 
| 








; engagements Aug. 16, Colorado 
L “ liens o : 5S 5 , 
Jimmie Lunceford orchestra plays |Springs; Aug. 20, Santa Barbara; 


three day date at the Palisades, N. Y. Aug. 30, Milwaukee, and Sept. 3, Hol- 
| Sept. 3-5. Southland Cafe, Boston, | lywood Bowl. Opens her regular 
| Sets outfit next, opening Sept. a1, | fall tour et. 13 at hen egy a 
3 P iss Lehmann will again app 
_ ga — oe ae. satier | with the Met Opera this winter, and 
spot crew gets a Mutual wire. lis booked for another lengthy concert 

—— tour of Australia next spring. S0- 
|prano also expects to correct final 
|proofs of her autobiog, ‘Midway in 
day stay at the Orpneum theatre,|My Song,’ her second book. She also 
Memphis, Aug. 12, then nops to Fort plans to take out her first citizenship 
Worth for a date at Lakewood Ca- papers here. She arrived with her 
‘sino, opening Aug. 18, i four stepchildren. 








Bill Bardo orchestra opens a four- 























THE SMASH NOVELTY 


TOP BEATIN’ ROUND THE 


HIT! 


MULBERRY BUS 


By BICKLEY REICHNER and CLAY BOLAND 
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Pittsburgh, Aug. 9, 
of remote broadcast ban by 
a] 60 altered William Penn hotel's 
see intention of dropping 
sil altogether, but couldn't save 
pot's summer room, the Urban Roof, 


ding. Once class place of 
f had been doing poorly all 
d hotel closed it last week, 
Hamilton’s orch| 
ametairs to Grill, where supper 
wil be held for remainder 


oo) winter, same thing hap- 

“ at William Penn. Italian Ter- 
“ had been remodeled at cost of 
rare et $50,002, but flopped badly 
‘after two-month try, with lancing 
being switched at that time to Grill 


Lifting 


from fol 
town, Roo 
; summer an 





E again. Previously Grill had been 
hotel's low-priced room, featuring 
Bavarian troupes and low-priced 


s. 
raul it was the heat that got 


Urban Roof. Literally, it isn’t a roof, 
being only on 17th floor of hotel, 
which rises four stories higher than 
that, Spot has no cooling system and 
recent siege Of warm weather put 
bi the skids. 

"trade generally at roadhouse 
spots, however, picked up somewhat 
last week following lifting of radio 
ban. Band broadcasts was con- 
sidered best advertising source and 
business fell off considerably during 
month Musicians union invoked the 
taboo. 


Martin, Pitt Stanley 
Settle Coin Tiff, But 
Goodman Deal Is Off 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 


Salary differences, which threat- 
ened to eliminate engagement for a 
while, have finally been settled be- 
tween Tony Martin and Stanley the- 
atre, and radio-film player will bring 
his band to WB de luxer Labor Day | 
week, opening Sept. 2. Originally 
scheduled for middle of this month, 
but date was set back when they | 
couldn’t get together on dough. 

Stanley’s deal for Benny Goodman | 
apparently has fallen through, since 
latter has been booked for a one- 
nighter at Kennywood Park Aug. 22, 
with agreement that he won’t play 
anywhere else in this territory for 
40-day period. 

WB de luxer is lined up solid with | 
bands up to time Martin plays here, 
with Ozzie Nelson-Harriet Hilliord 
current, to be followed on successive 
weeks by Jan Savitt-Three Stooges; 
Phil Harris, and then Bunny Berigan, 
latter with Maxine Sullivan. 


Texas Casa May Go On 
ToLabor Day; 17G 1st Wk. 


Fort Worth, Aug. 9. 

Casa Manana here likely will be 
continued through Labor Day if 
Present good business continues, ac- 
trea to Lew Wasserman, execu- 
Pig — of Music Corp of Ameri- 
is aioe week, 23,000 saw 
’ Oss receipts UU, 
. tax, Wasserman said. ene 
tee On Downey, first booked for 
ays, is expected to be set for 

an additional two weeks. 
oe acts and four produc- 
Guaa ne of 52 girls will be| 
"eo Tiday (12) for second two- 
ber's = ogram, On which Jan Gar- 
Vey ne replaces Wayne King. 
lone S will include Ames and 
ma, “Omedy dance team: Sunny 
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Day. Edgar Bergen- | 
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Gouraud Turns Pro | 


Philadelphia. Aug. 9. 

uraud, who runs night | 
WCAU, has been | 
-ynch to m.c. show 
Detiog ur Roof for an indefinite 
atter-din Sinning Sept. 22. A vet 


ne SNnealar , . 
0uraud’s Sy aker, this will be 





toducer, st job here as pro in- 

Sophi 

; ie . ve ; 

how When ucker Will headline the 
N Gouraud opens. 


Hildegarde’s Int'l Dates 


Hildegarde, who arrived Monday 
(8) in New York from London, will 
go back next April for an extensive 
stay in England and the continent. 
May do two pictures for Gaumont- 
British and has a number of nitery 
dates already set, among them the 
Barclay, London, where she recently 
closed a month’s stay. 

Singer opened last night (Tues- 
day) at the Mounds Club, Cleveland, 
and will stick there through Sept. 8, 
then returns to open the following 
night (9) at the Savoy Plaza, N. Y. 
While in England she made her first 
feature pic, ‘Music Hath 
for Gaumont. 








sai Ban Of, but Pitt. Urban Roof 
Folds Anyhow; Roadhouse Biz Up: 








© 15 YEARS AGO e | 


(From Vanrety and Clipper) 





N. Y. Palace had a nine act show 
with dancing in eight of ’em. Cliff 
Edwards and Lou Clayton back on 
Keith time after deserting to Shu-| 
bert. Others were Four Mortons, 
Adelaide and Hughes and Rita 
Gould. Bradford Ropes was a sup-| 
port in one of the acts. 





L. & E.’s New Lineup | 


New edition of Leon & Eddie’s 
(N. Y.) summer revue policy last 











Jesse Block was teamed with night (9) holds Texas Tommy and 
Francine Dunlop at the Riverside. |his three wild mustangs, Vernon | 
se 'Rathbun’s Revels, Dorothy Jeffers, 
Vincent Lopez at the Brighton and| The Whirling Woods, Ann O’Con- 
offering a novelty in an automatic! nor, Carmen and the Wally Wanger 
piano playing, the opening and close | sextet. 
of a number while he handled the Holdovers are Iris Adrian, Helen 
| middle section. Made the recording | Wainwright and her Olympic Div- 
himself. ing Girls, Eddie Davis and Lou} 
—_—_— Martin’s orchestra. 


| 


Charms, | 


AFA, PHILLY ORG 


NEAR HARMONY 
AFTER TIFF 


American Federation of Actors 
hasn’t yet entirely ironed out its 
differences with the Entertainers 


Federation of America (Pittsburgh 
union) and the United Entertainers 
Association (Philadelphia group). 
However, AFA _ reports that an 
agreement has been reached with 
UNA in Philly for that body to come 
into the AFA fold within a month. 

A mass meeting will be held in 
Philadelphia Sept. 25 at Musician’s 
Hall, at which time final details of 
the UNA’s absorption will be ironed 
out. UNA will have _ separate 
autonomy as far as local problems 
and wage scales go. Local salaries, 
etc., will be handled from the New 
York end. So far, the San Francisco 
office of AFA is only one with 
absolute separate autonomy. 


Pittsburgh and Philly moves are 
part of executive secretary Ralph 
Whitehead's plan for reorganization 
of all branch offices and attempted 
absorption of small outside unions. 
First attempt met with temporary 
stymie in Pitt last week, when EFA 
refused to part with its present coin 
and demanded self rule. Whitehead 
held another meet with EFA Sunday 
(7) in People’s Alliance Hall, Pitts- 


' burgh, but no result yet. 


Files Charges with NLRB 


AFA filed its official charges with 
the National Labor Relations Board 
against the Ringling Bros.-Barnum 
& Bailey circus Saturday (6). It 
now claims active support of the 
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen 
and the International Alliance of Bill 
Posters for working agreement to 
assist each other in case of trouble 
and furthering boycott of R. B.- 
B. & B. circus. 

Answering Fred L. Shaw, of Geyer, 
Cornell &  Neweli, advertising 
agency in Detroit, which seeks to form 
a Save the Circus Campaign, the 
AFA states that it is in full accord 
with move as long as it is on an 
‘American basis.’ 


Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 





| 





| 
| 
| 


Refusal of Pittsburgh local enter- | 


tainers’ union to jump into the AFA 
because of the demand that it turn 
over its treasury to the parent or- 
ganization had its counterpart here, 


| the novelty features of the upstairs 


but has now been straightened out. | 


Ralph Whitehead, prez of AFA, af- 
ter lengthy confabs with Tom Kelly, 
biz agent of United Entertainers As- 


sociation, has agreed to give the 
UEA local jurisdictional autonomy. | 


In other words, it will also keep in- 


| tact all the money it now has in its 


how- 


AF 4 


collections, 


the 


treasury. Future 
ever will go into 
treasury. 

Another 


central 


concession allow2d_ by 


| Whitehead is two paid officers, a biz 


agent and -ecretary 


PHILLY NITERY SHIFTS 
Philadelphia, Aug. 9. 
Ubangi Club here will shift from 
its Harlem moiif in the fall to one oj 
the village barn type. Moniker will 


be ehanged when hi-de-ho is re- 
placed by livestock. 
Colored show will be taken by the 


wife of Harvey Lockman, owner ot! 
the Ubangi, to the C it Grove 
which will also get a new tag. 


COal 


Light business at the Brighton, | aii ec 
N. Y., a Coney Island house, blamed | 
on the radio. First time the alibi 
had been used. 


A. C. CONTINUES 


Girl at the American roof did al 
Spanish dance using only the right 
foot. Left stayed placed in one 
stage spot, 





George Damerel and Myrtle Vail 

at the Majestic, Chi. Had not 
thought up Myrt and Marge for 
radio yet. Headline and making 
good in the spot. 


o- —— 





Three acts at the Chicago Palace | 
had to speech off at the Sunday 
show; Karyl Norman, Sylvia Clarke} the heat in the 
and Martha Pryor. 


Atlantic City, Aug. 9. 
weekend saw business 





The past 


big cities driving 
|many to the resort. Every form of 
| entertainment biz is looking up after 





Exhibs were demanding shorter! a slow season start. 
and better pictures and no block ‘Algiers’ (UA), at the Apollo, is 
booking. doing the big film biz. The Ice 





| Follies, at the Auditorium, with a 
Monroe Centennial and Motion! two-hour revue, is 20% ahead of last 
Picture Exposition in Los Angeles a| year, although it’s a repeat with new 
$120,000 bust. Bankruptcy papers| routines. Midget Automobile Races 
cited $30,000 assets, but doubtful. | at the Airport are finding the going 
| tough, and failed to run last Satur- 
Trade was buzzing with the report day night (6). There’s going to be a 
that Famous Players was planning | battle of bands down here the latter 
to sell the Putnam building to a/ part of the month with Rudy Vallee 
separate company, which would| and Benny Goodman at Steel Pier, 
erect a theatre for Par. Wiseacres| and Mal Hallet and Paul Whiteman 
pointed out it could not be done—| at Hamid’s. Tex Cooper, 82, said to 
but it was. | be one of Buffalo Bill’s original cow- 
| boys, holds the record for the oldest 
Planned to send out five com- | m.c. in town, He’s at the Dude 
panies of ‘The Fool’ for road tours. | Ranch Show. 
Each company had a minister to lec-| Miss Babette put on a new show 
ture to societies, spotted by advance | at her club, but held over South and | 
men who traveled four weeks ahead.| Lane and Lillian Barnes. Shirley 
| Herman, who has been making radio 
: | appearances as Mrs. Schlepperman, 
ems — | has been booked at the Club Nomad. 
~’|Cross and Dunn return to the 500 
| Club this Friday (12). 


Sophie Tucker clicked so well at 
the Bath and Turf that the manage- 











Cissie Loftus 
comeback on the Keith time. 
finished up another comeback, 





Death of President Harding closed 
all theatres in Washington for three 
days. Other towns closed the day 


of the funeral. ; : 
have closed at Hamid’s Pier. 


NITERY AGENT, WILLIE 
WEBER, IN DOPE JAM 


William S. Weber, New York vaude 
| and nitery booker, was arrested in 
| Philadelphia Aug. 7 by Federal 
sensational | agents, charged with being connected 
Had a $32,000| with a narcotic ring. He is being 
and a $22,000 advance | held in N. Y. pending further inves- 
‘Frisco. Playing ‘Juliet.’ | tigation of the charges. 








Nine British bands were playing 
jazz, following Paul Whiteman’s 
London success. 





Pantages breaking the jump be- 
tween Seattle and Vancouver with 
a week a Victoria. Acts played on 
sharing terms, with usually little 
to share, 











Jane Cowl doing a 
business out west. 
week in Los 
sale in 


| Aqua-Ballet, 


TOHIKE AFTER =~" 


| cafe 


SLOW START | 


here at its best for the season, with | 


Allegheny Sesqui in Pitt Will Use 
1,000 Vaude, Nitery, Legit Specialties 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 
Vaude, cafe and legit talent in 
Pittsburgh will get its biggest break 
locally in years next month during 
Allegheny County Sesqui-Centennial 


celebration, which opens at South 
Park Sept. 2 and runs for several 
weeks. Figured that nearly 1,000 
performers will be used and spon- 
sors intend to book home-town talent 


almost exclusively. 
mammoth 
South 


will be a 
to be 


Park’s big outdoor pool, and three- 


Features 


staged in 


act war drama written by Judge 
M. A. Musmanno, who co-authored 
Paul Muni’s’~ coal-mine picture, 


In addition, there will 


acts on the 
number of 


and circus 
together with 
shows 

Some talk of Shuberts and Fortune 


be musical 
Midway, 


Gallo putting on an abbreviated 
session of outdoor operas at South 
Park during the celebration, but 
that’s not been set yet. Figured this 
may fall through, however, due to 


lateness of the Sesqui, with leading 
talent hardly available at that time. 


Vaude Supplementing 
Semi-Gershwin Concert 


At Randall’s Island Stad. 


Ferde Grofe’s orch., Connie Bos- 
well, Eddie Garr, Bob Howard, Six 
Continentals, Margo Waldron and six 
or seven other acts will take part in 
a semi-Gershwin memorial concert 
at Randall’s Island stadium tonight 
(Wed.). 

Two-hour show will be split. Grofe 
will direct an all-Gershwin concert, 
followed by the various acts. Margo 
Waldron, ballet dancer, will twirl 
to ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ 


Nazarro, Jr., Quits As 
Actor to Run School 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 9. 
Nat Nazarro, Jr., is retiring from 
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He was sitting at a table at the! 
” Little Rathskeller, in Philly, watch- | 
French V illage Idea | ing a couple of acts when nabbed by 


. 1 th - e . P : 
Slated for Int’l Casino ‘°° G-men. Latter allege he is one_ 


of several big shots in a dope ring. 
The French Village idea, which | 


It was stated that he had been! 
Clifford C. Fischer proposed for the | associated with Waxey Gordon in, 
Iceland, New York, will be one of 


various hotel ventures, and was al- 
legedly concerned in pinch of a N. Y. | 
inn several years ago when the hotel | 
was controlled by ‘torpedoes’ and | 
proper will house the revue from used as headquarters for the ‘stuff.’ | 
Fischer's wondon Casino, coming Gordon is now serving a 10-year 
over Sept. 25, bu. the main outer | term in the Federal pen. 
lounge will be a supplementary fea-| Weber has operated as an indie 
ture, tricked up _ into Mont- agent and booker around N. Y. for 
martre idea. many years. He was also associated 
Henry Lartigue, general manager with the Music Corp. of America in| 


room when Fischer opens at the In- 
ternational Casino, The Casino 


the 


for Fischer, will come over next’ several deals, althouch not working 
month to run the show. Eddie Lewis; for it. He acted as contact, turn- | 
may also make the trip, although! ing over some accounts to MCA. | 
he’s tied up as Fischer's personal, while it reciprocated by booking 
ren in other London productions. some of his acts at their locations. 
The International this week. on the Se ae 
last lap of its ‘Ice Follies,’ dropped 
the location and minimum charges. 


Arcadia and Embassy, 


| *hilly, in Li . 
5 Sh , i it Philly, in Liquor Jams 
am annon $ nl Philadelphia, Aug, %, 
- Arcadia International restaurant 
and the Embascy Club. loral niteriec 
Sam Shannos r produc ng _ 2@n 1 the Emba y ere 10 ain ries, 
: +1..40,9 | Have been cited by the Siate Liquo: 
ve ao” \< * } rn¢ . 1 , 
Vauae init a untitie d. mated Control Board for alleged Violation 
for Se ber opening. Break- of the liquor laws. Hearing on the 
n will likely be in Philadelphia que 1 of revocation of license 
Tw icts already set are Buster will be held Aug. 19. Ch f 
West-Lucille Page and the Radio ing after legal heu 
Aces Three other standard turn Violation is alleged to have 
ll be added and a line of 16 girls. place last January. 


active stage work to open a dancing 


ment is trying to arrange a return | academy in downtown Pittsburgh 
date. Red Norvo and Mildred Bailey | some time this fall. Nazarro, son of 


the agent, got his start in the early 
twenties with the Shuberts in their 
Winter Garden shows, and later 
headlined in flock of units for Loew’s 
and Publix. 

His last engagement here was as 
m.c. at Nixon cafe, where he closed 
few weeks ago. 





Rex, St. L. Nite Club, 


Loses License Appeal 
St. Louis, Aug. 9. 

George Blockburger, Jr., owner of 
the Rex, downtown nitery, last week 
suffered a flock of legal reverses 
when Judge Eugene C. Sartorious 
upheld Excise Commissioner Law- 
rence McDaniel, who recently re- 


| voked Blockburger’s liquor license. 


Judge also dismissed a temporary re- 
straining order which has been in 
effect since April. 

Blockburger ran afoul of McDan- 
iel’s purge of niteries last spring, 
when his license was revoked be- 
cause he was alleged to have cons 
ducted a disorderly establishment, 
sold liquor after hours and didn’t 
have the interior visible from the 
street. 





Some Cook 


Detroit, Aug. 9. 


State rum board has ypiven EI 
Dorado nitery 60 days in which to 
dispose of its license, as aftermath of 
a beating sustained by Frank X. 
Martel, prez of Wayne County & De- 
troit Feaeration of Labor. in the Le 

The attack, administered I 
Myrtle Garrison, chief OK the 
nitery, took place while Marte! 

a guest of the firefi tes i ion 
the clu if 
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NEW ACTS 


JERRY COOPER 





HOLLYWOOD STAR DOUBLES (11) 


Variety Singing 
20 Mins. 12 Mins.; One 
This is the act Kurt Robitschek Loew’s State, N. Y. 


} 
Off a one-year shot on the Holly- 


ee fro ollywood to London. ; 
imported from Holl) wood Hotel air show, Jerry Cooper | 


“1109 ic ft >} rear _— ¢ - . : * . 
Howard Bruce is their director-man- | comes into vaude with strictly his 
aver and Dan Eckley, tapster, m.c.s|excellent baritone voice. What's 
= | i ; ; etoaca Praca ‘oa can > 
the troupe. Arthur McLaglen per- | Missing 1s stage presence and the 





| ability to get close to his audience. | 


: ne tata arnt ic . ar- - 
sonates his brother, Victor; Tom Ha Also faulty are those studied ges-| 


bert. also said to be a real-life broth- 


tures while singing. A lack of| 
ot ‘bert, shadows the lat- hile. g ; | 
er of ag ae — ewes ee | spontaneity is very noticeable. | 
te.’. h rest, esplt } < $:mMli- e ; : s e : : : | 
larities, are no _ relations. Carole Vocally, Cooper is plenty good, | 


araw | the cinger alen havins ; 
Dietrich personates Marlene; Mar- the singer also having the looks and 
’ femme trade 


++ 


varet Bryson is Loretta Young: Ezelle | youth to a tract the de if| 
Poule is ZaSu Pitts: Earl Haddon, | ned only loosen up. One of his 
Bing ( by: Virginia Rendel, Mae t yn old-fash ned elephone plea 
West; Be Diet Garbo; Sylvia | +0 iS sweethear should be elimi- 
LaMar Joan Crawford; James May laced Too crude as delivered here 
is W. C. Field too dated 

The idea of this act is OK. Troupe tte in a nitery-type show 
sac h for ballyhoo, but requires ; headed by Nick Kenny, radio col-| 
further kneading. They did their | umnist, Cooper is the marquee name | 
stuff en , +, T.ondon in the | but not the layout’s top applause- | 
-hip’s gala on the S. S. Ie de France | getter, undoubtedly due to the fact| 
and got a lot of English newspaper | his faulty presentation greatly nul- 
publicity before opening at the Pal- | lifies vocal attractiveness. 


type of act Scho. 


| © Fe io 


ladium. It’s also a gocc 
for cafes. 

Background of the act is that some 
did stand-in work: as a unit they 
appeared in a Columbia film with a 


SLIM AND SLAM 
Singing, Music 





Some Bang 


Akron, Aug. 9. 

There’s danger in putting too 
much zest into ai act, strong 
man Bob Ranger found out here 


at the Red, White and Blue 
Club. His specialty is the 
bursting of auto inner tubes, 


which he blows up with grunts, 
grimaces and wheezes. Other 
night the act was going with a 
bang when: 

‘Bang!’ went the inner tube, 
but the screams of two women 
drowned out the applause. At 
City hospital Helen Pazos was 


treated for a lacerated 1 it 
eye, injured by a flying piece 
of rubber Mrs. Ginger Ante 

Wa end 1 t 1porari!] leaf 
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Hollywood background. a 19 Mins. 
Besides closely ee oo Apollo, N. Y. 
‘e famous prototypes, eacn aoes a . ae’ 
nig Boag ‘> idantiand th tI Slim and Slam, two colored boys 
bit or numbcr identified with the : ys 
undry film stars These takeoffs | Whose ciaim to fame is that they 
pert ‘ree become the major standard | °riginated and popularized ‘Flat Foot 
ye] ree € m { r Stands 1 pele hint éegaee a aes 
for talent-gauging. But not alway F looge¢ h they wrote, have 


. a a Sa atl 3 cabs 
do the most closely resembled peo- |enousn on the dai » continue even 


. . after this number is -sott 

le ‘ke the best impressions. fter this number is forgotten. All 
ple mal , —, <i. , ee 
Abel. |they need do is develop the taller 

ae eee) |one’s dancing and his agility on the 


| xylophone. 


EDMUND LOWE (2) | Both sing well enough 


Comedy manner and they work smoothly to- 
8 Mins.; One sether musically, one with a bass 
State-Lake, Chicago fiddle and the other with a guitar. 


Overdo that moving of the mike to 


Back to the interview age goes the t th 
get tones of the bass violin, because 


personal appearance, Edmund Lowe |}; 1 -daiy worth the effort. Taller 
is doing a poor turn along these of two is adept as a musician, be- 
lines. Even here, before one of the | sides showing talent for hoofing. 
softest vaude-audience touches in | Both, however, are overshadowed by 


the country, he failed to register. 
Lowe makes a fine appearance and | 
handles himself well enough, but the | 
interview gagging is hopeless stuif. 
Needs new material and needs it | 
quickly. 
Femme assist asks him questions 
which are supposed to draw more , Sally 


their stress on ‘Floogee.’ Wear. 


FANNING OUT 





Rand Will Try Her Hand at 


or less funny answers. But they Serious Drama 

don’t. Leads to the _ inevitable | 

clinch and attempt to drag some s. a. ——— 

into the act. This also fails to get Sally Rand is going to stow her 
over fans in mothballs and go in for 


in swingy | 


A sideshow in a Longchamps 
| ting is the idea behind Bob Ripley’s 
| Odditorium, which will open the lat- 
ter part of October in the Hollywood 
theatre building on Broadway. Show 
will take up the entire first floor of 
the block-long building between 5lst 
ar‘ 52d streets on Broadway, with 
an elaborate lobby and entrance 
| through what was formerly a drug 


store on the corner opposite the 
| Capitol theatre. 
| Setup, it is estimated, will cost 


$100,000 
Ripley 


$150,000 
is putting 


and 
himself 


| between 
initially. 


| 


| the remainder coming from Terry 
| Turner, who will be the exploitation 
head, and Chicago interests which 
backed the Ripley shows at the Chi- 


Diego, Dallas and Cleveland. 

Odditorium on Broadway ex- 
pected to be permanent, Ripley sign- 
jing a three-and-a-half-year lease and 
holding an op?:on for another four- 
and-a-half-year period. 

Ripley will not be included among 
the exhibits at the New York World's 
| Fair opening next spring. Instead, 


is 





|}up a sizable chunk of this coin, with | 


cago World’s Fair and expos in San | 


=—==—, 

















| Splitting the Theatres 


(Continued from page 3) 





| thanson, a naturalized Canadi 


a 


an 
probably the second or third _ 


;}man in Canada, i f richest 
- a. .¢ ;m a, 1S one o the f i 

ss on 
there ay of discussion men in the business able to sila 
Crees: - such a big financial deal. Idea bac, 
Schenck-Spitz |of this is said to be that Nathanson, 


| “(2) That in the alignment where/| not being a resident of the U. gs 


Loew’s controls Metro, one setup has | could not be legislated out | 


been talked about. Most widely dis- 


leussed one on Loew is that Nick 
Schenck is talking a deal with 
Leo Spitz of RKO. This one 
runs about as follows: RKO would 
sive its film company (RKO Radio 
Pictures) and contracts to Metro in 
excnange f r the L ew theatres 
with the probability of Spitz being 
president of any such Loew-RKO 


theatre combo 


| 


I.oew has 103 theatres which make 
3.900.000 to $4,000,000 net annually 
1s against around $11,000,000 netted 
by the film company itself. RKO 
has 96 theatres which earn $2,500,- | 
000 to $3,000.000 per year. Naturally, 
there would be some sort of new 
fineancial arrangement, with a new 
deal in stock. 

This talked about new circuit 
would be given about 200 of the 
finest houses in America, with tre- 


mendous seating capacity and enor- 
mous buying pewer. At present, with 
both circuits fighting each ot f 


ier itor 
trol in New York, where the vast 


cot 


bulk of both circuits’ theatres are 
located, Loew always is bidding 
against RKO. Combined circuit 
would have comparatively smooth 


sailing and probably would be able 
to double the present combined 
profit. 

| Thought of a trust is dispelled 
with the comment that such could 
not be since it would be an inde- 
pendent circuit in every regard. Size 
of such circuit is small compared 
with Paramount's interest or hold- 
| ings in some 1,100 theatres. 


Freeman Over Par 


(3) That the Paramount situation 
probably would see Y. Frank Free- 


{ f contro 
and out of business. : 


| WB the Lone Wolf 


Through all these talks and diseys. 
sions, Warner Bros. is keeping out of 
everything and 
lone wolf in any 


playin , 


trictly the 
thou ht f dividing 


up theatre holdings. Company will 
not sit in with anybody because of 
its attitude following the said St 
Louis experience. And wl 


1 ere Loew 
Par and RKO might talk things over, 
20th-Fox yn working 
out a deal should it have Pe 
itself loose from an interest in 
National Theatres. 

Following is the list of top theatre 
executives whose names have been 
spcken of or discussed as future the. 
atre executives to top independent 
chains made of former affiliated Op- 
erations, when and if this is done: 
Leo Spitz is favored to head any 
Loew-RKO combo, with such assist. 


too, is figuring 
separate 


cut 


ants as Joseph Vogel, Joe Plunkett, 
Charles & Moskowitz Marvin 
Schenck, L. K. Sidney. Executives 
for any indie chain emerging from 


Paramount-Publix count on Y 
Frank Freeman as president, with 
such operators as J. J. Fitzgibbons 


John Balaban, Izzy 


+ 
Ul 


Rappaport, Mar- 
n Mullin, A. H. Blank, M. A. Light. 
man, Ralph Branton, Harold B, 
Franklin, Emil Stern and Sj Fabian 
as For Warner Bros. names 
mentioned for an independent opera. 
tion include Albert H. Warner, as 
head, with Joseph Bernhard, Harry 
Kalmine, Frank Phelps, Nat Wolf 
and James Coston as operators, 


aides. 


This is the way discussions size up 
currently. Clip this story, put it in 
your hat and see just how they come 


. ; , | Out in the late fall of 1939 
man being made president of all 
theatres, giving up his office and] ———_—— — 
directorship with Par should the | 
theatres be divorced. This ex-| AUDITION SINGING WAITERS 
pectancy is based on the natural | 


|course of procedure since it would 


Act works next to the footlights | jesit in a big way when she finishes | the sideshow exhib at this spot will | be logical for Freeman to head any 


without any special rigging or light- | 
ing. Entire impression is that Lowe 
is trying to get on and off as quickly 


her film in George Hirliman’s cur- 
rent whodunit, ‘Murder on Sunset 
as possible; and this doesn’t help to Boulevard.’ First stepping stone to 
warm up any audience. Gold. | serious drama will be Westport, 
|Conn., in a strawhat performance of 
‘Rain,’ followed by two weeks in 
‘Susan and God’ at Mt. Kisco, 

If Miss Rand’s portrayal of ‘Su- 
san’ meets the critical approval of 
Rachel Crothers, its author, she will 
organize her own company for a 
tour of the sticks, bidding a last 
farewell to feathers, balloons and 
other terpsichorean paraphernalia. 








Frank and Warren Lassiter 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 
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BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46" ST. NEW YORK 
Bryant 9-7800 





J. A. 


LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 





e the rival ‘Strange as It May Seem’ 
cartoon conductor, John Hix 

Admish to Ripley’s Broadway 
Odditoriun. will range up to a 75c 
top at night, lower scale prevailing 
during the day and for kids. 


FOX, PHILLY, RESUMING 


turn to pics-band 


shows exited. 


traction set, via Rockwell-O’Keefe. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





The Len Grottes are boating on 
upper Saranac Lake. 

Gertrude Broderick, Johnnie’s sis- 
ter, trying to get a tan near Lake 
MacKenzie. 

Robert Dye, Charlotte, N. C., 
showman, here at Lake Colby. 


manager, to Salvin Rock for swim- 
ming. 

Eddie Sullivan here for swimming. 
He’s in Providence theatre biz. 


back for a checkup. 
Major Finley, 
man, who ozoned at the Will Rogers, 


duce amateur minstrel 
local firm there. 
in one year. 


for 


shows 





publicity department of 
Pictures, a new arrival 
Rogers. 


at the 


ated on by Dr. Wariner Woodruff. 
































FEATURED AL BAL TABARIN, PARIS 
_ 
7 Danced by Request at Bagatelle Garden Party, Paris, 
| Before Their Majesties, the King and Queen of England 
+ 
° Under Management of 
LEDDY & SMITH, New York FOSTERS AGENCY, London 


Capt. Paul Gilgar, who did this OPENING TODAY (August 10th) PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
| trick in two months, has left for Exclusive Personal Mgt. BEN B. LIPSET, 607 Fifth Avenue. New Y 
| home. a — 
| David Bines, Paramount procucer, —— ears ew 


here making 
| Eddie Vogt for 
that he will bring to the Will Rogers 


arrangements witl 


elsewhere who are ill. 











PICTURES-BAND POLICY 


ex- 


A. B. Anderson, Pontiac theatre | pe 


Tommy Abbott, who saw 15 years | 
of this up here and tried Pine Bush, 
N. Y., ozoning for a few months, is 


old-time minstrel- 


left for Buffalo, where he will pro- 
a 
Made the comeback 


Lillian Kohler, formerly with the 
Universal 


Will 


Carlene Knight successfully oper- 


the coming big show 


| HILDEGARDE 


G ENCAGEMENTS IN 

S, NOW BACK IN U. S. 
Personal Mer. 

ANNA SOSENKO 


Lake Placid Players invited the 
; Will Rogerites to attend their 
matinee. 

Write to those in 


Saranac and 


independent theatre group if Para- 
mount divorces its theatres from the 
picture 


corporation, because he is 
the theatre head now. 
Understood that, no matter what 


| the interest in a theatre circuit oper- | 


|ation might be, that interest would 
be sheared off to make it a separate 
| theatre entity. Of course, Par would 
'not be supposed to have a hand in 
the theatre circuit or circuits set up, 
nor would any other film company, 
| if the divorcement alignment is car- 


Fox theatre, Philadelphia, will re-| ried out for affiliates or subsids. 
policy Sept. 2. 
Changes over from straight pictures, | rectorates, but there is no way of 
policy for couple of years since stage | stopping individual people from be- | 


| There could be no interlocking di- 


| ing or becoming stockholders. No 


alty involved, 


Rough estimate of Paramount's 
| theatre holdings is $75,000,000 to 
| $100,000,000. 


Par’s Partners 


Belief is that any divorcement of 
| theatres from the film company op- 
| erations would take in the Walsh cir- 
cuit, Lucas & Jenkins, Sparks, Wilby- 
| Kincey, Saenger circuit, 66 houses 
|run by Interstate, B. & K. Great 
| States and Tri-State-Blank circuit. 
| People like Barney Balaban, Stanton 
| Griffis and Austin 


| directorates of the film company or 
| go with theatres. 

(4) That the Poli circuit, controlled 
| by Loew and N. L. Nathanson, of 
Canada. in all probability would be 
| turned over 100% to Nathanson, who 
probably for money, bonds and stock. 
would buy out Loew’s interests. Na- 


Mal Hallett’s orch is the first at-| collusion in this respect could be. 
| thought of because of the severe pen- | 


. Keough would 
| have to decide whether to remain on | 


Auditions for waiters is the latest 
being tried by a third-rate Brooklyn 
| (N. Y.) nitery. 

Standing rule that all singing 
waiters—only entertainment in place 
—must first audition for boss before 
getting job. Pays $2 nightly, of which 
the booker gets 5@c. 


1S 











AT LIBERTY— 


Dutch-American citizen ac- 
quainted with international show 
business in every phase. Speaks 
English, French, German, Dutch, 
Flemish fluently. Spent 5 years 
in Paris theatrical booking ex- 
change. Would like to return to 
Europe as representative for 
pictures, radio or booking office. 


BOX 707 
Variety, New York 
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MOUNT ROYAL-LONDON 


MARBLE ARCH, W.I. 
APARTMENT HOTEL TERMS 
With PRIVATE BATH, BREAKFAST 
One Person 12/6 per night 
céceee 21/- per night 
Phone MAYFAIR—8040 
Miller Gordon—Controller 











Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 
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FOUND! —A New Sensational Singing Trio 
FIRST NEW YORK APPEARANCE 


WAYNE SISTERS 


7 








1 


AFTER FULFILLIN 
LONDON AND PARI 


American Rep.: JACK BERIELL 








E ° . SHERER 
uropean Rep.: HENKY 
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a ar NEXT WEEK (Aug. 15) 
richest 
1e few THIS WEEK (Aug. 8) 
SWing | 
g P ‘ . os 5 
a back Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
how. whether full or split week 
1anson, bd 
es | 
contro] ais 
mead Arthur Behan H > 
— Harry Donnelly etel Edison 
RKO Joe Howard Biue Barron Ore | 
Spike Harrison Don Alexander | 
: Bernie Grauer 
discus. . Hotel Essex House 
; out of ew YORK CITY waaaatagerd Black Cat Richa Himber Ore 
tly t *rusie Hall (11) Palace (12) Pearl Baines Dell & Hamory 
i d he Robert Weede Jack Gwynne Co Dottie Rhodes Hotel Gov. Clinton | 
IVidin ‘ardini Gnow Hart Dolores Brown ; es 
nv win Biltmorettes . h roe =" Wallace Bros Eddy Mayehoff Ore 
. 4 Erno Rapee Symp | Svivia Manon Co Amanda Randolph Betty Gale 
ause of Corps de Ballet } 53 ad B Millington Orc Hotel Half M 
o “Moon 
. St. Boulevard Tavern | Jack Melvin Ore 
> Loew, | (Elmhurst, L. L) | 
5S Over Loew Dave Fox | Hotel Lexington 
rorki . Sonny & S Dall Ray Kinney Ore 
e Ing Oe | Mile Roland | Shetel Lineal 
have to nee - CITY Stoores rhelma Nevins ote incoln 
re NEW YORK CIT — Cameron Crosby | w ll Hollander Ore 
St in State (11) WASHINGTON lj I “2 . | 
NT G Co ’ Capitol (12) eetae rearics Ore | Hotel McAlpin 
EVANSVILLE | Virginia Verrill Cafe Afrique | Jeanne D'Arcy 
theatre Sr erodes } Che ster Hale Co | snub Mosley Ore J Messner a c 
e been MeOITTSBURGH Oxford Boys Alberta Pryme wonnaies & Meson 
Ire th Stanley (12) | Miriam Verne Boots & Saddles Hotel New Yorker 
a “gavitt Ore iClyde Hager Thelma Debevoise Henry Busse Ore 
Dendent Jan Sa | Lorraine Faulkner Baptie & Lamb a 
ted 0 ;| Norman Astwood Eric Wait we 
| d < | Mary Perry Zoberts & Farley 
S done: é z 
ad any Paramount Casa Manana ped ae 
— | Milt Britton Ore sr age eng 
| -assist« ae CHICAGO | Ethel Waters | Hotel Park Central 
lunkett, NEW YORK CITY | Cldaeae (12) Smith & Dale | Fawn & Jordon 
Marvin Paramount (10) | Gondos Bros Pecccacendlictbstt | Rogers 4 
: ick Webb Orc | Don Cummings 
ecutive Chick } . = j 
Yo ri Ella Fitzgerald | He sone 
5 " . f ls ocrs (S a | 
on Y Chuck & Chuckles WINONA || BILLY ROSE’S CASA MANANA 
re Charioteers State (12-13) 
it, wit elotines Major Bowes Co | NEW YORK 
M | 
eo Presents 
rt, are 
“uo Warner A. ROBINS 
old B, . 
Fabian PHILADELPHIA | Frank Paris | Via LEDDY & SMITH 
names Earle (12) F & J Hubert | 
_ Ozzie Nelson Ore WASHINGTON | 
t opera. Harriet Hilliard Earle (12) } 
. 2 Frank Paris Schnickelfritz Ore | Touet » . > ’ 
rner, as F & J Hubert Marry Stockwell “eg gg Hotel _Pennsyivania 
|, Harry (5) Cass Daley i Geant Taecsnt Virginia Sims 
y Tauis Prima Ore Gibsons Ph ae Harry Babbitt 
at Wolt 3 Peter Sis Stuart Morgan Co | en Bie Sully Mason 
rs, ee er ; Gs) | Chateau Moderne ae ao 
. lrey synne | 3 Samuels . ise ih oat Ss sabibble 
Size up Collins & Peterson | Harriet Hayes eo = agg — Kay Kyser Ore 
it j RG | Eddie White pci ; , 
mut it in yO 4 — beer Prater : | Bass & Rickson Hotel Piccadilly 
ey come Ozzie Nelson Ore’ | Francis Langford io Renaud Adrian Rollini Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 16 Antalacks Claremont Inn HW Pi 
Clyde Lucas Ore ; rig “or 
Club Cavalier Rarels Z sen ore 
Inde ndent Cavaliers Ore Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
ITERS pe ; Duke Renardo Emile Petti Ore 
| Romona Milli Monti 
ne latest NEW YORK CITY | Tommy Trent | meee gees” _ Hotel Shelton 
srooklyn Vivi 7 4 (iz) James Evans P tats 18 Jimmy Vincent Ore 
Rolfe. ay Anita Jakobi Hotel St. George 
olfe Holbein ss |G Andrews Ore (Brooklyn) 
singing Gae Foster Girls (5) | Jack White af Driscoll O 
: ‘aul Ash Orc | Phil Harris Ore | Pat Harrington oy papi relays _ 
in place INDIANAPOLIS | Nick Lucas | Ann Rush ae ie cee 
s before Lyric (12) Sinclair 2 cases iianchkusd oc D Lee 
Ted Fio-Rito Ore 1 Ben Beri 1-R’d Jackson 
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Aer es rt 
“4 Week August 8 
De conienal 
Dominion Derby Sis 
- — Palmer P & M Henrt 
on : il & dee HAMMERSMITH 
al show Bob Dupont a Palace 
Speaks BEDFORD "ly aa 
Dutch Granada a 
utc , Frian Mitchie p\ oon s 
N TOWN SLINGTON 
> years Gaumont Blue Hall 
ng ex- Joy. Jack & J Joy. Jack & J 
save 08 Ray Vaughan 3 Milson Sis 
wie LEYTONSTONE 
ve for oo Rialto 
4 a Ss j 4 . or 
| office. DeTroy & Lady Terry ng ee 
Ps J‘ SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
, GREENWICH hitreke Gre 
‘ork Derreranada, | Reua 4 
« ‘ 
4 Manuels 








IDON 


Provincial 








oe 
A. 


eRMS 
\KFAST ABERDEEN 
y night Morrayy wot 
r night Noni Co 

awn Dayi 
10 z 8 
ler Stanford & MeN 
ee ceene ASTON 

Hippodr 

— Harry Kannone 
nt Wilbur Hall 


Lucille B 
ointer _ 
“am Rayne 
n Cliff t 
Silvestri = 2 
€a Sonia 
, COVENTRY 
new Hippodrome 
: Wrence Co 
la Devereaux 
ex McLeod 
Jose Moreno 
Maudie Edwards 
ay Brezin 
Penslow “a” 
EDINBURGH 
: oyal 
Jack Radcliffe 


land 


NN 


Week August 8 


Vera McTean 
Harold Dayne 
Sherman Fisher Gls 
4 Smith Bros 
Norman & Curnot 
Neller & Clare 
Prateva & Jules 
3 Sandier Sis 
GLASGOW 
Exhibition Concert 


Hall 
Troise Co 
Lehr & Willie 


| Danny Lipton Co 
Les Golfus 
Liverpool 
Shakespeare 
Tom Kaz Co 
Navarre 
NORTHHAMPT'N 
New Theatre 


Eve Co 
Oxford 5 
Helen 
Kiraku Bros 





Albert Whelan 
| Bobby Tlenshaw 
'Marini & Andy 





| Cabaret Bills 





Arcola Inn 


ee {Areola, N. J.) 
ee 


> 

yewr8® Scotti 

Elai, Smythe 
"@ Howard 





y Gallant's 
n Gaynor 
Terrace 3 ille 


Kamm 
anne Parrish 





HERER 





NEW YORK CITY 


| Bertolottt's 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo’s Rhu'ba 
Chita 
Annette Guerlaine 
| Roberta Welsch 


Bill’s Gay 90's 


Ra 


Charles Touchette 


John Panter 
;} John Eliot 
Don Cortez 
Jim Phillips 


Mary Roberts 
' Harold Willard 


Frankie KRyers 
Willie Grogan 
Seale St Boys 
Club Gaucho 
Gaucho Ore 
& Virgil 
Vicino Co 
Plaza 
El Chico 
| Don Alberto Ore 
} Asuncion Granados 
Joyita & Maravilla 
Dorita & Valero 
Francisco Ramos 
Famous Door 
Count Basie Ore 
Jerry Kruger 
Shavo Sherman 
Jeri Withee 
James Rushing’ 
Garbo 
| Francis Hayes Ore 
| Baron Glydenkrone 
| Mickev Feeley 
Marcelle Wellington 
Elaine & Uenry 
Patricia Reilly 


Los 

Dimitri 
} Miguel 
| Trini 





Glen Island Casino 


Larry Clinton Ore 
tea Wain 
| Dick Todd 


| Fisher & Woodhull 
Gay 
Greenwich Village 
Casino 
Ray O'Hara Oro 
Joey Cappo 
Valerie Dumont 
B & B Burnell 
Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 
Juanito Sanabria Or 
Varela 
Adeliate Valera 
Pancho & Dolores 
Sylvio & Melba 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
| Arthur Herbert Ore 
Gabriel Cocco 
Monte Fried 
Hotel Astor 
Kemp Ore 
Rolland 
Flash 


Starr 


| 
| 


Hal 
Dawn 
Serge 
Judy 
| Oxfords 
iCrane 2 
toberts & 
| Park & Clifford 
Gloria Franklin 


Hotel Belmont- 





White 


| Plaza 
Ernie Holst Ore 
(ie Scherban Ore 
Echoes Cuba Oré 
Diosa Costello 
Ronny M nsfie a 
Belmont B ladeers 
Muriel Byrd 
Muriel Byrd 
Hotel Biltmore 

Harrvy Owens Ore 
Ray! ! Andrade 
Freddy Tavares 


Alvin Kaleolani 
| Leilani Kat kahi 
Kahala Mapuana 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 


Will McCune Ore 


Willie Grogan 
Julio 
Satch & Satchel 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Ralph Gonzales Ore 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Collette & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Hotel St. Regis 
Joe Rines Ore 
Don Marton Ore 


Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 


Guy Lombardo Ore 
Mischa Borr 


International Casino 








Sande 
Evelyn Chandler 
Guy Owen 

Bruce Mupes 
Dorothy Lewis 
Simpson Sis 
Nathan Wailey 
Von Gassner & V 


Adele Inge 
Ivan Frank 


Carlos 


Betty 





Don 
Bavarian 
Jimmy 
Ernst & Otto 
Jackel & Xavier 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Ore 


Joe Capello 
Mary Lane 
Suzanne & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Tanya 

Peggy de la Plante 
Carter & Schaub 
Renee 
Ruvel & Marcea 
Inga Borg 
Gladys 
Lee Leslie 
Georgette 








Margaret Grey 
Danny Higgins 
Vaughn Comfort 
Kit Kat Club 
Leroy Harris Ore 
La Marquise 
Earl Moss 
Cal Bateman 
Doug Speaks 
} Frances Connolly 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 


Joseph sn th Ore 
| La Conga 
Carlos & Ramon 
| Le Coq Rouge 


Nick Vouzens Ore 
Pola B gia 
Ray O 
Le Mirage 
Harry Horton Orc 
ut | & \ Ira 
1 K 1 
K arine ¢ Hi 
I es 
lale 3 
Teon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Lou Martin Ore 
Helen W nwright 
i Derothy Jeffers 


Whirling Woods 


| Rarthbun’'s 





el Weiner Ore | Jose Lopez Orc 
Yourloff Surfside 
Shaw | (Long Beach, L. &.) 
Morris Don Redman Ore 
; _—e |G D Washington 
1 82 Banks 1 Ch olateers 
| nr t 
| t nett | Aida Ward 
ié uoina | Maude Russell 
3onnie De Campe | anise & Alund 
Sh ecena Rich; 
Onyx Club ~ ar y Ra hard 
rreaqaie wanes 
Stuff Smith Ore Ted Lewis Jr 
| Frank Froebz 
a sinless Swing Club 
| Paradise Ray Marlo Ore 
| Phil Napoleon Ore | Freddie Fulton 
Jackie Gateley i Pete Clifford 
| Vera Fern Ruth Osborn 
Winter Sis Toni Gaye 
Alan Carney | Celinda 
Marge Ellis Joe Van Green 
Jack Huber 
Place Elegante I ~ mt mg ing 


Jigsaw 


Skeets Tolliver Ore | Mitchell Ayres Ore 
Queen Mary | Maryan Mercer 
Theod're & Denesha 

Jerri V > | 

+ en iy ae | Walter Donahue 
Ruth Waring | Buddy Kennedy 
Audrey Carroll ai ve W hirlos 

eitons 

Radio Franks’ Club = 

4 : Villanova 
Frank  Bessinger | (Saratoga) 
Jerry White ea See 

Gus Wicke | Neil Golden Ore 
Jimmy Burns } Ruth Petty 
Tred Bishow | Heat Waves 
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Nine Shows Continue on Broadway 


Despite Inclement Weather’s Hard 
Slap at B.0.; Fall Shows Rehearse 





With Broadway hit by the heat 
and humidity, it has been a battle 
for show business to keep operating, 
even along conservative summer 
lines. During July there were but 
four days free of rain, and early 
August’s inclemency was alleviated 
for the first time yesterday (9), de- 
spite adverse weather reports. ; 

Surprising feature is that nine 
shows have survived, last weekend 
again being bare of closings. An- 
other deluge came Monday (8) eve- 
ning, demoralizing the boxoffices 
again. But the storm may vamp in 
the finale of the heat wave. 

Shows for the new season are 
starting to rehearse, one a musical, 
‘Sing Out the News,’ probably being 
the first Broadway entrant, due at 
the Music Box week of Sept. 12. 
Same week is slated to get a revival 
of ‘Lightnin’, now playing in sum- 
mer hideaways. Next week, the first 
slated straight play, ‘Once Upon a 


Night,’ goes into rehearsal, being 
due at the Morosco in mid-September 
when ‘Our Town’ moves to the 
Booth. Latter will be vacated by 
‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ due 
to tour. 

Reports from trycuts of new plays 
in the sticks fail to disclose much 
material as Broadway possibilities, 
as usual, Among the stock presenta- 


tions in the rural theatres, ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter,’ appears to be the 
most in demand. Currently, 
comedy is being played by six 
mer siock outfits. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Bachelor Born,’ Lyceum (29th 
week) (C-957; $3.30). May go to 
road sometime next month, although 
no new show is announced to re- 
place; heat hurt last week; around 
$4,000. 

‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert 
(14th week) (M-1,387; $4.40). Sum- 


sum- 


mer topper only offering with heavy | 


ticket demand; 
effect but 
$27,000. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ Longacre 
(28th week) (D-1,019; $3.30). Eased 
off with field last week but 
rated with new season holdover pos- 
sibilities; quoted over $6,000. 

‘Our Town,’ Morosco (28th week) 
(D-961; $3.30). Best money-getter 
among straight plays; also affected 
but rated around $8,500; fairly good 
profit at that mark. 

‘Shadow and Substance,’ Golden 
(27th week) (D-789; $3.30). After 
laying off two weeks resumed Mon- 
day (8) and may stay through Oc- 
tober; imported drama among sea- 
son’s standouts. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (244th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Longest- 
stayer getting by with some summer 
weeks showing a profit; last week’s 
takings approximated $4,000. 

‘What a Life,’ Biltmore 
week) (C-991; $3.30). 


weather had some 
approximated excellent 


+ 





B’way Legit Totals 


Estimated total grosses 
last week...... wees 
(Based on 8 shows) 

Total grosses same week 
i rer re ere *$91,200 
(Based on 9 shows) 





. $67,500 











Alvin Ousts Freedley 
From Office; See Row 





On Imperial Booking 





Vinton Freedley, legit producer, 


' will move his offices from the Alvin, 


ithe 


the | 


|the Freedley show. 


N.Y., which he has occupied for 11 
years, save for one season, when he 
was abroad. He was told to vacate 
by Norman Pincus, house manager, 
who said that Freedley had occupied 
offices on a month-to-month 
There appears to have been 
animus in back of the ouster. 


basis. 


Freedley has chosen the Imperial 
to house his forthcoming musical 
version of ‘Clear All Wires.’ Im- 
perial is Shubert-operated and un- 
derstood the firm has an interest in 
Pincus is said 
to have anticipated getting first 
choice to book the show. 

Stated that Pincus had already 
booked ‘The Boys from Syracuse,’ 
George Abbott’s musical version of 


| Shakespeare’s ‘A Comedy of Errors,’ 


still | 


lers of the Imperial. 


| theatre. 


for the Imperial, so that his action 
rather mystified Freedley. 


The Alvin was built by Pincus & | 


Goldstone, who were also the build- 
First tenants 
were Freedley and his former part- 
ner, Alex A. Aarons, musical show 
makers, who later took title to the 
When the team put on a 
couple of shows that did not click, 


ithe house reverted to the original 


owners, and the producing duo split. 


‘DAUGHTER’ SETS MARK 
_ AT ELITCH WITH $6,600 


Denver, Aug. 9. 
With five sellouts, beginning with 
Wednesday matinee, ‘Yes, My_Dar- 
|ling Daughter’ broke the Elitch 








(18th | house record for the past three years. 
Laugh show | 


Elitch will close two weeks earlier 


claimed to be making some money | than scheduled, lacking suitable ma- 


right along; business moderate, but 
that applies to most 
rated over $6,000. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Eooth (87th week) (C-708; $2.75). 
Set for road next month with route 
of one nighters arranged; around 
$6,000 mark: ‘Our Town’ slated to 
move from Morosco; ‘Once Upon a 
Night’ due in latter spot. 


Added 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(36th week) (R-500; $2.75). May 


move to larger house; business con- 

tinues satisfactory, with last week’s 

takings approaching $6,000 mark. 
WPA 


‘One-Third of a Nation,’ Adelphi 
(30th week). 

‘Prologue to Glory,’ Elliott (22d 
week). 

‘Haiti,’ (24th 


Lafayette, 
week). 


Daly’s 





Future Plays 


‘Red Bumble Bee,’ by Robert L. 
Craig, has been acquired by Matthew 
Allen, who plans a production in 
San Francisco and Los Angeles, with 





a possible Broadway presentation to | 
been associated | 


follow. Allen has 
with Henry Duffy, Coast producer. 
*Bee’ was formerly held by Samuel 
Schwartz. 

‘Gallivanting Lady,’ by Tom Prid- 


eaux, has been bought by Ned Way-| 
burn, who held an option on the| 


comedy through Pinker & Morris- 
son. Play was tried out recently by 
the Farragut players, Rye Beach, 


N. H. Wayburn is currently vacation- | 


ing in New Hampshire, but plans to 
return to New York next month and 
will put ‘Lady’ into immediate pro- 
duction, 





Fay Templeton moving to San 
Francisco from Pittsburgh to live 
with relatives. 


terial. ‘Parnell’ is 


current with 


survivors: |; Once Is Enough’ closing next week. 
urvivors; 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ Elitch 
(1,573; $1.10). A record-breaker 
at $6,600. 





‘PINS’ HITS $6,500, L. A. 
FINIS; ‘TIME’ MOVES IN 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 
Following a profitable four-week 
{run in San Francisco, ‘On Borrowed 
Time,’ Coast production, featuring 
' Victor Moore, moved into the Bilt- 
'more last night (8) for two weeks. 
|Scaled at $2 top for nights and $1 
| mats. : 

‘Pins and Needles’ vacated Bilt- 
more Saturday (6) after three and a 
half weeks to very profitable biz. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Biltmore. (R- 
1,656; $2.20) (fourth-final week). De- 
spite extreme heat, night trade held 
strong on final week with bulk of biz 








over the window. At little better 
than $6,500, plenty profitable. 
WPA 


‘Judgment Day,’ Hollywood Play- 
house. Elmer Rice’s indictment of 
|dictatorship runs for another two 
weeks. 

‘Run, Little Chillun, Mayan. All- 
Negro cast of 150. Goes into third 
| stanza. 

‘The Milky Way,’ Mason. Farce by 
| canes Root and Harry Clork, in for 
customary two weeks. 
| ‘Prologue to Glory,’ Greek theatre. 
| Continuing its run after downtown 
'and Hollywood engagements. 


“GINGERBREAD 
PALATABLE 
INST. 1.00 


St. Louis, Aug. 9. 

‘The Gingerbread Man,’ musical, 
making its first appearance in the 
Municipal Theatre Assn.’s al fresco 
| playhouse, Forest Park, started a 
| week’s engagement last night (Mon.) 
|to a swell house, a large percen- 
| tage of which were children, that 
grossed approximately $4,000. 

Raymond Sovey constructed two 











land, and the dividing line _ be- 
tween King Sugar Plum and King 
Bunn, that equaled any previous ef- 
forts of current season here. 

Joe Dorris, dancing comedian, in 
role of Gingerbread Man, made his 
local debut a successful one. Others 
who clicked are Mary Hopple, con- 
tralto; Melissa Mason, comedienne; 
| Joseph Macauley, Anna Mary Dickey, 


Jack Sheehan, Bobby Vernon an 
Jessie Draper, newcomers this year, 
|in dance specialties. Fifty local 
| youngsters were rounded up for 
| singing and dancing routines. 





Although local crix raved and the | 


advertising budget was upped con- 
siderably, ‘Knights of Song,’ musical 
on Gilbert and Sullivan, disappoint- 
ed with approximately $33,000 for a 
week’s run that ended Sunday (17). 
Out-of-town observers opined that 
the piece was a bit over the head of 
most of the natives, who liberally 
patronize such shows as ‘Roberta,’ 
‘Rosalie,’ etc. 


‘Rat’ OK $6,000, S’cuse 


Syracuse, Aug. 9. 

Half-price tickets packed the RK 
Strand last week for ‘Brother Rat,’ 
starring Leon Janney, for a neat 








WPA $6,000. 
‘The Milky Way’ Baker Fedcral Two-for-one being tried again 
| (460; 40). Doing nicely in spite of | with ‘Behind Red Lights,’ which 
| heat. opened last night. 





| 


Music Corp. of America is consid- 
ering expanding its activities to in- 
clude legit production on a perma- 
nent basis. Would probably start 
with musicals, since MCA has the 
acts and producer Georgie Hale. This 
| is MCA’s first attempt at legit pro- 

duction, Lack of production tech- 
| nicians is the major drawback. 

J. C. Stein and brother, W. H. 
Stein have been mulling the idea for 
| some time. They recently formed a 
| legit casting department in the New 
fork office for outside booking of 
legit talent. Takeover of the Ft. 
Worth, Tex., Casa Manana was 
MCA’s first venture in production on 





Success since recent Manana open- 
ing is regarded as prompting further 
action in that direction. 

| MCA figures opening half dozen 
new branch offices through U. S. and 
Canada. Outfit has been growing 
steadily, originally starting as band 
booking office. Then added acts, girl 
lines, etc. Hotels, expos and niteries, 
with ice shows, followed. Niteries are 
considered in expansion plan of 
future, 


its own and was used as a gauge. | 


MCA Considers Expansion to Legit 
Prod.; Would Start With Musicals 


7 





Summer Theatres 


(NEW PLAYS) 


‘Milan in May,’ Rockridge theatre, 
| Carmel, N. Y. (8). 

‘Dear Family,’ 
Surry, Me. (8). 

‘Anybody’s Game,’ Hampton Play- 
house, Bridgehampton, N. Y. (9). 

‘Listen, My Children,’ Red Barn, 
Locust Valley, N. Y. (8). 
| ‘Music at Evening,’ Ridgeway the- 
|atre, White Plains, N. Y. (8). 

‘Suzanna and the Elders,’ West- 
chester Playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
(8). 

‘Two by Two,’ Skaneateles the- 
atre, Skaneateles, N. Y. (8). 

‘Urania,’ Boothbay theatre, Booth- 
bay, Me. (10). 

‘Palm Beach,’ Manhattan Players, 
Saybrook, Conn. (9). 

‘Prospect Avenue,’ Coachhouse 
| theatre, Oconomowoc, Wisc. (9). 

‘We Die Exquisitely,’ Wharf the- 
atre, Provincetown, Mass. (8). 

‘The Two Mrs. Carrolls,’ Southamp- 
ton Playhouse, Southampton, N. Y. 
(10). 

‘Unbarred Highway,’ Blue Ridge 
College, Windsor, Md. (12). 





Surry Players, 








Berkshire Barn Uses Lectures, Air 


To Revive Springfield, Mass, Legj 








elaborate sets, a street in Santa Claus | 


Frederick Persson, Detmar Poppen, | 


Promotion stunt te pull business 
from the surrounding towns is being 
worked this season by the Berkshire 
| theatre, Stockbridge, Mass., strawhat. 
Calls for weekly free lectures and 
radio talks by guest stars in Spring- 
field, Mass. Idea was to revive legit 
interest in Springfield, once a strong 
stock town, and to tap the playgoing 
public there to make the 53-mile trip 
| to Stockbridge. 
| Series of five free lectures had 

originally been offered but has since 

been extended to seven and are still 
going. WMAS also carries the pro- 
| gram. Speakers include Donald 

Cook, William Miles, director of the 
| theatre; Florence Reed, Ann Mason, 

Katharine Alexander, Jane Wyatt, 
| Violet Heming and 
| members of the resident company. 

Edith Barrett is next. 

Avoid plugging the theatre too di- 
rectly. When Jane Wyatt spoke those 
| unable to gain admittance refused to 
leave until a second lecture had been 
given. 

Music store in Springfield, acting 
as special ticket office for the play- 
house, did $246 biz in the three days 
following Florence Reed’s talk. Last 
week, during Jane Wyatt's Stock- 
bridge appearance in ‘Stage Door,’ 
more than 400 made the trip from 
Springfield. Stunt is being handled 
by Miles and Harold J. Kennedy, 
p.a. for the theatre. 





‘Pocahontas Preferred,’ new com- 
edy by Harry N. Blair and N. Brew- 
ster Morse, will be tried out next 
l|week at the Rockridge theatre, Car- 
mel, N. Y., with Robert Champlain 
istaging. Marie Kenny will star, 
|with James Truex, Ruth Altinan, 
Maynard Holmes, George Fine and 
|Lucille Lane in the cast. Under- 
stood if the play shapes up, Miss 
Kenny figures on doing it on Broad- 
| way in the fall, with her own b-r. 
| Blair is a film p.a., Morse a writer 
|for RKO. 








Lawrence Langner and Armina 
| Marshall will rewrite their ‘Suzanna 
| and the Elders,’ which was preemed 
last week at their Westport, Conn., 
| Strawhat, and is playing this week 
jat Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
| Worthington Miner will exten- 
| sively revise ‘The Inner Light,’ his 
|adaptation from the Hungarian of 
Hugo Csergo, which has been tried 
out at Westport and Mt. Kisco. The 
Theatre Guild, which held an option 
on the play, will probably not take 
it up. 





‘Romance Extended’ 

‘Romance Extended,’ a new play 
by Taylor Holmes and Norman 
Clark, will be tried out Sept. 12 at 
Steve Cochran’s summer theatre, 
Olney, Md. Clark is.drama editor of 
the Baltimore News. 

Holmes will rejoin the cast of ‘I'd 
Rather Be Right,’ due to start tour- 
ing next month, when George M. 
Cohan returns from abroad _ to 
resume as its star. 





Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 9. 

‘Best Dressed Woman in the 
World,’ comedy by Jock Munro, stage 
manager of the Berkshire Playhouse, 
Stockbridge, and given a tryout by 
the company two weeks ago, has 
been purchased by Forrest Haring, 
associated in the past with Dwight 
Deere Wiman. Munro is author of 
other plays, but ‘Best Dressed 
Woman’ is the first to reach produc- 
tion. Katherine Alexander handled 
the lead at Stockbridge. 

‘Stage Door,’ featuring Jane Wyatt, 
who came to Stockbridge in 1931 to 
play ingenue role, attracted capacity 
business last week. The gross was 
best since William Miles became 
managing director of the Playhouse. 

Revised schedule for remainder of 
the season: ‘Susan and God,’ fea- 
turing Violet Heming, this week: 
‘French Without Tears,’ minus guest 
players (one such production is 
staged annually), week of Aug. 15; 
‘Pride and Prejudice,’ with Edith 
Barrett, week of Aug. 22: ‘The Road 
to Rome,’ with Jane Cowl, week of 
| Aug. 29. 








Saratoga Springs, Aug. 9. 
The Spa Players have added a 
| Sunday night and dropped the Mon- 
day evening performance. First 
Sabbath show was staged Sunday 
(7), ‘Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary,’ 
with Laurette Taylor, rounding out 
its week. Management wanted ‘Alien 
Earth,’ Lee Shubert’s tryout of the 
previous week, given Tuesday 


through Sunday, but the actors de- 
ran Monday to 





murred, and it 





| Spa theatre. 


| 


occasionally | ;- jis third 


| 





| 





| 








‘Saturday. Double pay for + 
union stage hands. 

Eloise Sheldon, find of the 
can Theatre Council last winte 
made her local debut in ‘Man 
Mary,’ and attracted attention with 
her characterization of Shei), 
Society girls and Little Theatre me 
formers of the area are doing bit 
and helping with the chores at the 

The regular compan, 
payroll carries 23 names, iis 


he fou 


Ameri. 


Schenectady, N, Y., Aug. 9 

James Kirkwood, who came to the 
Mohawk Drama Festival : 
with Charles D. Coburn in ‘ 
Steer,’ will remain to appear ; 
‘Lightnin’, featuring Fred Stone, = 
‘High Tor,’ featuring Coburn. This 
season at the Festiva) 
but the first in which he wil] have 
played more than a week. 

Walter Hampden is this week's 
guest star, playing, for the first time 
in his career, ‘Svengali,’ in George 
Du Maurier’s ‘Trilby.” The Marmein 
Sisters introduce a formal ballet of 
20 as part of the production. 


Stal 


Cecilia Loftus at Newport 
Newport, Aug. 9, 

The Actor-Managers, Inc., will pre. 
sent Cecilia Loftus in her ‘Impres 
sions and Impersonations’ Sunday 
night (14). ; 

Miss Loftus, now appearing in ‘To. 
night at 8:30,’ the current production 
at the Casino theatre, concludes her 
engagement in Newport with the 
special performance, 

Chatham, Mass., Aug. 9, 

Victoria Schrager will have the 
lead in ‘Yes My .Darling Daughter’ 
at Monomoy theatre, opening here 
Aug. 10, 

Gerald Sykes’ play, ‘Cowboys and 
Indians,’ will be tried out Aug. 11, 
Planned to close the season with Paul 
Hervey Fox’s ‘The Bigger They 
Come,’ another new piece, 

CHATTER 

The second offering of the Lake 
George Players will be three one 
act plays to be presented in St. 
James Parish House, Thursday (11), 
Friday (12), and Saturday (13). 

‘Anybody’s Game,’which opened 
last night (9) at the Hampton Play- 





| house, Bridgehampton, N. Y., is re 


titled version of ‘Three and Two, 
which had been called off suddenly 
for doctoring on July 26. 

Beth Merrill, star under the late 
David Belasco, will play the lead 
in ‘Susan and God,’ Nantucket, R. I, 
Aug. 18. 

Dwight Deere Wiman last week 
flew to Bar Harbor to o.o. the Surry 
Players, Surry, Me. He may bank: 
roll their fall tour and Broadway 
stand. 

‘The Ivory Tower,’ comedy by 
Mathild and Theodore Ferro, will be 
tried out Aug. 19-21 at the Tamarack 
Playhouse, Lake Pleasant, N. Y. 
Walter Beck will play the lead. Play, 
handled by Audrey Wood, of the 
Liebling-Wood office, is not the piece 
of the same title formerly held by 
Sidney Harmon. 

Week of Aug. 15, Director Frank 
McCoy will present Madge Evans 0 
‘Stage Door’ at the Maplewood Thea- 
tre, Maplewood, N. J. 


Weisgal’s $44,408 
Bankruptcy Dates 
Back to Reinhard 


Meyer W. Weisgal, the director o 
the Palestine Exhibit at the N. ¥ 
World’s Fair and formerly connected 
with the Max Reinhardt spectacle 
‘The Eternal Road,’ filed a petition 
in bankruptcy in N. Y. Federal court 
Friday (5) placing his liabilities # 
$44,408 and listing no assets. Chie 
among his debts are monies loaned 
in connection with the ‘Eternal Road 
and ‘Romance of the People’ Pre 
ductions and put on by the M.W. 
Productions, Inc. According to > 
schedule of debts, Weisgal is part! 
responsible for loans to the produc 
tion corporation, made by Frank ® 
Behrend, of the Hotel Commodot 
under a contract made in January 
1936, for $10,000. Reinhardt and © 
M.W.W. corp. are also named as 0 
debtors in this transaction. werk, 
also takes part responsibility tot 








extent of $1,089 of a loan made 
Milton Blackstone to the product 
company, Others named in the # 
ter transactions are Saul Abraham 
Dan Van Schacht and E. W. Lovel®’ 
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LEGITIMATE 








FRESH 








fromm the Coast concerning a 
e on Broadway in the 
, Danish actress who 
-. sai ye been fired after being 
Y Se ey in ‘I Am Different,’ 
“neh will star Tallulah Bankhead. 
artist is Else Skoubo, whose hus- 
pand is Christian Ditlev Reventlow, 
caid to be a kin of the nobleman 
mate of Barbara Hutton. 

Equity was asked to intercede but 
as Mme. Skoubo is not a member, no 
action will be taken. Actress and her 
husband are reported to have been 
about to embark for Copenhagen 
when Joseph M. Gaites, who is pre- 
senting the play with Lee Shubert, 
prevailed upon her to remain and 
play a secondary lead. After three 
days’ rehearsals, Gaites told her that 
she would not do. 

Mme. Skoubo, who is said to have 
played in Scandinavia, claims that 
remaining on the Coast had involved 
a heavy financial loss. Her luggage 
had been aboard the liner and since 


Story 
legit play du 
fall concerns ¢ 





Literal Equation 


A. H, Woods has had consid- 
erable difficulty casting the 
three lead roles for his forth- 
coming production of a play by 
J. H. Harris, due in November 
on Broadway. Reported that 
the players must be ‘excep- 
tional’ for the portrayals. 

Title is ‘The Unusual Three.’ 











CHARGES VS. 
FIP 





she was allegedly induced to stay 
within 10 minutes of sailing, ship- 
ping people refused a refund on the 
passage, which cost $800, on the 
grounds that the time between can- 
cellation and sailing did not provide 
enough opportunity to resell the 
reservation. Given a buildup, Mme. 
Skoubo is reported to have called off 
$17,000 in Scandinavian dates for the 
play. 

Mme. Skoubo speaks English so 
well, that she attracted the attention 
of Gaites and Miss Bankhead, who is 
said to have complimented her when 
the Danish actress read her (Mme. 
Skoubo’s) part. Understood that 
Gaites sought a modified run of the 
play contract if and when the play 
reached Broadway, which would call 
for him to exercise the option within 
four weeks after the play’s opening. 
However, instead, he is said to have 
placed a minimum of three months, 
not the run of the play. Manager 
and the husband of the player claim 
they planned for the future, which 
included the Danish girl’s appear- 
ance in special matinees during the 
run of ‘I Am Different’ in New York, 
Mme. Skoubo to play the lead in re- 
Vivals which brought her note 
abroad. For such appearances she 
was reported to get a guarantee and 
it ‘I Am Different’ clicked, 2% of 
the gross over $8,000. 

It appears, however, that she came 
to the U.S. under a visitor’s visa, and 
having no quota number, may not 
be able to legally sustain the claims 
she mentions against Gaites. That 
she would have been permitted to 
appear under Equity rules also ap- 
Pears doubtful, as she had no quota 
humber and therefore was not quali- 

€d to become an alien member. 


I Am Different’ was written by | 


Lili Hatvany and adapted by Zoe 
aking. Latter has not been repre- 
a on Broadway for some sea- 
— ane from the Coast is that 
paw ankhead was ‘thrilled’ by the 
in ence of the Danish girl’s speak- 
8 voice, Claimed that Gaites gave 
€t only verbal notice but Equity 


figured it had no standing to inter- | 


tede for a non-member, Probation- 
ary period for 


3 SUED FOR $25,000 





IN ‘THEFT’ OF ‘HAITY 


William DuBois, Jr., Maurice Clark | 


an 

defen aes R. Ullman were named 
cuit @ons last week in a plagiarism 
Suit filed in N. Y. 5 
th, Desmond Hi 
Play, ‘Haiti,’ 
Publisheg a 


alleran, who claim 
Federal Theatre Project 
was thefted from an un- 
nd untitled tome by the 


Plaintigrs i 
n 1933. Suit ji P 5 
amages baa on ult is for $25,000 


Made on the play, 


SO . . . 
ther. an injunction to stop fur- | 


Tently at qmances of ‘Haiti,’ cur- 


denne the action, 
tity gpob¥ing any part of the plain- 
On histo’. that ‘Haiti’ is based 
in the “leal fact, which has been 
Public domain for years.’ 


usual engagements is | 


by Martin B. Jones | 


accounting of profits 


the Lafayette, N. Y. An-| 
the defendants | 


Charges of subversion within the 
| five arts projects in WPA’s New York 
|area, now under Congressional in- 
| vestigation, is said not actually to 
include the Federal relief theatre, 
except in isolated instances. Radi- 
calism within the project has been 
alleged a number of times, but never 
substantiated. 


Hallie Flanagan, national director 
|of WPA’s theatre, who, as drama in- 
structor at Vassar college, had been 
regarded as being ‘pink,’ has denied 
more than once that reds influenced 
activities of the relief stage. 


Miss Flanagan has not been the 
authorized source recently for state- 
|ments emanating from the Federal 
| Theatre Project in the metropolis. 
| Most of the statements have come 
from Paul Edwards, administrator 
| for the five arts units. 
| dered all who are anxious to testify 
before the probing committee to be 
ready, on call, to leave for Washing- 
| ton, to aid the investigators with any 
information. 

The theatre end was not specifical- 
ly mentioned when subversive meth- 
ods were alleged to exist in the arts 
projects. Committee is reported to 
have been informed that the writers’ 
unit is mostly involved, but Edwards 
denied that last week. Equity’s WPA 
committee has said that radicalism 
had not been charged by its members. 


ST. L. AL FRESCO SEEKS 
2006 IN IMPROVEMENTS 


St. Louis, Aug. 9. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 











'a $200,000 grant from the Public 
| Works Administration to help defray 


| the approximately $200,000 cost of 


|improving the municipal theatre in 
| Forest Park. Proposed reconstruc- 
tion of pergolas, etc., of the al fresco 
| theatre, whose completion was 
| planned before the start of the cur- 
rent season, were ditched when bids 
ran far above the previously esti- 
mated $100,000 cost. 

Baxter L. Brown, president of the 
Board of Public Service, said a ten- 
|tative plan being worked out by 
| the city and execs of the Municipal 
| Theatre Assn, calls for the latter to 


furnish funds, to cover cost of con- 
struction, to the city, which then 
| would apply to PWA for 45% of the 
project’s expenses. The unexpended 
portion of the money turned over to 
the city by the assn. would be re- 
turned to the latter upon the com- 
pletion of the work. Should PWA 
make the grant, the work probably 
will be started this year. 





5 Shows for Det. 


Detroit, Aug. 9. 
Although opening play and date 
hasn't been set as yet, Cass theatre, 
town’s lone legiter, has booked 
George M. Cohan’s ‘I'd Rather Be 
| Right’: the Lunts’ ‘Amphitryon 38° 
and ‘Sea Gull’: ‘Susan and God,’ with 
| Gertrude Lawrence, ‘Of Men 

i} and Mice’ for the coming season. 


and 


igity Declines Ruiing in Case 
Where Dannish Actress Was Fired 


+ 


+ 


NEW BACKERS 


EASE PLOTTING soo «: 


He has or- | 


Plans are being drawn to apply for | 








IN F 


FOR THE FALL 


‘See $100,000 Outside Money 


for Five Playwright-Pro- 
ducers — Hollywood Still 
Hands-Off—Possibility of 
$1,000,000 Combo of Biz- 


men 


LONGER SEASON AIDS 


of 
that 
backers outside of show business will 


gleanings new 


season plans comes word new 


be on the Broadway scene this fall. 
that 


hands- 


However, there’s no indication 
| Hollywood will change its 
| off attitude on legit support. 


| First definite info that some shows 
will be bankrolled from outside the 


‘ranks comes with the activities of 
| five name playwrights—Maxwell An- 
derson, Robert Sherwood, E)mer 
Rice, S. N. Behrman and Sidney 
Howard. Agreed that each puts 
$10,000 in the pot to finance the 
start. As much more is to be in- 


vested by others, not known to have 
been in on shows previously. 


jon a $100,000 b.r. but it is estimated 
'that its first two shows will not re- 
quire that much expenditure. The 
authors, however, intend operating 
with a surplus, 
who heretofore has produced on his 
own. Among those said to have 
|} bought pieces are Howard S. Cull- 
|man, vice-president of the Port Au- 
|thority of New York, who was re- 
iceiver of the Roxy theatre, N. Y., 
'and John Wharton, an attorney, who 
jhas several showmen as _ clients, 
|notably the name dramatists. 


ATC Publicity 

| Publicity favorable to show busi- 
ness is expected again to accom- 
pany the American Theatre Council 
|two-day convention in New York, 
| Sept. 13-14. When it was indicated 
|that there would be no convention 
this year, there were show people 
who vigorously protested, among 
them being William A. Brady. This 
| year’s parley, around the start of the 
|N. Y. World’s Fair season of 1938-39, 
is figured to attract as much atten- 
tion and it may be a magnet for 
outside investors. 

Last year, a banker in the Times 
Square district attended all sessions 
and saw possibilities for investment, 
not from the bank with which he is 
connected, but from a coterie that he 
proposed forming. The 1937-38 sea- 
son got started so slowly that the 
| idea went on the shelf. This autumn, 
(Continued on page 52) 
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Cost of organizing the newer actor 
unions and others in show business 


the result that at least two groups 
have sought fresh money to bankroll 
continued organizational drives. They 


are the American Federation of 
Radio Artists and the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers 
union. Both are said to have ex- 
pended $35,000, or more, in the past 
year. 

TMAT’s board met last Friday (5) 
to discuss a solution after it was 
made known that funds were too 
slim to keep on the organization 
work. Early aid was received, 
amounting to a $2,500 loan, from 30 


| members. 


| TMAT does not have the backing 

‘of affiliate unions; AFRA has. Last 
vear, when Equity decided to tur 
over jurisdiction of radio to the new 
iffiliate of the / ciated Act ar 
A es of Ame 2 


Art r Amer ca, was re rec 
that AFRA would require financing 
At the time, Equity guaranteed to 


ady ance $12.500 or more to t} é 


Group bases its production budget | 


Rice is the only one | 


VARIETY 











Expansion of TMAT Held Too Rapid, 


Slowing Its Progress and Clouding 
Future: Plan Group Semi-Autonomy 





An Angel’s Tailor 


Backstage 
Shubert 


attendant from the 


theatre, N Y., was 
| seen recently carrying the ce- 
lestial wings worn by Vera 


Zorina in ‘I Married an Angel.’ 

‘Just taking ’em to the clean- 
ers, he explained to startled 
passersby. 


TMAT PICKETS 2 
B'WAY HOUSES 
OVER RULE 











Theatrical Managers, 
Treasurers’ union started picketing 
| two Broadway theatres, the Astor 
| and Loew’s State, Monday (8). While 
‘Marie Antoinette’ (M-G) does not 
open at the Astor until next Tuesday 
(16), the union figures to hit the ad- 
vance sale. The State is being pick- 
eted because Metro, also owned by 
Loew’s, is producer of ‘Antoinette.’ 

TMAT states that Metro refused it 
recognition. Union claims jurisdic- 
tion over the staff of ‘Antoinette’ be- 
cause it is a road show, admission to 


Agents and 





| which must conform to legit shows, | 
| reserved tickets 


being used 
than the strip ticket system of regu- 
lation theatres. 

Union contends, therefore, that 
only boxoffice staffs, press agents and 
company managers, who are mem- 
bers of the TMAT, should be en- 
gaged. 


John Beal to Play Lead 


Los Angeles, Aug. 9. 

John Beal, currently in Para- 
mount’s ‘Arkansas Traveler,’ gets the 
male lead in the Victor Victor legit 
play, ‘Soliloquy,’ to be produced 
locally by Homer Curran, John Cam- 
eron and N. H. Rappaport. Latter 
two are new to legit producing. Play 
tries out in San Francisco late next 
10nth, 

Eugen Schulz-Breiden, due in from 
Switzerland Aug. 20, will direct. 

Bond for $3,000 to cover salary 





guarantees and transportation has 
been filed with Equity. 


Fresh Coin Needed by TMAT. AFRA 
As Organization Drives Dent Funds 


| union, with the Screen Actors Guild 
| lending the same support. 
has exceeded original estimates with | 


Additional money was needed, and 
at Equity’s last Council meeting an- 


other $5,000 loan was okayed to 
AFRA. SAG is believed to have fol- 
lowed suit. Also reported that the 


American Guild Musical Artists 
also figured in supporting the radio 
union. AGMA, alsoi a new 
of the Four A’s 


of 


affiliate 


t good condi- 


but in 


tion financially. 

Starting from scratch. AFRA ha 
fluctuated between 3.000 and 4.000 
members. The ultimate aim 10 
000. Radio union, in recently secur- 
Ing a basic agreement with the Na- 
tional Broadcasting C »., took its m 
important ep forward nce 
formation For so new a group to 
secure recognition fiom t)]-* air chain 

such a comparatively short time 
had been regarded skery ] 

TMAT was fo ed yout 
venr ‘ bi + ' ry ‘ 

ear S “¢ en the c porch 
an # on + 1.109 He 
e AFR. fertile field 


An entire new draft of the revised 
constitution of the Theatrical Mana- 
ger Agent ind Treasurers union 
is being written as the result of the 
second day of the extended annual 


meeting last week 
there was 
opinion 


cloudes 


On the first day 
so much difference of 
that the future of TMAT was 

Wednesday (3), there were 
a couple of near fistic encounters, 
then order prevailed and a commit- 


? 





rather | 


In ‘Soliloquy’ on Coast. 


tee was named to devise the new 
pror ed ¢ tution Group to 
re rte ; not later than Au 24. 

| Difficulties facing TMAT appear to 
have arisen through too rapid ex- 
pansion. When dispute simmered 
down, more logical heads nointed out 
|that any organization which grew 
from 400 to 1,100 (stated to be the 
current membership) within one 
year was bound to find that the 
}mechanism on the original setup 


| would be unworkable. That particue 
|larly applies to TMAT because of its 
varied groups. There were indicae 
tions that the divergence of interests 
| would make harmony among the 
membership virtually impossible but 
a solution of the problem is being 
worked out. 

Each group, according to the plan, 
would have autonomy up to a cer- 
| tain point. Idea of merging all into 
a uniform membership has been 
dropped as impractical because of the 
variance in the wages or salaries 
which members in each group have 
set as minimums, established in the 
basic agreement with the managers. 

There was considerable ado about 
;the appropriation of the group’s 
funds, taken in largely through ini- 
| tiations, but there was no hint that 
it had been used improperly. Around 
$36,000 was expended during the past 
|year, its most active since TMAT 
| was formed. Considerable coin was 
used for organization, including re- 
| cruiting of California racetrack 
| ticket sellers and picture house man- 


agers. 


Economy Wave 

| Wave of economy, including low- 

| ered stipends of the entire staff, has 

| been decided upon, at least for the 

summer. With the new season, and 

more consistent payments of dues, 
(Continued on page 52) 


N. Y.’s Radio Station 
Offered, Gratis, To 
B’way Legit Mors, 


One of the most friendly gestures 





| thusiastic 


made Broadway by New York 
city authorities came Tuesday (9) 
when License Commissioner Paul 
Moss offered the use of the municipal 


radio station 
of New York He was 
companied by Morris Novick, 
ager of the station, and so ene 
were the managers over 
the proposal that the visitors to yes- 
terday’s League meeting were given 
of thanks. 

Plan is to use WNYC for one hour 


each Sunday afternoon for excerpts 


WNYC 


Theatres 


to the League 


ac- 


mane 


‘ 
vote 


from play 


either current or com- 
ing, broadcasting to be gratis. Com- 
missioner Moss said that Mayor 
LaGuardia was wholeheartedly for 
the idea, not only with the impulse 
to aid the theatre but for the cultural 
value to the citizenry. 


Rehearsals Planned 
For Connelly Comedy 
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Strawhat 


Reviews 





ROSALIND 


Carmel, N. Y., Aug. 5. 


' 
| 





-ht opera in a prolog and two acts by 
wisnew © ‘Wickh im, from an a laptation _of | 
Shakespeare's ‘As You Like It by C urtis 
Cooksey; presente 1 by the ; Ken lor ii ro- | 
ductions, Inc Dire od by W. Ray Coz.no; 
staged by Charles Sinclair, At Rockridge 
theatre, Carmel, N. Y., Aug. 9 
Frederick...... coosaauly St nding, — Jr. 
The Banished Duke.....+-+++. W ells Clary 
JACUUECS cecccecccccereeeees Curtis ¢ ooksey 
LORSAU.cccccceccscseoneeee Ray Ww. Keyte 
Charles eecocsssseeesseseres? William Kurtz 
OQUVEP ccececcccccccccadeces Robert Joseph 
Orlando coccececccecesessesers Roy Cropper 
Acain n p J P. Corr 
Dennis Merrill Alexander 
Cor ey Clarence M Ma n 
Rosalind are D ythy Ba r 
Calia Paceli Diat d 
Phoebe Nina Allen 
Audrey Dorot ~) ! 


Of all the efforts made to change 


Shakespeare, only three, all grand 
operas, ‘Othello,’ ‘Falstaff an 
‘Romeo et Juliet’ have attained 


sufficient success to merit occasional 
revival. However, the public seems 
to prefer its Shakespeare straight. 
Yet, despite this handicap the 
Florence Wickham opus deserves a 
more extensive production and with} 
a little patching will find its way to 
Broadway. 

Of course, it is not devoid of minor | 
defects, the opening overture need-| 
ing more pep, among other faults. 
However, as a whole, the opera Is 
tuneful and sprightly. Miss Wick- 
ham was formerly with the Met and 
is said to be the first woman to com- 
pose the music and write the lyrics 
for an opera. | 

The cast is excellent. As Rosalind, | 
it is Miss Baker’s debut in opera, her | 
work heretofore being confined to} 
church and concert work. She has a} 
good voice and excellent stage 
personality. 

Given in the outdoor theatre, the 
natural sylvan setting benefits the 
presentation, which is one of the} 
most pretentious strawhat shows 
ever given in this sector. There’s a} 


* chorus of 32 and an orchestra of 30.) 


Audience of 1,500, reduced opening 
night by a threat of rain, received 
the offering with enthusiasm. 
Those present at the preem in-| 
cluded Geraldine Farrar, Lee and 
J. J. Shubert, Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt, Mrs. James Roosevelt and 
Governor and Mrs. Herbert H.|! 
Lehman. Crawford. 


THE MAD HATTERS 


Mountain Lakes, N. J., Aug. 5. 


Comedy in three acts by Virginia l’erdue; 


presented by the Bandbox Players. Staged 
by Sydney Wade Bell. Setting, Whiting | 
Thornton, At the Little Theatre, Moun- 
tain Lakes, N. J., Aug. 5, 6. 

MOBO. TEAGUE 6 oincccetssiess ..Joan Capen 
Mrs. Pell, Housekeeper...Eleanor Mitchell 
pS ee eee er eter George Baehr 
MUthony FIGtter...cccecese Whiting Thornton | 
RONAIG Matter... ccacecesese IF’, Moore L-vans 
Octavia, Hatter. ccccwvcdseccss Lucille Brophy 
Margie Allen.....cccceses+----Adele Bloom 
ere rrr rer re Peet Herbert Monsky 
PRMMOR: 054 64-6:06:50080006436 05461 Adele Sidney 
PRN 6660 66.0:0006000% George C, Williams 





With a self-explanatory title de- 
rived from ‘Alice in Wonderland,’ 
this immature comedy falls into the 
category of ‘Three Cornered Moon,’ 
‘You Can’t Take It with You,’ etc. 
But falls far short. 

The Hatters are a zany family, 
consisting of a stage-struck daugh- 
ter and a couple of sons. A benevo- 
lent friend is forced to straighten 
them out financially on _ occasion. 
Into this mad household the author 
injects further confusion in the 
forms of a Francis Smiih, a real 
estate man, who wants to buy their 
house, and a Frances Smith, whose 
social connections are considered 
capital by the Hatters. The mistaken 
identity theme serves as a motive for 
the Hatters’ antics. 

Director Sydney Wade Bell has 
done a creditable job with a script 
that might be whipped into a fair 
amateur offering. Eleanor Mitchell 
as the slavey, who drags _ herself 
through the wild household, and 
Whiting Thornton, as the bewildered 
son, are best. Joan Capen, as the 
stage-struck daughter, Adele Sidney. 
the frightened society friend, do 
what they can. The light-headed 
mother calls for a more seasoned 
actress than Lucille Brophy. 


Listen, My Children 
Locust Valley, N. Y., Aug. 8. 


Comedy in three acts (2 scenes) by 
Jerome D. Ross: presented by Montgomery 
Ford. Stars Philip Ober and Margaret 
Curtis Staged by William McFadden. 
Settings, Lawrence Goldwasser, At Red} 
Bern theatre, Locust Valley, N. Y., Aug. 8. 
°38 
Waldo ... eiog ness eueneee ..Philip Ober 
Harold Higby..cccccocccccces Hugh Cameron 
BAGWGE 0.456 5.5.500060640656-65.0 John Maroney 
Midgie ... 6d eebeeseeeeeas eeenere: Carre 
Mr. O'Uiwyei.cceccccccccceees: Harold Grau 
Kalluim cccccsccccovccccccess Florenz Ames 
) (errr rr rer et) kt Richard Clark 
Chermaine ....... sesecesseean Caste 
Assistant Manager...cecces: Jevemy Bowman 
Page ..ee- o* ---Robert Lindeey 
Sonny George.....cssecceees- Sidn Lumet 
Sonny’s Mother....ccsccscoees--Ann Brody 
Senator HaZlitt..cccccccccees Frank Harvey 
Sound Engineer...cccceseees: Devid Orrick 
Mr. Birttonwieser...ce.seees Baruch Lumet 
Hotel Porter.....cccccsscceees-SOl Launet 





Here is good material for a B pic- 
ture. With good rewriting, it might 


do better. Story concerns the career | 


of Waldo, personable and young, who 


earns a livelihood by peddling hock- | 


suop jewelry as Romanoff heirlooms, 


or operating a minor mail fraud. 
Play opens with Waldo (Philip 
Ober) and Lionel (John Maroney) 
planning to take over a mild little 
man, Mr. O’Dwyer (Harold Grau), 
as an investor in their profit-plan. 
However, O'Dwyer turns out to be a 
| postoffice inspector. — 
| Then ensues a series of 
‘for Waldo, always with O’Dwyer at 
his heels. Waldo ecomes Uncle 
Waldo on the air and cashes in big 
as a bedtime storyteller. However, 
his show is cancelled when a torch 
singer, Charmaine (Jean Casto), an- 


nounces he’s the father of her un- 
born child, for spite. Lionel shows 
up again and persuades Waldo to| 
ioin in a scheme to get the radio 
kiddie fans to invest in a non- 
existent bank. Up pops O’Dwyer 
again and Waldo and Lionel do an-|} 
other fadeout. This time it’s a short 
one, though, for Waldo’s’_ kiddie 


public demands his return to the air, 
Charmaine admits the paternity 
story was a gag, the Government | 
adopts his child-thrift plan and the} 
cute steno (Margaret Curtis), Midgie 
is in for the final clinch. 

Several sequences are uproariously | 
funny and especially fine work is 
done by Sidney Lumet, as a smart-! 
aleck child radio star, and Ann 
Brody, as his mother. 

Most of the cast, at one time or 
another, seems undecided whether to 
play this one straight or burlesque it. 
With a litile more sincerity and some 


dialog doctoring, ‘Listen, My Chil- | 
|; dren’ should be a mild click on| 
Broadway. Gilb. | 


MUSIC AT EVENING 


White Plains, N. Y., Aug. 9. 


Comedy in three acts (6 scenes) by Rob- 
ert Nathan Staged by Edward Massey. 
Settings, Eleanor Farrington. At Ridge- 
Way theatre, White Plains, N. Y¥., week of 
Aug. 8, ‘3S 

is SUM AMOIN ox bbs ane 6 Richard Hale 
PRG: A Letcackawks --Katherine Alexander 


Count Otto Von Stock. 
Ferencz Bednikoff............ Edgar Stehli 
Baron Von Dragenfels....Alan D. McLean 
tO SP ree Pore ee Ross Matthew 
SCCLECtAryY..ccccccccsccvcess. Wihham Watkins 


..+.-Ralph MacBane 








Robert Nathan, who has written 
the novels ‘Winter in April’ 
‘The Woodcutter’s House,’ flounders 
badly in ‘Music at Evening.’ 
another case of a good fiction writer 
lacking the necessary touch with the 
| dramatic form. 

Nathan tells the story of the great- 
est pianist in Bohemia, who rises to 
| the need of his country by becoming 
prime minister. Nikisch, the musi- 
| cian, has always been a dull com- 
| panion for his wife, Paula, paying 





| more attention to finger exercises | 


| than to love. Having induced him 
| to accept the prime minister role, 
in hopes of getting some excitement 
| out of it, Paula finds that Nikisch 
| remains the same old stick-in-the- 
| mud. When he seems to be falling 
| down on the job in a government 
crisis, she grows disgusted and runs 
(Continued on page 55) 





| Broadway Coin 








(Continued from page 51) 





with an earlier start for legits, may 
result in reviving that idea. 

Report that a $1,000,000 produc- 
| ing combine of businessmen would 
jenter legit is not verified. It ap- 


|pears to be the same promotional 
| Proposition that has been around 
|for a couple of years. Main idea is 
to sell stock, 

Elmer Rice Back 

New Elmer Rice play, as yet un- 
titled, will go into production im- 
mediately after the preem of Robert 
|E. Sherwood’s ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois.’ Rice is staging both plays. 
He and Sherwood are currently cast- 
ing ‘Abe.’ 

Rice’s play is a comedy-drama on 
an American theme, with a Connecti- 
cut locale. Playwright was ap- 
proached by 
dramatize his novel, ‘The City,’ but 
he has decided not to do it, prin- 
; cipally because he’s ‘tired of it.’ Has 





| 


| 








|also had a couple of nibbles for the | 


film rights to the book, but nothing 
jelled, 

Rice cleaned up on several shows 
|during the depression, first with 
‘Street Scene’ and then ‘Counsellor 
at Law.’ He produced the latter on 
his own and later took over the 
Belasco theatre, N. Y., after putting 
on a show at the Empire, 
which did not click. 
venture and two additional plays of 
his authorship failed to ring the bell. 
After one season, he withdrew. 

Before that he became involved in 
a row with the N. Y. critics. Latei 
i'when he went to Europe he declared 
he was finished with the theaire and 
'one completed script was discarded, 
only to show up in London. For a 
time he was head of the WPA thea- 
tre project in New York. 


of escapades | 


and | 


several producers to} 


ms Beal 
Tne Belasco | 














regularly engaged as manager, agent, 
et al. Declared that the union’s at- 
torney did not get $9,000, which he 
| was promised, an 
| still owes him a tidy sum. Most 


| financial condition, too. 
| 
| added to the TMAT setup, new units 
| house managers. 
company and house managers, agents, 
treasurers and Yiddish 
Road men had not been 
with the publicists formerly banded 
together outside the union as the 
New York Theatrical Press Agents, 
supposedly a_ strictly Broadway 
bunch. 

Each has officers and may formu- 
late its own rules, subject to the 
union’s board. None 
treasury for union purposes. It’s held 
there’s no longer any necessity for a 





th h ion | 10 days of rehearsal left. 
d at the uni | if she knew of anyone who might do for the part, and described th 


members are worried over TMAT’s: Of girl he sought. 


Fifth and sixth groups have been| Night’ and refused to sign with Harris s 


being road press agents and film| she met the producer, co! : he 
The others are) 4 gentleman’s agreement’ to sign the contract. ‘June Night’ subsequent) 


divisions. | 
identified | 


is to have a| 


‘war chest,’ such as that raised by | 
at the Shubert. ‘Pins’ is slated to move to a larger house, with its sponsor, 


the N.Y. p.a. chapter, but the latter 
may maintain a fund for benevolent 
purposes, it was explained. Union 


| is supposed to have such a fund, too, 


to aid unfortunates, or to make loans, 
repayable when the members get 
groups, out-of-town members in the 


key stands will also be permitted to | 


have chapters. That was agreed upon 
after a delegation from Boston con- 
tended this was within its rights. 


| ditions at the Mt. Kisco, N. Y., strawhatter. 








LEGITIMATE 0, 1938 
—=> 

>. omen @ t 
| TMAT Expansion nside Stu | 
‘in 
| s . 
| (Continued from page 51) Martha Scott, whose Broadway debut in Thornton Wilder’s ‘Our Town’ 

; a t at the Morosco, N. Y., was a click, was cast blind for the show. Wher 
salaries may be hoisted. None 0 | Jed Harris decided on her for the part he had never even known of i 
the staff is getting as much as if; before. Actress at first refused to sign a run-of-the-play contr < 


act because 
she didn’t know the producer. 
After trying two girls for the ingenue part, Harris was stuck wit 


h 
He asked Evelyn Varden, playing Mrs. —_ 


Gibbs 
€ king 
she’g 
‘June 


Actress recommended Miss Scott, with whom 
played in stock, but latter was rehearsing in Kenyon Nicholson’s 
ince she didn’t know him anj 
because he ‘doesn’t know me or my work.’ As a result of her insistence 

onferred with him (without a reading), and ‘mag, 


folded after a tryout in Philadelphia. 


During the recent revival of ‘Ned McCobb’s Daughter’ at the Westport 
Conn., strawhat, one performance was delayed several minutes by a fist 
fight between two actors backstage. Battle sounds were clearly audible 
out front. Ill feeling had been brewing between the pair during rehearsa} 
and came to a head during one scene, when one of the players burneg 
lover the way the other was said to be hogging the stage. The two 
exchanged hot words at the end of the scene and then went into the 
slugfest. Separated without casualties by others of the company. 





Management of ‘Pins and Needles,’ revue at Labor Stage, N. Y., is ex. 
tending the ticket sale into October. Same applies to ‘I Married an Angel’ 


the International Ladies Garment Workers Union, planning other stage 
activities in the little house. Stated that it will stick to its policy of using 
amateurs for Sidney Kingsley’s ‘The Outward Room,’ adapted from Millen 
Brand’s best seller of the same name, which the union’s theatre unit wil! 
present in November, 





Complaint has been made to Actors Equity Assn, about backstage con. 
Principal squawk has been 
against the dampness of the dressing room. Theatre is operated by Rich. 
ard Skinner and Day Tuttle, but they have been reluctant to make the 


| The constitutional committee has | necessary repairs, as they merely lease the house for the summer. - Under. 
| 18 members, three from each group. | sto9q Equity hopes to have the conditions rectified before next summer, 


N.Y. p.a.s were best organized to 
oppose the plan to eliminate the 
group idea. However, ultimately 


|they helped to right a situation that 
|verged on confusion on the initial 
day. Al Tamorin, 


| 


though it’s unlikely anything can be done this season. 





Figures on ‘I Married An Angel’ at the Shubert, N. Y., place the total 
gross of the musical at $346,246 in the first 13 weeks. Estimated -that it 


Bernard Simon| the show held the present pace for one year the gross would amount to 


and Danny Melnick (p.a.s) were the | $1,442,691. 


| most active in protecting the group’s | 


| aims. 

Propose Legit TMAT 
Minutes include a proposal where- 
iby the constitution would confine 


|; not be adopted in the revised draft, 


of legit houses. 
|proposal is that the union has 
neither the man power nor the 


their assistants, and it was suggested 
that organizing that field should be 
left to the future. Proposer came 
out for a better union, not a bigger 
one. 

While on an organizing trip to the 
Coast, a number of picture house 
managers applied for membership, 
which brought a protest from the 
International Alliance of Stage Em- 
ployees. Two telegrams from Wil- 
liam Green, head of the American 
Federation of Labor, ordered the or- 
ganizer to lay off but he continued 
to proselyte on orders said to have 
come from TMAT. In 1935, IATSE 
obtained jurisdiction over ticket sell- 
ers, ticket takers and ushers in film 


the managers. 

TMAT claims the jurisdiction of 
the ‘front of the house’ for all types 
of entertainment and _ will ‘contest 


council of AFL. 


affiliates. 


pectation that it will become more 
effective. Seems to be little doubt 
that some groups are benefited more 
than others, which is one cause for 
| skepticism. 

| Simon was made ch.iirman of the 
drafting committee, which also in- 
cludes Elise Chishc!m 





} 


, Pearl and William Brennan, 
|urers; Howard Herrick, 
Weller and Forrest 
vance men (ror4); 
Dave Finestone and Harry Nelmes, 
managers; Leo Libkin, Joe Gross- 
man anc Milton Weintraub, Yiddish: 
Charles Carroll, Bill Scott and Dave 
Lustig, picture managers.. 


treas- 
Samuel 
Crossman, ad- 





| Slezak, Sr., in America 


Leo Slezak, Austrian film player 
and former noted operatic tenor. ar- 
rives Friday (12) in New York to 
see his son, Walter Slezak, featured 
comedian in 
| the Shubert, 
|elder Slezak’s 
lin 25 years. 


a £ 


| 


| 


| however, because the union does not | Hungarian original. 
| limit its membership to ticket sellers 


finances to build up a new group, | 
such as picture house managers and | 


theatres but nothing was said about | 


with IATSE before the executive | 


Whether the AFL will okay the! Duncan, Raymond Greenleaf, Grace 
group idea in TMAT is open to some | Carney, 
question, although the parent union | 
rarely steps in on the affairs of its | 
There are those who are | 
skeptical that the situation in TMAT)| 
will be clarified, but most of the| Wicke 
membership appears to want the, Anna Stafford, Erskine Sanford, ‘Too 
union to keep functioning, in the ex- | Much 


and Oliver | 
Sayler, p.a.’s.; Walter O’Connor, Jack | 


Tom Bodkin, | 


‘I Married an Angel,’ at | 
It will be the | 
first visit to the U. S. | 





‘Angel’ has claimed around $28,500. According to the show’s own figures, 
however, the average weekly grosses have been $26,635. Capacity is $28. 
000 at $4.40 top. 





Opening night tryout of ‘The Inner Light’ at the Westport (Conn.) play- 


Just | TMAT only to legit. It will probably | house, the cast sent a ribbing wire to Worthington Miner, adapter and 


director of the play. Signed the name of Hugo Csergo, author of the 
Message read: 


‘Play is lousy stop positively withdraw adaptation of rights stop regret 


Argument for the! whole thing.’ 


‘Legend,’ the starting show on Guthrie McClintic’s production schedule 
for the coming season, was authored by Elizabeth B. Ginty, private secre- 
tary for David Belasco, for years. She wrote several scripts but this is 
the first to be accepted for presentation. 





McBRIDE’S AND BASCOM 
TICKET AGENCIES MERGE 


McBride’s Ticket Agency, one of 
the ‘big three’ on Broadway, will be 
consolidated with Bascom’s, papers 
having been filed in Albany. Met 
Bride’s had taken over the Bascom 
chain of hotel ticket stands some 
years ago, but operated it as a sepae 
rate entity. 

McBride's has a capital stock of 
$110,000, $100 par. Bascom’s is capl- 
talized at $1,000, with shares at $10 
par. Directors of the latter are John 
S. McBride, William M. Louden and 
William M. McBride. Five others 
are named as owning one share eacl. 


Sam Bernard’s Widow — 
Inherits Property of Kin 


Dudley, Gray, Phelps & Gray 
Niagara Falls attorneys have com- 
municated with the widow of Sam 
Bernard on clearing the title of real 
estate in the upstate city, which shé 
inherited from her late brother 
Francis P. Reairden, professionally 
known as Dan McAvoy. She's now 
| the wife of Sam Williams, formet 
| actor, but now a stock broker. Mrs 
| Williams has been ill with a nervous 
| disorder for some time. Williams 4?- 
/peared in vaudeville with his first 
wife, the late Kate Elinore. 

Attorneys also have queried the 
whereabouts of Bernard’s nephew 

Davey Jones, also known as 5a@ 
| Bernard, Jr. 


Current Road Shows 


Week of Aug. 8 

‘Brother Rat,’ Brighton, 
Beach, N. Y. (9). 

‘Cn Borrowed Time,’ 


Strawhat Bookings 


Grant Mitchell, ‘Glory of Youth,’ 
Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, Mass. 

Kay Strozzi, ‘Biography,’ Lake 
Placid Players, Lake Placid, N. Y. 

F, C. Furcolowe, Charlotte Ache- 
son, Muriel Bedel, ‘The Barker,’ 
Litchfield theatre, Litchfield, Conn. 

Ben Lackland, Owen Davis, Jr., 
William Dorme, Susan Fox, Doris 
Dalton, Keenan Wynn, Jane Jonson, 
John Drew Devereaux, John Hallo- 
ran, James Perkins, Gordon Duff, 
David Savage, Al Dechnik, Jessa- 
mine Newcomb, Grant Mills, Kathryn 
Givney, George Macready, A. H. 
Van Buren, ‘Brother Rat,’ Lakewood 
Players, Skowhegan, Me. 

Curtis Cooksey, Ann Mason, 
‘Lightin’,, Mohawk Drama Festival, 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

Frank Lyon, Lynn Whitney, Nancy 














| 


Nina Morley, Del Hager, 
Emry Heaton, Edwin Gordon, Robert 
Perry, ‘The Big Pond,’ Lake Whalom 
| theatre, Fitchburg, Mass. 

Joseph Cotton, Edgar Barrier, 
oward Smith, Eustis Wyatt, Mary 
s, Ruth Ford, Guy Kingsley, 


| 





Johnson,’ Stony Creek theatre, 
tony Creek, Conn. 


MARC KLAW’S WIDOW 
SUED BY CREDITORS 


Blanche Klaw, widow of Mare 
Klaw, of Klaw & Erlanger, adminis- 
trix of her late husband’s estate: 
Elias M. Felig, administrator of the 
estate, and Barclay’s Bank, Ltd., of | 
London, were sued last week in N. Y. 
by the National Surety Co., indi- 
vidually and on behalf of other | 
creditors of the estate, for an ac- | 

| counting of securities disposed of by | 
Mrs. Klaw. 

Plaintiffs claim that the widow il- | 

| legally transferred through the Bar- 
| Clay bank, securities, including shares 
of stock in the Klaw & Erlanger New 


'S 
| 














Brighton 


Biltmore, Le 


Angeles. San 
| Orleans theatre, thereby making the, ‘Pins and Needles, Geary, °” 
estate insolvent and against the in-' Francisco. +9108 
terests of its creditors. The surety! ‘Room Service,’ Alden, Jams" 


company Friday (5) obtained a court N. Y. ine ¢hiertrude fa 
order directing Mrs. Klaw to appear|,SUS@m_ and ‘od’ (Gertru 


‘eB , rence), Curran, San Francisco , 

; pe , she | ' , 5 * Gal’ 
Sent ne before trial On| ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter, Ga 
i . . 


}den Pier, Atlantic City. 
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CHATTER 





Broadway 


n Monk, Jr., and Fred Finkel- 


Bermuda. 
ne nino Gigli due from Italy 





Joh 





next month. 
- te Peterson to return to 
i lay. 
adway in a Pp 
am Chappell due back from 
Colorado in a couple of weeks. 
sidney. Spier, nitery p.a., off to 
Cape Cod for a week's respite. 
Herman G. Weinberg, indie dis- 
trib left for two-week trip of the 
south. 
hitney back to New York 
se asasty a week at Saratoga 
aon Kalmenson, Warner western 
sales boss, on two-week tour of 
branches. 
Elbert (Slim) Severance Is p.a. for 
the Sunrise Drive-in theatre, Valley 


tream, L. ; me 
ichel, recuperating in 

r. Leo Michel, re 
cuusinger’s Cc. C., due back in his 


office next week. 

Glenn Anders to the 
Am Different, which is 
Tallulah Bankhead. 

Terrific heat shuttered film home 
offices and other businesses several 


starring 


afternoons I-st veek. 
Mrs. Florence Marston, eastern 
rep. of the Screen Actors Guild, 


motoring to the Coast. 

Henry Frankel, of WOR’s artist 
bureau, back from one-week vacash 
of Connecticut motoring. 

Peggy Scheuerman, of the Authors 
League of America, to Lake George, 
N. Y., for several weeks. 

Ernest Lawford, recuperating from 
his recent illness, due back from 
London early next month. | 

Dave Jonas, formerly with Lyons 
& Lyons agency. has joined Bill 
Miller at Artists Syndicate. 

John Murt, display man for War- 
ner Bros. theatre department in 
Philadelphia, vacationing in N. Y. 

Arthur Brown now hosting at the 
Stork, thus permitting operator 
Sherman Billingsley a little relief. 

Plenty of London and Paris folk 
deferring their usual fall visits until 
next spring to coincide with 
Fair. 

Julian T. Abeles, theatrical attor- 
ney, due back Aus. 15 from a 
month’s Coast visit for business and 


pleasure. 5 
Bob Weitman took the missus to 
Ferndale, N. Y., Friday (5) for 


recuperation after an operation in 
eg 

Major Frederick L. Herron, for- 
eign department head at the Hays 
office, on a vacation tour through 
the east. 

Bob Vogel, in Metro’s foreign de- 
partment on the Coast, returns to 
Hollywood this week after home of- 
fice confabs. 

Alfred Harding, editor of the Ac- 
tors Equity mag, to the northwest 
for a month’s vacation and to bring 
back his family. 

Jose Ferrer being considered for 
the Maxwell Anderson-Kurt Weill 
musical and for a new Guthrie Mc- 
Clintic production. 

Albert Deane, Paramount's foreign 
advertising-publicity boss, off for a 
rest to Fire Island. Gets his real 
vacation late this fall. 

ohn Henry Lewis, Henry Arm- 
strong and Joe Louis added to guest 
list for Chick Webb’s date at the 
Paramount theatre Aug. 15. 

Because the other bonifaces like 
Nicky Blair, the Paradise has become 
the hangout when the nitery man- 
agers want to step out a bit. 

Surprise party Monday night at 


Hotel Astor for Norman Elson, who’s | 


taking the leap. Joe Lee, 20th-Fox 
exchange manager, acted as m.c. 
Louis Schaffer, general manager of 
or Stage, has gone to the Inter- 
National Ladies Garment Workers 
resort in Stroudsburg, Pa. 
to — Husted, ex-pro, transferred 
Onia State Reformatory, Mich., to 
Pianist in that institution, has 
€n switched back to the Michigan 
hag in Jackson. 
1Z passengers on the S. S. 
Normandie arriving last week with 
+ of the Prof. Duncan _ tragedy 
that iapevine versions of the affair 
iffered from ‘he news reports. 


‘rnold Van Le ay oor be 
with Morris G er, long associated 


est in ast. ¢ 
now heading the past, and 


agency, Will de spony aavertising 


World's Fair. 


lin (Mrs, Irving) Berlin has her 


rent eanction short story in the cur- 
ie eos in two months. The 
* nh. lin Mackay does it all on 
. too, even e.chewing the 
D, ving Berlin billing. 
on” Burns now in 
rt rehearsing 


New musica] there. Al 





| which had been 
| Mrs. 


| 


; London to 
in Jack Waller's | —_——— 


Marius Poulson), is due 


in New | 


York shortly on a talent-scouting | 


visit. 
S. N. Behrman due to wind up his 


Hollywood scripting stint in never 
three weeks. Ther will return east. | 


Will probably not have a script com- 
pleted for production by the Five 
Playwrights until next spring or 
summer. 

Major Frederick Herron, in charge 
of Hays foreign department; David 
Palfreyman, assistant to Will Hays; 
Arthur S. Dickinson, head of the 
conservation division, and 


| 





Joel | 


Swensen, assistant to Kenneth Clark | 


in public relations department, all 
away this week on vacations. 


in ‘Lot’s Wife’ at the Aldwych. 


VARIETY 








London 


Jack McKeon 





in London. 


don. 
Dave Berman father of seven- 

pound girl. | 
Cyril Gilmour new press agent 


for the Palladium. | 
_ Elisabeth Bergner now a natural- | 
ized British subject. 

J.H. Parker replaces Cecil Parker | 


‘Little Stranger’ closed at the Roy- 


The Darryl Zanucks returned with | alty July 23, after 12 performances. 


three dogs, one for each of their 


three children, and two nurses, but | to join husband, Thornton Freeland. 


left a dachshund bet.ind in 
Zanuck thought 
| wouldn’t weather the 
| Mrs. Ben Miggins, wife of the 20th- 
Fox manager in “rance, inherited it. 


the pooch 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Coast for ‘1| 


James Melton home. 
| Edna Ferber’s new 
ready. 

Maria Sermolino 
New York. 


home nearly 


commuting to 


at Saratoga. 


Paris, | 
flown from Berlin. | 


crossing so| 


| 


| 


| 
| due at the Gaiety Aug. 31, i: 


} . . , 

| Flora Zabelle here. Ditto Char- 
| lotte Greenwood. 

| Mrs. Thomas Meighan spending | 


first summer here. 
Ethel Barrymore to 
visit Alex Woollcott. 
Lily Pons due back Sept. 1 from 
South American tour. 
Working press gave large party 
for Eugenie Leontovich. 
Mrs. Carl Schlaet (ex-Mrs. 
Held, Jr.) back from Mexico. 
Grantland Rices_ visiting 


Vermont to 


West- 


| Roy Larsen will make his new 
120-acre farm here his winter home. 

Peggy French, with parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ward French, at Longshore 
Club. 





atre Guild. 

Ann Greenway back from Sara- 
toga. Summering with Mrs. Mark 
Luescher here. 

Katharine Hepburn in to see ‘Su- 
zanna and the Elders,’ which she 
was offered for Broadway. 

Rex Smith commuting to News- 
Week while wife (Jessie Royce Lan- 
dis) rehearses ‘The Millionairess.’ 

Alexander ‘Sandy’ Sturm, son of 
Justin Sturm, sculptor and _ all- 
American end (Yale, '21) made stage 
debut in ‘Suzanna and the Elders.’ 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





Suzanne Bole home after 


dance tour. 

Bunny Rang off for Louisville to 
join Ray Herbeck’s orchestra. 

WB closing Schenley theatre, Oak- 
land, for two weeks to renovate. 


again 


Helen Donnelly back in_ town 
again after a show-seeing on Broad- 
way. 


Rae Russell off for New York to 
enroll at Chester Hale school of 
ballet. 

Austin Internate’s 





son in from 


Tri-State College, Angola, Ind., for | Oct. 11 with ‘Robin Hood.’ 


a visit. 


N. H., for the Berkshire 


Festival. 


vacation. ‘ 

Lew Mercur on talent hunt pre- 
paratory to reopening Harlem Casino 
next month. 

Chet Adams and Sue Elliott, both 
,of Playhouse’s backstage crew, will 
| marry Sept. 2. 

Dave Rubinoff's aged mother, 


| Detroit bedside. 
The John 
|home near Atlantic City 
| mainder of the summer. 


for 


Lou Miller, asst. manager of the 


Robert Jorgensen off to Denmark 
and Sweden for his annual 
tion. 

Paul Murray lining up a vaude-| 
ville act of English films’ stars dou- 
bles, 

Leslie Howard to do a picture at! 
Pinewood studios in association with 
Charles Woolf. 

Harry Ham, 
tive of Myron 
here next month. 

The new Leslie 


June Clyde off to south of France | 
| 
| 


vaca- 


London representa- 
Selznick, expected 


musical, 
finally | 


Henson 
titled ‘Running Riot.’ 


‘Pygmalion’ has been selected for 
special showing at the International 


Philip Dunning and Gabriel Hess | Exhibition, Venice, Aug. 27. 


Tommy Trinder to be _ resident 
compere at the Paradise club during | 
the fall, starting next month. 

Hollywood Doubles, originally 
booked into the Palladium for four 
weeks, just stayed a fortnight. 

Billy Stewart, manager of Clifford 
C. Fischer’s London Casino, turned 


| present convalescing from illness dine | 
to overwork at county playhouse. | 


John C. Ring, Jr., of Chamber a4 


Commerce, and Paul Biesman, man- 
|ager of Municipal Theatre Assn. and | 
Octavus Roy Cohen visiting Lon-| American theatre, Chicago, lining up | 


talent for civic fiesta, to follow 
Veiled Prophet parade and ball in| 
October. 
Another midget motor race track | 
has been opened in the metropolitan | 
area. New one is located at Cahokia, 
Ill., across the Mississippi from here. | 
It will compete with one operated by | 
Earl Reflow at the Walsh Memorial 
Stadium, St. Louis. | 


Long Island 


Little theatre group organizing in 
Woodhaven. 

Park Department sponsoring con- 
test of hillbilly acts. 

Paul Kelly doing personals at Lido 


theatre, Long Beach. 

Auto drive-in theatre opens to- 
night (10) at Valley Stream. 

Ben Selvin of Kew Gardens has 
his Muzak (wired music) in many 
local niteries. 


Bernarr Macfadden 
his new all-metal 
Roosevelt field. 

Joseph Landesman, manager of 
Fisk theatre, Woodside, has deal on 
to buy Art theatre, Detroit. 

Fred Perry is nursing a bite on his 
left hand suffered while rescuing his 


has anchored 
monoplane at 


pup, Jock MacVinson, during dog 
| fight. 
| Josef and Rosina Lhevinne, of 


Kew Gardens, celebrating 40th anni- | 


| down offer to manage Warners’ new! versary as pianists and man and 


John | 


| 


. | 
brook Peglers at New Canaan, Conn. | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| lish rights for Associated British Pic- 
| ture Corp. 


| ager of the Regent, a theatre in John 
| Maxwell circuit, will be manager of 


May Beegle off for Tanglewood, | 
Music | 


The Kap Monahans have left for | 
Cape May, N. J., on their saeed 


| $2,000 per week for two weeks with | 


just | 
informed of his illness, rushed to his | 


Harrises have taken a} 
re- | 
Jimmy Rudge replacing Sammy | tioning. 


Walters with Luke Riley’s orchestra, | 
latter joining Marty Schramm outfit.| back from _ biz 


| State, Wilkinsburg. Pa., convalescing | 


: s pecial exploitation | at Cumberland, Md., from operation. 
Y wets Midget Village at the N. | 


Curtis Rudolf with 
|; Pasadena, Cal., 
| house last of month and returns to 
teaching post at Duquesne U. 


Stroudsburg 


By John Bartholomew 


} 
{ 


winds up 





fr 7 so has an offer Aldo Nadi at Buck Hill. 

on in ent Deere Wiman to re-| Night baseball cut Tuesdays 
Voy-Arthu. er for new J. P. Mc- Stroud theatre reopened Mon- 

irloric’™ Schwartz show. day (8). 

Unger ae Leonard and Gladys| Douglas McCaulay concerted at 
Play, ‘Salute ¢ erly d completed a new $§ Onawa Lodge. 

Son ool ~eeeeew, which Mat-| Bruce Hall's band at Harrison 
Miss Leona. an agency will handle. Park, Blakeslee 


Presnel 24, is the wife of Robert | 


Frank 
TY mugg, running in 
prtron IS Ziving his eastern pals 
h Nyway with his very bright 
%. _ If_ his 
cinch, S Campaign libretto, he’s a 
A, 
his ings, Hronsohn, who operates or 
tle na ests in the 400 Club (a ‘bot- 


b Tty’ club), Cafe Anglais, Em- | 


(with Home’ at Shawnee summer theatre. 


and Cafe de Paris 


platform | 


Vocalist Dorothy Lisetie 
tated by a fall. 


Jimmy Applegate’s orchestra at 
Clvde’s, Buck Hill Forks. 
| Jan Krupa is at the Ha nmond 


console at the Penn-Stroud hotel 


Tommy Cullen’s swingste! will 
| remain until after Labor Day at the 
Glenwood hotel. 
Donna Dae, of Fred Waring’: 


|Pennsylvanians, appeared with the 
a o) “ \ . ‘ lee wraw 
Aldan Funsters Guild in ‘Fly Away 


Community Play-| 


theatre. 

Wallace Parnell due back here 
next month from Australia after five 
years vaudeville producing for 
Frank Neal. 

Henry Sherek staging ‘The Petri- 
fied Forest’ here in the fall, and hop- 
ing to get Bette Davis and Leslie 
Howard for the leads. 

Jack Buchanan has leased the Riv- 


erside Film studios, which were pur- | 


Marcia toushion beck te tows to! chased by Leslie Hiscot some time | open Sept. 4. 


i | do sets for ‘Dame Nature’ for The- | 
the 


ago, to make pictures there. 

Harry Roy due back from South 
America Aug. 15 to resume vaude- 
ville dates for General Theatres 
Corp. till the end of the year. 

Harry Foster and Nat Kalcheim | 
have booked the Dolinoffs and Raya 
Sisters for America for eight weeks, | 
with team opening next Feb. 2. | 

Roy Rich, new manager of London | 
Hippodrome, married Pamela Tith- | 
eradge, niece of Madge Titheradge, 
at Holborn register office, July 28. 

General Films Distributors, the 
Charles Woolf outfit, testing Fred 
Formby, brother of George Formby. 
at Pinewood studios, for film debut. | 

Sir Oswald Stoll is considering | 
putting vaudeville into the London | 
Coliseum, which is giving General | 
Theatres Corp. an unexpected head- |! 
ache. 

‘Young in Heart,’ latest of Selz-| 
nick pictures, expected here end of | 
August, and will have its West End | 
premiere at the Odeon early next} 
month, 

Walter Futter handling | 
tures of Chico’ for Eurcpean release, | 
with Arthur Dent dickering for Eng- 


William Pepper, for years man- 


new Warner house when it opens 


Sonnie Hale returning to screen, | 
after three years in ‘The Gaunt 
Stranger,’ adapted from an Edgar | 
Wallace thriller. Picture is being | 
shot at Ealing by Michael Balcon. 

Martinus Poulsen, head of Cafe | 
de Paris, dickering with Charles L. | 
Tucker to bring over Tino Rossi at | 
options. | 
Sept. 19 


Opening date would be 


St. “a | 


| 
By Sam X. Hurst 





Jimmy Harris, p.a. Loew's, vaca- | 


B. B. Reingold, 20th-Fox 


trip through 


exec, 
the 
state. 

Father of Maurice Davis, manager 
of the William Rogers theatre, a 
nabe, died, 

Zeke Colvan, stage manager of 
the muny theatre, has lost 15 pounds 
this summer. George Hirst, musical 


director. has lost 20. 

Bill Rice, traffic manager of the! 
Sheesley Midway shows, has re- 
icovered from a 10-week illness. and 
|will be at the Missouri State Fair, 
Sedalia, Aug. 20-27. 

Richard Berger plans to start re- 
hearsals of ‘Once Upon a Night,’ 
skedded for a Wilmington. Del.. 
opening Sept. 8. upon completion of 
muny opera season. 

John P. Shea, former film theatre 
operator, and Will L. Lindhorst, 
magician, fell by the wayside in 
Missouri’s primary election. Both 
sought Democratic nomination a 
state representative. 

City fathers are offering to buy 
Douglas Corrigan’s New York-to- 
Belfast plane with pennies donated 
by children. Plan is to put ship in 


Jefferson Memorial, where Lind- 
bergeh's trophies are housed. 

Motor trip to Mexico City will be 
made at conclusion of Civic Theatre 
Inc.. strawhat organiz:tion, season 
by prez Gordon Carte-. He is at, 


| wife. 


| Sigmund Strauss will manage 


| Palace theatre, Corona, when it re- | 


opens Aug. 18 after being dark six 
weeks. 

Louise Leonard, asst. manager of 
| Loew’s Willard, Woodhaven, goes to 
|the Astor, N. Y., Sunday (14) as 
| treasurer for run of Metro’s ‘Marie 
Antoinette.’ 

Granada theatre, Corona, will re- 
Robert Warnecke, 
now asst. to Joseph Ghlione, of 
Boulevard theatre, Jackson Heights, 
will manage. 

George Stoves 


has been trans- 


|ferred from the Maspeth theatre to | 
manage the Rainbow, Williamsburg. ' 


Joseph Sirkin, former manager of 
Oasis theatre, now at the Maspeth 
permanently. 

Manny Solomon, 
Crossbay theatre, Woodhaven, 
Monday (8) for week’s vacash in 
Adirondacks. Assistant Milton Ros- 
enthal returned Monday (1) after 10 
days in Canada. 

Dave Friedlander, who celebrated 
his 28th year with Loew’s on June 
15, and now manages Woodside thea- 
tre, leaves Aug. 22 for two-week 
cruise. Jimmy Finnan, assistant, will 
handle former’s duties. 

S. M. Kain, who has been subbing 
at Drake theatre, Rego Park, will 
return to manage his own house at 
Hawthorne, N. J., Aug. 20. Haw- 
thorne will reopen Sept. 1. Charles 


manager of 


‘Adven- | Becker, Drake manager, due in Aug. | 


21 from vacation. 





Sydney 





Frank Neil, British 


booking tour. 

Par may bring in stage presenta- 
tions to Capitol, Melbourne. 

Bert Watts, manager of the Lyce- 
um, had appendix operation. 

Ruth Draper to repeat in Sydney 
prior to continuing world tour. 

Snatchers copped 
of Hoyts’ Melbourne nabe spots. 

Fullers will produce ‘Snow White’ 


Tivoli, on 


as Xmas panto in Melbourne this 
year. 

Jim Collins, manager cf the Em- 
bassy, joining Williamson-Tait as 
producer. 


Paul Jacklin, program director for 
South African Broadcasting Commis- 
sion, here on honeymoon trip. 

Stuart F. Doyle on the lookout for 
overseas artists to play here for his 
Famous’ Artists and Production 
Agency. 

George Dean readying for his trip 
abroad for Williamson-Tait. Ernest 
Rolls currently in U. S. looking for 


| Suitable acts for next spring. 
Lawrence Tibbett signed for addi- | 
by Williamson- 


tional 26 concerts 
Tait. Singer will use planes to en- 
able him to make the concert spots. 

Once a month thé Greater Union 
Theatre boys are given time off to 
play golf. On last outing Norman 
Rydge, GUT chief, won second prize 

Billy Rayes and wife, Leila Ste 
returning to U. S. 
tour for Tivoli and 


ppe, 
following vaude 
Greater Union. 


Also made a picture for Cinesound 
Mike Lustig, film critic of the Svd- 
ar WA 

ney Mail, has been made a member 

of Film Guild. First time such 


honor has been passed to an Ame! 


can-born subject 

Fullers contemplating erecting ice 
rink in Auckland, New Zealand. Site 
has already been secured, with Si 
Ben Fuller expected to handle af- 


fairs personally if deal goes through. 
Outdoor biz is expected to go to a 


new high next summer in Sydney 
and Melbourne with Luna Park ven- 
tures Understood that Tom Eslick 
who handled the White City in th 

territory many years ago, wiil make 
a bid on outdoor trade shortly in 
Brisbane. 


left | 


$500 from one | 


mate a emer | 
Hollywood 
Jo Allison to Honolulu. 
Larry Kent in Frisco on biz. 
Jerry Wald stricken with flu. 
Les Goodwin: to the Sierras. 
Dick Arlen fishing off Mexico. 
Pat Wilder in from New York. 
Olympe Bradna floored by heat. 
Henry C. Daniell broke an arm. 


Frank Tuttle to Colorado ranch. 
Bob Vogel back from Broadway. 


David Todd in from Chicago jaunt. 

W. Ray Johnston here for confabs. 

Joe Penner back from Manhattan. 

John Auer had another birthday. 

Lionel Houser on 12-week holi- 
| day. 

Max Factor celebrated 61st birth- 
day. 

Anne Jamison back from concert 
tour. 

Nan Grey and Charles Martin en- 
gaged. 

Phil Berle recovering from match 
burns. 

Samuel Kaylin back to work after 
illness. 


Louis Hyman returned from Man- 
hattan. 
Margaret Sullavan back from east- 


ern trip. 

Neola Fox in San _ Bernardino 
hospital. 

Roy Obringer back from Alaska 
holiday. 

J. D. Kendis back from eastern 
biz trip. 

Fay Holden to Carmel, N. Y., for 
a month. 

Pandro Berman had a= minor 
operation, 

Sigrid Gurie to hospital for ob- 
servation. 

Greer Carson recuperating from 
operation. 

Lenore Ulric planed in from 


| Broadway. 
Martha Raye on midwestern per- 
; sonal tour. 
| Morris Ebenstein here from N. Y. 
| for confabs. 

Florence Buttner ap- 
| pendectomy. 

Henry Pincus to New York on biz 
and pleasure. 

Warner studio club to picnic Aug. 
13 at Catalina. 

Irving Reis 
honeymooning. 

Frank Vaselle’s name changed to 
Frankie Burke. 

Edward C. Claypoole 
vacash and biz. 

Edward Chamie back to his lyrics 
after operation. 
| Ronald Colman cruising on 
yacht, ‘Dragoon.’ 

Harold Lloyd and Joe Reddy home 
from Broadway. 


underwent 


and Meta Arenson 
for 


here 


his 


| Arthur MacArthur back from 
| Canadian vacash. 
Raymond Griffith landed 212- 


! 

| pound swordfish. 
Constantin Bakaleinikoff concuct- 

| ing at San Diego. 

| Olga Berkoff vacationing at 

verado Hot Springs. 

| Lou Ostrow tossed Chinatown din- 

ner for eastern pals. 

| Ted Richmond back 

| weeks in Manhattan. 
Baldwin Bergerson in 

| with stomach trouble. 

Ezra Goodman in 


Sil- 


after three 
hospital 


from N. Y. to 
| interview film biggies. 

| Robert Z. Leonard recuperating 
| from sunburn poisoning. 

| Bruce Hager, Kentucky publisher, 
| giving studios a onceover. 

| Jack Lait and family homeward 
| bound after vacation here. 

| Gail Patrick moved into a dressing 
room on star row at Paramount. 

| George O’Brien building new 
| ranch house in Malibu mountains. 

| Prof. Benficld Pressey here from 
| Dartmouth to study picture making. 

Ed Lowry organizing Comedians 
Club to make the country laugh con- 
scious. 

Poris Morros now a music 
turer at University of 
' California. 

New president of the Pacific Coast 
Ice Hocke’ League is Ben Frank, 
former managing director of the Am- 
bessador hotel. 

Al Vaughan, former publicity head 
for Samuel Goldwyn, joined Frank 
Seltzer’s staff at Hal Roach studio. 
John Miles replaced Vaughan at 
Goldwyn’s. 


lec- 
Southern 


| e . 
| M 
inneapous 
By Les Rees 
Warners has increased office staff. 
Genevieve Donovan, of Columbia 


office staff, visiting in South Dakota. 
Pertha Nauer, Metro branch man- 


ager’ ‘cretary, back from vacation. 

Dorothy Roy, Paramount book- 
ing department secretary, to wed 
Ward Christianson, Tir theatre 
booth operator. 

Maury Abrams, local Metro ex- 
ploiieer, back with family from New 
York pleasure trip 

John Reed, P .|. 4 t 
Twin City hou t | 
had } first r ‘ P I - 
pincott 

Harry H ch € Ada 
Leonard as guest f ( 

I Gayt Ck 
late th i" } 

Euvene ¢ ' f | f 
apo S3 ny co! . now 
ervir j t « f Phila- 
delnhia orchestra. a visito! 

Journal sponsoring prize contest 
for Paramount circuit to choose a 


¢ 


new name for Grand theatre. which 
eope as first-run film house next 
TY n } 
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OBITUARIES 


WARNER OLAND 


Warner Oland, 57, ‘Charlie Chan’ 
of films, died Aug. 6, in Stockholm, 
Sweden, of bronchial pneumonia. He 
was stricken while preparing to sail 
for America to start work in the 18th | 
picture of the ‘Chan’ series on the 
20th-Fox lot. 

He had been in ill health since last 
spring when he sailed quietly aboard 
a freighter for Italy, hoping to re- 
gain his strength during a summer 
in Europe 

Born in Sweden, Oland came to 
America when he was 13, made his 
stage debut with a Sarah Bernhardt 
company, played a season with 
Nazimova and lost his savings pro- 
ducing his own plays at the Hudson | 
theatre, New York. 

His start in the films was in 
‘Jewels of the Madonna’ with Theda 
Bara for William Fox in 1909. Most 
of his picture career was spent with 
Fox and later with 20th-Fox. 

International note came to him in 
the Charlie Chan series, which he | 
began in 1931 and played exclusively 
until his death. ‘Charlie Chan in| 
Monte Carlo’ was his 17th and last. | 


‘n Loving Memory of My Dear Wife 


MAUDE RYAN 


(August 15, 1935) 


WM. 





He was getting ready for ‘Charlie | 
Chan in Honolulu’ when the end 
came. 

Oland left extensive land holdings, 
including a farm in Massachusetts | 
and 1,000 acres on an island off | 
Mazatlan, Mexico. His wife, 


year. 
effected. 





JOHN G. BLYSTONE 
John G. Blystone, 45, film direc- 
tor for past 17 years, died suddenly 
Aug. 6 of a heart attack in his Bev- 
erly Hills home. 
day Warner Oland, whom he di- 


pictures, expired in Sweden, 


A native of Wisconsin, he went to | 
Hollywood after being diplomaed at | 


the University of Wisconsin, and 


broke into films as property man in| 
After a brief apprenticeship | 
as a director he was given his own | 
meg and during his career directed | 
Clara | 


1916. 


stars as Will Rogers, 





the | 
former Edith Shearn, filed a separate | 
maintenance suit against him last 
A reconciliation was being | 





| 


He died the same| player, 


ner and given the title of People’s 
Artist. The 30th anniversary of the 
founding of the project was cele- 
brated with much pomp in 1928 and 
he was awarded a state pension. 





ABRAHAM CHERNIAVSKY 
Abraham Cherniavsky, 82, onetime 
conductor of Royal opera house in 
Moscow, composer and later an in- 
structor, died Aug. 5 in Los Angeles. 
His children, whom he tutored; are 


| well known in musical circles. 


Surviving are his sons, Leo, Jan 


and Mischel, who formed a concert | 
trio; Munya, cellist, and Mrs. Clarita | 
and | 


Freidman, singer. Services 
burial in Hollywood Aug. 6. 
JOHN FRANCIS KNOTT 
John Francis Knott, 39, of the 


vaudeville and night club team of | 
and Bennett, “the tiny team | 
with the tiny piano,’ died July 27 at} 
his home in Youngstown after a brief | 


Knott 


illness. 
His widow, a son, mother, two 
brothers and a sister survive. Body 


was taken to Cleveland for crema- 
tion. 





CHARLES A. LOGUE 
Charles A. Logue, 48, screen play- 
wright, died Aug. 2 in Venice, Cal., 
after five months illness. Once a New 


| York World reporter, he had been 
CHAS. INNESS 


T. RYAN (Brother) 


war correspondent and author before 
taking up scenario writing. In his 
long Hollywood career he wrote 
plays for several studios and was 
editor-in-chief at Universal in 1931. 
Surviving is his widow. 





JOHN AASEN 


John Aasen, 51, circus giant, died | 


Aug. 1 in Mendocino, Calif., after 
two years illness. He joined the Bar- 
num & Bailey circus more than 25 
years ago and at one time played in 
pictures with Harold Lloyd. Aasen 
was eight feet nine inches tall and 
at one time weighed 503 pounds. 
Surviving is a sister in Montana. 





BILLY DOOLEY 
Billy Dooley, 44, vaude and screen 
died Aug 4 in Hollywood 


| after a heart attack. He had been in 
rected in the early ‘Charlie Chan’ | 
| merly as a vaudeville headliner and 


the show business for 34 years, for- 


later as star of a Christie comedy 
series, ‘The Goofy Gob.’ He had 
been freelancing in pictures for sev- 
eral years. 

Surviving are a brother and sister. 





SAM SERWER 


Sam Serwer, 42, sales and adver- 


uch 
soe Richard Barthelmess, Miriam | tising mgr. of the popular division 


Hopkins and Jane Withers. 
years as director he turned out 67 
pictures. When stricken he was pre- 
paring ‘Captain Midnight’ at Roach 
tudio, where he recently made 

wiss Miss’ and ‘Blockheads,’ with 
Laurel and Hardy. 

He leaves a wife, two daughters 
and a brother, Jasper, who is an as- 
~~ director. Services and burial 

Burbank, Calif., Aug. 9. 





JAMES N. McGRATH, JR. 
James N. McGrath, Jr., 65, stage 


pee of the Syria Mosque, Pitts- | 
u 


rgh, and for many years at the 
Alvin theatre there in a similar ca- 
pacity during its legit heyday, died 
at his home in that city Aug. 4 after 
a month’s illness. 

While at the Alvin, he met and be- 
came intimate friends with such cele- 
brated old-time stars as Fay Temple- 
ton, DeWolf Hopper and Harry 
Lauder. Active in affairs of the 
stagehands union, McGrath also op- 
erated a vaudeville booking agency 
in a downtown Pittsburgh office 
building. 

He was a bachelor and leaves one 
sister, Mrs. Mary Gallaher, and two 
brothers, Edward and Frank. 





N..T LE ROY 

Nat Le Roy, 72, who with his wife, 
Minnie Woodford, performed 
comedy turn in vaude thirty years 
ago, died from a lingering illness at 
his hone in Astoria, L. LL, Aug, 2. 
He suffered a nervous breakdown at 
the height of his career and retired 
from the stage to devote his time to 
writing scripts for acts. 

Survived by his wife and a daugh- 
ter, Dorothy. Interment was in 
Ferncliff Cemetery, Hartsdale, N. Y 





CONSTANTIN STANISLAVSKY 

Constantin Stanislavsky, 75, of the 
Moscow Art Theatre, died there Aug. 
7. We suffered a heart attack. 

Founder of the theatre under the 
Czarist regime, he was retained in 
his position when the Soviets took 
over. He was decorated with the 
Order of Lenin, the Rea Labor Ban- 


In 17) 





as a} 


of the Warner Bros. music publish- 
ing combine, died suddenly of a 
heart attack Tuesday (9) in New 
York. A wife and five-year-old son 
survive. 

Details in the music section. 





LUCIEN VAN NOZ 

Lucien Van Noz, 72, former trans- 
lator of opera librettos at the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Company, died Aug. 
7, in Mount Vernon, N. Y. 

He came to this country from 
France 28 years ago and lived in 
New York until recently. No sur- 
vivors. 





CLARK TWELVETREES 

A fractured skull he received Sun- 
day (7) in a fall resulted in the death 
|of Clark Twelvetrees, 34, yesteday 
| (9) in New York. 
| The legit actor was the divorced 
husband of Helen Twelvetrees, film 
player. Surviving is his widow by 
a second marriage. 


RUSSELL G. KNISELY 
Russell G. Knisely, 51, Akron, O., 
outdoor showman, died in People’s 
hospital there Aug. 3. He had been 
identified with circuses and carnivals 
for more than 30 years. 

His widow, ‘stepfather, a sister and 
five children survive. 








LAWRENCE KORTUM 
Lawrence Kortum, 34, a song- 
writer, committed suicide Aug. 9 in 
Central Park, N. Y., with a rifle shot. 
Songs he had written were found 
beside him. 
Of his songs, ‘This Night Is Made 
to Dance’ had been published. 
DOC ALLISON 
Doc Allison, 56, stage mechanic, for 
more than 20 years identified with 
East Liverpool, O., theatres, died 
July 26 in a Chicago hospital after 
a lingering illness. 
Burial in East Liverpool. 
HOMER H. BRIGGS 
Homer H. Briggs, 63, former stage 
manager of the Lyceum theatre, 





| died, 
| Rochester. 


locally. 





trainers. 








Aug. 2 at his home 


His widow and son survive. Burial 





PEARL WHITE 
Pearl White, 41, first to be starred | 
in a serial, ‘The Perils of Pauline,’ 
died in Paris Aug. 4. 
Story in the picture section, 





ED JAMES LAFFERTY 


in| 





Ed James Lafferty, 74, former 
member of the Al G. Fields minstrel, | 
who had also traveled on the Or- | 
pheum and Sullivan Considine cir-| 
cuits, died at his home in Wichita, | 
Kan., Aug. 6. | 





FRANKIE RYDER 

(Miss) Frankie Ryder, 78, onetime | 
circus and vaude performer, died 
Aug. 6 in Los Angeles. She was one | 
of big top’s earliest women animal | 


FRED ARTHUR WALTON 


Cornelius Donnelley, 50, known On 
the stage as Fred Arthur Walton, 
died in New York Aug. 8. He com- 
mitted suicide by turning on gas 
jets in his furnished room. 





JOSEPH FLECK 
Joseph Fleck, 35, operator at Aus- 


| home-made 


|hospital with a heart ailment. 





tin theatre, Kew Gardens, died sud- 
denly on July 19 of diabetes and a| 
heart attack. He is survived by his} 
widow and two children, 


LILY GARDNER 


Lily Gardner, 62, of former vaude 
team of Carroll and Gardner, died in 
Chicago on Aug. 2 following a short 
illness. 

Burial in Chicago. 





JACK LONG 


Jack Long, film stunt man, died 
Aug. 7 from injuries received when 
his motorcycle crashed with an auto 
in Los Angeles. Widow survives. 





ALAN COOGAN 
Alan Coogan, 50, former member 


of the vaude team of Coogan and} 


Casey, died at his home in Brooklyn, 
Aug. 5. 





Mrs. William Greenwald, wife of 
owner of radio station KWBG, Hut- 
chinson, Kan., died August 3 at her 
home after illness of five months. 

Father of Isser Singerman, man- 
ager of the Imperial, Ottawa, died in 
Montreal. 








Wife, 38, of Ray Garber, in the| 


Columbia transportation department, 
died Aug. 7 from injuries in an auto 
accident, 

Father of Sam Wiesenthal, with 
Metro on the Coast, died suddenly 
Aug. 7 at his home in New York. 


2 N. Y. Burley Houses 
Renewed for 3 Months 


New permits for the Republic and 
Eltinge burley stands, only two spots 
currently operating in New York, 
were finally issued Monday (8) after 
a week’s delay. Originally scheduled 
for relicensing Aug. 1. New okays 
are for the usual three months. 

Delay was attributed to mis- 
behavior on the part of both houses, 
but especially the Republic. Permits 
were issued only after operators of 
the spots agreed to abide strictly by 
the rules of John Masterson’s Com- 
mittee, censorship outfit set up to 
control strips, etc. 








Patricia Ryan at NBC 

Patricia Ryan has quit as vocalist 
with Bill Bardo’s orch and returned 
to New York. Band is currently play- 
ne an engagement at Lake Charles, 

a. 

Warbler has re-hooked with NBC 
for a sustaining series. Was on the 


network before joining Bardo late | 


last spring. 


MARRIAGES 





Dorothy L. Sherrill to Barton Cof- 
Bride | 


fey, in Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
was Deanna Durbin’s stand-in; he’s 
a studio technician. 

Pamela Titheradge to Roy 
in London, July 28. He’s new man- 
ager of the London Hippodrome. 

Dee Weston to Nate Pumpian in 


Chicago, Aug. 4. He’s time and space | 


buyer for Henri, Hurst & McDonald 
agency, Chi. 

Azadia Newman to Scott Colton, in 
Phoenix, Aug. 3. He’s a stage and 
screen player. 

Ione VanDenplas to Silvio Caran- 


chini, in Schenectady, Aug. 6. Bride} 


is in WGY, Schenectady, 
dept.; he’s in WGY control dept. 


Mary Elizabeth Bradley to Louis | 


McGarity in Covington, Ky., Aug. YY Pe of the 


He’s a trombonist 
band. 


in Ben Bernie's 





Rich, | 


== 








News From the Dai 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pubs 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper, 


—————_, 


lies 





East 


Babe Ruth quit the coaching line 
at Ebbetts Field Friday to hustle to 
a Manhattan hospital to give his 
daughter a pint of his blood. 

Helen Hays and Charles Mac- 
Arthur announce their intention of 
adopting a baby boy. They have a 
daughter, but 





son. 


Late Martin Johnson left a gross | 


estate of $175,984. His widow is 


residuary legatee. 


Leon Leonidoff to assist in staging | 


the charity bandfests at Randalls 
Island. 

James Ryland, for 46 years at the 
N. Y. Empire theatre, in the os 

e@- 
ported to be improving under treat- 
ment. 

Liner Queen Mary takes new west- 
bound record—three days, 21 hours 
and 48 minutes. Beats the Nor- 
mandie by more than an hour. 


Elsa Maxwell selected by the for- 


|mer Barbara Hutton to do an au- 


thentic biography. 
Charlotte Greenwood lasted just 
one inning in a softball game at New 


Canaan, Conn., last Sunday, played | 
by teams captained by Gene Tunney 


and Lowell Thomas. William Allen 
White took over in spite of protests 
that he was a Republican. Score 
was 10-9 in favor of the Tunney 
aggregation, recruited from the staff 
of the Connecticut Nutmeg. 

Vinton Freedley to hold an audi- 
tion for dancers at the Winter Gar- 
den this (Wed.) afternoon, For the 
Gaxton-Moore production. 

Louis Miller, Aaron Gold and Al- 
bert E. Koontz winners in the Gold- 
man band music memory contest 
held in Central Park last week. First 
two were 100%, with Koontz falling 
to 96%. 

Lotte Lehman, arriving in the U.S., 
announces she will take out citizen- 
ship papers. Sore on Austria be- 


| cause of the anschluss. 


Posters for Vassar production of 
‘Tree of Heaven’ mysteriously de- 
faced. Finally discovered the yokels 
thought it was an advertisement for 
Father Devine’s new Heaven. 

Police campaigning against news- 
paper-sitting on the Coney Island 
beach. Claim it makes too much lit- 
ter. First man jailed last week 


| when he could not pay $5. 


Reich to employ Punch and Judy 
shows to spread propaganda. 

George M. Cohan selling off con- 
tents of his storage warehouse. 
Some of the stuff dates back to 1909. 

Treasury Department ‘tentatively’ 
sells the old Federal building at the 
lower end of City Hall park to New 
York for one buck. It will cost the 
city $63,000 to raze the structure, 
built in 1870. 

Eddie Cantor guest of honor at a 
luncheon last Wednesdy for his work 
on behalf of the Jewish child victims 
of the Nazi. Bitterly denounced 
Henry Ford for accepting a decora- 
tion from Hitler, 

Ethel Merman made an honorary 
member of the Brotherhood of Rail- 
road Trainmen. Last week she 
swung a lantern in Grand Central to 
oblige a photographer, and started 
the 20th Century. 

Shirley Temple hurt in Boston 
Thursday when a chauffeur shut a 
car door on her fingers while she 
was Visiting the Navy Yard, Previ- 
ously been ill from a cold. 

Several members of the original 


| Stage cast of ‘Mother Carey’s Chick- | 


ens, including Edith Taliaferro 


Jameson, attended the screening of | 


the picture at the Music Hall last 
week, 

Helen Vinson in N. Y. supreme 
court last week to compel the N. Y. 
Life Insurance Co. to legitimatize 
annuity contracts taken out through 
Bernard Toplitzky, who represented 
mom 2 agent. Decision re- 
served pending additional acti 
both sides. . an oe 

Walk On club of ‘Our Town’ 
players to do ‘First Lady’ at 
Union Church Friday; matinee. 
_ Tyrone Power narrowly escaped 
injury at the Riviera club last 
Thursday. Amateur candid camera 
fiend took his photog and the flash 
bulb exploded in his face. Only 
slight cuts. . 

City mulling the purchase of the 


it 


Brighton Beach water front for 
| $75,000. Would include 18 acres of 
shore line and 173 acres of sub- 


merged property. Would permit the 


;extension of the boardwalk. 


Gene Tunney quits The Distilled 
Spirits Institute. Says it’s more 
protective than corrective, not 


so 
what he hooked up for. 


Berkshire music festival at Lenox, | 


want a| 








| withdrew their pickets last week 
Union gets a _ settlement th 
NLRB. —— 
‘Mischa Elman drew more than 
'/10,000 persons to the Lewisohn 


| stadium last Friday. 
| Col. Jacob Ruppert, beer and base. 
| ball tycoon, was 71 last Friday, 

| Doug Corrigan started up B' way 
for City Hall last Friday and got 
|there. But he wasn’t at the wheel. 
| Ada Leonard, stripteaser who de. 
‘fied doctors and refused to be op- 
erated on for appendicitis Saying she 
didn’t want to be scarred, expects 
to be back doffing her duds in Sep. 
tember. 

Park Commissioner Moses expects 
to construct 58 miles of bicycle high- 
ways in New York. 

Traffic signals between 42d street 
and 47th street on Broadway failed 
| during Monday night’s rainstorm and 
congested traffic for an hour. Stalled 
cars helped confusion. 


Coast 











b 
the | 


Vera Steadman, former film ar. 

tress, filed suit for divorce in L. A, 
| against Martin Padway. 
Barbara Stanwyck and Frank Fay 
| settled their financial difficulties out 
|of court in L. A. Three suits, hang- 
jing fire since their divorce in 1935, 
were dismissed. 

Elmo Lincoln, former ‘Tarzan,’ 
ordered by L. A. court to pay $15 a 
month pending trial of his wife's 
divorce suit. 

John McCormick, Hollywood agent, 
answering Zita Johann’s divorce suit 
in L. A. avers they were never 
legally married. 

Charles G. Rosher, cameraman, 
l|absolved of $4,650 judgment for 
| alleged non-support of his daughter, 
;Joan Marsh, screen actress. is Ba 
court ruled Miss Marsh earns enough 
on her own. 
| Layne Britton, studio makeup 
man, charged with being an ac- 
|complice of George Donald Smart in 
|the alleged forging of Louis B, 
| Mayer’s name, was freed by L. A, 
court, 

His father promised to turn over 
| his film earnings when he became of 
|age, Jackie Coogan testified in a 
| deposition in his accounting suit 
|against his mother and _ step-father, 
| Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Bernstein, in 
|L. A. Motion for a jury trial made 
| by “The Kid’ has been denied. 
| Constance Bennett was sued in L 
| A. for $9,000 by Paul Sunday, who 
| claims he lent that much to the 
| actress to finance a cosmetic firm. 

Lloyd Delbridge won $4,500 dam- 
age suit in L. A. against Cole Broth- 
ers-Clyde Beatty circus. He was 
injured by an elephant. 

Jack Oakie is charged with being 
‘jealous, quarrelsome and abusive’ in 
a divorce complaint filed in L. A. by 
his wife, the former Venita Varden. 





| 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ruskin B. Stone, son, 
in Toledo, July 30. Father is on 
WSPD, Toledo, sales staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Jones, son, in 
Hollywood, July 1. Father is in still 
department at Universal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted McGee, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Aug. 6; father 1s 
| Coast rep for Picture Play mag. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Schnatrt, 
daughter, in Wichita, July 21. Par- 
ents are with Tom Mix’s circus. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Speers, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Aug. 3. Father 13 
| Paramount publicist. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Ruggles, Son, 
in Hollywood, Aug. 3. Mother is sec 
| retary of Motion Picture Hair Stylists 
| Guild, 
| Mr. and Mrs. Frankie Van, daugh- 

ter, in Hollywood, Aug. 2, Father 3s 
| stand-in at Warners. 

| Mr. and Mrs. Alex McDonald, 501, 
Schenectady. Father is sales 
promotion representative of WGY, 
Schenectady. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Herschmann, 
son, in Brooklyn, Aug. 11. Father 3s 
special representative for National 
Screen Service. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Fisher, som, 
in Pittsburgh, Aug. 4, Father is 54% 
| player with KDKA staff band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morton Downey, 89 





| 
| 


lin 


Mass., opened last week to an audi-|in New York Aug. 13, Father is 

ya a — music shed at|singer, mother former Barbara 
anglewood dedicated. | Benne ; 
Bennington (Vt.) dance fete! —— So on oe 


opened last Thursday with Eleanor 
King, Louise Kloepper and Marion 


press| Van Tuyl staging the first program. | Father 

| Packed house in spite of oppressive | Norfolk. 
| ° 
| Mr. and Mrs. Moses Shapiro, so? 


in New York, Aug. 4. Mother, nee 
| Lillian Lang, is office director for 
‘the Songwriters Protective Assn. 


heat. 

New York had its first shark 
season Friday. Off 
Huguenot Beach, Staten Island. 


Special guards at the Polo Grounds 


To Mr. and Mrs, Jeff Baker i9 
| Norfolk, Va., July 26, a daughter 
an announcer at WTA 
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Strawhat Reviews 





c AT EVENING 


a from page 52) 

Otto Von Stock, the 
ister. 

79 weeks are hell, both 
Bnsuing nd Nikisch. She travels 
a ind Italy with a lover “— he 
210 more romantic. nan ; 
wo be 4 Meanwhile, Nikisch has 
pusher the crisis and become a na- 
aver “But his heart is still 
“th Paula. Goaded into action by 
with Pa nt, he finally catches up 
ae the couple in a wagon, near the 
Ww 

B hemasmpartment, and spends the 
rao th his own wife for the in- 
rable reconciliation. 

Script as aust of slow-paced 
. sean directed by Edward 
pet ut Nathan must shoulder re- 
Plassey lity for long, talky scenes, 
a contribute little to dramatic 
= and for a general air of un- 
~~ about the characters. Part 
a ee time he seems to be attempt- 
yoo artificial comedy in the Mol- 
ng canner then the mood veers to 
ober er’ sentiment. Script suffers 
voeayse of much extraneous chatter, 
it's all been said before anyway. 
Occasionally. author hits his stride 
= delivers a whimsical humorous 
hine But play as a whole fails to 
wm ke note of quiet charm, for which 
‘+ ic apparently aiming. 
beicherd Hale and Katherine Alex- 
nder, portraying Nikisch and his 


MUSI 


(continue 












« R: acBane is wooden 
haracters. Ralph MacBane is wooc 
ns Count Otto. Edgar Stehli, as Bed- 


Lean, as the German emissary, and 
Ross Matthew, an owlish servant, 
work hard but fail to wring much 
out of their roles. Eleanor Farring- 
wn has designed handsome living 
oom set and effective wagon-lit in- 
terior. Paul. 


MILAN IN MAY 


Carmel ,N. Y., Aug. 9. 

Drama, with music, in three acts (4 
wenes) by Ainee Torriani and Bernice 
veg; presented by Kendor Productions, 

siaged by Robert Champlain. Music, 
Paine Fenimore; lyrics, Rosetta Duncan, 
Pissell Palmer, Gladys Shelley and Claude 
halmore. Directed by W. Ray Cozin, At 

ridge theatre, Carmel, N. Y., Aug. 
+ 38. 









DR isccsesedsccessccccecsece Tom Carlyle 


| 


| 


| Skaneateles Sumner 





border, locks Otto in a| 


Two,’ given a tryout here tonight | 
|(Mon.) comes a cropper with a 
| wobbly second scene, and 


ar a bit duller than | 


wife, never quite warm up to their 


nikoff, the composer; Alan D. Mc- | 


| Jimmie Gallagher 


TUM wsccccdcccccciccevecee Ruth Altman 


|} Herman Pirchner 
Otto Thurn Ore 


MT ccccccceccccscsccccccses Elaine Ellis 
ieates STE PERE eT Te James Truex 
MMi scctsewesssccccscccesoes GHOOKES Fine 
GIMNOFR ZUCCR. cc ee seccee Isadora Newman 
SAMMY. ...sceeseeeveeeeseks. Henry Lewis 
Rose La France.......+00. Ruthena Matson 
RUE AMiehseeccecvseeee Philip Ryder 
arlos’ Daughter.............Audrey Clark | 


Milan in May’ was premiered un- 
cer circumstances that imposed a 
good test upon its entertainment 
value. It was to be shown in the 
utdoor theatre, but just before cur- 


and customers were jittery. Finally, 
when it did go on the players were 
nindered by the small stage. 
Piece itself has little appeal, how- 
‘ver, and would hardly be. able to 
sand up even with moonlight and 
ses for a background. The story 
_ been told before, but better. 
tie of the nine vocal numbers is 
~ is pecome popular. Incidental 
ae ed by a piano, - 
On: ind accordion. snauapied 
1s Of a grand opera singer, a 
ee a songwriter and a play- 
Mey -aPoar on their uppers in Milan, 
{heir ultimate climb to affluence. 
“t Isn't particularly distinguished. 
Crawford. 





Ss 


TREE OF HEAVEN 


al Poughkeepsie, Aug. 4. 
n five scenes by John M 
: s y Milton 
ante by the Dutchess County 
Nhe by Louis M. Simon. At 
; ies, . theatre, Poughkeepsie, 
eee TTP E : 


‘ dwell, 
Payers 
‘assar E 


\ 


... Jean Sobotta 


Clavie Benne’ *** teseeess Doris Fliegelman 
“«Mmy 


reorge Spelvin 
fat. I$ js a first ] © 

John Wins Play by 25-year-ol 
tents mon Caldwell. “In it he ee 
f sales € views it, with youth- 


“ploying he a series of charades, 

oe SO Symbolism and al- 
berg’. ACtion tak : ‘ 

junkyard es Place in Gins- 
Nearby is a fact On the waterfront. 
“diect to fit Ory strike. Ginsberg, 

S to a has to take medicine 
tient by se him to retain suf- 
v 7 SS Ins ral ac 
“olen copper ereenct to purchase 
tif, «putside of a oe — oo 
% the ond a killing and fisti- 
Olfe B ! 





S prone to patier. 


Wye a ave ‘ 
a. Most “or Plays Ginsberg typi- 
pateurs, the cast consists of 


eee Frederick Kaufman | 


ere, it fails to | 


‘ain, a downpour forced it indoors. | 
It was past 9 p. m. before a start was | 
made, but by this time the performers 


TWO BY TWO 


Skaneateles, N. Y., Aug. 8. 
Farce in two acts (3 scenes) by Mary 
Ellen and Richard Taber. Produced by 
Players. Staged by 


Walter Davis. Settings, John F, Hawkins, 


Jr. Presented at Skaneateles Summer 
theatre, Skaneatelee, N. Y., Aug. 8 ’38, 

Dorothy Sheldon............. Tonia Lawton 
Bob EINSrOM..cscccces ..Frederick A. Bell 
DEGAY — MAING 65 606.0 <5 06 chosen cee Ruth Lee 
George Adams........... Grandon Rhodes 
i ae! ere eee Doris Underwood 
Gloria Tete T eee er rT Te .Jean Heaton 
SOG? sisesdeaairss -.eeeee-Richard Taber 


After a neat first scene, ‘Two by 


struggles hopelessly thereafter to 
pull itself out of the mire. 

Piece is a bedroom farce, too 
intimate for the barn theatre crowd, 
though, its humor is mostly of the 
barnyard variety. At times, however, 
it sinks to the depths of an elaborate 
strip-tease. It’s all about a couple 
who are about to attempt trial 
marriage, and who are beset on their 
honeymoon night by visiting rela- 
tives and a host of other lesser prob- 
lems, including. of all things, a 
Japanese baby. It had a chance until 
that second scene, all devoted to a 
girl disrobing. 

Tonia Lawton turns in a swell per- 
formance and author Taber, as the 
Jap butler, is good. Others are stiff. 


Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 49) 
Old Fashioned Cafe | Pegey Wood 
Lisa Marvelle 
Mary lou Harris 
Frances Rhea 
Pemberton Inn 


South Shore Farms 
Tommy Carr Ore 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Tack Fisher Ore 

,} Joan Parrish 


Art Rubin Orc 
Roundup 


Royal Palme 
Estelita 
Seville 
Don Rico Ore 


Sheraton Koof 
(Sheraton Hotel) 


Bob Hardy Ore 


(\uburndale) 
Billy Woods 

Tremont Plaza 
Gene Nickerson Or 


Wigwam Ballroom 
Count Franchini Or 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village | Bert Herman 


Edith & B Hersey | Betty Gale 
Patricia Mart ; Ann Hathaway 
Franze! Kay Bill Miller Ore 


Clem = Pick| Gourmet Club 


Ed White Ore 
Aquastage 


Eddie Foy Jr 
Margaret Daum 


Jimmy Joy Ore 


Hotel Hollenden 


Adele Ardsley Avis Kent 
Kathryn Crawford R & B Ambrose 
Nina Varela Loria Bros 


Robert Shafer 
George Dobbs 
Hal Conklin - 
George Dill Hotel Statler 
Fred Hillebrand 
Detmar Poppen 
Wesley Bender 


Pritikin & Mason 
Sammy Watkins Or 


Mort Dennis Ore 
Jack & Eddie's 


Earl McDonald Paul Long 
Boots Mckenna Retty Day 
Avalon Saxon Greeley 


Chee-Chee’s Ore 


| Dorothy Henry 





| Marty Lewis Ore | 


| Johnson & Grider 


i, tse sees WOlES Barzell 


igi Ce nee Geoffrey Bruere 
y Deckeg”* "Pe eeeeeesesese CHEOrge Both | 
¢ Conover, ***** teeeees. Marion Hause 
! % Worker" "'S trees William Hawley 
Sond Worker “beta die +++» Goddard Light 
Thing Worker ie nL ee eee EF; ederic Me( oy 
ME Legg. eet a ed Julian J. Sudol 
tthe Milk * David Fortescue-Burke 
otmy Decker wo’ tte William Hawley 
ert Decker ““""" "Steer ese Jack Walters 
ef oe ee thee teeeeees. Erwin King 
t Poti cman TT pe Frederic McCoy 
Nd elicoman Julian J. Sudo} 


‘er n e tree of } > , - j 
a 1eaven is an- 
Nuri’ for the * 


ailanthus, which 
regs junkyard. 
Crawford. 


hed j 


nN Ginsbe 


} Jimmy Nolan 


Joan Cooper Lyndhurst 
Dolly & V Garrison Clu 
Ann Mason Gene Erwin Ore 
sep it hed Monaco’s Cafe 
erry ©O' Dare 7 
a | Grant Wilson Ore 
Pet / Ore tf 
wae cheapie a | Alice Clark Rev 
Cedar Gardens Se ee . 
Jimmy Wadkies ©: O'Brien's Shore Club 
3 Maniacs Valle & Molino 
Prince & Duke Martin Willesch 
Bromfield & Gr'l'y Johnny Hayduk Ore 
Louis Deppe Southern Tavern 
. To \ Ore 
Chateae Club re miiny Hopton re 
Steamer Seeuandbee 
Tony Caputo Ore 
Leo & Rita 
Vernon & Billy 
Vanettes 
Steamer Goodtime 
Anpe Bradley 
Vanettes 
Coley & Adair 
Markell & Faun 
Mickey Katz Ore 
Sherdina Walker Or Willy's Shore G’rden 
Kight O'Clock Club) Henry Sanson Ore 
Samnmiy Morris fony Granata 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillae Hotel, Jack Crawford Ore 
(Book Casine) Dixie Dale 


Bobbie Grayson Ore | Stanley Fleck 
n = ff: perigee Woodie Kessier 
» ‘ onwayv 


Jinimie Stevenson 


Country 


Gray Sis 
Irene Kessler 
Danny Rogers 
Leon LeVerdie 


Creole Gardens 
6 Bits of Rhythm 
Ray Miles 
Mitzi Mitchell 


Roscoe Simms 


| Northwood Inna 
Rav Carlin Ore 
Monty Wysong 
Terese Rudolph 
Dorothy Berlin 
The Guardsmen 


(Motor Bar) 
Californians 
Avis Kent 

Chalet 
Harry Collett Ore Oasis 
Arinmunda & Maria Oasis Arist’ecr 
Al Coda Co 
Carmine DiGiovann 


ats Or 
Powatan 


Elenore Rica Paul Neighbor Ore 
' Frances Meco 
Cocoanut Palme 2 Orchids 
Phil Skillman Ore Adorabies 8 


Suks 


Les Arquette O 


Krank Trac V 
Barlow Benter 
Buddy Ross Ralph Fisher 

Carr & Maxwe Chet Campbell 
Stanley & Kaplan To-Jo Farme 
Cocounutters li 4 : 

Phil Burnone Ore 
Walled Lake Casin 
Eddy Duchin Orc Larry Funk Ore 
Durelle Alexander I} lel 
Geo WKhavnach Ure 


Eastwood Gardens 


hiaves 


Webster Hall 


Graystone Gardens (Cocktail Grill) 


Ray Gorre!] Ore Henry Theis O 

Pegey Met ‘ ‘. le { 

Charlies Farrell ixrwin Klocka 

Hotel Statler Westwood Gardens 

(Terrace Koom) , ce Heidt Ore 

Krank Gagen ¢ exw j pe 

Arihur Murray ¢ Agnes & Gable 
deflerson Bench Larry Cotton 


| 
then | | Oct. 4-7; Mrs. G. F. Conrad, third 
, | year, Rowan County Fair, at Salis- 


Totem Pole Balir’m | 


Hotel Fenway Hall | 


—= 





Hoot Throws a Party 





Allentown, Pa., Aug. 9. 
Robbins Bros. Circus, with Hoot 


Following the show Gibson ten- | 
| dered a reception at a local hostelry 
to Malee Harding, of Coldwater, 
Kans., a cowgirl with the aggrega- 
tion, and H. A. Burkhart, of #eru, 
Ind., auditor and assistant manager 
of the show, who had been married 
the night previous at Plainfield, N. J. 





Managers and Dates 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 9. 
Managers for the six expositions 


| Staged by the North Carolina Fair 


| Operating Co. will be Harvey Walk- 
COURT REJECTS er, fourth year, Williamston Fair, 
- Sept, 26-30; Perry G. Crumpler, sec- 


Clinton, 











D 


ond year, Sampson County, 


bury, Oct. 11-15; Allan 

| Rocky Mount, Oct. 25-29. 
Norman Y. Chambliss will manage 
| the Greensboro Fair, Oct. 17-22, and 


for the second year will 


|ed with William B. Harrison as man- 
7 ager of the Peanut and Cotton Festi- 
Washington, Aug. 9. val, Enfield, Oct. 3-8 


| 
Auctioneers’ mop-up, following col- | 


| lapse last May of Tim McCoy’s Wild | 
| West Show, last week left a string | COLE-BEATTY 


|of panting creditors who must wait 


Herrington 


be associat- 





| until 1939 before their claims can 
| be settled. 

| According to Receivers William H 
Collins, Sybil U. Ward and Edmund 
|M. Tuoland—who were appointed to 
| handle the financial last round-up by 
| the District Court—offers of approxi- 
feet $20,000 for the show’s rolling 


South Bend, Ind., Aug. 9 


|stock have been rejected by the] Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty circus 
court. Private offers—if acceptable ; ; 
—will be considered on flat cars, | closed suddenly at Bloomington, II1., 


| stock cars and Pullmans represent-|and returned to winter quarters at 
| ing an investment of approximately | Rochester, Ind., Aug. 6, after being 
$60,000. | ans 7 ; a 
Other circus equipment broucht | Pilled 10 days ahead in Iowa towns. 
|fairly satisfactory prices, Collins re- 
| vealed Friday (5). Sale of McCoy’s | the decision after weather and eco- 
1/205 horses, which took place a few | nomic conditions had cut deeply in 
days after the show folded in Wush-| the income, necessitating economy. 
ington, was termed ‘very satisfac- | Officials stated that all summer they 
tory.’ Gee-gees brought $24,000, an| had but two or three days of good 
an average of nearly $120 per, and | business each week. 
were sold mostly to private in- Jess Adkins, manager of the Rob- 
dividuals and riding academies on/|bins Bros.’ show and half-owner of 
the Atlantic Coast. Approximately | the Cole outfit came on from Allen- 
40 head of steers went for $2,000, and | town, Pa., to help straighten out the 
miscellaneous equipment brought | shows affairs. He was not inclined 
around 75% of the appraisal value, | to talk, the closing had been too sud- 
of $49,000, making a total of $75,000 | den for any plans to be made for the 
to date. |future. Clyde Beatty’s trained ani- 
Local rags made the most of the! mals, the elephants and horses were 
unusual trappings which went under | quartered in their usual winter loca- 
the hammer of auctioneers Ralph | tions. 
and Robert Weschler, who sold to} Beatty may go with the Robbins 
Washington citizens such items as} show or play parks and fairs. 
Italian officers’ helmets, Russian fur —---- 
hats, bows and arrows, sabres, wigs, | 
rifles and bandanas at _ bargain 
prices to the satisfaction of special 
writers on the Capital dailies. Sad- 
dles and bridles were knocked down 
at prices which delighted the pro- 
prietors of local riding establish- 
ments, but bids of $750 for Col. 
McCoy’s private car, and $200 for a 
$3,300 sleeper later were thrown out 
Creditors Must Wait 





, 





Two Down South 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 9. 

Major contracts for shows, enter- 
tainment events, fireworks displays 
|and other features of the Charlotte 
| Agricultural Exposition, which will 
| be held here the first week of Octo- 
| ber, were approved by the associa- 
‘| tion’s executive committee last week. 
: Z : : Definite steps were taken toward 

— egg a ac congue ge Bi Mt. Holly’s po al annual fair, when 
ir Pa the pa» demise of he fair organization rh ne set up last 
the McCoy show. H. Sharpe— week. Will be called the River Bend 
a : h Township fair this year, and the date 
eer tBtcr gg I ” coated | has been tentatively set for Sept. 29 
proceedings—won't get his $17,500 | 974 ™ «+ 
\for some time to come. Super- 
| Todeo, into which McCoy and 
} 





| 


| Was 





others had poured a fortune, went 
on the rocks because of Sharpe’s 
isquawks over the relatively sinall 
ldebt. Delaware referee in  bank- | 
| ruptcy has announced that crediiors 
will be given until the end of the; many refinements. 
year in which to file claims, so no 
| pay-offs until next January or later. 
| Col. Tim McCoy, who sought to 
| bring back the good old days of Buf- 
|falo Bill, is listed among the cred- 
| itors. 








(Continued from page 1) 

In the past dec- 
ade, with the growth of the radio and 
| the screen—as smartenuppers for the 


| 


ent b.o, proposition. 
Discount ‘Good Biz’ 


Circusmen discount the tradition- 
ally good business that Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum & Bailey, for instance, 
does on its New York engarcements 
with the first chirp of spring. Greater 
New York has a juvenile school en- 
rollment of 1,000,009, and the drawing 
radius 1s 30 miles. But it’s been dif- 
ferent on the road. 

The Ringling show, a 100-car show 
has been beset by bad biz and labor 
troubles. Cole Bros.-Beatty, 50 cars, 
pulled stakes at Bloomington IL, last 
week and made for 


| 
Unsatisfactory Yield 
Wilmington, Aug. 9%. 
| Yielding of $69,182.54 on the re- 
ceivership sale of Col. Tim NicCvy’s 
wild west show in Washington is 
regarded as unsatisfactory by the re- 
ceivers, they told John P. Nields, 
filing return of the sale Monday (8) 
in U. S. District Court here. 

Judge Nields confirmed the sale of 
general equipment, brought 
$14,426, but declined to confirm a 
number of items, including $11,160 
for 12 flat cars and $5,800 for eight 


stock cars. 


which 
winter quarter 
in Rochester, Ind., the third big out- 
fit to call it a season, 

Charles Sparks’ Downie Bros. Cir- 


Items and bids described as un- cus, motorized show, folded last 
satisfactory by the receivers included month in Delaware, but is going out 
$8 for 400 Indian bows and arrows, again afte: the Ssuthern = crop 
bid in at the sale: $82.50 for 10 Ben- money. Sells-Sterling Circus, a!so 
gal Lancer uniforms, $20 for Russian motcrized, campbelled three week 
fur hats, $4 for a tepee. $5 for a ago in Sheboygan, Wi McCoy's 
prairie schooner, $50 for replica: of show was 40 cars in size, with 
the trans-prairie locomotiy the $500.000 invested 
‘Juniper’ and ‘Union Pacifi * §5 for Despite the sentimental moves now 
five large pictures of Col, McCoy yn to ‘save-the-circus,’ outdoor show- 


- ' Poi 
point to tnose twin debbil 
Iry 


and $1 for two boxes of Tim McCoy men 


‘ waht. nd 
buttons. radio and f{ 


ii 


| ma —_" 
AF A Brings Charge Vs. Ringling 
cin nae nee aces ee Before NLRB for Wagner Breach 


+ cecilia 


Washington, Aug. 9. 
Punitive action against Ringling 
Bros. under the Wagner Act was 
sought tast week by the American 
Federation of Actors which com- 
plained to the National Labor Re- 
lations Board that shut-down of 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey cir- 
cus was result of deliberate scheme 
to void 
avoid dealing with the union 

Charge that the Ringling 
Section 8 of the Wagner Act filed by 
Herbert S. Thatcher and Joseph A. 
Padway, American Federation of 
Labor attorneys, who said the circus 


closed-shop contract and 


violated 





Manager-owner Zack Terrill made | 


Circuses Fading | 


fraudulently and dis- 
criminatorily caused the discharge of 
approximately 1,200 of its employees.’ 
Object was to nullify wage pact and 
duck collective bargaining obliga- 
tions, lawyers alleged, adding that al- 
though the 1937 contract had nearly 
four years to run the management of 
the show refused to deal with the 
AFA 

‘In order to obviate bargaining 
with the representative of said em- 
ployees, 


‘illegally, 


said employer conceived the 
fraudulent plan of closing 


down its 
business and thereby locking out and 
discharging its employees,’ the com- 
plaint stated, 


Brings in Barnes 

Brief return of the show to winter 
quarters at Sarasota and subsequent 
| consolidation with the Al G. Barnes 
| circus were cited as proof that the 
| Ringlings were chiefly interested in 
nullifying the 1937 contract which 
Ralph Whitehead negotiated on be- 
half of tent crews, roustabouts, and 
other laboring groups. 

‘False, fraudulent and collusive’ 
agreement between Ringlings and Al 
G. Barnes ‘to make it appear on the 
face thereof that the Ringling Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey Combined Shows, 
Inc., has been leased to the Al @. 
Barnes Circus’ was called to NLRB’s 
attention. Lawyers said Barnes is 
merely an agent operating in behalf 
of the Ringling-B & B show. 

Conduct of the management in 
‘threatening to close and closing the 
show and in reopening under a dif- 
| ferent name’ is a deliberate move to 
dodge responsibilities under both the 
Wagner law and the AFA contract, 
complaint charged, and a move ‘to 
coerce and interfere with the em- 
ployees deprive them of the rights 
guaranteed them under Section 7 and 
| in violation of Section 8 (1).’ 
| Further charged that the Ringlings 

have discouraged workers from join- 
| ing unions and sought to intimidate 
through threats of discharge. Circus 





has repeatedly sought to do business 
with hired hands on an individual 
basis instead of through 
designated by employees as 
spokesman, Board was told. 


agency 
their 


} 





After Crop Coin 


Macon, Ga., Aug. 9. 

| Downie Bros. Circus, which win- 
| ters here and trekked back to this 
| point after terminating its tour 
latter part of May in Portsmouth, 
Va., is skedded to start out agin, 
with opening performance set for 
Aug. 15, at Columbus, Ga. 

| With crop money in sight, Sparks 
decided to continue his swing in 
| southeastern states. 





hinterlanders—it’s been an indiffer- | 


Good in Sask. 


Regina, Sask., Aug. 9. 
Promise of crops sent business on 
the Western Canada Fairs Circuit up 
20°, according to an official an- 
nouncement from Royal American 
Shows, who handled the midway 
concession at Brandon, Man., Cal- 
gary and Edmenton, Alta., Saskatoon 
and Regina, Sask., in that order, 
closing here Aug. 6. 
Drukenbrod Gets Busy 
Canton, O., Aug. 9 
Duke Drukenbrod, whose home is 
here, has taken over the concert of 
A 


he Lewis Bros. circus, now currently 
. 


in Ohio. He is reported doing well. 
Drukenbrod returned to his home 
here, following the foldup of t Col. 
Tim McCoy Wild West at Washinze 
ton, D. C., with which he started the 
eason as manager of t 
CIRCUS ROUTES 
Week of August 15 
Al G. Barnes-Sells-Fioto 
1; 
j is; 


nnn he = thn aay 
d 
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‘With the heat hovering in the 90's 
Krupa had the best matinee business 
this summer, and played to 120,000 


admissions in seven days’ says 


ROBERT WEITMAN, 
Managing Director of 
the New York Paramount. 























.).. the Gene Krupa orch. 


brought the Paramount a very 
handsome $41,060 on first 
seven days ending last night 
(Tues. 2) and holds over... 
Krupa swing band sent gross 
soaring on first week to big 
$41,000. Krupa has _ been 
drawing heavy jitterbug trade 


mornings and mats.” 


Reprinted from 


VARETY 


Box Office Reports—Aug. 3, 1958 


KRUPA 


ORCHESTRA 


Brunswick Recording Artists 


a 


® HIPPODROME, BALTIMORE, WEEK AUG. 12 
® STEEL PIER, ATLANTIC CITY, STARTING AUG. 21 


sonepiasnion 


PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE : 


ARTHUR T. MICHAUD 


250 West 57th Street, New York 


MANAGEMENT : 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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